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::::::  
::::::  

 
Second Global COVID-19 Summit 

 
2nd COVID-19 Co-Host Statement  
May 12, 2022   The White House - Statements and Releases  
Maintaining the momentum for pandemic response and Prioritizing Preparedness 
 
On May 12, under the leadership of the United States, Belize, Germany, Indonesia, and Senegal, global 

leaders from across the world’s economies, civil society, and the private sector gathered for the 2nd 
Global COVID-19 Summit.  Summit participants made major new policy and financial 

commitments to make vaccines available to those at highest risk, to expand access to tests 
and treatments, and to prevent future health crises.  These are linked here.  Success in these 

areas is achievable, but it is not inevitable; leaders reinforced the value of whole-of-government and 
whole-of-society approaches to bring the acute phase of COVID-19 to an end, and the importance of 
being  prepared for future pandemic threats. The Summit was focused on preventing complacency, 
recognizing the pandemic is not over; protecting the most vulnerable, including the elderly, 

immunocompromised people, and frontline and health workers; and preventing future health crises, 
recognizing now is the time to secure political and financial commitment for pandemic preparedness. 

 
The Summit catalyzed bold commitments.  Financially, leaders committed to provide $3.2 

billion in new funding – additional to previous 2022 pledges, while acknowledging the 
need is still great.  This includes nearly $2.5 billion for COVID-19 and related response activities and 
$712 million in new commitments toward a new pandemic preparedness and global health security 
fund at the World Bank. (Note: This builds on $250 million previously pledged for this fund.) These 
funds will accelerate access to vaccinations, testing, and treatments, and they will contribute to a new 
pandemic preparedness and global health security fund housed at the World Bank.   

 
Leaders also made robust national commitments to expand and accelerate vaccine 

coverage, in particular for their at-risk populations; to expand access to testing and treatments; to 
protect and support the health workforce and increase domestic budgets for health systems 

strengthening; and to advance health security, including through the new fund.  
 
World leaders identified three major Summit outcomes. 
:: Prioritizing the highest risk populations to save lives.  First, great progress has been made in 

fighting COVID-19, but the pandemic is not over and the next health crisis can strike at any time – 
likely while the world is still battling COVID-19.  Summit participants committed to double down on 

their collective efforts to control COVID-19, and we will enhance our focus on the highest risk 
populations, including the elderly, the immunocompromised, and healthcare and frontline workers – so 

that SARS-CoV-2 becomes a manageable respiratory pathogen everywhere. 
 

Expanding access to countermeasures– for COVID-19 and future threats. Second, the 
pandemic has led to major advances in developing and delivering life-saving vaccines, tests, 
treatments, personal protective equipment, and other supplies.  Participants especially expressed 
support for the ACT-Accelerator, as the multilateral mechanism deploying these needed supplies. And 
yet, the pandemic also underscored major longstanding inequities in access to new countermeasures, 

especially for low- and lower middle-income countries.  Summit participants committed to finding 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/05/12/2nd-covid-19-co-host-statement/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/05/12/2nd-global-covid-19-summit-commitments/


sustainable and predictable solutions for early warning systems and to developing a cohesive global 
roadmap for local and regional access to medical countermeasures, personal protective equipment, and 

other lifesaving supplies for potentially pandemic diseases, as well as expanding access to 
manufacturing and research, including the concept of regional hubs for pandemic preparedness and 

response around the world. 
 
Maintaining the momentum for pandemic response and prioritizing preparedness.  Finally, 
no country was fully prepared for the COVID-19 pandemic.  As a result, over 6 million people around 

the world have lost their lives, trillions of dollars have been lost from the global economy, and gains in 
global health and towards the U.N. Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) have been 

reversed.  Summit participants committed to maintain the political will needed to establish national, 
regional, and global capacity for health security and pandemic prevention, preparedness, and response, 

including for training a strong network of experts to ensure readiness for future outbreaks with 
pandemic potential.  They supported the efforts of the G20 and other partners to establish a pandemic 

preparedness and global health security fund housed at the World Bank, working in close cooperation 
with WHO, and they committed to support locally-led solutions to expand and protect the health 
workforce and minimize disruptions to routine and essential health services… 
 

::::::  
 

2nd Global COVID-19 Summit Commitments  
May 12, 2022  

Specific commitments made by approximately 48 regional governance bodies and nation states, as well 
as 50+ NGOs, private sector organizations and philanthropies, are listed here. We highlight selected 
announcements below: 
 
::::::  
 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Commits up to US$125 Million to Help End the Acute 
Phase of COVID-19 and Prevent the Next Pandemic 

WASHINGTON, D.C., and SEATTLE (May 12, 2022) – Today, Bill Gates, co-chair of the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation, announced a new financial commitment of up to US$125 million to help end the 
acute phase of the COVID-19 pandemic and prepare for future pandemics. In remarks made remotely 

at the Global COVID-19 Summit, Gates said the new funding will go toward strengthening 
health systems in low-income countries, enhancing integrated disease monitoring, 

expanding access to pandemic tools, and helping countries manage COVID-19 alongside 
other pressing health needs. 

…“The world was not ready for this pandemic, but we know how to prevent the next one,” said 

Melinda French Gates, co-chair of the Gates Foundation. “Every sector has a role to play in achieving 
global health security, and the foundation is calling on countries and other funders to make the 
investments needed to create a safer, more equitable world.”  

Strong disease surveillance systems are critical to effectively identifying and monitoring the spread of 
emerging infectious diseases. As part of this new commitment, the foundation will fund the 
advancement of global, regional, and country-level integrated disease surveillance to 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/05/12/2nd-global-covid-19-summit-commitments/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/05/12/2nd-global-covid-19-summit-commitments/
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ensure that all countries—particularly low- and middle-income countries—have the core capabilities to 
respond faster and more effectively to the next pandemic threat. 

The new funding will also help build the capacity of vaccine manufacturers in low- and 
middle-income countries to accelerate the development and equitable delivery of safe and 

effective vaccines, treatments, and diagnostics in the event of a future pandemic. This will, in turn, 
help countries improve their capacity to address endemic infectious diseases and respond to emerging 

pathogens.  

The Gates Foundation has long supported vaccine manufacturers—in both the public and private 
sectors—in countries such as India, Indonesia, Bangladesh, South Africa, and Brazil. The unique 

capacity of these manufacturers to produce life-saving vaccines on a large scale has dramatically 
improved health around the world by addressing a range of diseases, including meningitis A, rotavirus, 

and now COVID-19. 

The new funding will help address access barriers to innovations such as mRNA vaccines in 
low- and middle-income countries. Tt will also support ongoing foundation investments in 

strengthening health systems and global health security, which are part of the foundation’s 
longstanding commitment to improving health equity. 

::::::  

 
DFC financing up to US$ 1 billion for Gavi COVID-19 vaccine and ancillary supply purchase 

and delivery 
- Announced at the White House COVID-19 Summit, the new COVAX Rapid Financing Facility will 

provide access to funding that the COVAX AMC needs to respond to unforeseen risks. 
- This innovative financing facility will allow Gavi to monetize COVAX AMC pledges soon 

after sovereign and private sector donors make them for more immediate and impactful 
response times. 

