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Milestones, Perspectives 
 
:::::: 

:::::: 
 
Mercury Project to Boost Covid-19 Vaccination Rates and Counter Public Health Mis- and 
Disinformation in 17 Countries Worldwide 

The Social Science Research Council is providing USD 7.2 million to 12 teams advancing ambitious, 
applied social and behavioral science to combat the growing global threat posed by low Covid-19 
vaccination rates and public health mis- and disinformation   
 

NEW YORK | August 23, 2022—The Social Science Research Council (SSRC) announced it will 
provide an initial USD 7.2 million in direct research funds to 12 teams working in 17 

countries in order to better understand how health mis- and disinformation spreads, how 
to combat it, and how to build stronger information systems, while increasing Covid-19 
vaccination rates.  
 

Through the Mercury Project—enabled by The Rockefeller Foundation, Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation, Craig Newmark Philanthropies, and the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation with a total of USD 

10.25 million so far—the SSRC is supporting a first cohort of social and behavioral scientists from 
around the world to generate much-needed new research on locally tailored solutions in Bolivia, 

Brazil, Côte D’Ivoire, Ghana, Haiti, India, Kenya, Malawi, Mexico, Nigeria, Rwanda, 
Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Tanzania, United States, and Zimbabwe. 
 
Following the characterization of inaccurate health information by the U.S. Surgeon General as an 
“urgent threat,” and by the World Health Organization as an “infodemic,” the SSRC issued a call for 
proposals to counter the growing global threats posed by public health mis- and disinformation and low 

Covid-19 vaccination rates, and received nearly 200 submissions from around the world. 
 

“With Covid-19 prevalent and rapidly evolving everywhere, there is a pressing need to identify 
interventions with the potential to increase vaccination take-up. Vaccines are only effective if they 

become vaccinations; vaccines are a scientific marvel but their potential is unfulfilled if they are left on 
the shelf,” said Anna Harvey, President of SSRC. “The large volume of high-quality proposals submitted 
to the Mercury Project underscores just how eager the social and behavioral science community is to 
evaluate interventions to increase vaccination demand and build healthier information environments.” 

 
Researchers in the Mercury Project’s first cohort are affiliated with research institutions 

and implementing partners around the world: 
- Canada: University of Regina 

- Côte d’Ivoire: Centre for Research and Action for Peace 
- England: The London School of Economics, London School of Health and Tropical Medicine, the 

University of Bristol, University of Lincoln, and University of Warwick 
- France: Aix-Marseille School of Economics 
- Ghana: Ghana Health Service, Innovations for Poverty Action, University of Health and Allied 

Sciences 
- Haiti: Zanmi Lasante (Partners in Health) 

- Kenya: Partnership for African Social and Governance Research 

https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/mercury-project-to-boost-covid-19-vaccination-rates-and-counter-public-health-mis-and-disinformation-in-17-countries-worldwide/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/mercury-project-to-boost-covid-19-vaccination-rates-and-counter-public-health-mis-and-disinformation-in-17-countries-worldwide/
https://www.ssrc.org/programs/the-mercury-project/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK572169/
https://www.who.int/health-topics/infodemic#tab=tab_1


- India: Centre for Policy Research 
- Malawi: Abwenzi Pa Za Umoyo (Partners in Health) 

- Mexico: Center for Research and Teaching in Economics, Institute Tecnologico Autonomo de 
Mexico, and Instituto Tecnológico y de Estudios Superiores de Monterrey 

- Sierra Leone: Ministry of Health and Sanitation, Ram Labs, Unicef 
- Spain: University Carlos III 
- Rwanda: Inshuti Mu Buzima (Partners in Health) 
- Tanzania: Economic and Social Research Foundation, National Institute of Medical Research, 

University of Dar es Salaam 
- United States: Carnegie Mellon, Columbia, Duke, Harvard and Harvard Medical School, MIT, New 

York University, Rutgers, St. Augustine University, Stanford, UC Berkeley, University of Southern 
California, the University of Chicago, the University of Pennsylvania, the University of Michigan, 

Vanderbilt, and Yale… 
 

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
New Analysis of The Rockefeller Foundation’s Equity-First Vaccination Initiative Finds 

Hyper Local Engagement Key to Fighting Covid Crisis 
RAND Corporation Study demonstrates how community-based organizations are central to efforts to 
promote Covid-19 vaccination equity and strengthen public health systems  
 
NEW YORK | August 25, 2022 ― Hyper-local engagement involving community-based 
organizations (CBOs) can help create a more-resilient public health infrastructure that is 
better prepared for future challenges that disproportionally affect Black, indigenous, and 
People of Color (BIPOC), according to a new report from the Rand Corporation. The report, “Putting 
Equity First in Covid-19 Vaccination,” analyzed results from the Equity-First Vaccine Initiative (EVI), a 
five-city project funded by The Rockefeller Foundation designed to increase vaccine uptake among 

these populations. 
 

The EVI initiative, which ran from April 2021 to April 2022, addressed multiple barriers to 
increasing Covid-19 vaccination rates among BIPOC populations in Baltimore, Chicago, 

Houston, Newark, New Jersey, and Oakland, CA, by using a hyper-local approach, including 
involvement from CBOs not typically considered part of public health outreach. CBOs focused on voter 
registration, food insecurity, and youth development, among others, were integral parts of the work. 
Barriers included a lack of access to accurate information, shortage of trusted leaders, and difficulty 

accessing vaccine services due to travel constraints and work conflicts. 
 

The primary goal of the work was to help the CBOs build broad capacity to respond to community 
needs. EVI helped these organizations work together to build health communication infrastructure and 

skills, establish stronger relationships, networks, and communities of practice in their cities; and 
advocate for equitable policies. 

 
During the study period, which was funded by The Rockefeller Foundation, vaccinations 
provided through the initiative’s participants continued to trend upward, while at the 
national level the number of first and second doses of Covid-19 vaccines given per month 
steadily declined… 

 

https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/new-analysis-of-the-rockefeller-foundations-equity-first-vaccination-initiative-finds-hyper-local-engagement-key-to-fighting-covid-crisis/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/new-analysis-of-the-rockefeller-foundations-equity-first-vaccination-initiative-finds-hyper-local-engagement-key-to-fighting-covid-crisis/
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_briefs/RBA1627-2.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_briefs/RBA1627-2.html
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/the-rockefeller-foundation-launches-20-million-initiative-to-increase-covid-19-vaccination-rates-among-communities-of-color/


:::::: 
:::::: 

 
Statement by Anthony S. Fauci, M.D. 

NIH   August 22, 2022 — Dr. Fauci announces he is stepping down.  
I am announcing today that I will be stepping down from the positions of Director of the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) and Chief of the NIAID Laboratory of 
Immunoregulation, as well as the position of Chief Medical Advisor to President Joe Biden. I will be 

leaving these positions in December of this year to pursue the next chapter of my career. 
 

It has been the honor of a lifetime to have led the NIAID, an extraordinary institution, for so many 
years and through so many scientific and public health challenges. I am very proud of our many 

accomplishments. I have worked with — and learned from — countless talented and dedicated people 
in my own laboratory, at NIAID, at NIH and beyond. To them I express my abiding respect and 

gratitude. 
 
Over the past 38 years as NIAID Director, I have had the enormous privilege of serving under and 
advising seven Presidents of the United States, beginning with President Ronald Reagan, on newly 

emerging and re-emerging infectious disease threats including HIV/AIDS, West Nile virus, the anthrax 
attacks, pandemic influenza, various bird influenza threats, Ebola and Zika, among others, and, of 

course, most recently the COVID-19 pandemic. I am particularly proud to have served as the Chief 
Medical Advisor to President Joe Biden since the very first day of his administration. 

 
While I am moving on from my current positions, I am not retiring. After more than 50 years of 
government service, I plan to pursue the next phase of my career while I still have so much energy 
and passion for my field. I want to use what I have learned as NIAID Director to continue to advance 
science and public health and to inspire and mentor the next generation of scientific leaders as they 
help prepare the world to face future infectious disease threats. 

 
Over the coming months, I will continue to put my full effort, passion and commitment into my current 

responsibilities, as well as help prepare the Institute for a leadership transition. NIH is served by some 
of the most talented scientists in the world, and I have no doubt that I am leaving this work in very 

capable hands. 
 
Thanks to the power of science and investments in research and innovation, the world has been able to 
fight deadly diseases and help save lives around the globe. I am proud to have been part of this 

important work and look forward to helping to continue to do so in the future. 
 

:::::: 
:::::: 

 
Featured Journal Content 

 
Science 
Volume 377| Issue 6609| 26 Aug 2022 
https://www.science.org/toc/science/current 
Editorial 
The FDA and scientific priorities 

https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/statement-anthony-s-fauci-md
https://www.science.org/toc/science/current
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.ade5003


BY  Robert M. Califf 
25 Aug 2022 

Earlier this year, when I was confirmed as the new commissioner of the US Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), the world faced ongoing public health issues related to the pandemic and war in 

Ukraine, among other challenges. Most notably, the US is experiencing a flattening or decline in life 
expectancy compared with other high-income countries. As part of a wider effort to reverse this 
decline, relationships between FDA and the biomedical ecosystem should be reimagined to facilitate 
more effective translation of science into successful health interventions. 

 
The biomedical community’s response to COVID-19 has provided multiple tools—vaccines; antiviral 

medications and other therapeutics; diagnostic testing—that can help prevent infection and 
transmission and treat patients. FDA’s flexibility and guidance regarding compressed time frames for 

research, development, testing, and regulatory approval were crucial in responding to this ever-
changing public health threat. Equally important was the ability to streamline clinical trials to efficiently 

produce data that enabled a clear understanding of the risks and benefits for new or repurposed 
therapeutics. FDA will apply these lessons, where relevant, to other areas of biomedical product 
development. A reciprocal emphasis on reinventing research translation across biomedical sectors is 
needed to meet the moment. 

 
Despite progress in treating cancer and rare diseases, declines in US life expectancy are driven by 

common, chronic diseases (CCDs), including cardiometabolic, lung, and kidney disease, along with 
mental health conditions. Use of tobacco products and increases in deaths due to opioid overdose are 

also driving negative national statistics. Existing approaches to develop and assess pharmacologic 
therapies, medical devices, and interventions for CCDs and addiction, including behavioral techniques, 
should be reexamined by the biomedical community. While the FDA revitalizes its approaches, the 
biomedical community should also review its priorities so that it can deliver more new therapies in 
these areas, particularly for those suffering most: racial and ethnic minorities, people with less 
education and wealth, and those living in rural areas. Consortia comprising patients, researchers, 

regulators, and the medical products industry are needed, as exemplified by substantial progress in 
therapies for cystic fibrosis, type 1 diabetes mellitus, and multiple myeloma. FDA will focus on 

translating new science into treatments and diagnostics, working closely with the National Institutes of 
Health and its grantees, the recently formed Advanced Research Projects Agency for Health, and 

patient advocacy groups. 
 
Integrating research and clinical care with access to digital information presents enormous potential to 
benefit the research enterprise and health outcomes. However, societal norms for research 

participation and data sharing should be revamped, including attention to cyber-attack vulnerability. It 
is hoped that modernizing FDA’s digital infrastructure will prompt complementary efforts by the 

biomedical community to evolve a national digital infrastructure that enables swift, systematic 
gathering of patient data, collectively yielding detailed understanding of “real-world” benefits and risks 

of medical products. This network should also support faster, more comprehensive approaches to risk–
benefit issues for food, where considerations of nutritional value, supply-chain data, presence of toxic 

substances, whole-genome pathogen sequencing, and impact of intentional gene modification can be 
integrated with health outcomes. In the face of global climate change, a safe, resilient, and effective 
food system is a priority. Involving consumers and patients directly in the process of FDA’s technology 
development represents a major opportunity to harness social science and human behavioral research 
and engage with the public more meaningfully. 

 



Misinformation has undermined the credibility of science and evidence-based processes that improve 
societal well-being. The FDA is working to restore public confidence by prioritizing clear, direct, and 

transparent communication as a priority. However, broader efforts spanning the biomedical ecosystem 
are needed to create an effective consortium that ensures access to truthful information about 

biomedical science and health. 
 
Although FDA’s primary mission is to safeguard the well-being of Americans, it operates in a global 
environment. FDA will continue to work with scientific, public health, and regulatory communities 

around the world to establish robust information systems for monitoring viral and biological 
environments, disease transmission, and the safety of medicines and food produced outside the US. 

COVID-19 has been a clarion call for public health agencies and biomedical scientists worldwide to 
collaborate as never before. 

