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Milestones, Perspectives 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
The IHR (2005) Emergency Committee regarding the multi-country outbreak of 
monkeypox and the IHR (2005) Emergency Committee on the international spread of 
poliovirus – in separate actions – recommended that monkeypox and polio continue as 
Public Health Emergencies of International Concern [PHEIC]. See the summaries below. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Gavi sets course to support sustainable vaccine manufacturing in Africa with new action 
plan in support of the African Union’s 2040 vision 
- Gavi publishes plan of action to support the development of sustainable vaccine manufacturing in 

Africa 
- Developed in technical consultation with African Union Commission (AUC), Africa CDC, G7 and a 

range of partners, plan aims to outline ways in which Gavi and other stakeholders could help realize 
the AU’s 2040 vision 

- Dr Seth Berkley, CEO of Gavi: “This plan published today provides a pathway to ensuring vaccine 
supply security for Africa during pandemics and expanding access to other life-saving vaccines at 
sustainable, affordable prices.” 

Geneva, 3 November 2022 – Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance today published a 10-point plan 
outlining key priorities to achieve the African Union (AU) vision of sustainably expanding 
vaccine manufacturing capacity across Africa by 2040. The plan is a response to the AU call to 
action for Gavi and other stakeholders to concretely support supply security on the continent. 
 
Developed following several months of technical consultation with the AU and Africa Centres for 
Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC), as well as a wide range of supporting stakeholders 
including civil society organizations, WHO, UNICEF, Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations 
(CEPI), governments of Germany, India and Indonesia, European Commission, Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, European Investment Bank, GIZ, International Finance Corporation, and US International 
Development Finance Corporation, the plan proposes actions for Gavi and other international 
organizations, private sector, G7 Development Ministers, and African countries to contribute to a 
new business model that sustainably invests across the full value chain of the African 
vaccine industry, in a manner that is consistent with both the AU’s vision and G7 policy 
commitments. 
 
“For 22 years, as the largest buyer of vaccines in the world, Gavi has worked closely with African 
countries and manufacturers to favorably shape the market for essential routine and outbreak 
vaccines,” said Dr Seth Berkley, CEO of Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance. “Gavi is committed to 
contribute to the AU’s vision. The plan published today provides a pathway to ensuring 
vaccine supply security for Africa during pandemics and expanding access to other life-
saving vaccines at sustainable, affordable prices.”… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 

https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/gavi-sets-course-support-sustainable-vaccine-manufacturing-africa-new-action-plan
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/gavi-sets-course-support-sustainable-vaccine-manufacturing-africa-new-action-plan
https://www.gavi.org/sites/default/files/document/2022/Gavi-Expanding-Sustainable-Vaccine-Manufacturing-in-Africa-2022.pdf
https://africacdc.org/download/communique-of-the-video-teleconference-vtc-meeting-of-the-bureau-of-the-assembly-of-the-african-union-au-heads-of-state-and-government-extended-to-african-vaccine-manufacturing-countries-held-on-1/
https://africacdc.org/download/communique-of-the-video-teleconference-vtc-meeting-of-the-bureau-of-the-assembly-of-the-african-union-au-heads-of-state-and-government-extended-to-african-vaccine-manufacturing-countries-held-on-1/


 
WHO Immunization Data Portal: Global, Regional and Country Immunization data at your 
fingertips 
3 November 2022  
WHO’s Immunization Information System (WIISE) team has been working to provide an end-to-end 
solution for data collection (eJRF), harmonization (WIISEMart) and data visualization. The result  is the 
WHO Immunization Data Portal, which allows users to find, interact, visualize, download and share 
immunization data more easily.   
 
WHO Immunization Data Portal  
The Portal is WHO’s main hub for immunization- related data, showcasing global, regional, and country 
trends across key  immunization performance indicators such as vaccination coverage and total 
numbers in reported cases of vaccine-preventable disease (VPD). This data helps monitor 
improvements and identify gaps in program evaluation. Data is reported through the WHO/UNICEF 
Joint Reporting Form on Immunization (JRF) each year, and updated on the portal as country data is 
reported.  
 
How does the Immunization Data Portal work?  
The Portal contains three sections that allows users to filter the information needed, compare datasets 
and download detailed data by topic. The immunization topics available show data for different country 
groups including WHO and UNICEF regions and World Bank Income Status. This short explanatory 
video demonstrates how to make the best use of this vital tool: https://youtu.be/Vkf57CWnSHY 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
The Rockefeller Foundation Announces $3 Million in New Funding for Data Science 
Platform Global.health To Strengthen Pathogen Surveillance and Response 
New funding will support data integration between Global.health, WHO, and others to analyze genomic, 
climate, wastewater, mobility, epidemiological, and clinical data to better predict emerging threats of 
infectious disease and coordinate the global response  
 
NEW YORK | November 1, 2022 — Today, The Rockefeller Foundation announced $3 million in new 
funding for Global.health (G.h) – a leading open-source platform for scientific pandemic data – to 
expand G.h’s international partnerships and modernize the global effort for coordinated pandemic 
prevention, surveillance, and response… 
 
Following initial grants from Google.org and The Rockefeller Foundation in 2020, G.h will utilize these 
new funds to support expanded international collaborations with leading scientific research institutions, 
including: 
:: the WHO Hub for Epidemic and Pandemic Intelligence in Berlin,  
:: the Centre for Epidemic Response and Innovation (CERI) at Stellenbosch University in South Africa,  
:: the International Severe Acute Respiratory and Emerging Infection Consortium (ISARIC) in the UK,  
:: the Gorgas Memorial Institute in Panama.  
 
Additionally, G.h will make globally available open-source tools, training, datasets, and 
opportunities for research, cultivating a team of scientists from around the world, 
prioritizing low and middle-income countries. 

https://www.who.int/news/item/03-11-2022-who-immunization-data-portal--global--regional-and-country-immunization-data-at-your-fingertips
https://www.who.int/news/item/03-11-2022-who-immunization-data-portal--global--regional-and-country-immunization-data-at-your-fingertips
https://immunizationdata.who.int/
https://www.who.int/teams/immunization-vaccines-and-biologicals/immunization-analysis-and-insights/global-monitoring/who-unicef-joint-reporting-process
https://www.who.int/teams/immunization-vaccines-and-biologicals/immunization-analysis-and-insights/global-monitoring/who-unicef-joint-reporting-process
https://youtu.be/Vkf57CWnSHY
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/the-rockefeller-foundation-announces-3-million-in-new-funding-for-data-science-platform-global-health-to-strengthen-pathogen-surveillance-and-response/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/the-rockefeller-foundation-announces-3-million-in-new-funding-for-data-science-platform-global-health-to-strengthen-pathogen-surveillance-and-response/
https://global.health/


 
The $3 million in funding for G.h is made through RF Catalytic Capital, Inc. (RFCC), the Foundation’s 
public charity launched in September 2020 as a new innovative tool for foundations, impact investors, 
businesses, and governments to combine their resources to scale funding solutions and bring about 
transformational change during the Covid-19 response and recovery… 
 
Priority initiatives enabled by this grant will include: 
▪ Evaluating the impact of different data sources to define which data points are most useful 

during the first 100 days of an infectious disease outbreak. 
▪ Developing scalable and robust open-source algorithms and data pipelines to detect and 

predict the emergence and geographic spread of new Covid-19 Variants of Concern (VOCs) 
globally. 

▪ Combining human mobility data with network science algorithms to optimally configure 
and distribute public health interventions during emerging epidemics beyond the constraints of 
country or state borders. 

▪ Creating open-source methods and frameworks for pandemic response analyses, so 
outputs can be directly usable by groups engaged in the broader ecosystem of pandemic 
preparedness and improve the translation of science into practical applications that are scalable and 
fast enough for real-world outbreak response. 