- DFC’s investment is its largest-ever healthcare project and contributes to the Corporation’s Global 
Health and Prosperity Initiative, which supports the global response to the COVID-19 pandemic and 

strengthening health resilience in developing countries. 
 

Washington / Geneva, 12 May 2022 – The White House today announced that US International 
Development Finance Corporation (DFC) and Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance have partnered to create the 
COVAX Rapid Financing Facility, which will provide up to US$ 1 billion to accelerate 
COVID-19 vaccine and ancillary supply purchase and delivery on behalf of developing 

countries participating in the COVAX Advance Market Commitment (COVAX AMC). 
 

The aim of this new innovative financing instrument is to allow Gavi to monetize sovereign and private 
sector pledges to the COVAX AMC and consequently maximize impact by minimizing waiting time for 

the funding. This tool will give the COVAX AMC additional liquidity to support the availability 
of COVID-19 vaccines, including variant-adapted doses, in response to risks and shocks, and it will 

enable COVAX to act quickly to secure access to extra doses. 
 
“DFC’s US$ 1 billion investment will accelerate COVID-19 vaccine availability for less-developed 
countries around the world,” said DFC CEO Scott Nathan. “DFC’s strong partnership with Gavi, the 

https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/dfc-financing-us-1-billion-gavi-covid-19-vaccine-ancillary-supply-purchases-delivery
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/dfc-financing-us-1-billion-gavi-covid-19-vaccine-ancillary-supply-purchases-delivery
https://www.dfc.gov/our-work/health-and-prosperity
https://www.dfc.gov/our-work/health-and-prosperity


Vaccine Alliance advances the Biden-Harris Administration’s effort to ensure more countries can acquire 
safe, reliable vaccines to advance the end of the COVID-19 pandemic.” 

 
“We are grateful to DFC and the US Government for this important new financing tool, which will speed 

the availability of funding COVAX needs to close the still-stubborn COVID vaccine equity gap,” said Dr 
Seth Berkley, CEO of Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, which manages the COVAX Facility. “With this new 
tool, COVAX can better respond to the next twist and turn of the pandemic and manage risks that 
countries can’t face alone.” 

 
The COVAX Rapid Financing Facility is particularly useful to donors who, due to budgetary 

or other considerations, wish to make payment to Gavi over the next four years.   
 

…Pending the finalization of an agreement between DFC and Gavi, the US$ 1 billion facility will 
strengthen COVAX’s capacity to provide many countries access to safe, reliable COVID-19 vaccines to 

help improve health conditions and boost economic recovery in the wake of the pandemic.  
 
DFC’s investment is its largest-ever healthcare project and contributes to the Corporation’s Global 
Health and Prosperity Initiative, which supports the global response to the COVID-19 pandemic and 

strengthening health resilience in developing countries. Through the initiative, DFC is working to 
catalyze US$ 5 billion in projects that bolster health systems, support infrastructure development, and 

expand access to clean water, sanitation, and nutrition. 
 

::::::  
 
NIH Licenses COVID-19 Research Tools and Early-Stage Technologies to WHO Program 
May 12, 2022 | News Release 
Today at the second Global COVID-19 Summit, President Biden announced that the Biden-Harris 
administration, through the U.S. National Institutes of Health (NIH), has licensed 11 COVID-

19 research tools and early-stage vaccine and diagnostic candidates to the Medicines 
Patent Pool (MPP) through the World Health Organization’s COVID-19 Technology Access 

Pool (C-TAP). The licenses will allow manufacturers from all around the world to work with MPP and 
C-TAP to use these technologies for the potential development of COVID-19 vaccines, treatments, and 

diagnostics to benefit people living in low- and middle-income countries. Included in the 
technologies licensed is the SARS-CoV-2 stabilized spike protein—a patented invention 
included in multiple COVID-19 vaccines. 
 

C-TAP aims to boost global supply of vaccines, treatments, and diagnostics for COVID-19 by facilitating 
the sharing of intellectual property, knowledge, and data with quality-assured manufacturers that have 

capacity to scale up production. NIH scientists regularly make discoveries—both patented and 
unpatented—that can be transferred to the private sector for further research and development and 

eventual commercialization. While NIH has already granted nonexclusive licenses to companies for use 
of the SARS-CoV-2 stabilized spike protein, making this and other technologies available through C-TAP 

will facilitate even wider access. 
 
“Controlling COVID-19 globally and addressing future public health threats is only possible if all 
communities, including the most vulnerable, have access to lifesaving treatments, vaccines and 
diagnostics,” said Health and Human Services Secretary Xavier Becerra. “Sharing our scientific 

knowledge and health technologies with C-TAP to foster the development of crucial medical 

https://www.dfc.gov/our-work/health-and-prosperity
https://www.dfc.gov/our-work/health-and-prosperity
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2022/05/12/nih-licenses-covid-19-research-tools-early-stage-technologies-who-program.html


countermeasures is another step we are taking to assist our global partners in our shared fight against 
this devastating disease.” 

 
“NIH scientists have developed innovative COVID-19 research tools, vaccines and diagnostics. While 

NIH cannot commercialize these early-stage technologies, we can share our knowledge wherever 
feasible to support our global partners,” said Acting NIH Director Lawrence A. Tabak, D.D.S. “NIH’s 
contributions to C-TAP provide a piece of the technology puzzle to help global manufacturers advance 
development of COVID-19 diagnostics, vaccines and treatments. I hope NIH’s actions will inspire other 

rights holders to do the same.” 
 

::::::  
 

At Second Global COVID-19 Summit, USAID Announces $220 Million Commitment to 
Prevent Future Pandemics and Test and Treat Against COVID-19  

May 12, 2022 
   Today, at the second Global COVID-19 Summit, the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) announced new efforts to prevent future pandemics and pilot a lifesaving test 
and treat strategy, as part of USAID’s ongoing leadership to end the acute phase of the COVID-19 

pandemic and advance global health security. 
 

::::::  
 

Global Fund, United States and Unitaid Launch “Test-and-Treat” Programs at Second 
Global COVID-19 Summit 
12 May 2022 
GENEVA, WASHINGTON – The Global Fund, the United States and Unitaid, together with FIND and 
other ACT-Accelerator partners, are launching over US$120 million in support to countries for 
test-and-treat programs to prevent hospitalizations and deaths from COVID-19 for those 

most at risk in low- and middle-income countries. The announcement was made at the Second 
Global COVID- 19 Summit, which placed an emphasis on supporting locally led solutions to both 

immediate and long-term challenges, including the deployment of tests and treatments, especially for 
the highest-risk populations. 

 
Test-and-treat programs will save lives, reduce global inequities in access to COVID-19 testing and 
treatment, help strengthen formal and community systems for health in low- and middle-income 
countries, protect front-line health workers, and mitigate the knock-on impact of COVID-19 on 

programs to fight HIV, TB and malaria. 
 