 
Research Articles 
The Huanan Seafood Wholesale Market in Wuhan was the early epicenter of the COVID-19 
pandemic 
BY Michael Worobey, et al. 
26 Jul 2022: 951-959 

Open Access 
Spatial distributions of early cases and environmental samples show that SARS-CoV-2 emergence was 
associated with the wildlife trade.  
Pandemic epicenter 
As 2019 turned into 2020, a coronavirus spilled over from wild animals into people, sparking what has 
become one of the best documented pandemics to afflict humans. However, the origins of the 
pandemic in December 2019 are controversial. Worobey et al. amassed the variety of evidence from 
the City of Wuhan, China, where the first human infections were reported. These reports confirm that 
most of the earliest human cases centered around the Huanan Seafood Wholesale Market. Within the 
market, the data statistically located the earliest human cases to one section where vendors of live wild 

animals congregated and where virus-positive environmental samples concentrated. In a related 
report, Pekar et al. found that genomic diversity before February 2020 comprised two distinct viral 

lineages, A and B, which were the result of at least two separate cross-species transmission events into 
humans (see the Perspective by Jiang and Wang). The precise events surrounding virus spillover will 

always be clouded, but all of the circumstantial evidence so far points to more than one zoonotic event 
occurring in Huanan market in Wuhan, China, likely during November–December 2019. —CA 
Abstract 
Understanding how severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) emerged in 2019 is 

critical to preventing future zoonotic outbreaks before they become the next pandemic. The Huanan 
Seafood Wholesale Market in Wuhan, China, was identified as a likely source of cases in early reports, 

but later this conclusion became controversial. We show here that the earliest known COVID-19 cases 
from December 2019, including those without reported direct links, were geographically centered on 

this market. We report that live SARS-CoV-2–susceptible mammals were sold at the market in late 
2019 and that within the market, SARS-CoV-2–positive environmental samples were spatially 

associated with vendors selling live mammals. Although there is insufficient evidence to define 
upstream events, and exact circumstances remain obscure, our analyses indicate that the emergence 
of SARS-CoV-2 occurred through the live wildlife trade in China and show that the Huanan market was 
the epicenter of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

:::::: 

https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.abp8715
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.abp8715


:::::: 
:::::: 

 

PHEIC 
Monkeypox 
 
Multi-country outbreak of monkeypox, External situation report #4 - 24 August 2022  

Highlights  
:: During the week of 15 to 21 August, the number of cases reported in the Region of the Americas 

shows a continuing steep rise, confirming trends seen over the last several weeks. Globally, after four 
consecutive weeks of increase, the number of monkeypox cases reported declined by 21% overall 

during the same week (n=5907 cases) as compared to the previous week (n=7477 cases). This 
decrease may reflect early signs of a declining case count in the European region, which would need to 

be subsequently confirmed.  
:: On 8 August, WHO convened a meeting of two WHO Collaborating Centres for orthopoxviruses and 
other experts in poxvirology and viral evolution to consider the naming of monkeypox virus (MPXV) 
variants. Henceforth, the Congo Basin or Central African clade will be referred to as Clade I; the West 

African clade will be referred to as Clade II, with subclades IIa and IIb, the latter referring to the 
variant that is predominant in the multi-country outbreak.  

:: WHO has updated the interim guidance on vaccines and immunization for monkeypox. Updates 
include a clearer emphasis on the groups at risk of monkeypox for consideration for preventive 

vaccination, and updated terminology for pre- and post-exposure vaccination. To reduce confusion with 
the terms used in the management of HIV, the changes include using primary preventive (pre-
exposure) vaccination (PPV) rather than pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP), and post-exposure 
vaccination (PEPV) rather than post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP). 

 
:::::: 

:::::: 
:::::: 

 

PHEIC 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] - WHO 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019  

 
Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates  
Last update: 19 Aug 2022 
Confirmed cases ::     596 873 121 
Confirmed deaths ::         6 459 684 

Vaccine doses administered:  12 449 443 718 
 

:::::: 
 

Weekly epidemiological update on COVID-19 - 24 August 2022  
Overview  
    Globally, the number of new weekly cases decreased by 9% during the week of 15 to 21 August 
2022, as compared to the previous week, with over 5.3 million new cases reported.  

https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/multi-country-outbreak-of-monkeypox--external-situation-report--4---24-august-2022
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/multi-country-outbreak-of-monkeypox--external-situation-report--4---24-august-2022
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/361894/WHO-MPX-Immunization-2022.2-eng.pdf
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---17-august-2022
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---24-august-2022
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---24-august-2022
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---24-august-2022


   The number of new weekly deaths decreased by 15%, as compared to the previous week, with over 
14 000 fatalities reported. As of 21 August 2022, 593 million confirmed cases and 6.4 million deaths 

have been reported globally… 
 

 
:::::: 
:::::: 

 
Status of COVID-19 Vaccines within WHO EUL/PQ evaluation process 07 July 2022 

[New additions; Full scale view available at title link above] 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

UNICEF COVID-19 Vaccine Market Dashboard :: Agreements Table Accessed  27 Aug 2022 
An overview of information collected from publicly announced bilateral and multilateral supply 
agreements [no new agreements since 3/20/2022 reported] 

 

 
  

:::::: 
:::::: 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj69NvWpojvAhXORTABHU7pCfEQFjAAegQIAxAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fextranet.who.int%2Fpqweb%2Fkey-resources%2Fdocuments%2Fstatus-covid-19-vaccines-within-who-eulpq-evaluation-process&usg=AOvVaw2ZuZgAiQ_JV1xYYPsr0GGJ
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNmE0YjZiNzUtZjk2OS00ZTg4LThlMzMtNTRhNzE0NzA4YmZlIiwidCI6Ijc3NDEwMTk1LTE0ZTEtNGZiOC05MDRiLWFiMTg5MjAyMzY2NyIsImMiOjh9&pageName=ReportSectiona329b3eafd86059a947b


Global Dashboard on COVID-19 Vaccine Equity 
The Dashboard is a joint initiative of UNDP, WHO and the University of Oxford with cooperation across 

the UN system, anchored in the SDG 3 Global Action Plan for Healthy Lives and Well-being for All. 
 

Dashboard on Vaccine Equity [accessed  27 Aug 2022]: https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/ 
See also visualization on Vaccine Access and Vaccine Affordability 
 

 
 

:::::: 
:::::: 

 
COVID-19 Global Targets and Progress Tracker - IMF 
   The COVID-19 Global Targets and Progress Tracker presents a consolidated view of the progress 
towards global COVID-19 targets, barriers in access to COVID-19 tools, and delivery of donor pledges.  

 
The global targets presented in the Tracker are based on an alignment of the targets identified in the 

IMF Pandemic Proposal, ACT-A Strategic Plan & Budget, and the US-hosted Global C19 Summit, and as 
such have been reaffirmed by multilateral institutions and global leaders. We will continue to enhance 

the tracker as we improve our data collection efforts. 
 

 

https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/
https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/accessibility/
https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/affordability/
https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19/COVID-19-Global-Targets-and-Progress-Tracker


 
 

Duke – Launch and Scale Speedometer 
The Race for Global COVID-19 Vaccine Equity 

   A flurry of nearly 200 COVID-19 vaccine candidates are moving forward through the development 
and clinical trials processes at unprecedented speed; more than ten candidates are already in Phase 3 
large-scale trials and several have received emergency or limited authorization. Our team has 
aggregated and analyzed publicly available data to track the flow of procurement and manufacturing 

and better understand global equity challenges. We developed a data framework of relevant variables 
and conducted desk research of publicly available information to identify COVID vaccine candidates and 

status, deals and ongoing negotiations for procurement and manufacturing, COVID burden by country, 
and allocation and distribution plans. We have also conducted interviews with public officials in key 

countries to better understand the context and challenges facing vaccine allocation and distribution 
[accessed 24 July 2021] 
See our COVID Vaccine Purchases research 
See our COVID Vaccine Manufacturing research 
See our COVID Vaccine Donations & Exports research 
 

 

https://launchandscalefaster.org/COVID-19
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinepurchases
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinemanufacturing
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinedonations


 
:::::: 

:::::: 
 

COVID Vaccines – OCHA:: HDX 
 
COVID-19 Data Explorer: Global Humanitarian Operations 
COVID-19 Vaccine Roll-out 
27 Aug 2022 | COVAX (WHO,GAVI,CEPI), UNDESA, Press Reports | DATA 
Global COVID-19 Figures:  119M total confirmed cases;  2.3M total confirmed deaths 

Global vaccines administered: 12.5B   
Number of Countries: 28  

COVAX Allocations Round 4-9 (Number of Doses): 170M   
COVAX Delivered (Number of Doses): 350M   

Other Delivered (Number of Doses): 380M   
Total Delivered (Number of Doses): 740M   
Total Administered (Number of Doses): 490M 
 

::::::  
:::::: 

 
Global COVID-19 Access Tracker 

https://www.covid19globaltracker.org/ 
 

 
 

:::::: 
:::::: 

 
Multilateral Leaders Task Force on COVID-19 [IMF, World Bank Group, WHO, WTO] 

https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data 

https://data.humdata.org/visualization/covid19-humanitarian-operations/?layer=covid-19_vaccine_roll-out
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/covid-19-vaccine-doses-in-hrp-countries
https://www.covid19globaltracker.org/
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data


   A global effort to help developing countries access and deliver COVID-19 vaccines, testing, and 
therapeutics, as they work to end the pandemic and boost economic recovery.  

   The International Monetary Fund, World Bank Group, World Health Organization and World Trade 
Organization have joined forces to accelerate access to COVID-19 vaccines, therapeutics and 

diagnostics by leveraging multilateral finance and trade solutions, particularly in low- and middle-
income countries.  
    Website accessed  27 Aug 2022: https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data  The global view below is 
complemented by country-specific dashboards here. 

 

 
 
::::::  

:::::: 
 
Our World in Data 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Vaccinations   [Accessed 27 Aug 2022] 

:: 67.6% of the world population has received at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. 
:: 12.55 billion doses have been administered globally, and 5.5 million are now administered each day.  

:: Only 20.9% of people in low-income countries have received at least one dose. 
 

:::::: 
:::::: 

 
U.S.: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  

 
HHS 

News 
HHS Secretary Becerra Announces More Than $20 Million in Funding to End HIV Epidemic 

August 23, 2022 | News Release 
 
Statement by HHS Secretary Xavier Becerra on Upcoming Departure of Dr. Anthony S. 
Fauci 
August 22, 2022 | News Release 

 
FDA 

Press Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 

https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data/countries
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations#what-share-of-the-population-has-received-at-least-one-dose-of-vaccine
https://ourworldindata.org/explorers/coronavirus-data-explorer?zoomToSelection=true&pickerSort=asc&pickerMetric=location&Interval=Cumulative&Relative+to+Population=false&Align+outbreaks=false&country=~OWID_WRL&Metric=Vaccine+doses
https://ourworldindata.org/explorers/coronavirus-data-explorer?zoomToSelection=true&pickerSort=asc&pickerMetric=location&Interval=7-day+rolling+average&Relative+to+Population=false&Align+outbreaks=false&country=~OWID_WRL&Metric=Vaccine+doses
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/share-people-vaccinated-covid?country=High+income~Upper+middle+income~Lower+middle+income~Low+income
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2022/08/23/hhs-secretary-becerra-announces-more-than-20-million-in-funding-end-hiv-epidemic.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2022/08/22/statement-by-hhs-secretary-xavier-becerra-on-upcoming-departure-of-dr-anthony-s-fauci.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2022/08/22/statement-by-hhs-secretary-xavier-becerra-on-upcoming-departure-of-dr-anthony-s-fauci.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-newsroom/press-announcements


 
:::::: 

:::::: 
 

Europe: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
European Medicines Agency 
News & Press Releases     
No new digest content identified. 
 

:::::: 
 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control  
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en 

Latest Updates [Selected]  
News   Joint ECDC-WHO/Europe surveillance bulletin: Hepatitis of unknown origin in 
children  
Epidemiological update - 26 Aug 2022  

 
News   Weekly COVID-19 country overview  

Epidemiological update - 26 Aug 2022  
 

News  Monkeypox situation update, as of 25 August 2022  
Epidemiological update - 26 Aug 2022  
 
News   COVID-19 and other respiratory viruses: mitigating their spread as children return 
to school across Europe  
News story - 25 Aug 2022  

 
News   Joint ECDC-WHO/Europe monkeypox surveillance bulletin  

Epidemiological update - 25 Aug 2022  
 

:::::: 
 
European Commission  
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/home/en    

Latest  [Selected]         
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 

:::::: 
 

Africa: COVID-19 – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
https://africacdc.org/covid-19-vaccination/ 

https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/search/search/ema_editorial_content/ema_news?sort=field_ema_computed_date_field&order=desc
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/joint-ecdc-whoeurope-surveillance-bulletin-hepatitis-unknown-origin-children
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/joint-ecdc-whoeurope-surveillance-bulletin-hepatitis-unknown-origin-children
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/weekly-covid-19-country-overview
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/weekly-covid-19-country-overview
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/monkeypox-situation-update
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/monkeypox-situation-update
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/covid-19-and-other-respiratory-viruses-mitigating-their-spread-children-return-school
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https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/joint-ecdc-whoeurope-monkeypox-surveillance-bulletin
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/joint-ecdc-whoeurope-monkeypox-surveillance-bulletin
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/home/en
https://africacdc.org/covid-19-vaccination/


 

 
 

::::::   
:::::: 
 
Russia: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  

 
Russia: Sputnik V – “the first registered COVID-19 vaccine”   
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/ 
Press Releases 
The Gamaleya Center has developed a Delta- and Omicron-adapted Sputnik V vaccine  
Press release, 23.08.2022  

 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

India: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/ 

 
 
Government of India – Press Information Bureau 

Latest Press Releases 
COVID - 19 Vaccination Update - Day 589 

:: India’s cumulative vaccination coverage crosses 211.62 Crore 
:: More than 21 lakh Vaccine doses administered today till 7 pm  

https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/the-gamaleya-center-has-developed-a-delta-and-omicron-adapted-sputnik-v-vaccine/
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/
https://pib.gov.in/indexm.aspx
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1854880


Posted On: 27 AUG 2022 8:09PM by PIB Delhi  
 

Indian Council for Medical Research (ICMR)  
https://www.icmr.gov.in/media.html  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 

 
China: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  

 
[We did not identify any substantive, official announcements about China’s COVID response in general, 
or in Shanghai, Beijing or other China locations…] 
 

:::::: 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

GPEI - Polio 
 

Polio this week as of 24 Aug 2022 
:: In June 2022, a team of technical experts including epidemiologists and virologists travelled to 

Afghanistan to review the country’s polio surveillance system, visiting 67 districts in 25 of the country’s 
34 provinces. Dr Abdinoor Mohamed, an epidemiologist with the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, was 

one of them. He tells us more.  
:: This week, the Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on immunization (SAGE) Polio Working Group 
convened at WHO in Geneva, Switzerland, to discuss policy options and will formulate 
recommendations for endorsement to the upcoming full SAGE meeting, on 3-6 October 2022. 
 