▪ Cultivating working groups with international teams of scientists, prioritizing lower and 
middle-income countries to co-develop applications and translate them into real-world impact as 
they are being generated. Conferences, workshops, and funded collaborations will foster a global 
team of scientists from around the world. This includes collaborative research and scientific projects 
and training specific to the tools and methods developed through this grant funding… 

 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
Journal of Epidemiology & Community Health 
October 2022 - Volume 76 - 10 
https://jech.bmj.com/content/76/10 
Other topics 
Association between democratic governance and excess mortality during the COVID-19 
pandemic: an observational study (29 June, 2022) Free  
Vageesh Jain, Jonathan Clarke, Thomas Beaney 
Abstract 
Background  
Excess mortality has been used to assess the overall health impact of COVID-19 across countries. 
Democracies aim to build trust in government and enable checks and balances on decision making, 
which may be useful in a pandemic. But during the pandemic, they have been criticised as being 
hesitant to enforce restrictive public health measures. 
Methods  
Through linking open-access datasets we constructed univariable and multivariable linear regression 
models investigating the association between country V-Dem Liberal Democracy Indices (LDI), 
representing strength of democratic governance and excess mortality rates, from January 2020 to 

https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/the-rockefeller-foundation-launches-rf-catalytic-capital-inc/
https://jech.bmj.com/content/76/10
https://jech.bmj.com/content/76/10/853
https://jech.bmj.com/content/76/10/853


September 2021. We adjusted for several important confounders and conducted a range of sensitivity 
analyses to assess the robustness of our findings. 
Results  
Across 78 countries, 4.19 million deaths million excess deaths were recorded. On multivariable 
regression, a one-point increase in V-Dem LDI was associated with a decrease in excess mortality of 
2.18 per 100 000 (p=0.004), after accounting for age, gender, wealth and universal health coverage. 
This association was only partially attenuated by COVID-19 vaccination rates and remained robust in all 
sensitivity analyses. 
Conclusions  
Democratic governance may have played an important role in mitigating the overall health impact of 
COVID-19 across countries. This study strengthens the case to broaden the scope of traditional 
pandemic risk assessment and discussions on preparedness. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

PHEIC 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] - WHO 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019  
 
Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates  
Last update: 04 Nov 2022 
Confirmed cases ::     628 694 934 
Confirmed deaths ::         6 576 088 
Vaccine doses administered:  12 850 970 971 
 
:::::: 
  
Weekly epidemiological update on COVID-19 - 2 November 2022  
Overview  
Globally, the number of new weekly cases decreased by 17% during the week of 24 to 30 October 
2022, as compared to the previous week, with over 2.3 million new cases reported. The true number of 
incident cases is likely to be underestimated due to a decline in testing globally. The number of new 
weekly deaths decreased by 5%, as compared to the previous week, with about 9300 fatalities 
reported. As of 30 October 2022, 627 million confirmed cases and 6.5 million deaths have been 
reported globally. 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---2-november-2022
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---2-november-2022


 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UNICEF COVID-19 Vaccine Market Dashboard :: Agreements Table Accessed 05 Nov 2022 
An overview of information collected from publicly announced bilateral and multilateral supply 
agreements [no new agreements since 3/20/2022 reported] 

 

 
  

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Global Dashboard on COVID-19 Vaccine Equity 
The Dashboard is a joint initiative of UNDP, WHO and the University of Oxford with cooperation across 
the UN system, anchored in the SDG 3 Global Action Plan for Healthy Lives and Well-being for All. 
 
Dashboard on Vaccine Equity [accessed 05 Nov 2022]: https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/ 
See also visualization on Vaccine Access and Vaccine Affordability 
 

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNmE0YjZiNzUtZjk2OS00ZTg4LThlMzMtNTRhNzE0NzA4YmZlIiwidCI6Ijc3NDEwMTk1LTE0ZTEtNGZiOC05MDRiLWFiMTg5MjAyMzY2NyIsImMiOjh9&pageName=ReportSectiona329b3eafd86059a947b
https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/
https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/accessibility/
https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/affordability/


 
 

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID-19 Global Targets and Progress Tracker - IMF 
   The COVID-19 Global Targets and Progress Tracker presents a consolidated view of the progress 
towards global COVID-19 targets, barriers in access to COVID-19 tools, and delivery of donor pledges.  

 
The global targets presented in the Tracker are based on an alignment of the targets identified in the 
IMF Pandemic Proposal, ACT-A Strategic Plan & Budget, and the US-hosted Global C19 Summit, and as 
such have been reaffirmed by multilateral institutions and global leaders. We will continue to enhance 
the tracker as we improve our data collection efforts. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID Vaccines – OCHA:: HDX 
 
COVID-19 Data Explorer: Global Humanitarian Operations 
COVID-19 Vaccine Roll-out 
NOV 05 2022 | COVAX (WHO,GAVI,CEPI), UNDESA, Press Reports | DATA 
Global COVID-19 Figures:  121M total confirmed cases;  2.3M total confirmed deaths 
Global vaccines administered: 12.9B   
Number of Countries: 28  
COVAX Allocations Round 4-9 (Number of Doses): 170M   
COVAX Delivered (Number of Doses): 380M   
Other Delivered (Number of Doses): 400M   
Total Delivered (Number of Doses): 780M   
Total Administered (Number of Doses): 530M 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Duke – Launch and Scale Speedometer 
The Race for Global COVID-19 Vaccine Equity 
See our COVID Vaccine Purchases research 
See our COVID Vaccine Manufacturing research 

https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19/COVID-19-Global-Targets-and-Progress-Tracker
https://data.humdata.org/visualization/covid19-humanitarian-operations/?layer=covid-19_vaccine_roll-out
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/covid-19-vaccine-doses-in-hrp-countries
https://launchandscalefaster.org/COVID-19
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinepurchases
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinemanufacturing


See our COVID Vaccine Donations & Exports research 
 

 
 

 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Our World in Data 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Vaccinations   [Accessed 05 Nov 2022] 
:: 68.2% of the world population has received at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. 
:: 12.92 billion doses have been administered globally, and 2.73 million are now administered each 
day.  
:: 23.4% of people in low-income countries have received at least one dose. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 

 
Global COVID-19 Access Tracker 

https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinedonations
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations#what-share-of-the-population-has-received-at-least-one-dose-of-vaccine
https://ourworldindata.org/explorers/coronavirus-data-explorer?zoomToSelection=true&pickerSort=asc&pickerMetric=location&Interval=Cumulative&Relative+to+Population=false&Align+outbreaks=false&country=~OWID_WRL&Metric=Vaccine+doses
https://ourworldindata.org/explorers/coronavirus-data-explorer?zoomToSelection=true&pickerSort=asc&pickerMetric=location&Interval=7-day+rolling+average&Relative+to+Population=false&Align+outbreaks=false&country=~OWID_WRL&Metric=Vaccine+doses
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/share-people-vaccinated-covid?country=High+income~Upper+middle+income~Lower+middle+income~Low+income


https://www.covid19globaltracker.org/ 
 

 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Multilateral Leaders Task Force on COVID-19 [IMF, World Bank Group, WHO, WTO] 
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data 
   A global effort to help developing countries access and deliver COVID-19 vaccines, testing, and 
therapeutics, as they work to end the pandemic and boost economic recovery.  
   The International Monetary Fund, World Bank Group, World Health Organization and World Trade 
Organization have joined forces to accelerate access to COVID-19 vaccines, therapeutics and 
diagnostics by leveraging multilateral finance and trade solutions, particularly in low- and middle-
income countries.  
    Website accessed 05 Nov 2022: https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data  The global view below is 
complemented by country-specific dashboards here. 

 

https://www.covid19globaltracker.org/
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data/countries


 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
U.S.: COVID-19/Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
HHS 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
FDA 
Press Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Europe: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
European Medicines Agency 
News & Press Releases       
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control  
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en 
Latest Updates [Selected]  
News  
Weekly COVID-19 country overview  
Epidemiological update - 4 Nov 2022  
 
News 
Ebola outbreak in Uganda, as of 2 November 2022  
Epidemiological update - 2 Nov 2022  
 
News 
Individuals who experience more severe COVID-19 may be at a higher risk of post COVID-
19 condition symptoms  
News story - 31 Oct 2022  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Africa: COVID-19 – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
https://africacdc.org/covid-19-vaccination/ 

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/index.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-newsroom/press-announcements
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/search/search/ema_editorial_content/ema_news?sort=field_ema_computed_date_field&order=desc
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/weekly-covid-19-country-overview
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/weekly-covid-19-country-overview
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/ebola-outbreak-uganda
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/ebola-outbreak-uganda
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/ebola-outbreak-uganda
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/ebola-outbreak-uganda
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/individuals-who-experience-more-severe-covid-19-may-be-higher-risk-post-covid-19
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/individuals-who-experience-more-severe-covid-19-may-be-higher-risk-post-covid-19
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/individuals-who-experience-more-severe-covid-19-may-be-higher-risk-post-covid-19
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/individuals-who-experience-more-severe-covid-19-may-be-higher-risk-post-covid-19
https://africacdc.org/covid-19-vaccination/


 

 
 

::::::   
:::::: 
 
Russia: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
Russia: Sputnik V – “the first registered COVID-19 vaccine”   
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. Last press release issued 31.08.2022. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
India: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/ 

 
 
Government of India – Press Information Bureau 
Latest Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
Indian Council for Medical Research (ICMR)  
https://www.icmr.gov.in/media.html  

https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/
https://pib.gov.in/indexm.aspx
https://www.icmr.gov.in/media.html


Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 

::::::  
:::::: 
 
China: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
[We did not identify any substantive, official announcements about China’s COVID response in general, 
or in Shanghai, Beijing or other China locations.]  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

PHEIC 
Monkeypox 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/monkeypox-oubreak-2022 
 
Multi-country outbreak of monkeypox, External situation report #9 - 2 November 2022  
Overview  
This is the ninth situation report for the multi-country outbreak of monkeypox, which provides details 
on the latest epidemiology, updates on clinical care, therapeutics, and key recommendations of third 
IHR EC meetings. The report also provides an update on the situation in the Region of the Americas. 