The Global Fund will procure up to US$80 million in COVID-19 rapid test kits and oral 
antiviral drugs, and USAID will provide US$20 million in technical assistance for piloting 

test-and-treat fast-paced implementation in eight countries. Unitaid will provide an 
additional US$22 million to expand and accelerate the introduction of new treatments 

through the ongoing Unitaid–FIND early-adoption test-and-treat programs launched in late 2021. 
These combined investments of US$122 million will support test-and-treat implementation in over 20 
low- and middle-income countries globally... 
 
“This new co-investment is a critical step toward equitable access to optimal treatment alongside 

adequate tests for those at high risk of developing severe or critical COVID-19 in low-resource 

https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/may-12-2022-second-global-covid-19-summit-usaid-announces-220-million-commitment
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/may-12-2022-second-global-covid-19-summit-usaid-announces-220-million-commitment
https://unitaid.org/news-blog/global-fund-united-states-and-unitaid-launch-test-and-treat-programs-at-second-global-covid-19-summit/
https://unitaid.org/news-blog/global-fund-united-states-and-unitaid-launch-test-and-treat-programs-at-second-global-covid-19-summit/
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settings,” said Unitaid Executive Director Dr. Philippe Duneton. “We now have treatment options that 
can prevent hospitalizations and deaths and will be key in the response to the pandemic. Supporting 

countries in securing access for these emerging options, as well as their deployment in the most 
effective way, is our priority.” 
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COVID Perspectives 

 
Open Letter on ACT-A Therapeutics and Ongoing Roadblocks to Enhancing Access - IFPMA 
10 May 2022  
[Text-bolding from original] 
Dear ACT-A partners, 
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As a founding partner of ACT-A, we remain committed to the collective goal of enabling global and 
equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines, therapeutics and diagnostics. Two and a half years on, the 

world is very much still in the grip of COVID-19 and we share the concern of our global health partners 
that we must redouble our efforts in order to defeat this pandemic. 

 
The biopharmaceutical industry has stepped up to the challenge and done everything 
possible to meet what has been asked of us on facilitating access to therapeutics. 
 

Remarkable progress has been made in the fight against COVID-19 and this year particularly so on 
therapeutics. Antivirals can offer an important option for preventing severe illness, saving lives and 

preserving health system resources in the process. Our member companies have acted decisively early 
on by putting equitable access to antivirals at the top of our priorities.  We have signed voluntary 

licence agreements (bilaterally and through Medicines Patent Pool) along with enabling the transfer of 
technology to scale up sublicensees’ manufacturing capabilities. We have also engaged with ACT-A’s 

procurement partners to put in place timely supply agreements for several million treatment courses to 
reach LMICs, while also submitting for emergency and full regulatory approvals and WHO pre-
qualification in record time. In amongst all this, our companies continue to adhere to tiered pricing as a 
guiding principle for access. 

 
Despite these efforts, we remain concerned that COVID-19 treatments are unlikely to 

reach those who need them in a timely and efficient manner due to a number of issues, 
many of which rest with ACT-A. We anticipated these and raised them on multiple occasions to the 

ACT-A partners, charting as far back as midway through 2021. However, many of these issues today 
remain unresolved and if not dealt with promptly, run the risk of further exacerbating 
inequality of access to treatments.  
 
Cognizant that ACT-A alone cannot fully address such issues, we call on global partners to 
work collaboratively with us to help overcome three main challenges:   

 
[1] Demand signals, forecasts and purchase requests from ACT-A have been late and 

significantly lower than expected. This impacts access. 
- We moved quickly to calls to deliver safe and effective antiviral therapeutics as soon as possible 

and at an affordable price. Yet, we have been surprised by the slow pace of concrete orders coming 
through the ACT-A Tx Pillar. 

- Outside of the ACT-A pillar, certain LMICs have moved forward of their own accord to procure 
millions of courses of antiviral treatment in the past several months. This undermines equity 

between those LMICs with the financial ability to procure bilaterally and those which will rely on the 
ACT-A system to support procurement. 

- Worryingly, demand in private markets supplied by generic manufacturers outside our members’ 
voluntary licensing networks with unknown quality-assurance risks creating even greater inequality 

in LMICs where the public sector has not yet provided access. 
- The procurement activities outside of ACT-A combined with the slow orders via ACT-A would 

suggest that roadblocks are occurring within the ACT-A system, and that countries have not been 
informed on how to access antivirals via ACT-A. These roadblocks are outside of our control and we 
urge that this be addressed as a priority. 

 
[2] An allocation framework for therapeutics should have been designed and coordinated 

with partners early on. This impacts access.  



- Since June 2021, we have been calling for a clear allocation framework for therapeutics to be 
developed to provide guidance on how to ensure equity, knowing how important this would be for 

the manufacturers particularly when it was widely-known that volumes for some medicines would 
be limited in the early months of 2022. 

- We are still no clearer about the timelines for the allocation framework anticipated by ACT-A. Such 
a lack of transparency and ongoing delays in allocation, lack of global funding and clear signals of 
supranational demand have made it difficult for manufacturers to forecast the supply needed to 
meet the ACT-A demand volumes. 

- While manufacturers have set aside supply in the short-term to fulfil ACT-A procurement 
agreements that are now in place and they are now ready to ship product, the global health 

community to date has not provided a coordinated system for equitable access to antiviral 
treatments. 

- ACT-A should streamline the procurement process with manufacturers through a single contract 
approach in support of access, thereby avoiding protracted negotiations with individual ACT-A 

partners. The current process is challenging given ACT-A partners place different procedural 
demands on manufacturers and operate different General Terms and Conditions, leading to 
cumbersome legal negotiations and unnecessary delays. 

 

[3] Country readiness risks slowing down treatment uptake. This impacts access. 
- While innovator companies and their licensees continue to ramp up manufacturing to supply the 

world, we remain concerned that local systems will not have the absorption capacity for the new 
therapeutics to be most impactful in curbing the effect of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

- Effective scale up of antivirals requires: availability of diagnostics; clear communication to patients 
on how, where, and when to seek testing and treatment, and information to healthcare providers 
on the choice of which antiviral treatment option is most appropriate for which patient. 

- We have consistently expressed our concerns about the preparedness of countries to absorb these 
new medicines into their pandemic responses. While we understand that work is underway in ACT-
A to accelerate and enhance improved access to COVID-19 diagnostics and treatment while 

continuing to build capacity for test-trace-isolate and treatment efforts, we believe more must be 
done and reiterate our offer to collaborate on this important aspect. 