Summary of new polioviruses this week: 
– Pakistan: two WPV1 positive environmental samples 
– Mozambique: one WPV1 case 

– Central African Republic: two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
– Chad: five cVDPV2 cases 
– Djibouti: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
– Somalia: one cVDPV2 case and one positive environmental sample 
– Yemen: 10 cVDPV2 cases 
 
:::::: 

:::::: 
 

UN OCHA – Current Emergencies 
Current Corporate Emergencies 
Afghanistan 
Afghanistan: Earthquake Response Situation Report No. 3 (26 August 2022) 
 

https://www.icmr.gov.in/media.html
https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://polioeradication.org/news-post/diary-of-a-polio-surveillance-reviewer-eight-days-in-afghanistans-west/
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2022/10/03/default-calendar/sage_meeting_october_2022
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/afghanistan
https://reliefweb.int/node/3880310


Afghanistan: Flash Update #5 - Flash Flooding in the Central, Eastern, Western and South-
Eastern Regions (24 August 2022) 

 
Northern Ethiopia 
No new digest content identified. 
 
Somalia 
No new digest content identified. 
 
Ukraine 

Ukraine: Situation Report - Last updated: 24 Aug 2022 
 

::::::  
:::::: 

 
WHO & Regional Offices [to  27 Aug 2022]  
https://www.who.int/news 
Selected News/Announcements/Statement 
24 August 2022  
Departmental news 
Vaccines and immunization for monkeypox: Updated interim guidance, 24 August 2022 
 

23 August 2022  
Departmental news 
China’s vaccine regulator reaches new WHO rank to ensure safety, quality & effectiveness 
   Beijing/Manila/Geneva, 23 August 2022 – The World Health Organization (WHO) today ranked 
China’s vaccine regulatory system at a functional level of maturity according to WHO’s global 
classification system for national medical products regulatory authorities. This means that China has a 

stable, well-functioning and integrated regulatory system to ensure the quality, safety, and 
effectiveness of vaccines that are manufactured, imported or distributed in the country. 

   WHO confirmed the country’s attainment of maturity level three (ML3)—the third of four levels in the 
WHO’s classification. Maturity level four (ML4) is the highest.  

    “Congratulations to the People's Republic of China for achieving maturity level 3 for their vaccine 
regulation system. This is a significant step for the global supply of vaccines because of China’s role as 
a manufacturer, as well as being an important step for public health in China. It will bring more quality-
assured vaccines to save lives around the world. My appreciation goes to the National Medical Products 

Administration, affiliated national institutions and provincial authorities who demonstrated the level of 
performance that meets the global standard in assuring the quality, safety and efficacy of vaccines 

being available from China. Using the momentum of this achievement, I do encourage NMPA and 
respective institutions to scale up the effort towards regulating medicines and other medical products 

to move up towards the highest level of maturity,” said Dr Takeshi Kasai, WHO Regional Director for 
the Western Pacific… 

 
:::::: 
 
WHO Director General Speeches  [selected]  
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches 

Selected 

https://reliefweb.int/node/3879421
https://reliefweb.int/node/3879421
https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
https://www.unocha.org/somalia
https://www.unocha.org/ukraine
https://www.unocha.org/ukraine
https://www.who.int/news
https://www.who.int/news/item/24-08-2022-vaccines-and-immunization-for-monkeypox--interim-guidance--14-june-2022
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https://www.who.int/news/item/24-08-2022-vaccines-and-immunization-for-monkeypox--interim-guidance--14-june-2022
https://www.who.int/news/item/23-08-2022-china-s-vaccine-regulator-reaches-new-who-rank-to-ensure-safety--quality---effectiveness
https://www.who.int/news/item/23-08-2022-china-s-vaccine-regulator-reaches-new-who-rank-to-ensure-safety--quality---effectiveness
https://www.who.int/news/item/23-08-2022-china-s-vaccine-regulator-reaches-new-who-rank-to-ensure-safety--quality---effectiveness
https://www.who.int/news/item/23-08-2022-china-s-vaccine-regulator-reaches-new-who-rank-to-ensure-safety--quality---effectiveness
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-covid-19-media-briefing--25-august-2022


25 August 2022  
Speech 

WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the COVID-19 media briefing– 25 August 
2022 

   …Now to COVID-19. 
  This week, we crossed the tragic milestone of 1 million reported deaths so far this year.  
   We cannot say we are learning to live with COVID-19 when 1 million people have died with COVID-
19 this year alone, when we are two-and-a-half years into the pandemic and have all the tools 

necessary to prevent these deaths. 
   Once again, we ask all governments to strengthen their efforts to vaccinate all health workers, older 

people and others at the highest risk, on the way to 70% vaccine coverage for the whole population. 
   It is pleasing to see that some countries with the lowest vaccination rates are now making up 

ground, especially in Africa.  
   In January this year, WHO, UNICEF and partners established the COVID-19 Vaccine Delivery 

Partnership to accelerate vaccine coverage in the 34 countries that were below 10% coverage – all but 
six of which are in Africa. Just six months later, only 10 countries still have less than 10% coverage, 
most of which are facing humanitarian emergencies.   
   It’s especially pleasing to see that coverage of high-priority groups is improving, with many countries 

making impressive progress towards vaccinating 100% of health workers and 100% of older people.  
However, much more needs to be done. One-third of the world’s population remains unvaccinated, 

including two-thirds of health workers and three-quarters of older adults in low-income countries.  
   All countries at all income levels must do more to vaccinate those most at risk, to ensure access to 

life-saving therapeutics, to continue testing and sequencing, and to set tailored, proportionate policies 
to limit transmission and save lives.  
   This is the best way to drive a truly sustainable recovery. 
=== 
Now to monkeypox.  
   Last week, the number of weekly reported cases fell by more than 20% globally, although new cases 

increased in the Americas, where we are continuing to see intense transmission. 
   In the early stages of the outbreak, most reported cases were in Europe, with a smaller proportion in 

the Americas.  
   That has now reversed, with less than 40% of reported cases in Europe and 60% in the Americas.  

There are signs that the outbreak is slowing in Europe, where a combination of effective public health 
measures, behaviour change and vaccination are helping to prevent transmission.  
   However, in Latin America in particular, insufficient awareness or public health measures are 
combining with a lack of access to vaccines to fan the flames of the outbreak.  

   Yesterday, the manufacturer of one vaccine, Bavarian Nordic, signed an agreement with WHO’s 
Regional Office for the Americas to support access to its vaccine in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

   We thank Bavarian Nordic for this agreement, and we hope that it will help to bring the outbreak 
under control in the region. 

   WHO continues to encourage all countries to establish vaccine effectiveness studies to ensure data 
collection even while enhancing access… 

 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region  

https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-covid-19-media-briefing--25-august-2022
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-covid-19-media-briefing--25-august-2022
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-covid-19-media-briefing--25-august-2022
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-covid-19-media-briefing--25-august-2022
http://www.afro.who.int/


::  African health ministers adopt new regional strategy to transform health security  25 
August 2022  

:: 24 August 2022  Transforming Africa’s health system in wake of COVID-19 pandemic  
:: 23 August 2022  African health ministers endorse new strategy to curb chronic disease 

crisis  
:: 23 August 2022  African health ministers launch drive to curb sickle cell disease toll  

 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: 26 Aug 2022 

PAHO strengthens genomic surveillance in the Americas  
    An international course strengthened the capacities of laboratories in the region to monitor genetic 

changes in viruses. Panama, Aug. 26, 2022 (PAHO)- Representatives from 17 public health laboratories 
in the region came together this week for the 26th edition of the Viral Evolution and Molecular 

Epidemiology (VEME) course in Panama. The training… 
 

WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO  

:: 26 August 2022   News release 
Perceptions of monkeypox from those most at risk: men who have sex with men having 

multiple sexual partners 
:: 24 August 2022   Media release 

After six months of war, Ukraine’s life-saving health system prepares for a challenging 
winter ahead 

:: 23 August 2022   News release 
100 000 doses of the Janssen vaccine delivered to Ukraine under COVAX 
:: 23 August 2022   News release 
New mobile friendly web tool with interactive dashboard gives individuals the information 

they need on monkeypox in advance of attending gatherings 
 

WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: 26 August 2022  Joint News Release 

Parliamentarians: Resilient health systems and preparedness for future emergencies 
critica... 
 
:::::: 
 
Disease Outbreak News (DONs)  
Latest WHO Disease Outbreak News (DONs), providing information on confirmed acute public health 
events or potential events of concern. 
 
25 August 2022 | Ebola virus disease - Democratic Republic of the Congo  
 

:::::: 
 
WHO Events   
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/1 

https://www.afro.who.int/news/african-health-ministers-adopt-new-regional-strategy-transform-health-security
https://www.afro.who.int/news/transforming-africas-health-system-wake-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.afro.who.int/news/african-health-ministers-endorse-new-strategy-curb-chronic-disease-crisis
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https://www.paho.org/en/news/26-8-2022-paho-strengthens-genomic-surveillance-americas
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http://www.euro.who.int/
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[Selected]   
SAVE THE DATE - Scientific strategies from recent outbreaks to help us prepare for 

Pathogen X 
29 – 30 August 2022  

 
:::::: 
 
New WHO Publications  
https://www.who.int/publications/i 
Selected Titles 
25 August 2022  
Surveillance, case investigation and contact tracing for monkeypox: interim guidance, 25 

August 2022 
 

25 August 2022  
Ending Violence against Children During Covid-19 and Beyond: Second Regional 
Conference to Strengthen...  
 

24 August 2022  
Vaccines and immunization for monkeypox: Interim guidance, 24 August 2022 

 
::::::   

::::::   
:::::: 
 
CDC/ACIP [U.S.] [to  27 Aug 2022] 
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html 

Latest News Releases 
CDC Recommends Novavax COVID-19 Vaccine for Adolescents 

Aug 22, 2022 
 

:::::: 
 

ACIP Meetings 

Next ACIP Meeting 
September 1, 2022: 10:00am – 5:00pm ET 

September 2, 2022: 10:00am – 12:00pm ET 
These meetings are virtual. No registration is required to watch the webcasts. 

Webcast Link 
 

:::::: 
 

MMWR  Weekly: Current Volume (71) 
August 26, 2022 / No. 34 
PDF of this issue 
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- Laboratory-Confirmed COVID-19–Associated Hospitalizations Among Adults During SARS-CoV-2 
Omicron BA.2 Variant Predominance — COVID-19–Associated Hospitalization Surveillance Network, 

14 States, June 20, 2021–May 31, 2022 
- High-Contact Object and Surface Contamination in a Household of Persons with Monkeypox Virus 

Infection — Utah, June 2022 
 
:::::: 
 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)- CDC 
Approximately 15 announcements/reports/data summaries. 
 
:::::: 

:::::: 
 

Africa CDC   [to  27 Aug 2022] 
http://www.africacdc.org/ 
News  
Press Release on Ebola Virus Disease Outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)  

   ADDIS ABABA, ETHIOPIA, 23 August 2022 – On 17 August 2022, the Ministry of Health (MoH) of the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) reported a confirmed case of Ebola virus disease (EVD) in the 

Beni district of North Kivu province. This case was confirmed six weeks after the most recent EVD 
outbreak in Equateur province was declared over on 4 July 2022. It is the third EVD outbreak declared 

in the North Kivu province since 2018. Results from genome sequencing revealed that the current 
outbreak is linked to the 2018 – 2020 EVD outbreak that occurred in the North Kivu province of DRC 
and may not represent any new spillover event… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 

 
China CDC   

http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/ 
 

National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China  [to  27 Aug 2022] 
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/ 
News 
Chinese mainland reports 262 new local confirmed COVID-19 cases 

2022-08-26 
The Chinese mainland on Thursday reported 262 locally-transmitted confirmed COVID-19 cases, of 

which 111 were in Hainan Province, the National Health Commission said Friday. 