 
 
 Highlights  
:: During the week of 17 to 30 October 2022, the number of monkeypox cases reported in the Regions 
of Europe and the Americas continue to decline, driving the overall downward trend observed since 
August 2022. The Region of the Americas continues to account for the highest cumulative proportion of 
monkeypox cases reported globally and the highest proportion of weekly new cases.  
 
:: For strategic planning and global support, WHO is appealing for US$ 33.82 million (between July 
2022 and June 2023) to take immediate action to stop the monkeypox outbreak in collaboration with 
the Member States, partners, and other stakeholders. The global appeal covers all six WHO regions, 
with the greatest needs in the African Region, South-East Asia, and the Eastern Mediterranean in the 
areas of vaccination (34%), surveillance and contact tracing (17%), diagnostics and testing (13%), and 
risk communication and community engagement (13%)… 
 
:::::: 
 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/situations/monkeypox-oubreak-2022
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/multi-country-outbreak-of-monkeypox--external-situation-report--9---2-november-2022
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/multi-country-outbreak-of-monkeypox--external-situation-report--9---2-november-2022
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-11-2022-third-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-(ihr)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-multi-country-outbreak-of-monkeypox


Third meeting of the International Health Regulations (2005) (IHR) Emergency Committee 
regarding the multi-country outbreak of monkeypox 
1 November 2022   Statement 
The third meeting of the International Health Regulations (2005) (IHR) Emergency Committee 
regarding the multi-country outbreak of monkeypox, was held on Thursday, 20 October 2022.  
 
The Emergency Committee acknowledged that some progress has been made in the global response to 
the multi-country outbreak of monkeypox since the last meeting, including the emerging information 
on the effectiveness of behavioural interventions and vaccines. The Committee held the consensus 
view that the event continues to meet the IHR criteria for a Public Health Emergency of 
International Concern (PHEIC) and highlights the primary reasons for ongoing concern. These 
include ongoing transmission in some regions, continuing preparedness and response inequity within 
and between WHO Member States, an emerging potential for greater health impact in vulnerable 
populations, continuing risk of stigma and discrimination, weak health systems in some developing 
countries leading to under-reporting, ongoing lack of equitable access to diagnostics, antiviral and 
vaccines, and research gaps needing to be addressed. 
 
The WHO Director-General expresses his gratitude to the Chair, Members, and Advisors for 
their advice and concurs with this advice that the event continues to constitute a PHEIC for 
the reasons detailed in the proceedings of the meeting below. The Director-General issues revised 
Temporary Recommendations in relation to this PHEIC… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

PHEIC 
Polio 
 
Polio this week as of 02 November 2022 - GPEI 
:: Five change-makers in the Eastern Mediterranean’s polio eradication programme – the GPEI stands 
tall on the foundation of million of women’s efforts and voices.  More. 
:: Rotary Institute:  Rotarians, stakeholders and partners from around the world are gathering this 
week in Basel, Switzerland, to discuss ‘the future is now’, including a lasting polio-free world for all 
future generations to come.  More. 
 
Summary of new polioviruses this week: 
- Pakistan: one positive environmental sample 
- Mozambique: one WPV1 case and five cVDPV1 cases 
- Botswana: one cVDPV2 environmental sample 
- Central African Republic: one cVDPV2 environmental sample 
- DR Congo: seven cVDPV1 cases and three cVDPV2 cases 
- Madagascar: two cVDPV1 cases 
- Nigeria: one cVDPV2 case 
 
:::::: 
 
Statement of the Thirty-third Polio IHR Emergency Committee 

https://www.who.int/news/item/01-11-2022-third-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-(ihr)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-multi-country-outbreak-of-monkeypox
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-11-2022-third-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-(ihr)-emergency-committee-regarding-the-multi-country-outbreak-of-monkeypox
https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://polioeradication.org/news-post/five-change-makers-in-the-eastern-mediterraneans-polio-eradication-programme/
https://www.rotary-institute-basel.com/
https://www.who.int/news/item/03-11-2022-who-immunization-data-portal--global--regional-and-country-immunization-data-at-your-fingertips
https://www.who.int/news/item/03-11-2022-who-immunization-data-portal--global--regional-and-country-immunization-data-at-your-fingertips
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-11-2022-statement-of-the-thirty-third-polio-ihr-emergency-committee
https://www.who.int/news/item/01-11-2022-statement-of-the-thirty-third-polio-ihr-emergency-committee


1 November 2022  
Statement 
The thirty-third meeting of the Emergency Committee under the International Health Regulations 
(2005) (IHR) on the international spread of poliovirus was convened by the WHO Director-General on 
12 October 2022 with committee members and advisers attending via video conference, supported by 
the WHO Secretariat. The Emergency Committee reviewed the data on wild poliovirus (WPV1) and 
circulating vaccine derived polioviruses (cVDPV) in the context of global eradication of WPV and 
cessation of outbreaks of cVDPV2 by end of 2023. Technical updates were received about the situation 
in the following countries and territories: Afghanistan, Algeria, Malawi, Mozambique, Pakistan, the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the United States of America and Yemen…. 
 
… Conclusion 
Although encouraged by the reported progress, the Committee unanimously agreed that 
the risk of international spread of poliovirus remains a Public Health Emergency of 
International Concern (PHEIC) and recommended the extension of Temporary 
Recommendations for a further three months. The Committee recognizes the concerns regarding 
the lengthy duration of the polio PHEIC and the importance of exploring alternative IHR measures in 
the future but concluded that there are still significant risks as exemplified by the importation and 
continued transmission of virus in Malawi and Mozambique. The Committee considered the following 
factors in reaching this conclusion:  
 
Ongoing risk of WPV1 international spread: 
Based on the following factors, the risk of international spread of WPV1 remains: 
- the current outbreak of WPV1 in Pakistan where there have been 20 cases in 2022 with spread 

outside the source of the outbreak but within Pakistan  
- high-risk mobile populations in Pakistan represent a specific risk of international spread to 

Afghanistan in particular  
- the large pool of unvaccinated ‘zero dose’ children in southern Afghanistan constitutes a major risk 

of WPV1 re-introduction;  
- the importation of WPV1 from Pakistan into Malawi and Mozambique, noting that the exact route 

the virus took remains unknown;  
- sub-optimal immunization coverage achieved during recent campaigns in southeastern Africa, 

meaning ongoing transmission may be occurring;  
- surveillance gaps means that such transmission may be missed;  
- pockets of insecurity in the remaining endemic transmission zones.  
 
Ongoing risk of cVDPV2 international spread: 
Based on the following factors, the risk of international spread of cVDPV2 appears to remain high: 
- the explosive outbreak of cVDPV2 in northern Yemen and ongoing high transmission in eastern 

Democratic Republic of the Congo and northern Nigeria, which have caused international spread to 
neighbouring countries;  

- ongoing cross border spread including into newly infected countries such as Algeria, and re-
infection of Benin;  

- the long distance spread by air travel of cVDPV2 between Israel, the United Kingdom and the USA;  
- the ever-widening gap in population intestinal mucosal immunity in young children since the 

withdrawal of OPV2 in 2016 and consequently high concentration of zero dose children in certain 
areas, especially the four areas mentioned above (second dot point)  

- insecurity in those areas that are the source of polio transmission.  



 
Other factors include  
- Weak routine immunization: Many countries have weak immunization systems that can be further 

impacted by humanitarian emergencies including conflict and protracted complex emergencies 
poses a growing risk, leaving populations in these fragile states vulnerable to polio outbreaks.  

- Lack of access: Inaccessibility continues to be a major risk, particularly in northern Yemen which 
have sizable populations that have been unreached with polio vaccine for extended periods of more 
than a year.  