 
In conclusion, whilst we continue to develop and supply the needed medical innovations to respond to 

the pandemic and to enable equitable access to the new therapeutics, we wish to share our concerns 
that the ecosystem as it currently exists is not fit-for-purpose to ensure that patients have 
access to these treatments within the critical timeframes required, and not enough 
coordination seems to be in place to address identified access issues… 

 
::::::  

::::::  
 

WTO/TRIPS IP Waiver 
 

WTO Members welcome Quad document as basis for text-based negotiations on pandemic 
IP response 
10 May 2022 
   At a General Council meeting on 10 May, WTO members agreed that the outcome document 
emerging from the informal process conducted with the Quad (European Union, India, South Africa and 

the United States) opens the prospect for text-based negotiations on an intellectual property response 

https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news22_e/gc_10may22_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news22_e/gc_10may22_e.htm


to COVID-19. Members welcomed the proposal as a positive development and thanked Director-
General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala and Deputy Director-General Anabel González, as well as the four 

members of the Quad, for their efforts in trying to find a way forward on this long-standing issue… 
   …China announced at the meeting that it will not avail itself of the flexibilities under the Quad waiver 

text provided that language is used opening benefits of the waiver to all developing members while 
encouraging those with capacity to export vaccines to opt out. China and several other members 
rejected a second option in the text that would restrict waiver eligibility to those developing countries 
that exported more than 10 per cent of the world’s vaccine doses in 2021. 

   Several delegations took the floor to praise China for showing leadership in this process. The DG also 
thanked China for its announcement.   

   “China has made a bold move today and we should recognize it,” she said.  “I think it really opens up 
the spirit of constructiveness which I hope will be forthcoming from our members to get a workable 

proposal out of this.” 
   Ambassador Gberie urged members to be pragmatic in working for an outcome on the waiver text by 

the time ministers gather in Geneva for the WTO's 12th Ministerial Conference (MC12) on 12-15 June… 
 
::::::  
 

IFPMA statement on Quad’s Outcome Document on TRIPS 
10 May 2022  

[Excerpt] 
…IFPMA and its members from the global biopharmaceutical industry reaffirm their position that 

weakening the intellectual property (IP) framework is counterproductive, and would undermine 
industry’s ability to partner with academia, research institutes, and other private companies to address 
the current and future pandemics.   
 
Far from posing barriers, it is clear that IP-based incentives were central to the innovation and to the 
hundreds of collaborations that enabled the development, manufacturing, scale-up and distribution of 

novel COVID-19 vaccines and therapeutics.  While IP rights have never contributed to COVID-19 
vaccine supply constraints, the “Quad proposal” is especially misguided now that it is widely 

acknowledged that there are no longer any such constraints.  
 

The IP TRIPS Waiver is not only the wrong solution, but it is also an outdated proposal that has been 
overtaken by events, since vaccine supplies are vastly outstripping demand. The current proposals 
should be shelved and the focus should be directed to getting vaccines into arms for those who need 
them most…. 

 
:::::: 

:::::: 
:::::: 

 

Coronavirus [COVID-19] - WHO 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019  
 
Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates  
Last update: 13 May 2022 
Confirmed cases ::     517 648 631 

https://www.ifpma.org/resource-centre/ifpma-statement-on-quads-outcome-document-on-trips/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019


Confirmed deaths ::         6 261 708 
Vaccine doses administered:  11 655 356 423 

 
:::::: 

 
Weekly epidemiological update on COVID-19 - 11 May 2022  
Overview  
   Globally, the number of new COVID-19 cases and deaths has continued to decline since the end of 

March 2022. 
   During the week of 2 through 8 May 2022, over 3.5 million cases and over 12 000 deaths were 

reported, decreases of 12% and 25% respectively, as compared to the previous week. However, an 
increase in the number of new weekly cases was reported from the Region of the Americas (+14%) 

and the African Region (+12%) and an increase in the number of weekly deaths was reported from the 
African Region (+84%). 

   As of 8 May 2022, over 514 million confirmed cases and over six million deaths have been reported 
globally. 
   In this edition, we provide an update on the geographic distribution of circulating SARS-CoV-2 
variants of concern (VOCs), including the prevalence and summary of current evidence of the Omicron 

variant. We also provide updates on vaccine effectiveness for the Omicron variant. 

 
 

:::::: 
:::::: 

 
Status of COVID-19 Vaccines within WHO EUL/PQ evaluation process 02 April 2022 

[New additions; Full scale view available at title link above] 
[Updated on 02 Apr 2022] 

:::::: 
 
COVID Vaccines/Therapeutics - Developer/Manufacturer Announcements  

https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---11-may-2022
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj69NvWpojvAhXORTABHU7pCfEQFjAAegQIAxAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fextranet.who.int%2Fpqweb%2Fkey-resources%2Fdocuments%2Fstatus-covid-19-vaccines-within-who-eulpq-evaluation-process&usg=AOvVaw2ZuZgAiQ_JV1xYYPsr0GGJ


[Selected press releases/announcements from organizations from WHO EUL/PQ listing above and other 
organizations] 
 
AstraZeneca 

Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
  
Bharat Biotech  
Press Releases   
May 10: CEPI partners with consortium of Bharat Biotech, University of Sydney and 
ExcellGene to develop 'variant-proof' COVID-19 vaccine  

 
BioCubaFarma – Cuba 

Últimas Noticias  - Website not leading at inquiry 
 

Biological E  
News   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Biontech 

Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified   
 

CanSinoBIO 
News - Website not responding at inquiry 
 
CIGB 
Latest News   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Cinagen 
Recent News   - No new digest announcements identified   
  
Clover Biopharmaceuticals - China 

News  - No new digest announcements identified   
 

Curevac  [Bayer Ag – Germany] 
News   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Gamaleya National Center 

Latest News and Events - See Russia below. 
 

IMBCAMS, China 
Home  - Website not responding at inquiry   
 
Janssen/JNJ 

Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Medicago 
Media  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Moderna 

https://www.astrazeneca.com/media-centre/press-releases.html
https://www.bharatbiotech.com/press_releases.html
https://www.bharatbiotech.com/images/press/cepi-bbil-partnership-press-release.pdf
https://www.bharatbiotech.com/images/press/cepi-bbil-partnership-press-release.pdf
https://www.astrazeneca.com/content/astraz/media-centre/press-releases/2021/astrazeneca-360m-irish-manufacturing-investment.html
https://www.astrazeneca.com/content/astraz/media-centre/press-releases/2021/astrazeneca-360m-irish-manufacturing-investment.html
https://www.biocubafarma.cu/noticias/noticias.php?TOp=2
https://www.biologicale.com/news.html
https://investors.biontech.de/press-releases
http://116.255.206.169:8080/html/1/179/180/index.html
https://www.cigb.edu.cu/en/home/
https://www.cinnagen.com/
https://www.cloverbiopharma.com/news.html
https://www.curevac.com/en/newsroom/news/
https://gamaleya.org/en/news/poslednie-novosti-i-sobytiya/
https://www.imbcams.ac.cn/Category_2142/Index.aspx
https://www.janssen.com/news
https://medicago.com/en/media/


Press Releases   
11 May, 2022 

Departure of Jorge Gomez and Continuation of David Meline as Chief Financial Officer 
 

Nanogen 
News   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Novavax 

Press Releases  
May 13, 2022 

Statement - COVID-19 
Novavax Files for Emergency Use Authorization of COVID-19 Vaccine in Taiwan  

 
Pfizer 

Recent Press Releases   
05.13.2022 
Pfizer and BioNTech Provide Update on COVID-19 Vaccine Supply Agreement with 
European Commission 