 
National Medical Products Administration – PRC  [to  27 Aug 2022] 
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/  

News 
Chinese mainland reports 262 new local confirmed COVID-19 cases 

2022-08-26 
The Chinese mainland on Thursday reported 262 locally-transmitted confirmed COVID-19 cases, of 
which 111 were in Hainan Province, the National Health Commission said Friday. 
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https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/mm7134e1.htm?s_cid=mm7134e1_w
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
http://www.africacdc.org/
https://africacdc.org/news-item/press-release-on-ebola-virus-disease-outbreak-in-the-democratic-republic-of-congo-drc/
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/2022-08/26/c_805992.htm
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/news.html
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/2022-08/26/c_805992.htm


CCDC Weekly Reports: Current Volume (4) 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 

::::::  
:::::: 
 

Organization Announcements 
Editor’s Note: 
Careful readers will note that the number and range of organizations now monitored in our 
Announcements section below has grown as the impacts of the pandemic have spread across global 

economies, supply chains and programmatic activity of multilateral agencies and INGOs. 
 

 
Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to  27 Aug 2022] 
https://alleninstitute.org/news-press/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

  
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to  27 Aug 2022] 
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center 

Press Releases and Statements  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute    [to  27 Aug 2022] 
https://www.gatesmri.org/news 

The Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute is a non-profit biotech organization. Our mission is 
to develop products to fight malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrheal diseases—three major causes of 
mortality, poverty, and inequality in developing countries. The world has unprecedented scientific tools 
at its disposal; now is the time to use them to save the lives of the world's poorest people  
News: Articles and Publications 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

CARB-X   [to  27 Aug 2022] 
https://carb-x.org/ 

News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Center for Vaccine Ethics and Policy – GE2P2 Global Foundation   [to  27 Aug 2022] 
https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/ 
News/Analysis/Statements 
:: Past weekly editions of Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review are available here. 

:: Informed Consent: A Monthly Review – August 2022 is now posted here 

http://weekly.chinacdc.cn/en/zcustom/currentVolume/1
https://alleninstitute.org/news-press/
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center
https://www.gatesmri.org/news
https://carb-x.org/
https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/
https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/
https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/
https://ge2p2global-centerforinformedconsentintegrity.org/
https://ge2p2global-centerforinformedconsentintegrity.org/


:: Genomic Medicine Governance, Ethics, Policy: A Quarterly Review - May 2022 is now 
posted here 

 
 

CEPI – Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations  [to  27 Aug 2022] 
http://cepi.net/  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

DARPA – Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency [U.S.] [to  27 Aug 2022 
https://www.darpa.mil/news 

News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Duke Global Health Innovation Center  [to  27 Aug 2022] 
https://dukeghic.org/ 

Our Blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

EDCTP    [to  27 Aug 2022] 
http://www.edctp.org/ 
The European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) aims to accelerate the 
development of new or improved drugs, vaccines, microbicides and diagnostics against HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria as well as other poverty-related and neglected infectious diseases in sub-
Saharan Africa, with a focus on phase II and III clinical trials 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
Emory Vaccine Center    [to  27 Aug 2022] 

http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/ 
Vaccine Center News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
European Vaccine Initiative  [to  27 Aug 2022] 

http://www.euvaccine.eu/  
Latest News, Events  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to  27 Aug 2022] 
Evidence Aid aims to save lives and livelihoods in disasters by providing decision-makers with the best 
available evidence and by championing its use. 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/  

Selected Resources  

https://ge2p2global-centergenomicmedicinegovernance.org/home/
https://ge2p2global-centergenomicmedicinegovernance.org/home/
https://ge2p2global-centergenomicmedicinegovernance.org/quarterly-review-pdf-archive/
http://cepi.net/
https://www.darpa.mil/news
https://dukeghic.org/
http://www.edctp.org/
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/
http://www.euvaccine.eu/
http://www.evidenceaid.org/


No new digest content identified 
 

 
Fondation Merieux  [to  27 Aug 2022] 

http://www.fondation-merieux.org/ 
News, Events   
No new digest content identified 
 

 
Gavi [to  27 Aug 2022] 

https://www.gavi.org/ 
News Releases 
22 August 2022 
Nigeria launches major push to protect millions of children against deadliest form of 

diarrhoeal disease 
- Today’s launch marks the introduction of the rotavirus vaccine, which protects against rotavirus-

related diarrhoeal disease, into Nigeria’s routine immunisation programme 
- In partnership with Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, WHO and UNICEF, Nigeria will aim to reach 7 million 

children across all 36 states and the Federal Capital Territory (FCT) within the next 12 months 
- Rotavirus-related diseases are the leading cause of severe diarrhoea in young children worldwide, 

and are the third leading cause of childhood mortality in Nigeria – accounting for 15% of all under-
five deaths 

 
 
GHIT Fund   [to  27 Aug 2022] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified 
 
 

Global Fund  [to  27 Aug 2022] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 

News & Stories 
27 August 2022  
Global Fund Applauds Japan’s Major Commitment to Help End AIDS, Tuberculosis and 
Malaria and Strengthen Systems for Health  

   The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria praises Japan for its outstanding leadership 
in global health with a strong commitment of up to US$1.08 billion to help end the three diseases by 

2030 and build stronger and more resilient and s...  
 

22 August 2022  
Global Fund Approves Emergency Funding to Maintain Essential HIV Services in Sri Lanka  

   The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria has approved US$989,687 in emergency 
funding to cover the gap of urgently needed health commodities for the treatment and prevention of 
HIV, including antiretrovirals, rapid tests, viral load te...  
 
 

https://evidenceaid.org/resource/analysis-of-social-media-for-psychological-surveillance-during-disasters/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/analysis-of-social-media-for-psychological-surveillance-during-disasters/
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/
https://www.gavi.org/
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/nigeria-launches-major-push-protect-millions-children-against-deadliest-form
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/nigeria-launches-major-push-protect-millions-children-against-deadliest-form
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2022/2022-08-27-global-fund-applauds-japans-major-commitment-to-help-end-aids-tuberculosis-and-malaria-and-strengthen-systems-for-health/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2022/2022-08-27-global-fund-applauds-japans-major-commitment-to-help-end-aids-tuberculosis-and-malaria-and-strengthen-systems-for-health/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2022/2022-08-22-global-fund-approves-emergency-funding-to-maintain-essential-hiv-services-in-sri-lanka/


Global Research Collaboration for Infectious Disease Preparedness [GloPID-R] [to  27 Aug 
2022] 

https://www.glopid-r.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified 
 
 
Hilleman Laboratories   [to  27 Aug 2022] 

http://www.hilleman-labs.org/ 
News & Insights 
No new digest content identified 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to  27 Aug 2022] 

https://www.hhmi.org/news  
Press Room              
Institute   Aug 24 2022  
25 Early Career Scientists Become HHMI Hanna Gray Fellows 

   HHMI announces the selection of 25 exceptional early career scientists as 2022 Hanna Gray Fellows. 
The 2023 Hanna H. Gray Fellows Program competition is now open for applications.  

 
 

Human Vaccines Project   [to  27 Aug 2022] 
http://www.humanvaccinesproject.org/  
News 
What’s New   [Selected]       
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
IAVI  [to  27 Aug 2022] 

https://www.iavi.org/ 
Latest News  
FEATURES  
August 17, 2022  
IAVI contributes to WHO proposed framework for evaluating the effectiveness of new 
COVID-19 vaccines  

Global health experts urge developers to plan for vaccine equity in new commentary. 
   New vaccines to combat the evolving SARS-CoV-2 virus should be introduced with vaccine equity in 

mind, say global health experts in a new commentary published in the journal Vaccine… 
 
 
ICRC  [to  27 Aug 2022] 

https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
What’s New   [Selected]         
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

International Coalition of Medicines Regulatory Authorities [ICMRA] 

https://www.glopid-r.org/news/
https://www.glopid-r.org/publication-in-bmj-global-health-highlights-a-lack-of-clinical-management-guidelines-for-monkeypox-globally/
https://www.glopid-r.org/publication-in-bmj-global-health-highlights-a-lack-of-clinical-management-guidelines-for-monkeypox-globally/
http://www.hilleman-labs.org/
https://www.hhmi.org/news
https://www.hhmi.org/news/25-early-career-scientists-become-hhmi-hanna-gray-fellows
http://www.humanvaccinesproject.org/
https://www.iavi.org/
https://www.iavi.org/news-resources/features/iavi-contributes-to-who-proposed-framework-for-evaluating-the-effectiveness-of-new-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.iavi.org/news-resources/features/iavi-contributes-to-who-proposed-framework-for-evaluating-the-effectiveness-of-new-covid-19-vaccines
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/?post_type=page&p=45552
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/?post_type=page&p=45552


http://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/news 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Research  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFFIm 
http://www.iffim.org/ 
Press Releases/Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
IFRC   [to  27 Aug 2022] 

http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Press Releases [Selected]  
27/08/2022  
Sea-like flood waters ravage Pakistan; affecting millions of people  
 
23/08/2022  

Ukraine: Six months in, IFRC warns of ripple effects and mounting humanitarian needs  
 

23/08/2022  
Nearly 1 million still await life at the world largest displacement camp  

 
 
Institut Pasteur   [to  27 Aug 2022] 
https://www.pasteur.fr/en/press-area 
Press Documents 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

IOM / International Organization for Migration [to  27 Aug 2022]  
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 

News  
26 Aug 2022 
Over 340,000 People Affected by Unprecedented Flooding in Chad  
 
24 Aug 2022 
IOM Calls for Increased Support and Lasting Solutions to Rohingya Refugees Crisis, Five 

Years On  
 

 
ISC / International Science Council  [to  27 Aug 2022] 

https://council.science/current/ 
ISC is a non-governmental organization with a unique global membership that brings together 40 
international scientific Unions and Associations and over 140 national and regional scientific 
organizations including Academies and Research Councils.  
News  
Blogs  

http://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/news
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/?post_type=page&p=45552
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/?post_type=page&p=45552
http://www.iffim.org/
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/?post_type=page&p=45552
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/?post_type=page&p=45552
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
https://www.ifrc.org/press-release/sea-flood-waters-ravage-pakistan-affecting-millions-people
https://www.ifrc.org/press-release/sea-flood-waters-ravage-pakistan-affecting-millions-people
https://www.ifrc.org/press-release/sea-flood-waters-ravage-pakistan-affecting-millions-people
https://www.ifrc.org/press-release/sea-flood-waters-ravage-pakistan-affecting-millions-people
https://www.ifrc.org/press-release/ukraine-six-months-ifrc-warns-ripple-effects-and-mounting-humanitarian-needs
https://www.ifrc.org/press-release/ukraine-six-months-ifrc-warns-ripple-effects-and-mounting-humanitarian-needs
https://www.ifrc.org/press-release/ukraine-six-months-ifrc-warns-ripple-effects-and-mounting-humanitarian-needs
https://www.ifrc.org/press-release/ukraine-six-months-ifrc-warns-ripple-effects-and-mounting-humanitarian-needs
https://www.ifrc.org/press-release/nearly-1-million-still-await-life-world-largest-displacement-camp
https://www.ifrc.org/press-release/nearly-1-million-still-await-life-world-largest-displacement-camp
https://www.ifrc.org/press-release/nearly-1-million-still-await-life-world-largest-displacement-camp
https://www.ifrc.org/press-release/nearly-1-million-still-await-life-world-largest-displacement-camp
https://www.pasteur.fr/en/press-area
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/?post_type=page&p=45552
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/?post_type=page&p=45552
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
https://www.iom.int/news/over-340000-people-affected-unprecedented-flooding-chad
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-calls-increased-support-and-lasting-solutions-rohingya-refugees-crisis-five-years
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-calls-increased-support-and-lasting-solutions-rohingya-refugees-crisis-five-years
https://council.science/current/


Science and society: key points from our Science as a Global Public Good paper 
25.08.2022 

   The vision of the ISC is of science as a global public good, but what does this mean for science and 
society? Our Science as a Global Public Good paper considers two main points in addressing this 

question which we will summarise in this blog: As a global public good, how does science respond to 
societal needs? And how is the social contract between science and society evolving? 
 