… Based on the current situation regarding WPV1 and cVDPVs, and the reports provided by 
affected countries, the Director-General accepted the Committee’s assessment and on 21 
October 2022 determined that the poliovirus situation continues to constitute a PHEIC 
with respect to WPV1 and cVDPV…  

:::::: 
 
Focus on immunization and surveillance in the in-mid-term evaluation of polio transition 
3 November 2022  
Departmental news 
   A significant changes in the polio eradication and broader global health landscape is the Mid-term 
evaluation of the implementation of the Strategic Action Plan on Polio Transition (2018 - 2023). The 
evaluation provides recommendations to support polio transition stakeholders to strengthen health 
systems, boost essential immunization coverage and maintain responsive surveillance.   
   The polio transition process aims to repurpose the network and infrastructure developed over the 
30+ years of eradication efforts, to support national health priorities and maintain a polio-free world.  
   WHO’s management response to the evaluation, published in September 2022, lays out a roadmap 
for polio transition efforts from 2023 and beyond, in collaboration with national governments and 
partners. The response objectives are aligned with the IA2030 and other key agendas, reflecting the 
value of transitioned essential functions to ensure strong surveillance and immunization systems.     
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Current Emergencies 
Current Corporate Emergencies 
Afghanistan 
Afghanistan: Earthquake Response Situation Report No. 4 (31 October 2022) 
 
Northern Ethiopia 
Ethiopia - Situation Report, 1 Nov 2022 
 
Somalia 
No new digest content identified. 
 
Ukraine 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::::  
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https://www.unocha.org/somalia
https://www.unocha.org/ukraine


:::::: 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 05 Nov 2022]  
https://www.who.int/news 
Selected News/Announcements/Statements 
3 November 2022  
Departmental news 
Highlights of some health key health events at COP27 
 
3 November 2022  
Statement 
Act now: migrant inclusion in climate action is an obligation, not an option 
 
3 November 2022  
Statement 
Global health agencies outline plan to support Ugandan government-led response to 
outbreak of ebola virus disease 
 
3 November 2022  
Departmental news 
Message by the Director of the Department of Immunization, Vaccines and Biologicals at 
WHO 
 
3 November 2022  
Departmental news 
Focus on immunization and surveillance in the in-mid-term evaluation of polio transition 
 
3 November 2022  
Departmental news 
WHO Immunization Data Portal: Global, Regional and Country Immunization data at your 
fingertips 
 
1 November 2022  
Statement 
Statement of the Thirty-third Polio IHR Emergency Committee 
 
1 November 2022  
Statement 
Third meeting of the International Health Regulations (2005) (IHR) Emergency Committee 
regarding the multi-country outbreak of monkeypox 
 
1 November 2022  
Departmental news 
Zimbabwe is the first country in Africa to announce regulatory approval for long-acting 
injectable cabotegravir for HIV prevention 
 
31 October 2022  
Departmental news 
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WHO and WMO launch a new knowledge platform for climate and health 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region  
:: The greater Horn of Africa’s climate-related health crisis worsens as disease outbreaks 
surge  
03 November 2022  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: 4 Nov 2022 
Local interventions crucial to getting back on track to achieve malaria elimination targets 
Washington D.C. 4 November, 2022 (PAHO) – As malaria continues to threaten the lives of around 138 
million people in the region, in the run up to Malaria Day in the Americas, the Pan American Health 
Organization (PAHO) calls on countries to focus on local level surveillance and response to tackle the 
root cause of the disease. Despite advances… 
:: 2 Nov 2022 
PAHO Director Says Collective Efforts Are Needed To Transform Health Systems 
A global symposium, held for the first time in Latin America, seeks to strengthen the capacity to 
respond to public health challenges. Bogotá, Colombia, 2 November 2022 (PAHO) - During the opening 
of the 7th Global Symposium on Health Systems Research, the Director of the Pan American Health 
Organization (PAHO), Dr. Carissa F. Etienne,… 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: 4 November 2022   News release 
WHO/Europe scales up interventions to respond to gender-based violence amid ongoing 
refugee crisis in Republic of Moldova 
:: 4 November 2022  News release 
WHO/Europe accelerates efforts to advance health equity in North Macedonia with data 
and research 
:: 3 November 2022   Statement 
Statement - We need a dual track approach to manage both health and energy crises 
:: 3 November 2022  News release 
WHO and CDC to launch informatics fellowship for eastern Europe and central Asia 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: Philippines: Local health workers champion COVID-19 safety on remote islands 
3 November 2022  
 
:::::: 
 
Disease Outbreak News (DONs)  
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Latest WHO Disease Outbreak News (DONs), providing information on confirmed acute public health 
events or potential events of concern.  
 
3 November 2022 | Avian Influenza A (H5N1) - Spain  
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Events   
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/1 
[Selected]   
Health in COP27 
6 – 18 November 2022  
 
COP27 Health Pavilion 
6 – 18 November 2022  
 
:::::: 
 
New WHO Publications  
https://www.who.int/publications/i 
Selected Titles 
3 November 2022  
WHO technical consultation on preferred product characteristics for drugs used in malaria 
chemoprevention 
 
3 November 2022  
WHO meeting on preferred product characteristics for monoclonal antibodies for malaria 
prevention 
 
2 November 2022  
Strengthening primary health care to tackle racial discrimination, promote intercultural 
services and...  
 
31 October 2022  
Global framework for the response to malaria in urban areas 
 
31 October 2022  
Report of the fourth meeting of the WHO Diagnostic Technical Advisory Group for 
Neglected Tropical Diseases:...  
 
31 October 2022 
Setting global research priorities for urban health 
Overview  
By 2050, more than two thirds of the world’s population will live in urban areas, presenting 
governments and city authorities with the daunting challenge of ensuring citizens have equitable access 
to safe and sustainable transport systems, green spaces, and healthy, sustainable living and working 
environments. To be able to meet this challenge, Member States and nongovernmental organizations 
have called on WHO to support implementation of effective multisectoral interventions to improve the 
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health of urban residents. In response, WHO has developed the Urban Health Research Agenda 
(UHRA) – a set of global urban health research priorities for 2022–2032. 
 
::::::   
::::::   
:::::: 
 
CDC/ACIP [U.S.] [to 05 Nov 2022] 
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html 
Latest News Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 

ACIP Meetings 
Next ACIP Meeting 
No 2022 meetings identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
MMWR  Weekly: Current Volume (71) 
November 4, 2022 / No. 44 
PDF of this issue 
- Routine Vaccination Coverage — Worldwide, 2021 
- Safety Monitoring of Bivalent COVID-19 mRNA Vaccine Booster Doses Among Persons Aged ≥12 

Years — United States, August 31–October 23, 2022 
- Epidemiologic and Clinical Features of Children and Adolescents Aged <18 Years with Monkeypox — 

United States, May 17–September 24, 2022 
- Severe Monkeypox in Hospitalized Patients — United States, August 10–October 10, 2022 
- Wastewater Testing and Detection of Poliovirus Type 2 Genetically Linked to Virus Isolated from a 

Paralytic Polio Case — New York, March 9–October 11, 2022 
 
:::::: 
 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)- CDC 
Announcements/reports/data summaries. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Africa CDC   [to 05 Nov 2022] 
http://www.africacdc.org/ 
News  
Outbreak Brief 6: Sudan Ebola virus disease (EVD) in Uganda 
2 November 2022 
   Outbreak update: Since the last brief (26 October 2022), 21 new confirmed and 12 new confirmed 
deaths (case fatality rate [CFR]: 57%) of Sudan Ebola virus disease (SVD) were reported from Uganda. 
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This is a 56.2% decrease in the number of confirmed cases and a 71% increase in the number of new 
deaths reported compared to last brief. 
    Cumulatively, 130 confirmed cases and 43 confirmed deaths (CFR: 33%) were reported from seven 
health districts: Bunyangabu (1 cases; 0 deaths), Kagadi (1; 1), Kampala (17; 2), Kassanda (40; 11), 
Kyegegwa (4; 1), Mubende (65; 28), and Wakiso (2; 0). A total of 45 recoveries have been registered. 
Healthcare workers account for 13.8% (18) of the cases and 13.9% (6) of all deaths (CFR: 33%)… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
China CDC   
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/ 
 
National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China  [to 05 Nov 2022] 
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/ 
News 
Nov 5: Daily briefing on novel coronavirus cases in China 
   On Nov 4, 31 provincial-level regions and the Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps on the 
Chinese mainland reported 657 new cases of confirmed infections. 