   …This amendment rephases planned deliveries to help support the European Commission and 
Member States' ongoing immunization programs, and is aligned to the companies’ commitment to 

working collaboratively to identify pragmatic solutions to address the evolving pandemic needs. Doses 
scheduled for delivery in June through August 2022, will now be delivered in September through fourth 

quarter 2022. This change of delivery schedule does not impact the companies’ full-year 2022 revenue 
guidance or the full-year commitment of doses to be delivered to EC Member States in 2022… 
 
R-Pharm 
https://rpharm-us.com/index.php 
[No news or media page identified] 
 
Sanofi Pasteur 

Press Releases   
May 11 2022  Press releases 
New nirsevimab data analyses reinforce efficacy against RSV 
- A prespecified pooled analysis of Phase 3 and Phase 2b data demonstrated an efficacy of 79.5% 

against medically attended lower respiratory tract infections (LRTI), including hospitalizations, 
caused by respiratory syncytial virus (RSV)1 

- Nirsevimab is the first investigational immunization designed to protect all infants across the RSV 
season with a single dose 

- Two analyses are being presented at the European Society for Paediatric Infectious Diseases 
meeting1,2 

 
Serum Institute of India 

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Shifa Pharmed [Iran] 
http://shafapharmed.com/ 
No news page identified. 
 

https://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases
https://investors.modernatx.com/news/news-details/2022/Departure-of-Jorge-Gomez-and-Continuation-of-David-Meline-as-Chief-Financial-Officer/default.aspx
https://nanogenpharma.com/news
https://ir.novavax.com/press-releases
https://ir.novavax.com/Novavax-Files-for-Emergency-Use-Authorization-of-COVID-19-Vaccine-in-Taiwan
https://www.pfizer.com/news
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-and-biontech-provide-update-covid-19-vaccine-supply
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-and-biontech-provide-update-covid-19-vaccine-supply
https://rpharm-us.com/index.php
https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2022
https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2022/2022-05-11-08-00-00-2440425
https://www.seruminstitute.com/
http://shafapharmed.com/


Sinopharm/WIBPBIBP 
News  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Sinovac 

Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Vector State Research Centre of Viralogy and Biotechnology 
Home   - No new digest announcements identified  [404 error] 
 
WestVac Biopharma  

Media   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Zhifei Longcom, China 
[Anhui Zhifei Longcom Biologic Pharmacy Co., Ltd.] 

[No website identified] 
 
::::::  
 

GSK 
Press releases for media  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Merck 

News releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Novartis 
News  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
SK Biosciences 

Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 

Valneva 
Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

UNICEF COVID-19 Vaccine Market Dashboard :: Agreements Table Accessed  14 May 2022 
An overview of information collected from publicly announced bilateral and multilateral supply 
agreements [no new agreements since 3/20/2022 reported] 

 

  

http://www.sinopharm.com/en/g1363/m4173.aspx
http://www.sinovac.com/news/news.php?class2=154&lang=en
http://www.istc.int/en/institute/10150
http://www.westvacpharma.com/news/new1.html
https://www.gsk.com/en-gb/media/
https://www.merck.com/media/news/
https://www.novartis.com/news/news-archive?type=media_release
https://www.skbioscience.co.kr/en/news/news_01
https://valneva.com/media/
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNmE0YjZiNzUtZjk2OS00ZTg4LThlMzMtNTRhNzE0NzA4YmZlIiwidCI6Ijc3NDEwMTk1LTE0ZTEtNGZiOC05MDRiLWFiMTg5MjAyMzY2NyIsImMiOjh9&pageName=ReportSectiona329b3eafd86059a947b


::::::  
:::::: 

 
COVID-19 Global Targets and Progress Tracker - IMF 

   The COVID-19 Global Targets and Progress Tracker presents a consolidated view of the progress 
towards global COVID-19 targets, barriers in access to COVID-19 tools, and delivery of donor pledges.  

 
 
The global targets presented in the Tracker are based on an alignment of the targets identified in the 

IMF Pandemic Proposal, ACT-A Strategic Plan & Budget, and the US-hosted Global C19 Summit, and as 
such have been reaffirmed by multilateral institutions and global leaders. We will continue to enhance 

the tracker as we improve our data collection efforts. 
 

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Global Dashboard on COVID-19 Vaccine Equity 

The Dashboard is a joint initiative of UNDP, WHO and the University of Oxford with cooperation across 
the UN system, anchored in the SDG 3 Global Action Plan for Healthy Lives and Well-being for All. 

 
Dashboard on Vaccine Equity [accessed  14 May 2022]: https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/ 

See also visualization on Vaccine Access and Vaccine Affordability 
 

https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19/COVID-19-Global-Targets-and-Progress-Tracker
https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/
https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/accessibility/
https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/affordability/


 
 

:::::: 
:::::: 

 
Global COVID-19 Access Tracker 

https://www.covid19globaltracker.org/ 
 

 
 
::::::  

:::::: 
 

Duke – Launch and Scale Speedometer 
The Race for Global COVID-19 Vaccine Equity 
   A flurry of nearly 200 COVID-19 vaccine candidates are moving forward through the development 
and clinical trials processes at unprecedented speed; more than ten candidates are already in Phase 3 

large-scale trials and several have received emergency or limited authorization. Our team has 
aggregated and analyzed publicly available data to track the flow of procurement and manufacturing 
and better understand global equity challenges. We developed a data framework of relevant variables 
and conducted desk research of publicly available information to identify COVID vaccine candidates and 

https://www.covid19globaltracker.org/
https://launchandscalefaster.org/COVID-19


status, deals and ongoing negotiations for procurement and manufacturing, COVID burden by country, 
and allocation and distribution plans. We have also conducted interviews with public officials in key 

countries to better understand the context and challenges facing vaccine allocation and distribution 
[accessed 24 July 2021] 
See our COVID Vaccine Purchases research 
See our COVID Vaccine Manufacturing research 
See our COVID Vaccine Donations & Exports research 

 

 
:::::: 

:::::: 
 

COVID Vaccines – OCHA:: HDX 
 
COVID-19 Data Explorer: Global Humanitarian Operations 
COVID-19 Vaccine Roll-out 
 14 May 2022 | COVAX (WHO,GAVI,CEPI), UNDESA, Press Reports | DATA 

Global COVID-19 Figures:  517M total confirmed cases;  6.3M total confirmed deaths 
Global vaccines administered: 11.7B   

Number of Countries: 28  

https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinepurchases
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinemanufacturing
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinedonations
https://data.humdata.org/visualization/covid19-humanitarian-operations/?layer=covid-19_vaccine_roll-out
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/covid-19-vaccine-doses-in-hrp-countries


COVAX Allocations Round 4-9 (Number of Doses): 170M   
COVAX Delivered (Number of Doses): 300M   

Other Delivered (Number of Doses): 320M   
Total Delivered (Number of Doses): 610M   

Total Administered (Number of Doses): 410M 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 

 
Multilateral Leaders Task Force on COVID-19 [IMF, World Bank Group, WHO, WTO] 

https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data 
   A global effort to help developing countries access and deliver COVID-19 vaccines, testing, and 

therapeutics, as they work to end the pandemic and boost economic recovery.  
   The International Monetary Fund, World Bank Group, World Health Organization and World Trade 

Organization have joined forces to accelerate access to COVID-19 vaccines, therapeutics and 
diagnostics by leveraging multilateral finance and trade solutions, particularly in low- and middle-
income countries.  
    Website accessed  14 May 2022: https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data  The global view below is 

complemented by country-specific dashboards here. 
 