 

International Union of Immunological Societies (IUIS) 
https://iuis.org/ 

News/Events [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

IVAC  [to  27 Aug 2022] 
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html 
Updates; Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

IVI   [to  27 Aug 2022] 
http://www.ivi.int/ 

IVI News & Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security   [to  27 Aug 2022] 
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/news/center-news/ 

Center News  [Selected]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to  27 Aug 2022]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements]  
Refugees, IDPs and people on the move  
MSF provides medical care to asylum-seekers in the Netherlands  
Press Release 26 Aug 2022  

 
Burkina Faso  
Thousands displaced after escalating violence in Boucle du Mouhoun region  
Project Update 26 Aug 2022  

 
Afghanistan  
MSF’s emergency project in Paktika province comes to a close  
Project Update 25 Aug 2022  
 

Rohingya refugee crisis  

https://council.science/current/blog/science-and-society-sgpg-paper/
https://iuis.org/
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html
http://www.ivi.int/
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/?post_type=page&p=45552
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/?post_type=page&p=45552
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/news/center-news/
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/?post_type=page&p=45552
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/?post_type=page&p=45552
http://www.msf.org/
https://www.msf.org/msf-provides-medical-care-asylum-seekers-netherlands
https://www.msf.org/thousands-displaced-after-escalating-violence-boucle-du-mouhoun-burkina-faso
https://www.msf.org/msf-response-earthquake-eastern-afghanistan-comes-close
https://www.msf.org/msf-response-earthquake-eastern-afghanistan-comes-close


One million Rohingya remain in precarious conditions five years after horrific violence in 
Myanmar  

Voices from the Field 25 Aug 2022  
 

 
National Academy of Medicine - USA  [to  27 Aug 2022] 
https://nam.edu/programs/ 
News [Selected]  
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
National Academy of Sciences - USA  [to  27 Aug 2022] 

http://www.nasonline.org/news-and-multimedia/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
National Vaccine Program Office - U.S. HHS  [to  27 Aug 2022] 

https://www.hhs.gov/vaccines/about/index.html 
Upcoming Meetings/Latest Updates  
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
NIH  [to  27 Aug 2022] 
http://www.nih.gov/  
News Releases  
NIH-funded pediatric COVID-19 testing study finds school-aged children can self-swab 
August 26, 2022 — Child-collected nasal swab samples on par with swabs collected by health care 

workers.  
 

NIH experts review monkeypox challenges 
August 25, 2022 — Authors call for detailed observational studies, serosurveys and ongoing 

surveillance.  
 
Statement by Anthony S. Fauci, M.D. 
August 22, 2022 — Dr. Fauci announces he is stepping down.  

[See Milestones above for full text] 
 

 
PATH  [to  27 Aug 2022]  

https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 27 Aug 2022] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 

Selected Reports/Press Releases  

https://www.msf.org/one-million-rohingya-remain-precarious-conditions-five-years
https://www.msf.org/one-million-rohingya-remain-precarious-conditions-five-years
https://nam.edu/programs/
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/?post_type=page&p=45552
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/?post_type=page&p=45552
http://www.nasonline.org/news-and-multimedia/
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/?post_type=page&p=45552
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/?post_type=page&p=45552
https://www.hhs.gov/vaccines/about/index.html
http://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-funded-pediatric-covid-19-testing-study-finds-school-aged-children-can-self-swab
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-experts-review-monkeypox-challenges
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/statement-anthony-s-fauci-md
https://www.path.org/media-center/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/


Aug 26 2022 
Press Releases 
New Analysis of The Rockefeller Foundation’s Equity-First Vaccination Initiative Finds 
Hyper Local Engagement Key to Fighting Covid Crisis 

   RAND Corporation Study demonstrates how community-based organizations are central to efforts to 
promote Covid-19 vaccination equity and strengthen public health systems NEW YORK | August 25, 
2022 ― Hyper-local engagement involving … 
[See Milestones above for detail] 
 
Aug 23 2022 

Press Releases 
Mercury Project to Boost Covid-19 Vaccination Rates and Counter Public Health Mis- and 

Disinformation in 17 Countries Worldwide 
   The Social Science Research Council is providing USD 7.2 million to 12 teams advancing ambitious, 

applied social and behavioral science to combat the growing global threat posed by low Covid-19 … 
[See Milestones above for detail] 
 
 

Sabin Vaccine Institute  [to  27 Aug 2022] 
https://www.sabin.org/press/ 

Latest News & Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to  27 Aug 2022]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
24 August 2022 

UNAIDS Country Director in Nigeria shares how lessons from the AIDS response apply to 
the Monkeypox response  

 
23 August 2022 

UNAIDS responds to EU approval of a long acting HIV treatment option: “To end AIDS, 
share technology.”  
 
 

UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to  27 Aug 2022] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 

No new digest content identified. 
 

 
UNICEF  [to  27 Aug 2022] 

https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Press Releases, News Notes, Statements  [Selected]  
Press release 
24 August 2022  
UNICEF responds to protect and support children and families following declaration of new 

Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo  

https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/new-analysis-of-the-rockefeller-foundations-equity-first-vaccination-initiative-finds-hyper-local-engagement-key-to-fighting-covid-crisis/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/new-analysis-of-the-rockefeller-foundations-equity-first-vaccination-initiative-finds-hyper-local-engagement-key-to-fighting-covid-crisis/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/mercury-project-to-boost-covid-19-vaccination-rates-and-counter-public-health-mis-and-disinformation-in-17-countries-worldwide/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/mercury-project-to-boost-covid-19-vaccination-rates-and-counter-public-health-mis-and-disinformation-in-17-countries-worldwide/
https://www.sabin.org/press/
http://www.unaids.org/en
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https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/9/6130b14e4/unprecedented-displacement-central-america-mexico-calls-urgent-regional.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2021/9/6130b14e4/unprecedented-displacement-central-america-mexico-calls-urgent-regional.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2022/5/629087f94/unhcr-deeply-concerned-renewed-violence-displacing-thousands-north-kivu.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2022/5/629087f94/unhcr-deeply-concerned-renewed-violence-displacing-thousands-north-kivu.html
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-responds-protect-and-support-children-and-families-following-declaration-new
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-responds-protect-and-support-children-and-families-following-declaration-new


https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-responds-protect-and-support-children-and-families-
following-declaration-new  

GOMA, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 24 August 2022 –Following the confirmation of a new Ebola 
case in the eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), UNICEF teams are working to provide 

support for affected communities. The government of the DRC confirmed earlier this week that a 46-
year-old woman died of Ebola on 15 August 2022 in the…  
 
 

Unitaid  [to  27 Aug 2022] 
https://unitaid.org/ 

Featured News 
25 August 2022 

First African-manufactured medicine to prevent malaria in pregnant women and infants 
quality-approved by WHO 

   Universal Corporation Ltd (UCL), with support from MMV and Unitaid, becomes the first African 
manufacturer to gain WHO prequalification of sulfadoxine-pyrimethamine   
- Sulfadoxine/pyrimethamine (SP) is a well-tolerated, effective and affordable medicine used to 

prevent malaria in pregnant women and infants  

- Nearly all malaria cases and deaths occur in Africa, yet until now, the continent was completely 
reliant on imported quality-assured SP   

- This breakthrough responds to the need for local production of quality medicines for use in Africa, a 
major gap that was critically highlighted when the COVID-19 pandemic left the continent with 

limited access to vital health products in 2020  
 
22 August 2022 
Unitaid report analyses the state of malaria testing technologies today to identify 
opportunities and improve equitable access 
 

 
Vaccine Equity Cooperative [nee Initiative]   [to  27 Aug 2022] 

https://vaccineequitycooperative.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccination Acceptance & Demand Initiative [Sabin)  [to  27 Aug 2022] 

https://www.vaccineacceptance.org/ 
Announcements, Blog 

No new digest content identified. 
 

 
Vaccine Confidence Project  [to  27 Aug 2022] 

http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/ 
News, Research and Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Vaccine Education Center – Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia  [to  27 Aug 2022] 

https://unitaid.org/
https://unitaid.org/news-blog/first-african-manufactured-medicine-to-prevent-malaria-in-pregnant-women-and-infants-quality-approved-by-who/
https://unitaid.org/news-blog/first-african-manufactured-medicine-to-prevent-malaria-in-pregnant-women-and-infants-quality-approved-by-who/
http://ucl.co.ke/
http://www.mmv.org/
https://unitaid.org/news-blog/unitaid-report-analyses-the-state-of-malaria-testing-technologies-today-to-identify-opportunities-and-improve-equitable-access/
https://unitaid.org/news-blog/unitaid-report-analyses-the-state-of-malaria-testing-technologies-today-to-identify-opportunities-and-improve-equitable-access/
https://vaccineequitycooperative.org/news/
https://www.vaccineacceptance.org/
http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/


http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
Wellcome Trust  [to  27 Aug 2022] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News. Opinion, Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
The Wistar Institute   [to 27 Aug 2022] 

https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WFPHA: World Federation of Public Health Associations  [to  27 Aug 2022] 

https://www.wfpha.org/ 
Latest News - Blog 

No new digest content identified. 
  
 
World Bank [to  27 Aug 2022] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
Selected News, Announcements 
Water Supply and Sanitation Policies, Institutions, and Regulation: Adapting to a Changing 
World 

With growing concern over the chronic challenges undermining water supply and sanitation services, 
there has been growing recognition around the importance of policies, institutions, and regulation...  

Date: August 24, 2022 Type: Publication  
 

World Bank Group mobilizes over $20.7 billion to help Latin America and the Caribbean 
Region respond to overlapping challenges 
Support since the outset of the pandemic show strong engagement in the region WASHINGTON, 
August 18, 2022 - As Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) continues to deal with the negative 

impact of the pandemic... This brings the WBG support to LAC since April 1, 2020, to an unprecedented 
total of $49.8 billion to fight the health, economic, and social impacts of COVID-19, as well as support 

the region’s response to the overlapping challenges of the sharp economic slowdown, rising inflation 
and deepening food insecurity due to the war in Europe, among others… 

Date: August 18, 2022 Type: Press Release  
 

 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to  27 Aug 2022] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases
https://www.wfpha.org/
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/water/publication/adapting-to-a-changing-world
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/water/publication/adapting-to-a-changing-world
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2022/08/18/el-grupo-banco-mundial-movilizo-mas-de-us-20700-millones-para-ayudar-a-america-latina-y-el-caribe
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2022/08/18/el-grupo-banco-mundial-movilizo-mas-de-us-20700-millones-para-ayudar-a-america-latina-y-el-caribe
http://www.wcoomd.org/


 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to  27 Aug 2022] 

https://www.oie.int/en/ 
Press Releases, Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 27 Aug 2022] 

http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 

:::::: 
 

ARM [Alliance for Regenerative Medicine]  [to  27 Aug 2022] 
https://alliancerm.org/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

BIO    [to  27 Aug 2022] 
https://www.bio.org/press-releases 

Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DCVMN – Developing Country Vaccine Manufacturers Network  [to  27 Aug 2022] 
http://www.dcvmn.org/ 

News; Upcoming events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

ICBA – International Council of Biotechnology Associations   [to  27 Aug 2022] 
https://internationalbiotech.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

IFPMA   [to  27 Aug 2022] 
http://www.ifpma.org/resources/news-releases/ 

Selected Press Releases, Statements, Publications 
IFPMA statement at the 72nd session of the WHO Regional Committee for Africa: Regional 

strategy 
24 August 2022 
   IFPMA welcomes the opportunity to comment on the WHO AFRO region’s strategy for health security 
and emergencies. The innovative biopharmaceutical industry is keen to learn lessons from the COVID-
19 pandemic and to work with others to ensure we are much better prepared for the next health 

emergency. 

https://www.oie.int/en/
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://alliancerm.org/press-releases/
https://www.bio.org/press-releases
http://www.dcvmn.org/
https://internationalbiotech.org/news/
http://www.ifpma.org/resources/news-releases/
https://www.ifpma.org/resource-centre/ifpma-statement-at-the-72nd-session-of-the-who-regional-committee-for-africa-regional-strategy-for-health-security-and-emergencies-2022-2030/
https://www.ifpma.org/resource-centre/ifpma-statement-at-the-72nd-session-of-the-who-regional-committee-for-africa-regional-strategy-for-health-security-and-emergencies-2022-2030/


   We are not surprised by the assessment from the background document, stating that there have 
been major gaps in access to services and resilience, both of which have significant impacts on health 

security. We support calls to enable quicker detection of high-threat pathogens, which require 
immediate, safe, transparent, and rapid sharing of samples and genetic sequence data. 

   This, together with an enabling innovation ecosystem and regulatory agility, are among the 
biopharmaceutical industry’s 10 lessons learned in the process of successfully developing COVID-19 
vaccines and treatments. Our most important lesson learned is that we must redouble collective efforts 
to achieve health equity, while ensuring health systems and delivery infrastructure are strengthened.    

This analysis has resulted in industry tabling the Berlin Declaration, which proposes to create a 
collaborative solution for more equitable rollout of vaccines, treatments, and diagnostics for future 

pandemics. 
   National and regional governments have the power and responsibility to determine their health 

security, and, in this spirit, we urge the AFRO Member States to continue to show their political 
leadership and follow through on the African Union commitments to increase domestic health financing. 