 

National Medical Products Administration – PRC  [to 05 Nov 2022] 
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/  
Chinese mainland reports 704 new local confirmed COVID-19 cases 
2022-11-04 
   The Chinese mainland on Thursday reported 704 locally transmitted confirmed COVID-19 cases, the 
National Health Commission said Friday. 
 
 
CCDC Weekly Reports: Current Volume (4) 
2022-11-04 / No. 44 
PDF of this issue 
- Vital Surveillances: Integrated Rabies Surveillance — Hunan Province, China, 2020  
- HTML(126) PDF 229KB(4)  
- Perspectives: Malaria Elimination in China and Sustainability Concerns in the Post-elimination Stage  
- Notifiable Infectious Diseases Reports: Reported Cases and Deaths of National Notifiable Infectious 

Diseases — China, August 2022  
 
:::::: 
::::::  
:::::: 
 

Organization Announcements 
 
Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 05 Nov 2022] 
https://alleninstitute.org/news-press/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
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BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 05 Nov 2022] 
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center 
Press Releases and Statements  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute    [to 05 Nov 2022] 
https://www.gatesmri.org/news 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute is a non-profit biotech organization. Our mission is 
to develop products to fight malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrheal diseases—three major causes of 
mortality, poverty, and inequality in developing countries. The world has unprecedented scientific tools 
at its disposal; now is the time to use them to save the lives of the world's poorest people  
News: Articles and Publications 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARB-X   [to 05 Nov 2022] 
https://carb-x.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Center for Vaccine Ethics and Policy – GE2P2 Global Foundation   [to 05 Nov 2022] 
https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/ 
News/Analysis/Statements 
:: Past weekly editions of Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review are available here. 
:: Informed Consent: A Monthly Review – November 2022 is now posted here 
 
 
CEPI – Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations  [to 05 Nov 2022] 
http://cepi.net/  
Latest News 
Global health agencies outline plan to support Ugandan Government-led response to 
outbreak of Ebolavirus disease 
JOINT STATEMENT BY CEPI-GAVI-WHO  
News   03 Nov 2022 
 
CEPI Publishes Independent Outcome Evaluation of CEPI 1.0 
   CEO Dr Richard Hatchett reflects on the final report of an independent evaluation of CEPI's first five-
year business cycle (2017-2021)  
News   03 Nov 2022 
 
 
CIOMS – COUNCIL FOR INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS OF MEDICAL SCIENCES  [to05 
Nov 2022] 
https://cioms.ch/ 
News; Publications  
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DARPA – Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency [U.S.] [to 05 Nov 2022 
https://www.darpa.mil/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Duke Global Health Innovation Center  [to 05 Nov 2022] 
https://dukeghic.org/ 
Our Blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EDCTP    [to 05 Nov 2022] 
http://www.edctp.org/ 
The European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) aims to accelerate the 
development of new or improved drugs, vaccines, microbicides and diagnostics against HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria as well as other poverty-related and neglected infectious diseases in sub-
Saharan Africa, with a focus on phase II and III clinical trials 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Emory Vaccine Center    [to 05 Nov 2022] 
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/ 
Vaccine Center News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Vaccine Initiative  [to 05 Nov 2022] 
http://www.euvaccine.eu/  
Latest News, Events  
No new digest content identified 
 

 
Evidence Aid   [to 05 Nov 2022] 
Evidence Aid aims to save lives and livelihoods in disasters by providing decision-makers with the best 
available evidence and by championing its use. 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fondation Merieux  [to 05 Nov 2022] 
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/ 
News, Events   
GABRIEL network 
The Congolese Foundation for Medical Research joins the GABRIEL network 
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November 4, 2022 - Brazzaville (Republic of the Congo) 
   The GABRIEL international scientific network welcomes its 22nd member, the Congolese Foundation 
for Medical Research located in Brazzaville, in the Republic of the Congo. 
 
 
Gavi [to 05 Nov 2022] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News Releases 
Global health agencies outline plan to support Ugandan government-led response to 
outbreak of Ebola virus disease 
   3 November 2022 – Following the declaration of an Ebola outbreak in Uganda on 20 September 
2022, the outbreak has now spread to seven districts (Kasanda, Kyegegwa, Bunyangabu and Kagadi 
districts beyond the original epicenter in Mubende district, and then to Kampala City and Wakiso). The 
government-led response has activated the Incident Management System in order to control the 
outbreak. In support of the Ministry of Health-led efforts, CEPI, Gavi and WHO have outlined a plan to 
accelerate research during the outbreak, to ensure access to investigational doses, and to facilitate 
scaling up and access to any subsequent licensed vaccine. 
   Vaccination is usually one of the response interventions in such an outbreak, however, there are 
currently no licensed vaccines (or therapeutics) for Ebola disease caused by the Sudan ebolavirus 
(SUDV), though there are several candidate vaccines which appear to be suitable for evaluation in a 
clinical trial during this outbreak. 
   By embedding research at heart of the outbreak response, we can achieve two goals: to evaluate 
potentially efficacious candidate vaccines, and to potentially contribute to end this outbreak, and 
protect populations at risk in the future. 
   The Ministry of Health has designated the Makerere University Lung Institute to conduct vaccine and 
therapeutics clinical trials. The clinical trial to evaluate candidate vaccines against this ebolavirus is co-
sponsored by the Ministry of Health in Uganda and WHO, and involves support from partners. A 
Principal investigator from Makerere University Lung Institute will lead the vaccine trial. 
   WHO, CEPI and Gavi are providing support to ensure that sufficient doses of candidate vaccines are 
available for the trial and beyond.  If sufficient doses can be made available, the aim of the vaccine 
trial would be to establish how effective the candidate vaccines are in diverse populations. The vaccine 
developers and funders who will make the candidate vaccines available include the University of Oxford 
and the Serum Institute of India, the Sabin Vaccine Institute and the US government institutions 
Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA) and National Institutes of Health 
(NIH), as well as International AIDS Vaccine Initiative (IAVI) and MSD. 
   Moreover, there are other organisations committed to supporting the overall response, including 
Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC), UNICEF, non-governmental 
organizations, donors, and regulators including the African Vaccine Regulatory Forum (AVAREF)…. 
 
Gavi sets course to support sustainable vaccine manufacturing in Africa with new action 
plan in support of the African Union’s 2040 vision 
3 November 2022  
[See Milestones above for detail] 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 05 Nov 2022] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
Press Releases 
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No new digest content identified 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 05 Nov 2022] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Research Collaboration for Infectious Disease Preparedness [GloPID-R] [to 05 Nov 
2022] 
https://www.glopid-r.org/news/ 
News 
Press Room                
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hilleman Laboratories   [to 05 Nov 2022] 
http://www.hilleman-labs.org/ 
News & Insights 
Hilleman Laboratories to Develop A Thermostable Second-Generation Zaire Ebolavirus 
Vaccine In Collaboration with MSD 
   Singapore, 1 November 2022: Hilleman Laboratories, today announced a collaboration with MSD 
(tradename of Merck & Co., Inc., Rahway, N.J., USA (NYSE: MRK)) to develop a thermostable second-
generation Zaire ebolavirus vaccine candidate building on MSD’s approved Zaire ebolavirus vaccine, 
ERVEBO.®1 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 05 Nov 2022] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news  
Press Room                
Science Education   Oct 31 2022  
Inclusive STEM Learning Environments: Six Institutions Committed to Progress 
   On November 1, 2022, HHMI is making the first grants in our Driving Change initiative, awarding 
$2.5 million each to six universities: Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles, the Ohio State 
University, the University at Albany, University of Maryland Eastern Shore, University of Montana, and 
University of Virginia.   
 