 
 

::::::  

:::::: 
 
Our World in Data 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Vaccinations   [Accessed  14 May 2022] 

:: 65.4% of the world population has received at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. 
:: 11.65 billion doses have been administered globally, and 6.45 million are now administered each 
day.  
:: Only 15.7% of people in low-income countries have received at least one dose. 

https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data/countries
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations#what-share-of-the-population-has-received-at-least-one-dose-of-vaccine
https://ourworldindata.org/explorers/coronavirus-data-explorer?zoomToSelection=true&pickerSort=asc&pickerMetric=location&Interval=Cumulative&Relative+to+Population=false&Align+outbreaks=false&country=~OWID_WRL&Metric=Vaccine+doses
https://ourworldindata.org/explorers/coronavirus-data-explorer?zoomToSelection=true&pickerSort=asc&pickerMetric=location&Interval=7-day+rolling+average&Relative+to+Population=false&Align+outbreaks=false&country=~OWID_WRL&Metric=Vaccine+doses
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/share-people-vaccinated-covid?country=High+income~Upper+middle+income~Lower+middle+income~Low+income


 

 



:::::: 
:::::: 

 
U.S.: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  

 
HHS 
News 
Remarks by HHS Secretary Becerra at the Global COVID-19 Summit 

May 12, 2022 | Speech 
 

NIH Licenses COVID-19 Research Tools and Early-Stage Technologies to WHO Program 
May 12, 2022 | News Release 

 
 
BARDA-ASPR – U.S. Department of HHS   [to  14 May 2022] 
https://aspr.hhs.gov/newsroom/Pages/NewsRoomHome.aspx 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 

 
FDA 

Press Announcements 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
Regulatory Actions 
Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee- FDA  
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/blood-vaccines-and-other-biologics/vaccines-and-related-

biological-products-advisory-committee 
Calendar 
:: On June 7, FDA intends to convene VRBPAC to discuss an EUA request for a COVID-19 
vaccine manufactured by Novavax to prevent COVID-19 in individuals 18 years of age and 

older. 
:: On June 8, 21 and 22, the FDA has held dates for the VRBPAC to meet to discuss updates 
to the Moderna and Pfizer-BioNTech EUAs for their COVID-19 vaccines to include younger 
populations. As the sponsors complete their submissions and the FDA reviews that data and 

information, it will provide additional details on scheduling of the VRBPAC meetings to discuss each 
EUA request. 

:: On June 28, the FDA plans to convene the VRBPAC to discuss whether the SARS-CoV-2 
strain composition of COVID-19 vaccines should be modified, and if so, which strain(s) 

should be selected for Fall 2022. This meeting is a follow-up to the April 6 VRBPAC meeting that 
discussed general considerations for future COVID-19 vaccine booster doses and the strain composition 

of COVID-19 vaccines to further meet public health needs.  
 
…Once the meeting dates are finalized, the FDA intends to make background materials available to the 
public, including the meeting agenda and committee roster, no later than two business days before 
each meeting… 

 

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2022/05/12/remarks-by-hhs-secretary-becerra-at-the-global-covid-19-summit.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2022/05/12/nih-licenses-covid-19-research-tools-early-stage-technologies-who-program.html
https://aspr.hhs.gov/newsroom/Pages/NewsRoomHome.aspx
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-newsroom/press-announcements
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/blood-vaccines-and-other-biologics/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/blood-vaccines-and-other-biologics/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar


:::::: 
 
White House [U.S.]    [to  14 May 2022] 
Briefing Room – Selected Major COVID Announcements 
[See announcements associated with the 2nd Global COVID-19 Summit above] 
Remarks by President Biden at the Global COVID-19 Summit  
May 12, 2022 • Speeches and Remarks  
 

2nd COVID-19 Co-Host Statement  
May 12, 2022 • Statements and Releases  

 
Background Press Call by Senior Administration Official Previewing the Second Global 

COVID Summit  
May 12, 2022 • Press Briefings  

 
Remarks by Vice President Harris at the Global Covid-19 Summit  
May 12, 2022 • Speeches and Remarks  
 

2nd Global COVID-19 Summit Commitments  
May 12, 2022 • Statements and Releases  

 
U.S. FACT SHEET: The 2nd Global COVID-19 Summit:  

May 12, 2022 • Statements and Releases  
 
Statement from President Biden and President von der Leyen on occasion of the second 
Global COVID-19 Summit, May 12, 2022  
May 12, 2022 • Statements and Releases  
 

A Proclamation on Remembering the 1,000,000 Americans Lost to COVID-19  
May 12, 2022 • Presidential Actions  

 
Statement from President Joe Biden Marking One Million American Lives Lost to COVID-19  

May 12, 2022 • Statements and Releases  
 
 
USAID [to  14 May 2022] 

https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
At Second Global COVID-19 Summit, USAID Announces $220 Million Commitment to 
Prevent Future Pandemics and Test and Treat Against COVID-19  

May 12, 2022 
   Today, at the second Global COVID-19 Summit, the United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID) announced new efforts to prevent future pandemics and pilot a lifesaving test 
and treat strategy, as part of USAID’s ongoing leadership to end the acute phase of the COVID-19 
pandemic and advance global health security. 
 
The United States Provides Nearly $808 Million in Emergency Humanitarian Assistance for 

Syria  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2022/05/12/remarks-by-president-biden-at-the-global-covid-19-summit/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/05/12/2nd-covid-19-co-host-statement/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2022/05/12/background-press-call-by-senior-administration-official-previewing-the-second-global-covid-summit/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2022/05/12/background-press-call-by-senior-administration-official-previewing-the-second-global-covid-summit/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2022/05/12/remarks-by-vice-president-harris-at-the-global-covid-19-summit/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/05/12/2nd-global-covid-19-summit-commitments/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/05/12/u-s-fact-sheet-the-2nd-global-covid-%e2%81%a019-summit/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/05/12/statement-from-president-biden-and-president-von-der-leyen-on-occasion-of-the-second-global-covid-19-summit-may-12-2022/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/05/12/statement-from-president-biden-and-president-von-der-leyen-on-occasion-of-the-second-global-covid-19-summit-may-12-2022/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2022/05/12/a-proclamation-on-remembering-the-1000000-americans-lost-to-covid-19/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/05/12/statement-from-president-joe-biden-marking-one-million-american-lives-lost-to-covid-19/
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/may-12-2022-second-global-covid-19-summit-usaid-announces-220-million-commitment
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/may-12-2022-second-global-covid-19-summit-usaid-announces-220-million-commitment
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/may-10-2022-united-states-provides-nearly-808-million-emergency-humanitarian
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/may-10-2022-united-states-provides-nearly-808-million-emergency-humanitarian


May 10, 2022 
   Today, U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Linda Thomas-Greenfield announced the United 

States is providing nearly $808 million in additional humanitarian assistance for the Syria crisis 
response at the sixth Brussels Conference on “Supporting the Future of Syria and the Region,” hosted 

by the European Union. This new funding includes nearly $446 million from the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID) and is the largest USAID funding contribution for Syria this year. 
 