 
 
International Alliance of Patients’ Organizations – IAPO  [to  27 Aug 2022] 
https://www.iapo.org.uk/news/topic/6  

Press and media [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association [IGBA] 
https://www.igbamedicines.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

PhRMA    [to  27 Aug 2022] 
http://www.phrma.org/  

Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Vaccines/Therapeutics/Medicines – Selected Developer/Manufacturer Announcements  
 

AstraZeneca 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Bharat Biotech  

Press Releases   
Aug 24: Nigeria introduces Bharat Biotech's ROTAVAC® vaccine for immunization in children  
 
BioCubaFarma – Cuba 
Últimas Noticias  - No new digest announcements identified   
 

https://www.ifpma.org/resource-centre/applying-lessons-learned-from-covid-19-to-create-a-healthier-safer-more-equitable-world/
https://www.ifpma.org/resource-centre/berlin-declaration-biopharmaceutical-industry-vision-for-equitable-access-in-pandemics/
https://www.iapo.org.uk/news/topic/6
https://www.igbamedicines.org/
http://www.phrma.org/press-room
https://www.astrazeneca.com/media-centre/press-releases.html
https://www.bharatbiotech.com/press_releases.html
https://www.bharatbiotech.com/images/press/nigeria-introduces-bharat-biotech-rotavac.pdf
https://www.biocubafarma.cu/noticias/noticias.php?TOp=2


Biological E  
News   - No new digest announcements identified  : 
 
BioNTech 

Press Releases  
Statement on Patent Infringement Lawsuit Filed by Moderna 
26 August 2022 
Pfizer and BioNTech Complete Submission to European Medicines Agency for Omicron 

BA.4/BA.5 Adapted Bivalent Vaccine 
26 August 2022 

Pfizer and BioNTech Announce Updated COVID-19 Vaccine Data Supporting Efficacy in 
Children 6 Months through 4 Years of Age 

23 August 2022 
Pfizer and BioNTech Submit Application to U.S. FDA for Emergency Use Authorization of 

Omicron BA.4/BA.5-Adapted Bivalent COVID-19 Vaccine 
22 August 2022 
 
CanSinoBIO 

News - Website not responding at inquiry 
 

CIGB 
Latest News   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Cinnagen 
Recent News   - No new digest announcements identified   
  
Clover Biopharmaceuticals - China 
News   
Aug 25,2022 
Clover Announces Positive Phase 2/3 Results in Adolescents for its COVID-19 Vaccine 
 
Curevac  [Bayer Ag – Germany] 

News   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Gamaleya National Center 
Latest News and Events - See Russia below. 
 
GSK 

Press releases for media  - No new digest announcements identified   
 

IMBCAMS, China 
Home  - Website not responding at inquiry   
 
Janssen/JNJ 
Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Medicago 

Media  - No new digest announcements identified   

https://www.biologicale.com/news.html
https://investors.biontech.de/press-releases
https://investors.biontech.de/news-releases/news-release-details/statement-patent-infringement-lawsuit-filed-moderna
https://investors.biontech.de/news-releases/news-release-details/pfizer-and-biontech-complete-submission-european-medicines-0
https://investors.biontech.de/news-releases/news-release-details/pfizer-and-biontech-complete-submission-european-medicines-0
https://investors.biontech.de/news-releases/news-release-details/pfizer-and-biontech-announce-updated-covid-19-vaccine-data
https://investors.biontech.de/news-releases/news-release-details/pfizer-and-biontech-announce-updated-covid-19-vaccine-data
https://investors.biontech.de/news-releases/news-release-details/pfizer-and-biontech-submit-application-us-fda-emergency-use
https://investors.biontech.de/news-releases/news-release-details/pfizer-and-biontech-submit-application-us-fda-emergency-use
http://116.255.206.169:8080/html/1/179/180/index.html
https://www.cigb.edu.cu/en/home/
https://www.cinnagen.com/
https://www.cloverbiopharma.com/news.html
https://ir.cloverbiopharma.com/news-releases/news-release-details/clover-announces-positive-phase-23-results-adolescents-its-covid
https://www.curevac.com/en/newsroom/news/
https://gamaleya.org/en/news/poslednie-novosti-i-sobytiya/
https://www.gsk.com/en-gb/media/
https://www.imbcams.ac.cn/Category_2142/Index.aspx
https://www.janssen.com/news
https://medicago.com/en/media/


 
Merck 

News releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 

Moderna 
Press Releases   
26 August, 2022 
Moderna Sues Pfizer and BioNTech for Infringing Patents Central to Moderna's Innovative 

mRNA Technology Platform 
 

23 August, 2022 
Moderna Completes Application To U.S. Food And Drug Administration For Emergency Use 

Authorization Of Omicron-Targeting Bivalent Covid-19 Booster Vaccine, mRNA-1273.222 
 

22 August, 2022 
Moderna to Supply 12 Million Doses of Omicron-Containing Bivalent COVID-19 Booster 
Vaccines to the Government of Canada 
 

Nanogen 
News   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Novartis 

News  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Novavax 
Press Releases  
Aug 26, 2022 
Novavax Nuvaxovid™ COVID-19 Vaccine Granted Expanded Conditional Marketing 

Authorization in the United Kingdom for Use in Adolescents Aged 12 Through 17 
 

Aug 22, 2022 
Statement 

U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Expands Recommendation for Novavax 
COVID-19 Vaccine, Adjuvanted to Adolescents Aged 12 Through 17 
 
Pfizer 

Recent Press Releases   
08.26.2022   Press Releases 

Pfizer and BioNTech Complete Submission to European Medicines Agency for Omicron 
BA.4/BA.5 Adapted Bivalent Vaccine 

 
08.25.2022   Press Releases 

Pfizer Announces Positive Top-Line Data from Phase 3 Trial of Older Adults for its Bivalent 
Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV) Vaccine Candidate 
 
08.23.2022   Press Releases 
Pfizer and BioNTech Announce Updated COVID-19 Vaccine Data Supporting Efficacy in 

Children 6 Months through 4 Years of Age 

https://www.merck.com/media/news/
https://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases
https://investors.modernatx.com/news/news-details/2022/Moderna-Sues-Pfizer-and-BioNTech-for-Infringing-Patents-Central-to-Modernas-Innovative-mRNA-Technology-Platform/default.aspx
https://investors.modernatx.com/news/news-details/2022/Moderna-Sues-Pfizer-and-BioNTech-for-Infringing-Patents-Central-to-Modernas-Innovative-mRNA-Technology-Platform/default.aspx
https://investors.modernatx.com/news/news-details/2022/Moderna-Completes-Application-To-U.S.-Food-And-Drug-Administration-For-Emergency-Use-Authorization-Of-Omicron-Targeting-Bivalent-Covid-19-Booster-Vaccine-mRNA-1273.222/default.aspx
https://investors.modernatx.com/news/news-details/2022/Moderna-Completes-Application-To-U.S.-Food-And-Drug-Administration-For-Emergency-Use-Authorization-Of-Omicron-Targeting-Bivalent-Covid-19-Booster-Vaccine-mRNA-1273.222/default.aspx
https://investors.modernatx.com/news/news-details/2022/Moderna-to-Supply-12-Million-Doses-of-Omicron-Containing-Bivalent-COVID-19-Booster-Vaccines-to-the-Government-of-Canada/default.aspx
https://investors.modernatx.com/news/news-details/2022/Moderna-to-Supply-12-Million-Doses-of-Omicron-Containing-Bivalent-COVID-19-Booster-Vaccines-to-the-Government-of-Canada/default.aspx
https://nanogenpharma.com/news
https://www.novartis.com/news/news-archive?type=media_release
https://ir.novavax.com/press-releases
https://ir.novavax.com/2022-08-26-Novavax-Nuvaxovid-TM-COVID-19-Vaccine-Granted-Expanded-Conditional-Marketing-Authorization-in-the-United-Kingdom-for-Use-in-Adolescents-Aged-12-Through-17
https://ir.novavax.com/2022-08-26-Novavax-Nuvaxovid-TM-COVID-19-Vaccine-Granted-Expanded-Conditional-Marketing-Authorization-in-the-United-Kingdom-for-Use-in-Adolescents-Aged-12-Through-17
https://ir.novavax.com/press-releases?category=8
https://ir.novavax.com/U-S-Centers-for-Disease-Control-and-Prevention-Expands-Recommendation-for-Novavax-COVID-19-Vaccine,-Adjuvanted-to-Adolescents-Aged-12-Through-17
https://ir.novavax.com/U-S-Centers-for-Disease-Control-and-Prevention-Expands-Recommendation-for-Novavax-COVID-19-Vaccine,-Adjuvanted-to-Adolescents-Aged-12-Through-17
https://www.pfizer.com/news
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-and-biontech-complete-submission-european-medicines
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-and-biontech-complete-submission-european-medicines
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-announces-positive-top-line-data-phase-3-trial-older
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-announces-positive-top-line-data-phase-3-trial-older
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-and-biontech-announce-updated-covid-19-vaccine-data
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-and-biontech-announce-updated-covid-19-vaccine-data


 
08.22.2022   Press Releases 

Pfizer and BioNTech Submit Application to U.S. FDA for Emergency Use Authorization of 
Omicron BA.4/BA.5-Adapted Bivalent COVID-19 Vaccine 

 
R-Pharm 
https://rpharm-us.com/index.php 
[No news or media page identified] 
 
Sanofi Pasteur 

Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 

Serum Institute of India 
NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Shifa Pharmed [Iran] 
http://shafapharmed.com/ 
No news page identified. 
 
Sinopharm/WIBPBIBP 

News  - No new digest announcements identified   
 

Sinovac 
Press Releases  
SINOVAC COVID-19 Vaccine Approved for Use in Children 6 Months and Older in Chile 
2022/08/25 
 
SK Biosciences 

Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Valneva 
Press Releases   
August 23, 2022  
Valneva Confirms WHO Recommendations for its Inactivated COVID-19 Vaccine 
 
Vector State Research Centre of Viralogy and Biotechnology 

Home   - Website not responding [404 error] 
 
WestVac Biopharma  
Media   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Zhifei Longcom, China 

[Anhui Zhifei Longcom Biologic Pharmacy Co., Ltd.] 

[No website identified] 
 
 
   *  *  *  * 

   *  *  *  * 

https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-and-biontech-submit-application-us-fda-emergency-use
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https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2022
https://www.seruminstitute.com/
http://shafapharmed.com/
http://www.sinopharm.com/en/g1363/m4173.aspx
http://www.sinovac.com/news/news.php?class2=154&lang=en
http://www.sinovac.com/news/shownews.php?id=1546&lang=en
https://www.skbioscience.co.kr/en/news/news_01
https://valneva.com/media/
https://valneva.com/press-release/valneva-confirms-who-recommendations-for-its-inactivated-covid-19-vaccine/
http://www.istc.int/en/institute/10150
http://www.westvacpharma.com/news/new1.html


 
Journal Watch 
   Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review continues its weekly scanning of key peer-reviewed 

journals to identify and cite articles, commentary and editorials, books reviews and other content 
supporting our focus on vaccine ethics and policy. Journal Watch is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative of themes and issues the Center is actively tracking. We selectively provide full text of some 
editorial and comment articles that are specifically relevant to our work. Successful access to some of 

the links provided may require subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher.  
     If you would like to suggest other journal titles to include in this service, please contact David Curry 

at: david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org 
 

 
AJOB Empirical Bioethics 

Volume 13, 2022  Issue 3 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 
AMA Journal of Ethics 

Volume 24, Number 8: E715-816  Aug 2022 
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/inequity-and-iatrogenic-harm 

Inequity and Iatrogenic Harm  
Three kinds of health inequity include (1) inequity in access to health care; (2) inequity in the quality of 
health care services, experiences, and interactions; and (3) inequity in health status. Iatrogenic harms 
include damage generated by health care services, experiences, and interactions and are not limited to 

errors. Should neglect by health care organizations and personnel also count as forms of iatrogenic 
harm to patients and communities? This theme issue considers this question and considers, too, how 

iatrogenic harm exacerbates inequity and how different kinds of inequity exacerbate iatrogenesis. The 
health of persons whose embodiment experiences and identities are minoritized along axes of gender, 

race, class, ethnicity, and comorbidities could very well rely upon what is revealed by deeply 
interrogating the nature and scope of ethical, clinical, legal, and social relationships between iatrogenic 

harm and health inequity.  
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 

August 2022  Volume 50  Issue 8   p839-968 
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 

WHO Special issue: Personal protective equipment research and innovation in the context 
of the World Health Organization COVID-19 R&D Blueprint program 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
September 2022   Volume 63  Issue 3  p313-468 
https://www.ajpmonline.org/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 

 
 

mailto:david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current
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http://www.ajicjournal.org/current
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American Journal of Public Health 
September 2022  112(9) 

http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 

 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 

Volume 107 (2022): Issue 2 (Aug 2022)  
https://www.ajtmh.org/view/journals/tpmd/107/2/tpmd.107.issue-2.xml 

Perspective Piece  
Developing Molecular Surveillance Capacity for Asymptomatic and Drug-Resistant Malaria 

in a Resource-Limited Setting—Experiences and Lessons Learned  
Kay Thwe Han, Zay Yar Han, and Kayvan Zainabadi 

Volume/Issue:  Volume 107: Issue 2  
Article Category: Perspective  

DOI: https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.21-0543  
 
COVID-19 Vaccination Intention in a Community Cohort in Ponce, Puerto Rico  
Liliana Sánchez-González, Chelsea G. Major, Dania M. Rodriguez, Abirami Balajee, Kyle R. Ryff, Olga 

Lorenzi, Mariely Linares, Laura E. Adams, Vanessa Rivera-Amill, Melissa Rolfes, and Gabriela Paz-Bailey  
Volume/Issue: Volume 107: Issue 2  

Article Category: Research Article  
DOI: https://doi.org/10.4269/ajtmh.22-0132  

 
Sensitive and Stable Molecular Detection of Dengue, Chikungunya, and Zika Viruses from 

Dried Blood Spots  
Jaime A. Cardona-Ospina, Victoria Stittleburg, Natalia Millan-Benavidez, Juliana Restrepo-Chica, Autum 
Key, Diana Marcela Rojas-Gallardo, Anne Piantadosi, Matthew H. Collins, and Jesse J. Waggoner  
Volume/Issue: Volume 107: Issue 2  

Article Category: Short Report  
 

 
Annals of Internal Medicine 

August 2022  Volume 175, Issue 8 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal 
Volume 309  August 2022 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/308/suppl/C 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 

http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed  27 Aug 2022) 
[No new digest content identified] 
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RTS,S is the first malaria vaccine recommended for implementation among young children at risk. 
However, vaccine efficacy is modest and short-lived. Antibodies play the major role in vaccine-induced 
immunity, ...  
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Summary box 
- Data transparency has become a well-established norm in biomedical research, and is especially 

important for broadly used public health interventions like COVID-19 vaccines. 
- Tax payers helped fund COVID-19 vaccine trials and should have the right to access the results. 