 
Human Vaccines Project   [to 05 Nov 2022] 
http://www.humanvaccinesproject.org/  
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IAVI  [to 05 Nov 2022] 
https://www.iavi.org/ 
Latest News  
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICRC  [to  015 Oct 2022] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
What’s New   [Selected]         
The triple threat of climate change, conflict, and health emergencies: A deadly mix for the 
most vulnerable in fragile settings 
   Climate change is not a distant threat. It is already dramatically affecting vulnerable people across 
the globe. 
04-11-2022 | News release 
 
Syria and Lebanon hit by cholera: Preventing the collapse of essential infrastructure is 
imperative to avoid devastating health and humanitarian consequences 
   Cases of cholera and acute watery diarrhea gripping Syria and Lebanon add a layer to the suffering 
of the people in the two neighboring countries and are another reminder of how crucial it is to support 
and sustain critical infrastructure that enable 
03-11-2022 | News release 
 
 
International Coalition of Medicines Regulatory Authorities [ICMRA] 
http://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/news 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Research  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFFIm 
http://www.iffim.org/ 
Press Releases/Announcements  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFRC   [to 05 Nov 2022] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Press Releases [Selected]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Institut Pasteur   [to 05 Nov 2022] 
https://www.pasteur.fr/en/press-area 
Press Documents 
30.10.2022 
Institut Pasteur Welcomes New, Comprehensive Relationship With UCSF QBI  
   In a ceremony on October 21, 2022, the Institut Pasteur and UC San Francisco Quantitative 
Biosciences Institute (UCSF QBI) announced a new partnership for the joint establishment of  the 
Institut Pasteur-UCSF QBI Center of Excellence in Emerging Infectious Diseases with planned 
operations in San Francisco and Paris 
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ISC / International Science Council  [to 22 Oct 2022] 
https://council.science/current/ 
ISC is a non-governmental organization with a unique global membership that brings together 40 
international scientific Unions and Associations and over 140 national and regional scientific 
organizations including Academies and Research Councils.  
Current 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Union of Immunological Societies (IUIS) 
https://iuis.org/ 
News/Events [Selected]  
IUIS 18th Virtual General Assembly 
Sunday 20th November 2022 
 
 
IVAC  [to 05 Nov 2022] 
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html 
Updates; Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IVI   [to 05 Nov 2022] 
http://www.ivi.int/ 
IVI News & Announcements 
IVI conducts 1st Introductory Course for Standard Practice (GxP Course) Oct. 31 – Nov. 18 
 
 
Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security   [to 05 Nov 2022] 
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/news/center-news/ 
Center News  [Selected]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 05 Nov 2022]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements]  
Belarus  
A revolution in TB treatment leads to safer and more effective practice  
Project Update 31 Oct 2022  
 
 
National Academy of Medicine - USA  [to 05 Nov 2022] 
https://nam.edu/programs/ 
News [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
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National Academy of Sciences - USA  [to 05 Nov 2022] 
http://www.nasonline.org/news-and-multimedia/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
National Vaccine Program Office - U.S. HHS  [to 05 Nov 2022] 
https://www.hhs.gov/vaccines/about/index.html 
Upcoming Meetings/Latest Updates  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
NIH  [to 05 Nov 2022] 
http://www.nih.gov/  
News Releases   
NIH’s Climate and Health Initiative tackles global health effects associated with a 
changing climate 
November 4, 2022 — Agency leaders discuss new research plan in The Lancet.  
 
Monoclonal antibody prevents malaria infection in African adults 
October 31, 2022 — Antibody protected NIH clinical trial participants during six-month malaria season.  
 
 
PATH  [to 05 Nov 2022]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to05 Nov 2022] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
Selected Reports/Press Releases  
Nov 01 2022 
Press Releases 
The Rockefeller Foundation Announces $3 Million in New Funding for Data Science 
Platform Global.health To Strengthen Pathogen Surveillance and Response 
   New funding will support data integration between Global.health, WHO, and others to analyze 
genomic, climate, wastewater, mobility, epidemiological, and clinical data to better predict emerging 
threats of infectious disease and … 
 
 
Sabin Vaccine Institute  [to 05 Nov 2022] 
https://www.sabin.org/press/ 
Latest News & Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
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https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/the-rockefeller-foundation-announces-3-million-in-new-funding-for-data-science-platform-global-health-to-strengthen-pathogen-surveillance-and-response/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/the-rockefeller-foundation-announces-3-million-in-new-funding-for-data-science-platform-global-health-to-strengthen-pathogen-surveillance-and-response/
https://www.sabin.org/press/


UNAIDS [to 05 Nov 2022]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 22 Oct 2022] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Press Releases, News Notes, Statements  [Selected]  
Press release 
03 November 2022  
Hunger and malnutrition being driven by climate crisis and conflict in South Sudan  
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/hunger-and-malnutrition-being-driven-climate-crisis-and-
conflict-south-sudan  
   JUBA, 3 November 2022 – Hunger and malnutrition are on the rise across the flood, drought, and 
conflict-affected areas of South Sudan, with some communities likely to face starvation if humanitarian 
assistance is not sustained and climate adaptation measures are not scaled-up, the United Nations 
warned today. The latest Integrated Food Security…  
 
 
Unitaid  [to 05 Nov 2022] 
https://unitaid.org/ 
Featured News 
02 November 2022 
Unitaid to address intellectual property-related barriers for broader access to health 
technologies with new call for proposals  
Submissions are welcomed until 1 February 2023 at 12:00 (noon) CET. 
   Intellectual property rights are an important incentivizing mechanism to accelerate the development 
of innovations to respond to global health challenges. But while they can be effective in stimulating and 
rewarding innovation in global health, they can also contribute to inequitable access to new products, 
as has been increasingly recognized over the course of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
   TRIPS flexibilities – legal mechanisms allowing countries to overcome or reduce the potential 
negative impact of patents in response to specific public health needs – are intended to address equity 
barriers. 
Unitaid seeks to fund projects that will support the use of TRIPS flexibilities and other solutions to 
prevent or remove unwarranted intellectual property barriers. Unitaid is particularly interested in 
ensuring the availability and affordability of health products for HIV, tuberculosis, hepatitis C, and other 
diseases and conditions outlined in the 2023-2027 Strategy… 
 
 
Vaccine Equity Cooperative [nee Initiative]   [to 05 Nov 2022] 
https://vaccineequitycooperative.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccination Acceptance & Demand Initiative [Sabin)  [to 05 Nov 2022] 
https://www.vaccineacceptance.org/ 

http://www.unaids.org/en
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2022/5/629087f94/unhcr-deeply-concerned-renewed-violence-displacing-thousands-north-kivu.html
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https://unitaid.org/
https://unitaid.org/news-blog/unitaid-to-address-intellectual-property-related-barriers-for-broader-access-to-health-technologies-with-new-call-for-proposals/#en
https://unitaid.org/news-blog/unitaid-to-address-intellectual-property-related-barriers-for-broader-access-to-health-technologies-with-new-call-for-proposals/#en
https://unitaid.org/assets/Unitaid_Strategy_2023-2027.pdf
https://vaccineequitycooperative.org/news/
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Announcements, Blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Confidence Project  [to 05 Nov 2022] 
http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/ 
News, Research and Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Education Center – Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia  [to 05 Nov 2022] 
http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 05 Nov 2022] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News. Opinion, Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Wistar Institute   [to22 Oct 2022] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Media 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WFPHA: World Federation of Public Health Associations  [to 05 Nov 2022] 
https://www.wfpha.org/ 
Latest News - Blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Bank [to  015 Oct 2022] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
All News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 05 Nov 2022] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Medical Association [WMA]   [to05 Nov 2022] 
https://www.wma.net/news-press/press-releases/ 

http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/
http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases
https://www.wfpha.org/
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.wcoomd.org/
https://www.wma.net/news-press/press-releases/


Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 05 Nov 2022] 
https://www.oie.int/en/ 
Press Releases, Statements 
Press Release 
Scaling up global collaboration to eradicate deadly animal diseases 
Published on 4 November 2022 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to05 Nov 2022] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events [Selected] 
Director-General meets with CEOs to discuss improved access to COVID-19 therapeutics 
3 November 2022 
   Director-General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala met on 3 November with CEOs from a range of companies 
engaged in the production of key COVID-19 therapeutics. The purpose of the meeting was to review 
current challenges for expanding and diversifying production of therapeutics and explore the potential 
role of trade policy tools in addressing and overcoming those challenges, especially in light of ongoing 
discussions among WTO members on extending the TRIPS Decision at the 12th WTO Ministerial 
Conference (MC12) to COVID-19 diagnostics and therapeutics. 
 
WTO issues information note on technical barriers to trade discussions relating to COVID-
19 
31 October 2022 
   The WTO Secretariat issued a new information note on 31 October providing an overview of 
discussions within the Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) relating to COVID-19. 
   The note points out that 34 WTO members have submitted 225 COVID-19 related notifications to the 
TBT Committee, accounting for 46 per cent of all WTO notifications relating to COVID-19. The 
notifications mostly deal with the extraordinary and temporary streamlining of certification and related 
procedures and the introduction of new regulatory requirements for medical goods in response to the 
pandemic… 
 
WHO, WIPO, WTO workshop looks at innovation and access to COVID-19 diagnostics and 
beyond 
29 October 2022 
   The third in a series of technical workshops jointly hosted by the World Health Organization (WHO), 
the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and the WTO discussed on 29 October a wide 
range of health, intellectual property and trade issues regarding diagnostics, with the purpose of 
getting a better understanding of innovation and equitable access in this sector. The workshop, 
attended by 188 participants, was divided into two sessions: factual introductions by WHO, WIPO and 
WTO secretariats followed by a roundtable discussion by experts from various backgrounds. 
 