:::::: 

:::::: 
 

Europe: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 

European Medicines Agency 
News & Press Releases      
News: Extended mandate: First meeting of Executive Steering Group on Shortages and 
Safety of Medicinal Products (MSSG) (new)  
Last updated: 11/05/2022  
 

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control  
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en 

Latest Updates [Selected]  
News 
Epidemiological update: SARS-CoV-2 Omicron sub-lineages BA.4 and BA.5  
Epidemiological update - 13 May 2022  
 
News 
ECDC and WHO publish joint surveillance bulletin on hepatitis outbreak  
News story - 13 May 2022  

 
News 
Epidemiological update: Hepatitis of unknown aetiology in children  
Epidemiological update - 11 May 2022  

 
Publication 
COVID-19 Aviation Health Safety Protocol: Operational guidelines for the management of 
air passengers and aviation personnel in relation to the COVID-19 pandemic  

Technical guidance - 11 May 2022  
 

 

 

https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/search/search/ema_editorial_content/ema_news?sort=field_ema_computed_date_field&order=desc
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/extended-mandate-first-meeting-executive-steering-group-shortages-safety-medicinal-products-mssg
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/extended-mandate-first-meeting-executive-steering-group-shortages-safety-medicinal-products-mssg
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/extended-mandate-first-meeting-executive-steering-group-shortages-safety-medicinal-products-mssg
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/extended-mandate-first-meeting-executive-steering-group-shortages-safety-medicinal-products-mssg
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/epidemiological-update-sars-cov-2-omicron-sub-lineages-ba4-and-ba5
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/epidemiological-update-sars-cov-2-omicron-sub-lineages-ba4-and-ba5
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/ecdc-and-who-publish-joint-surveillance-bulletin-hepatitis-outbreak
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/ecdc-and-who-publish-joint-surveillance-bulletin-hepatitis-outbreak
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/ecdc-and-who-publish-joint-surveillance-bulletin-hepatitis-outbreak
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/ecdc-and-who-publish-joint-surveillance-bulletin-hepatitis-outbreak
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/epidemiological-update-hepatitis-unknown-aetiology-children
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/epidemiological-update-hepatitis-unknown-aetiology-children
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/epidemiological-update-hepatitis-unknown-aetiology-children
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/epidemiological-update-hepatitis-unknown-aetiology-children
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/covid-19-aviation-health-safety-protocol
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/covid-19-aviation-health-safety-protocol
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/covid-19-aviation-health-safety-protocol
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/covid-19-aviation-health-safety-protocol


Accessed  14 May 2022 
https://vaccinetracker.ecdc.europa.eu/public/extensions/COVID-19/vaccine-tracker.html#uptake-tab 

 
:::::: 

 
European Commission  
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/home/en    
Latest  [Selected]        
Press release  13 May 2022 
Coronavirus: Commission secures an agreement with BioNTech-Pfizer to adapt delivery 

schedules to Member States' needs 
   Today, the European Commission and the vaccine developers, BioNTech and Pfizer, reached an 

agreement to better address Member States needs for COVID-19 vaccines for the months ahead.  
  

Statement   12 May 2022 
Statement by President von der Leyen and President Biden on occasion of the second 
Global COVID-19 Summit 
 
Press release   12 May 2022 
Global response to COVID-19 and beyond: Commission steps up funding to vaccination 

roll-out in Africa 
   The European Commission has today announced its intention to step up funding to accelerate roll-

out and uptake of vaccines and other COVID-19 tools in Africa. 
   
Speech   12 May 2022 
Speech by President von der Leyen at the second Global COVID-19 Summit, co-hosted by 
the United States, Belize, Germany, Indonesia, and Senegal, via video message* 
  

Statement   12 May 2022 
State aid: Commission will phase out State aid COVID Temporary Framework  

   The European Commission will phase out the State aid COVID Temporary Framework, adopted on 19 
March 2020 and last amended on 18 November 2021, enabling Member States to remedy a serious 

disturbance in the economy in the context of the coronavirus pandemic. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 

 
Africa: COVID-19 – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  

https://africacdc.org/covid-19-vaccination/ 
 

 

https://vaccinetracker.ecdc.europa.eu/public/extensions/COVID-19/vaccine-tracker.html#uptake-tab
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/home/en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_3067
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_3067
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_22_3050
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_22_3050
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_22_3050
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_22_3050
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_3035
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_3035
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_22_3004
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_22_3004
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_22_2980
https://africacdc.org/covid-19-vaccination/


 
 

::::::   

:::::: 
 
Russia: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 

Russia: Sputnik V – “the first registered COVID-19 vaccine”   
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/ 

Press Releases 
Latest Updates [Selected] 
[No new digest content identified; last announcement at 28.03.2022] 
 

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
India: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  

 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

https://www.mohfw.gov.in/ 

 
 

https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/tuberculosis-remains-one-deadliest-infectious-diseases-worldwide-warns-new-report
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/tuberculosis-remains-one-deadliest-infectious-diseases-worldwide-warns-new-report
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/


Government of India – Press Information Bureau 
Latest Press Releases 
COVID - 19 Vaccination Update - Day 484 
:: India’s cumulative vaccination coverage crosses 191.30 Crore 

:: More than 13 lakh Vaccine doses administered today till 7 pm 
Posted On: 14 MAY 2022 9:22PM by PIB Delhi  
 
Indian Council for Medical Research (ICMR)  

https://www.icmr.gov.in/media.html  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::::  

:::::: 
 

China: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
[We did not identify official announcements about China’s COVID response in general, or in Shanghai, 
Beijing or other China locations, leading us to include these reports/observations from the general 
media below. See China CDC below for additional announcements] 
 
The World Tries to Move Beyond Covid. China May Stand in the Way. 
Xi Jinping has redoubled his country’s efforts to control the virus, even as a growing number of leaders 
call on Beijing to change course. 
By Alexandra Stevenson 

The New York Times,  May 13, 2022 
5/13/2022 2:06AM       
 
Locked down Shanghai aims to eliminate Covid over the next week 

Text by: Oliver FARRY | Lou KISIELA | Antoine MOREL | Yan CHEN 
France 24, 13/05/2022 

   Shanghai has been under complete lockdown for six weeks now. Around 26 million inhabitants have 
been confined to their homes and the government has been adamant in its pursuit of zero Covid cases.  

   However, the goal of zero cases has yet to be reached. The World Health Organization says China's 
strategy is unsustainable but Chinese President Xi Jinping is not letting up. This week, health measures 
were further tightened in China's economic capital.  
   "We have to transfer you. You have been named as a contact case. Open up or we will knock the 
door in!" said one of the health workers to a resident of a building that was condemned due to the 
presence of a Covid case. 
 