- There is inadequate availability of COVID-19 vaccine trial documents and data; individual 
participant data will not be available for months, perhaps years, for most vaccines. 

- Widespread use of interventions without full data transparency raises concerns over the rational 
use of COVID-19 vaccines. 

- Trial transparency must start early and be continuous. Trial protocols should be released once 
finalised, before trial results are reported, and should be accompanied with the release of trial 

documents and data before clinicians and the public make decisions regarding product use. 
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/genetics-in-medicine/vol/24/issue/8 
Review article   
Scoping review and classification of deep learning in medical genetics 
Suzanna E. Ledgister Hanchard, Michelle C. Dwyer, Simon Liu, Ping Hu, ... Benjamin D. Solomon 
Pages 1593-1603 
ABSTRACT 
Deep learning (DL) is applied in many biomedical areas. We performed a scoping review on DL in 
medical genetics. We first assessed 14,002 articles, of which 133 involved DL in medical genetics. DL in 

medical genetics increased rapidly during the studied period. In medical genetics, DL has largely been 
applied to small data sets of affected individuals (mean = 95, median = 29) with genetic conditions (71 

different genetic conditions were studied; 24 articles studied multiple conditions). A variety of data 
types have been used in medical genetics, including radiologic (20%), ophthalmologic (14%), 

microscopy (8%), and text-based data (4%); the most common data type was patient facial 
photographs (46%). DL authors and research subjects overrepresent certain geographic areas (United 
States, Asia, and Europe). Convolutional neural networks (89%) were the most common method. 
Results were compared with human performance in 31% of studies. In total, 51% of articles provided 

data access; 16% released source code. To further explore DL in genomics, we conducted an 
additional analysis, the results of which highlight future opportunities for DL in medical genetics. 

Finally, we expect DL applications to increase in the future. To aid data curation, we evaluated a DL, 
random forest, and rule-based classifier at categorizing article abstracts. 

 
Review article  Abstract only 
Health equity in the implementation of genomics and precision medicine: A public health 
imperative 
Muin J. Khoury, Scott Bowen, W. David Dotson, Emily Drzymalla, ... Rebecca Bunnell 
Pages 1630-1639 

ABSTRACT 
Recent reviews have emphasized the need for a health equity agenda in genomics research. To ensure 

that genomic discoveries can lead to improved health outcomes for all segments of the population, a 
health equity agenda needs to go beyond research studies. Advances in genomics and precision 

medicine have led to an increasing number of evidence-based applications that can reduce morbidity 
and mortality for millions of people (tier 1). Studies have shown lower implementation rates for 
selected diseases with tier 1 applications (familial hypercholesterolemia, Lynch syndrome, hereditary 
breast and ovarian cancer) among racial and ethnic minority groups, rural communities, uninsured or 

underinsured people, and those with lower education and income. We make the case that a public 
health agenda is needed to address disparities in implementation of genomics and precision medicine. 

Public health actions can be centered on population-specific needs and outcomes assessment, policy 
and evidence development, and assurance of delivery of effective and ethical interventions. Crucial 

public health activities also include engaging communities, building coalitions, improving genetic health 
literacy, and building a diverse workforce. Without concerted public health action, further advances in 

genomics with potentially broad applications could lead to further widening of health disparities in the 
next decade. 
 
Editorial   
Improving racial diversity in the genomics workforce: An examination of challenges and 

opportunities 
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Catherine Wicklund, Kunal Sanghavi, Bernice Coleman, Katherine Johansen Taber, ... Sarah Beachy 
Pages 1640-1643 

Introduction 
The Roundtable on Genomics and Precision Health at the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, 

and Medicine spent much of its meeting time in 2020 envisioning a new strategic plan to guide its work 
over the next few years.1 The Roundtable’s new vision, realizing the full potential of health for all 
through genomics and precision health, underscores the members’ prioritization of the values of 
inclusivity and equity for all— a theme that emerged and recurred during strategic thinking discussions. 

As an effective convener of diverse stakeholders in genomics, the Roundtable fosters discussions, 
collaborations, and new ideas to shape the field with the longer-term goal of achieving equitable access 

to the benefits of innovations in genomics. Over the past year, the Roundtable has focused on 
underrepresentation and inequity in genomics research, workforce, and patient health care. The 

Roundtable has undertaken efforts such as a public workshop2 and Roundtable discussions on 
workforce diversity to better understand issues the genomics field faces, including its history of racism. 

This commentary reflects key points the individual authors wished to highlight from the Roundtable 
workshop and discussions on workforce diversity, as well as from personal experiences. 
 
Research article  
The Gene Curation Coalition: A global effort to harmonize gene–disease evidence 
resources 

Marina T. DiStefano, Scott Goehringer, Lawrence Babb, Fowzan S. Alkuraya, ... Heidi L. Rehm 
Pages 1732-1742 

ABSTRACT 
Purpose 
Several groups and resources provide information that pertains to the validity of gene–disease 
relationships used in genomic medicine and research; however, universal standards and terminologies 
to define the evidence base for the role of a gene in disease and a single harmonized resource were 
lacking. To tackle this issue, the Gene Curation Coalition (GenCC) was formed. 

Methods 
The GenCC drafted harmonized definitions for differing levels of gene–disease validity on the basis of 

existing resources, and performed a modified Delphi survey with 3 rounds to narrow the list of terms. 
The GenCC also developed a unified database to display curated gene–disease validity assertions from 

its members. 
Results 
On the basis of 241 survey responses from the genetics community, a consensus term set was chosen 
for grading gene–disease validity and database submissions. As of December 2021, the database 

contained 15,241 gene–disease assertions on 4569 unique genes from 12 submitters. When comparing 
submissions to the database from distinct sources, conflicts in assertions of gene–disease validity 

ranged from 5.3% to 13.4%. 
Conclusion 

Terminology standardization, sharing of gene–disease validity classifications, and resolution of curation 
conflicts will facilitate collaborations across international curation efforts and in turn, improve 

consistency in genetic testing and variant interpretation. 
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Clinical implications of host genetic variation and susceptibility to severe or critical COVID-
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Since the start of the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic, important insights have been 
gained into virus biology and the host factors that modulate the human immune response against 
severe acute res...  
Authors: Caspar I. van der Made, Mihai G. Netea, Frank L. van der Veerdonk and Alexander Hoischen  
Citation: Genome Medicine 2022 14:96  
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Zhu 
Content type: Research Article 23 August 2022  
   Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is one of the top ten global public health challenges. However, given 
the lack of a comprehensive assessment of worldwide AMR status, our objective is to develop a One 

Health-based system-wide evaluation tool on global AMR. 
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Viewpoint 
Ensuring Widespread and Equitable Access to Treatments for COVID-19  

Ashwin Vasan, MD, PhD; Mary Foote, MD, MPH; Theodore Long, MD, MHS  
free access  
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   This Viewpoint discusses the medical interventions and public health approaches across the US, and 

specifically in New York City, that have been developed during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

Diagnostic Excellence 
Decoding Artificial Intelligence to Achieve Diagnostic Excellence - Learning From Experts, 

Examples, and Experience  
Jonathan H. Chen, MD, PhD; Gurpreet Dhaliwal, MD; Daniel Yang, MD  

free access  
JAMA. 2022;328(8):709-710. doi:10.1001/jama.2022.13735  
   This Viewpoint describes 3 learning methods that form the basis of many systems of diagnostic 
artificial intelligence systems—learning from experts, examples, and experience—and their parallels to 
clinicians’ existing approaches to learning. 

 

https://www.ijcmph.com/index.php/ijcmph/issue/view/88
https://academic.oup.com/ije/issue
https://academic.oup.com/ije/article/51/4/1041/6580002
https://academic.oup.com/ije/article/51/4/1041/6580002
https://academic.oup.com/ije/search-results?f_Authors=Ian+Shrier
https://academic.oup.com/ije/search-results?f_Authors=Etsuji+Suzuki
https://doi.org/10.1093/ije/dyac090
https://www.emerald.com/insight/publication/issn/2056-4902/vol/15/iss/2
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/currentissue
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2794967
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2794998
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2794998


 
JAMA Pediatrics  

August 2022, Vol 176, No. 8, Pages 737-830  
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/currentissue 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
JBI Evidence Synthesis 

August 2022 - Volume 20 - Issue 8  
https://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Pages/currenttoc.aspx 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 
Journal of Adolescent Health 

August 2022  Volume 71  Issue 2  p141-250 
https://www.jahonline.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 
Journal of Artificial Intelligence Research 

Vol. 74 (2022) 
https://www.jair.org/index.php/j air 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Journal of Community Health  
Volume 47, issue 4, August 2022 
https://link.springer.com/journal/10900/volumes-and-issues/47-4 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 
Journal of Development Economics 

Volume 158   September 2022 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-development-economics/vol/158/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 
Journal of Empirical Research on Human Research Ethics 

Volume 17 Issue 4, October 2022  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current 

Empirical studies on ethical issues on research in diverse cultures and settings 
Understanding of Critical Elements of Informed Consent in Genomic Research: A Case of a 

Paediatric HIV-TB Research Project in Uganda  
Francis Anyaka Amayoa, Frederick Nelson Nakwagala, John Barugahare, Ian Guyton Munabi, Erisa 
Sabakaki Mwaka 
First Published May 12, 2022; pp. 483–493 
Abstract 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/currentissue
https://journals.lww.com/jbisrir/Pages/currenttoc.aspx
https://www.jahonline.org/current
https://www.jair.org/index.php/jair
https://link.springer.com/journal/10900/volumes-and-issues/47-4
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-development-economics/vol/158/suppl/C
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/15562646211058253
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/15562646211058253
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/15562646211058253
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/15562646221100430
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/15562646221100430
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/jre/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/15562646211058253
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/15562646211058253


Several studies have reported inadequate comprehension of informed consent for genomic research. 
This study aimed to assess research participants’ understanding of critical elements of informed 

consent for genomic research. A cross-sectional survey involving 123 parents/caregivers of children 
participating in a paediatric genomic TB/HIV study was conducted. Only 47.2% of the participants had 

adequate understanding of consent information. The mean objective (actual) and subjective 
(perceived) understanding scores were 78.7% and 91.7% respectively. Participants adequately 
understood most elements of consent however, some elements were poorly understood including 
foreseeable risks, protection of confidentiality and compensation for research related injury. Overall 

there was inadequate comprehension of critical elements of informed consent and there was 
dissonance between actual and perceived comprehension of informed consent. 
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Editorial 
Tedros: Tigray, the Triple Billion, and a second term 
The Lancet 
“Maybe the reason is the colour of the skin of the people in Tigray.” Dr Tedros confronted world 
leaders last week for their neglect of “the worst disaster on earth”—a storm of conflict in Ethiopia, 

extreme weather across the Horn of Africa, and soaring food, fuel, and fertiliser prices exacerbated by 
Russia's invasion of Ukraine. Tedros is not politically neutral, given his Tigrayan background and former 

high-level roles in the Ethiopian Government. But his suggestion that racism underpins the world's 
apparent indifference is worthy of consideration, by both the political and health communities. 

 
A humanitarian catastrophe is clearly taking place in the Horn of Africa. Many millions of people are 

suffering. Ethiopia, for example, saw substantial declines in communicable, maternal, neonatal, and 
nutritional diseases and disability between 2000 and 2019. Life expectancy rose from 46·9 years to 
68·8 years, a testament to the power of strengthening community-based health programmes. 
However, the Tigray civil war, which has spilled over into most of northern Ethiopia, is rapidly 
undermining these gains. The UN now estimates that at least 25 million Ethiopians need humanitarian 

assistance and protection, 42% of whom are children. In Tigray, 80% of health facilities have been 
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looted or damaged, and medical supplies are in short supply. Half of pregnant or lactating women and 
one in three children under 5 years is malnourished. Women and girls are being forced into sex work to 

survive. Access to maternal health care has been compromised. As a World Report this week describes, 
Tigray was on the verge of eliminating obstetric fistula, but cases are now soaring because of the 

conflict. 
 
His comments came the day after he began his second term as WHO Director-General. Tedros’ re-
election was uncontested, but his first term was by no means uncontroversial. He faced unprecedented 

challenges in the COVID-19 pandemic, and there were several successes: WHO strongly voiced the 
pandemic's threat to low-income countries and campaigned vigorously for equity; more than 1.4 billion 

vaccine doses have been delivered via COVAX. Campaigns to counter misinformation and 
disinformation were rapid and clear. Progress was made in decreasing tobacco use and eliminating 

mother-to-child transmission of HIV and syphilis. 
 