:::::: 
 
ARM [Alliance for Regenerative Medicine]  [to 05 Nov 2022] 

https://www.oie.int/en/
https://www.woah.org/en/scaling-up-global-collaboration-to-eradicate-deadly-animal-diseases/
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news22_e/dgno_03nov22_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news22_e/covid_31oct22_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news22_e/covid_31oct22_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news22_e/igo_02nov22_e.htm
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https://alliancerm.org/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BIO    [to 05 Nov 2022] 
https://www.bio.org/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DCVMN – Developing Country Vaccine Manufacturers Network  [to 05 Nov 2022] 
http://www.dcvmn.org/ 
News; Upcoming events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICBA – International Council of Biotechnology Associations   [to 05 Nov 2022] 
https://internationalbiotech.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFPMA   [to 05 Nov 2022] 
http://www.ifpma.org/resources/news-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Publications 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Alliance of Patients’ Organizations – IAPO  [to 05 Nov 2022] 
https://www.iapo.org.uk/news/topic/6  
Press and media [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association [IGBA] 
https://www.igbamedicines.org/ 
News 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PhRMA    [to 05 Nov 2022] 
http://www.phrma.org/  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
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:::::: 
 
Vaccines/Therapeutics/Medicines – Selected Developer/Manufacturer Announcements  
 
AstraZeneca 
Press Releases    
Beyfortus approved in the EU for the prevention of RSV lower respiratory tract disease in 
infants 
04 November 2022 
 
Vaxzevria receives full Marketing Authorisation in the EU for the prevention of COVID-19 
01 November 2022 
  
Bharat Biotech  
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
BioCubaFarma – Cuba 
Últimas Noticias  - Website not responding at inquiry 
 
Biological E  
News    
BE’s CORBEVAX Safe & Immunogenic in 5-18 Age Group 
The phase II/III clinical trials results have been published by Vaccine, a peer-reviewed and reputed 
international journal 
   Hyderabad, November 3, 2022: Biological E. Limited (BE), a Hyderabad-based vaccine and 
pharmaceutical company, today announced the publication of CORBEVAX COVID-19 vaccine phase 
II/III clinical trials conducted in paediatric population (5 to <18 age group). The study results have 
been accepted and published in Vaccine, a peer-reviewed, reputed international journal. CORBEVAX 
India’s first indigenously developed Receptor Binding Domain (RBD) protein sub-unit vaccine for 
COVID-19 has demonstrated excellent safety… 
 
BioNTech 
Press Releases  
Pfizer and BioNTech Announce Updated Clinical Data for Omicron BA.4/BA.5-Adapted 
Bivalent Booster Demonstrating Substantially Higher Immune Response in Adults 
Compared to the Original COVID-19 Vaccine 
4 November 2022 
 
Pfizer and BioNTech Initiate Phase 1 Study of Single Dose mRNA-Based Combination 
Vaccine Candidate for Influenza and COVID-19 
3 November 2022 
 
Boehringer 
Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
CanSinoBIO 
News - Website not responding at inquiry 
 

https://www.astrazeneca.com/media-centre/press-releases.html
https://www.astrazeneca.com/content/astraz/media-centre/press-releases/2022/beyfortus-approved-in-the-eu-for-the-prevention-of-rsv-lower-respiratory-tract-disease-in-infants.html
https://www.astrazeneca.com/content/astraz/media-centre/press-releases/2022/beyfortus-approved-in-the-eu-for-the-prevention-of-rsv-lower-respiratory-tract-disease-in-infants.html
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https://www.astrazeneca.com/content/astraz/media-centre/press-releases/2022/beyfortus-approved-in-the-eu-for-the-prevention-of-rsv-lower-respiratory-tract-disease-in-infants.html
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https://www.bharatbiotech.com/press_releases.html
https://www.biocubafarma.cu/noticias/noticias.php?TOp=2
https://www.biologicale.com/news.html
https://www.biologicale.com/news.html
https://investors.biontech.de/press-releases
https://investors.biontech.de/news-releases/news-release-details/pfizer-and-biontech-announce-updated-clinical-data-omicron
https://investors.biontech.de/news-releases/news-release-details/pfizer-and-biontech-announce-updated-clinical-data-omicron
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http://116.255.206.169:8080/html/1/179/180/index.html


CIGB 
Latest News   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Cinnagen 
Recent News   - No new digest announcements identified   
  
Clover Biopharmaceuticals - China 
News  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Curevac  [Bayer Ag – Germany] 
News   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Gamaleya National Center 
Latest News and Events - See Russia above. 
 
GSK 
Press releases for media   
02 November 2022  
GSK’s respiratory syncytial virus older adult vaccine candidate granted Priority Review by 
US FDA 
   The US FDA has accepted a Biologics License Application and granted Priority Review for its RSV 
older adult vaccine candidate. 
 
IMBCAMS, China 
Home  - Website not responding at inquiry   
 
Janssen/JNJ 
Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Medicago 
Media  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Merck 
News releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Moderna 
Press Releases   
04 November, 2022 
Moderna Receives Health Canada Authorization for Second Omicron-Targeting Bivalent 
Booster 
 
01 November, 2022 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare in Japan Approves Partial Change to a New Drug 
Authorization for Moderna's Omicron-Targeting Bivalent Booster COVID-19 Vaccine, 
mRNA-1273.222 
 
Nanogen 
News   - No new digest announcements identified   
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https://www.cloverbiopharma.com/news.html
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https://nanogenpharma.com/news


 
Novartis 
News  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Novavax 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Pfizer 
Recent Press Releases   
Pfizer and BioNTech Announce Updated Clinical Data for Omicron BA.4/BA.5-Adapted 
Bivalent Booster Demonstrating Substantially Higher Immune Response in Adults 
Compared to the Original COVID-19 Vaccine 
11.04.2022  
 
Pfizer and BioNTech Initiate Phase 1 Study of Single Dose mRNA-Based Combination 
Vaccine Candidate for Influenza and COVID-19  
Thursday, November 03, 2022 -  
- Novel combination vaccination approach aims to help protect individuals against two severe 

respiratory viral diseases 
- Candidate combines Pfizer’s quadrivalent modRNA-based influenza vaccine candidate with the 

companies’ Omicron-adapted bivalent COVID-19 vaccine based on BA.4/BA.5, each of which is 
based on BioNTech’s proprietary mRNA platform technology 

- U.S.-based study to include 180 participants 18 to 64 years of age with the first participant dosed 
this week  

 
Pfizer Announces Positive Top-Line Data of Phase 3 Global Maternal Immunization Trial for 
its Bivalent Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) Vaccine Candidate  
11.01.2022  
 
R-Pharm 
https://rpharm-us.com/index.php 
[No news or media page identified] 
 
Sanofi Pasteur 
Press Releases  - 
November 4, 2022   Press releases  
European Commission grants first approval worldwide of Beyfortus® (nirsevimab) for 
prevention of RSV disease in infants  
 
Serum Institute of India 
NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Shifa Pharmed [Iran] 
http://shafapharmed.com/ 
No news page identified. 
 
Sinopharm/WIBPBIBP 
News  - No new digest announcements identified   
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https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2022
https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2022/2022-11-04-07-00-00-2548492
https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2022/2022-11-04-07-00-00-2548492
https://www.seruminstitute.com/
http://shafapharmed.com/
http://www.sinopharm.com/en/g1363/m4173.aspx


 
Sinovac 
Press Releases   
SINOVAC Varicella Vaccine Prequalified by WHO 
2022/11/04 
 
SK Biosciences 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Takeda 
Newsroom  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Valneva 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Vector State Research Centre of Viralogy and Biotechnology 
Home   - Website not responding [404 error] 
 
WestVac Biopharma  
Media   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Zhifei Longcom, China 
[Anhui Zhifei Longcom Biologic Pharmacy Co., Ltd.] 

[No website identified] 
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Journal Watch 
   Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review continues its weekly scanning of key peer-reviewed 
journals to identify and cite articles, commentary and editorials, books reviews and other content 
supporting our focus on vaccine ethics and policy. Journal Watch is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative of themes and issues the Center is actively tracking. We selectively provide full text of some 
editorial and comment articles that are specifically relevant to our work. Successful access to some of 
the links provided may require subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher.  
     If you would like to suggest other journal titles to include in this service, please contact David Curry 
at: david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org 
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AJOB Empirical Bioethics 
Volume 13, 2022  Issue 4 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
AMA Journal of Ethics 
Volume 24, Number 10: E913-1027  Oct 2022 
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/health-care-waste 
Health Care Waste  
Most health care generated waste is not hazardous, but it is voluminous. Health care organizations 
have obligations to manage waste in ways that minimize environmental impact and express their status 
as good citizens of their global, domestic, and regional communities. Resource-rich countries generate 
on average more than double the amount of hazardous waste per bed per day than resource-poor 
countries, and waste processing is concentrated in minoritized communities nearly everywhere. 
Segregating waste and reducing overall volume are key to curbing primary and secondary emissions 
that contaminate air and water. Decarbonization and moving the health care sector to net-zero 
emissions are key expressions of sincerity about motivating health equity. 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
October 2022  Volume 50  Issue 10  p1077-1192 
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
October 2022  Volume 63  Issue 4  p469-668 
https://www.ajpmonline.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
October 2022  112(10) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 

 

American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 107 (2022): Issue 4_Suppl (Oct 2022) 
https://www.ajtmh.org/view/journals/tpmd/107/4_Suppl/tpmd.107.issue-4_Suppl.xml 
International Centers of Excellence for Malaria Research (ICEMR): Achievements in the 
Last Decade  
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Annals of Internal Medicine 
October 2022  Volume 175, Issue 10 
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal 
Volume 311    October 2022 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/310/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 05 Nov 2022) 
The impact of COVID-19 pandemic on hospital admissions for nine diseases in Iran: insight 
from an interrupted time series analysis  
Associations between the COVID-19 pandemic and hospitalizations have not been studied Iran. This 
study aimed to examine the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on hospital admissions for nine 
categories of disease...  
Authors: Sina Ahmadi, Ali Kazemi-Karyani, Nasim Badiee, Sarah Byford, Ali Mohammadi, Bakhtiar 
Piroozi and Satar Rezaei  
Citation: Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 2022 20:58  
Content type: Comment Published on: 1 November 2022  
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
September 2022 - Volume 7 - Suppl 7 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/7/Suppl_7 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 05 Nov 2022) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 05 Nov 2022) 
High vaccine effectiveness against severe COVID-19 in the elderly in Finland before and 
after the emergence of Omicron  
The elderly are highly vulnerable to severe COVID-19. Waning immunity and emergence of Omicron 
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    Many migrants living in high-income countries have increased morbidity and mortality due to 
undetected and untreated infections. Improving and strengthening the care continuum (screening and 
linkage to care and treatment) and building migrant-friendly health systems that improve access to 
care will be required to address this health disparity. 
 
Perspective 
Management of cross-border mobilities during the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic in Europe and 
implications for public health provision to migrants  
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   Although many countries introduced border-control measures to prevent the spread of severe acute 
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2), migrants on the move, like labour migrants and 
asylum seekers were trapped within the developing border politics. Here, we discuss how pre-existing 
gaps in international public health infrastructures have positioned migrants at a higher risk of SARS-
CoV-2. 
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   Science diplomacy—the use of science to advance diplomatic goals—is critical for addressing 
challenges to the global commons such as climate change and pandemics. Beyond the formal 
processes of science diplomacy, scientists and scientific organizations can play important informal 
diplomatic roles. 
 
 
PLoS Genetics 
https://journals.plos.org/plosgenetics/ 
(Accessed 05 Nov 2022)  
Research Article 
Exome-wide association study to identify rare variants influencing COVID-19 outcomes: 
Results from the Host Genetics Initiative  
Guillaume Butler-Laporte, et al.  
Research Article | published 03 Nov 2022 PLOS Genetics  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pgen.1010367  
Abstract 
Host genetics is a key determinant of COVID-19 outcomes. Previously, the COVID-19 Host Genetics 
Initiative genome-wide association study used common variants to identify multiple loci associated with 
COVID-19 outcomes. However, variants with the largest impact on COVID-19 outcomes are expected 
to be rare in the population. Hence, studying rare variants may provide additional insights into disease 
susceptibility and pathogenesis, thereby informing therapeutics development. Here, we combined 
whole-exome and whole-genome sequencing from 21 cohorts across 12 countries and performed rare 
variant exome-wide burden analyses for COVID-19 outcomes. In an analysis of 5,085 severe disease 
cases and 571,737 controls, we observed that carrying a rare deleterious variant in the SARS-CoV-2 

https://publications.aap.org/pediatrics/issue/150/3
https://link.springer.com/journal/40273/volumes-and-issues/40-10
https://journals.plos.org/plosbiology/
https://journals.plos.org/plosbiology/article?id=10.1371/journal.pbio.3001848
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pbio.3001848
https://journals.plos.org/plosgenetics/
https://journals.plos.org/plosgenetics/article?id=10.1371/journal.pgen.1010367
https://journals.plos.org/plosgenetics/article?id=10.1371/journal.pgen.1010367
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pgen.1010367


sensor toll-like receptor TLR7 (on chromosome X) was associated with a 5.3-fold increase in severe 
disease (95% CI: 2.75–10.05, p = 5.41x10-7). This association was consistent across sexes. These 
results further support TLR7 as a genetic determinant of severe disease and suggest that larger studies 
on rare variants influencing COVID-19 outcomes could provide additional insights. 
Author summary 
COVID-19 clinical outcomes vary immensely, but a patient’s genetic make-up is an important 
determinant of how they will fare against the virus. While many genetic variants commonly found in 
the populations were previously found to be contributing to more severe disease by the COVID-19 Host 
Genetics Initiative, it isn’t clear if more rare variants found in less individuals could also play a role. This 
is important because genetic variants with the largest impact on COVID-19 severity are expected to be 
rarely found in the population, and these rare variants require different technologies to be studies 
(usually whole-exome or whole-genome sequencing). Here, we combined sequencing results from 21 
cohorts across 12 countries to perform a rare variant association study. In an analysis comprising 5,085 
participants with severe COVID-19 and 571,737 controls, we found that the gene for toll-like receptor 7 
(TLR7) on chromosome X was an important determinant of severe COVID-19. Importantly, despite 
being found on a sex chromosome, this observation was consistent across both sexes. 
 
 
PLoS Medicine 
http://www.plosmedicine.org/   
(Accessed 05 Nov 2022)  
Perspective  
The rapidly evolving monkeypox epidemic: A call to action to leave no one behind  
Steffanie A. Strathdee, Davey M. Smith, Megan Halbrook, Placide Mbala-Kingebeni, Shira Abeles, 
Francesca Torriani, Anne Rimoin  
| published 31 Oct 2022 PLOS Medicine  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1004128  
uncorrected proof. 
Author summary 
Within 5 months, an emerging human monkeypox virus (MPXV) pandemic has caused >65,000 cases, 
leading the World Health Organization to declare it a public health emergency of international concern 
(PHEIC). Applying former United States Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld’s idiom, we reflect upon 
the “known knowns,” “known unknowns,” and “unknown unknowns” to improve prevention and 
treatment for this and future pandemics. 
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Observing many researchers using the same data and hypothesis reveals a hidden universe 
of uncertainty 
Nate Breznau, Eike Mark Rinke,[...] Tomasz Żółtak 
Abstract 
This study explores how researchers’ analytical choices affect the reliability of scientific findings. Most 
discussions of reliability problems in science focus on systematic biases. We broaden the lens to 
emphasize the idiosyncrasy of conscious and unconscious decisions that researchers make during data 
analysis. We coordinated 161 researchers in 73 research teams and observed their research decisions 
as they used the same data to independently test the same prominent social science hypothesis: that 
greater immigration reduces support for social policies among the public. In this typical case of social 
science research, research teams reported both widely diverging numerical findings and substantive 
conclusions despite identical start conditions. Researchers’ expertise, prior beliefs, and expectations 
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barely predict the wide variation in research outcomes. More than 95% of the total variance in 
numerical results remains unexplained even after qualitative coding of all identifiable decisions in each 
team’s workflow. This reveals a universe of uncertainty that remains hidden when considering a single 
study in isolation. The idiosyncratic nature of how researchers’ results and conclusions varied is a 
previously underappreciated explanation for why many scientific hypotheses remain contested. These 
results call for greater epistemic humility and clarity in reporting scientific findings. 
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   Several introductions of monkeypox viruses of different origins have occurred in the United States, 
with evidence of recurrent APOBEC3 editing since 2017.  
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