Tedros’ signature issue, however, was his ambitious Triple Billion programme: the promise that by 
2023, one billion more people would be enjoying better health and wellbeing, one billion more people 
would be benefiting from universal health coverage, and one billion people would be better protected 
from health emergencies. There has been progress, but projections suggest serious shortfalls in 

securing universal health coverage, with only 270 million more people expected to be benefiting by 
2023. In reorganising WHO programme clusters towards Triple Billion targets, crucial work around 

women and children's health and non-communicable diseases was weakened. This was a mistake. 
 

A grim stain on WHO's reputation was left by the revelation that staff involved in the Ebola virus 
outbreak response in DR Congo had sexually exploited and abused local people. WHO's functioning, if 
not its very purpose, is under increasing scrutiny from politicians, who are hostile towards international 
institutions. These are challenges of governance as much as technical ability. Power has been 
increasingly centralised around the Director-General's office under Tedros’ leadership. This strategy 
might be advantageous in a crisis that demands a commander-in-control. But a lack of depth in wider 

leadership leaves shortcomings in the organisation. WHO needs people of high calibre in programmatic 
leadership positions. A wealth of expertise is available in WHO regional offices, and they deserve more 

support, engagement, and visibility. Member states might in fact prefer to fund regional offices rather 
than the Geneva headquarters. Former Director-Generals appointed strong personalities, leaders in 

their areas of expertise and who had real convening power. Ala Alwan, for example, while Assistant 
Director-General for WHO, led the development of a global strategy for the prevention and control of 
non-communicable diseases that was endorsed by the World Health Assembly in 2000. In its wider 
leadership, the WHO of today suffers a knowledge and expertise vacuum, with a heavy reliance on 

external experts and management consultants. Tedros would be wise to think about how leadership 
and responsibility is devolved to other dimensions and domains of his team. 

 
No doubt, there will be many health emergencies across the world in the next 5 years. But Tedros 

should start his second term by tackling weaknesses at home. 
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Clinical presentation and virological assessment of confirmed human monkeypox virus 
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   This multicentre, prospective, observational cohort study was done in three sexual health clinics in 

Madrid and Barcelona, Spain. We enrolled all consecutive patients with laboratory-confirmed 
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monkeypox from May 11 to June 29, 2022. Participants were offered lesion, anal, and oropharynx 
swabs for PCR testing. Participant data were collected by means of interviews conducted by 

dermatologists or specialists in sexually transmitted infections and were recorded using a standard case 
report form. Outcomes assessed in all participants with a confirmed diagnosis were demographics, 

smallpox vaccination, HIV status, exposure to someone with monkeypox, travel, mass gathering 
attendance, risk factors for sexually transmitted infections, sexual behaviour, signs and symptoms on 
first presentation, virological results at multiple body sites, co-infection with other sexually transmitted 
pathogens, and clinical outcomes 14 days after the initial presentation. Clinical outcomes were followed 

up until July 13, 2022. 
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Ukraine, among other challenges. Most notably, the US is experiencing a flattening or decline in life 
expectancy compared with other high-income countries. As part of a wider effort to reverse this 

decline, relationships between FDA and the biomedical ecosystem should be reimagined to facilitate 
more effective translation of science into successful health interventions. 

 
The biomedical community’s response to COVID-19 has provided multiple tools—vaccines; antiviral 
medications and other therapeutics; diagnostic testing—that can help prevent infection and 
transmission and treat patients. FDA’s flexibility and guidance regarding compressed time frames for 

research, development, testing, and regulatory approval were crucial in responding to this ever-
changing public health threat. Equally important was the ability to streamline clinical trials to efficiently 

produce data that enabled a clear understanding of the risks and benefits for new or repurposed 
therapeutics. FDA will apply these lessons, where relevant, to other areas of biomedical product 

development. A reciprocal emphasis on reinventing research translation across biomedical sectors is 
needed to meet the moment. 

 
Despite progress in treating cancer and rare diseases, declines in US life expectancy are driven by 
common, chronic diseases (CCDs), including cardiometabolic, lung, and kidney disease, along with 
mental health conditions. Use of tobacco products and increases in deaths due to opioid overdose are 

also driving negative national statistics. Existing approaches to develop and assess pharmacologic 
therapies, medical devices, and interventions for CCDs and addiction, including behavioral techniques, 

should be reexamined by the biomedical community. While the FDA revitalizes its approaches, the 
biomedical community should also review its priorities so that it can deliver more new therapies in 

these areas, particularly for those suffering most: racial and ethnic minorities, people with less 
education and wealth, and those living in rural areas. Consortia comprising patients, researchers, 
regulators, and the medical products industry are needed, as exemplified by substantial progress in 
therapies for cystic fibrosis, type 1 diabetes mellitus, and multiple myeloma. FDA will focus on 
translating new science into treatments and diagnostics, working closely with the National Institutes of 
Health and its grantees, the recently formed Advanced Research Projects Agency for Health, and 

patient advocacy groups. 
 

Integrating research and clinical care with access to digital information presents enormous potential to 
benefit the research enterprise and health outcomes. However, societal norms for research 

participation and data sharing should be revamped, including attention to cyber-attack vulnerability. It 
is hoped that modernizing FDA’s digital infrastructure will prompt complementary efforts by the 
biomedical community to evolve a national digital infrastructure that enables swift, systematic 
gathering of patient data, collectively yielding detailed understanding of “real-world” benefits and risks 

of medical products. This network should also support faster, more comprehensive approaches to risk–
benefit issues for food, where considerations of nutritional value, supply-chain data, presence of toxic 

substances, whole-genome pathogen sequencing, and impact of intentional gene modification can be 
integrated with health outcomes. In the face of global climate change, a safe, resilient, and effective 

food system is a priority. Involving consumers and patients directly in the process of FDA’s technology 
development represents a major opportunity to harness social science and human behavioral research 

and engage with the public more meaningfully. 
 
Misinformation has undermined the credibility of science and evidence-based processes that improve 
societal well-being. The FDA is working to restore public confidence by prioritizing clear, direct, and 
transparent communication as a priority. However, broader efforts spanning the biomedical ecosystem 



are needed to create an effective consortium that ensures access to truthful information about 
biomedical science and health. 

 
Although FDA’s primary mission is to safeguard the well-being of Americans, it operates in a global 

environment. FDA will continue to work with scientific, public health, and regulatory communities 
around the world to establish robust information systems for monitoring viral and biological 
environments, disease transmission, and the safety of medicines and food produced outside the US. 
COVID-19 has been a clarion call for public health agencies and biomedical scientists worldwide to 

collaborate as never before. 
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Open Access 
Spatial distributions of early cases and environmental samples show that SARS-CoV-2 emergence was 
associated with the wildlife trade.  
Pandemic epicenter 
As 2019 turned into 2020, a coronavirus spilled over from wild animals into people, sparking what has 
become one of the best documented pandemics to afflict humans. However, the origins of the 

pandemic in December 2019 are controversial. Worobey et al. amassed the variety of evidence from 
the City of Wuhan, China, where the first human infections were reported. These reports confirm that 

most of the earliest human cases centered around the Huanan Seafood Wholesale Market. Within the 
market, the data statistically located the earliest human cases to one section where vendors of live wild 

animals congregated and where virus-positive environmental samples concentrated. In a related 
report, Pekar et al. found that genomic diversity before February 2020 comprised two distinct viral 
lineages, A and B, which were the result of at least two separate cross-species transmission events into 
humans (see the Perspective by Jiang and Wang). The precise events surrounding virus spillover will 

always be clouded, but all of the circumstantial evidence so far points to more than one zoonotic event 
occurring in Huanan market in Wuhan, China, likely during November–December 2019. —CA 

Abstract 
Understanding how severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) emerged in 2019 is 

critical to preventing future zoonotic outbreaks before they become the next pandemic. The Huanan 
Seafood Wholesale Market in Wuhan, China, was identified as a likely source of cases in early reports, 

but later this conclusion became controversial. We show here that the earliest known COVID-19 cases 
from December 2019, including those without reported direct links, were geographically centered on 
this market. We report that live SARS-CoV-2–susceptible mammals were sold at the market in late 
2019 and that within the market, SARS-CoV-2–positive environmental samples were spatially 
associated with vendors selling live mammals. Although there is insufficient evidence to define 

upstream events, and exact circumstances remain obscure, our analyses indicate that the emergence 

https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.abq4481
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.abp8715
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.abp8715


of SARS-CoV-2 occurred through the live wildlife trade in China and show that the Huanan market was 
the epicenter of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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suboptimal. We are not able to provide a satisfactory explanation why industry funded SRs had a lower 
methodological quality than non-industry funded SRs over recent years. Industry funding is an 
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Background: There is currently no specific treatment recommended for monkeypox. This expanded 

access programme (EAP) aims to provide tecovirimat to patients with monkeypox and collect data on 
patient treatment, disease evolution and outcomes under a protocol to contribute to the evidence-base 

for the use of the drug for monkeypox.  
Methods: Patients with confirmed monkeypox received tecovirimat according to the recommended 

dosing. Data on clinical signs and symptoms were recorded daily during treatment and at follow-up 
visits. Blood or lesion samples were taken during treatment and at day 28 to assess viral presence of 

monkeypox by PCR. As tecovirimat is administered via an EAP, outcome measures were not predefined. 
Adverse events and clinical outcomes were monitored by evaluating the total number and location of 
lesions, temperature, degree of incapacity, presence of adverse events, patient survival, and viral 
presence throughout treatment and follow-up.  

Results: We report outcomes in 14 patients who were enrolled between December 2021 and February 
2022. Muscle pain, headache, lymphadenopathy, lesions, fever, back pain, and upper respiratory 

symptoms were commonly reported at admission and during follow-up. The rate of appearance of 
active lesions gradually decreased throughout treatment, with the median time to no new lesions being 

5 days following the start of treatment. No death attributable to monkeypox occurred in this cohort.  
Conclusions: Data collected through this EAP can help improve our knowledge about the use of 
tecovirimat for monkeypox. We have been able to document systematically the presentation and 
clinical and virological evolution of monkeypox under treatment. 
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   Objectives: Long-term health consequences of coronavirus disease (COVID-19), also known as “long 
COVID,” has become a global health concern. In this systematic review, we aimed to synthesize the 
qualitative evidence on lived experiences of people living with long COVID that may inform health 

policymaking and practice. Methods: We searched six major databases and additional sources and 
systematically retrieved relevant qualitative studies and conducted a meta-synthesis of key findings 

using the Joanna Briggs Institute (JBI) guidelines and reporting standards of the Preferred Reporting 
Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analysis (PRISMA) checklist. Results: We found 15 articles 

representing 12 studies out of 619 citations from different sources. These studies provided 133 findings 
that were categorized into 55 categories. All categories were aggregated to the following synthesized 
findings: living with complex physical health problems, psychosocial crises of long COVID, slow 
recovery and rehabilitation, digital resources and information management, changes in social support, 
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and experiences with healthcare providers, services, and systems. Ten studies were from the UK, and 
others were from Denmark and Italy, which highlights a critical lack of evidence from other countries. 

Conclusions: More representative research is needed to understand long COVID-related experiences 
from diverse communities and populations. The available evidence informs a high burden of 

biopsychosocial challenges among people with long COVID that would require multilevel interventions 
such as strengthening health and social policies and services, engaging patients and caregivers in 
making decisions and developing resources, and addressing health and socioeconomic disparities 
associated with long COVID through evidence-based practice.  
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   Introduction: The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted biopsychosocial health and wellbeing globally. 
Pre-pandemic studies suggest a high prevalence of common mental disorders, including anxiety and 

http://osf.io/vc9jb/
http://osf.io/vc9jb/
https://psyarxiv.com/q4k5b/
https://psyarxiv.com/q4k5b/


depression in South Asian countries, which may aggravate during this pandemic. This systematic meta-
analyti ...  

PsyArXiv  
 

Secondary impacts of COVID-19: Risk of vaccination reduction and global resurgence of 
measles  
Tasmiah Nuzhath 
Md Mahbub Hossain 

Last edited: Aug 26, 2022 UTC  
Social and Behavioral Sciences Other Social and Behavioral Sciences  
   The World Health Organization temporarily suspended all mass vaccination campaigns to control the 
pandemic spread of COVID-19 and the national lockdown across the countries has resulted in the 

postponement of routine immunization programs following the recommendations of maintaining 
physical distanc ...  
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   Background: Mitigation of the COVID-19 pandemic requires continued uptake of SARS-CoV-2 
vaccines. To increase vaccination intention and uptake, key determinants of primary and booster 
vaccination need to be understood and potential effects of vaccination policies must be examined. 
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  As the relationship between ideology and attitudes towards vaccinations is usually analysed using 

data collected in the US context, in this report we focus on the vaccination attitudes in Europe, with a 
special focus on Poland. The current findings show that the effects of ideology on vaccine attitu ...  
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   We focus on the effects of trust that people have in scientists on attitudes toward vaccination 
globally. We analysed data from Wellcome Global Monitor (Wellcome Trust, 2018), a survey conducted 

with more than 140,000 people in more than 140 countries. In our analysis, we focused on worldwide, 
Europ ...  
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