China tightens curbs on overseas travel as part of Covid-19 battle  
:: Immigration authorities say they will tighten restrictions on ‘non-essential’ travel and passport 

approvals 
:: The measures were announced following last week’s meeting of the top leadership, where they 

doubled down on the zero-Covid policy 
Phoebe Zhang and Guo Rui  
South China Morning Post, Published: 13 May, 2022 
 

https://pib.gov.in/indexm.aspx
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1825434
https://www.icmr.gov.in/media.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/05/13/business/china-zero-covid-xi.html
https://www.nytimes.com/by/alexandra-stevenson
https://www.france24.com/en/asia-pacific/20220513-locked-down-shanghai-aims-to-eliminate-covid-over-the-next-week
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/politics/article/3177536/china-tightens-curbs-overseas-travel-part-covid-battle
https://www.scmp.com/author/phoebe-zhang
https://www.scmp.com/author/guo-rui


Can Xi Jinping vanquish Covid without crushing China’s economy?  
The Big Read Chinese economy 
In a crucial political year, a series of open-ended lockdowns have heaped pressure on struggling 
businesses 

Sun Yu in Zhengzhou and Tom Mitchell in Singapore  
Financial Times, May 12 2022 
 
Xi’s strongman tactics need flexibility to tackle Covid 

The economic fallout of China’s lockdowns looks set to be profound 
Opinion 
The editorial board 
Financial Times, May 11, 2022 

 
China Censors WHO Chief’s Call to End Covid-19 Strategy Dubbed Unsustainable 

Move to muffle global health body’s criticism shows Xi Jinping’s zero tolerance for public debate 
By Rachel Liang 
Wall Street Journal, May 11, 2022  
SINGAPORE—China’s censors blocked rare public criticism of its zero-Covid strategy by the World 

Health Organization from social media Wednesday, as officials in Shanghai insisted there would be no 
change to policies that have locked tens of millions of people in their homes for weeks. 

WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said China’s inflexible approach to Covid-19 
needs to adapt to the evolving nature of the virus. 

 
“When we talk about the zero-Covid strategy, we don’t think that it is sustainable considering the 
behavior of the virus now and what we anticipate in the future,” Mr. Tedros told a briefing on Tuesday, 
adding that the WHO has been discussing the issue with Chinese experts. 
 
The remarks pit the global health agency against Chinese leader Xi Jinping, who has hitched his 

reputation to the strategy of strict border controls, widespread lockdowns and mass quarantining of 
infected people. Mr. Xi last week reiterated China’s unwavering commitment to its Covid-19 approach 

and pledged to “resolutely fight” any questioning of official policies. 
 

An article that included a video clip of Mr. Tedros’s remarks posted on the United Nations’ WeChat 
account was widely shared on the microblogging platform. The clip was quickly removed and the article 
was tagged as “violating laws and regulations”—meaning it could still be read but not shared. On 
Weibo, China’s Twitter, searches for #Tedros no longer worked as of Wednesday evening local time. 

The incident helps illustrate the vanishing space for debate over China’s coronavirus controls, even for 
global organizations. 

 
There was no acknowledgment of the WHO’s comments in major state-run media Wednesday, though 

a spokesman for China’s Foreign Ministry called for Mr. Tedros to avoid making what he called 
irresponsible comments. 

 
At Shanghai’s daily Covid-19 briefing, Wu Huanyu, deputy director of the city’s center for disease 
control, reaffirmed that China will stick to the policy now dubbed “dynamic zero.” 
 
“Shanghai has a large population of older people, who are more vulnerable to Covid,” he said. 

“Dynamic zero is achievable.”… 

https://www.ft.com/content/69ac0449-c6f9-4b30-a346-bd6716e735e5
https://www.ft.com/content/61ea3490-9e27-4517-a516-2b21fd4c97a9
https://www.wsj.com/articles/china-censors-who-chiefs-call-to-end-unsustainable-covid-19-strategy-11652270048?mod=Searchresults_pos2&page=1
https://www.wsj.com/articles/shanghai-tightens-pandemic-rules-as-beijing-calls-for-victory-over-virus-11652102133?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/articles/shanghai-tightens-pandemic-rules-as-beijing-calls-for-victory-over-virus-11652102133?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/articles/shanghais-lockdown-leaves-thousands-sleeping-in-its-streets-11652193941?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/articles/china-covid-19-lockdowns-spread-beyond-shanghai-to-other-cities-11649949817?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/articles/what-we-know-about-the-ba-2-omicron-variant-11643300997?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/articles/inside-a-shanghai-mass-quarantine-center-no-showers-lights-on-24-7-11650187802?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/articles/inside-a-shanghai-mass-quarantine-center-no-showers-lights-on-24-7-11650187802?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/articles/beijing-residents-keep-faith-with-governments-zero-covid-strategy-11651996670?mod=article_inline
https://www.wsj.com/articles/shanghai-tightens-pandemic-rules-as-beijing-calls-for-victory-over-virus-11652102133?mod=article_inline


 
:::::: 

:::::: 
 

GPEI Polio 
 
Polio this week as of 11 May 2022 
Headlines 
:: Ahead of the WHO World Health Assembly (WHA) taking place from 22-28 May 2022, the GPEI has 
prepared two reports which will inform Member State discussions, namely on polio eradication, and on 

polio transition planning and post-certification. The reports are available on this page. 
 

Summary of new polioviruses this week: 
– Djibouti: five cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 

– DR Congo: 11 cVDPV2 cases 
– Mozambique: one cVDPV2 case 
– Nigeria: one cVDPV2 case and one positive environmental sample 
– Yemen: six cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 

 
 :::::: 

:::::: 
 

UN OCHA – Current Emergencies 
Current Corporate Emergencies 
Afghanistan 
No new updates identified. 
 
Northern Ethiopia 
Ethiopia - Northern Ethiopia Humanitarian Update Situation Report, 12 May 2022 
HIGHLIGHTS 
- Humanitarian partners continue to move additional aid supplies into Tigray via the Semera-Abala-

Mekelle road bringing 250 trucks since 1 April. 

- Only 1.5 million people or 24 per cent of the total caseload assisted with food in Tigray since mid-
October. 115 trucks of food required a day to reach all in need by end of May. 

- Amhara authorities continued with the relocation of displaced people, at a slower pace, relocating 
over 20,000 people from Kobo and over 4,000 people from Sekota since mid-March. 

- Over 10.4 million people out of the 11.6 million target caseload reached with food assistance in 
Amhara under the current food distribution which started on 22 December 2021. 

- About 90,000 people in Afar assisted with water trucking with the support of 23 trucks operating at 
displacement sites and Woredas with water shortage during the reporting period. 

 
Ukraine 

Ukraine: Situation Report - Last updated: 12 May 2022 
- Eastern Ukraine continues to face the fiercest fighting. Attacks were also reported in southern, 

south-eastern and central parts of Ukraine. 
- On 8 May, over 170 civilians were evacuated from Mariupol (Donetska oblast) and surrounding 

areas as part of the third evacuation operation coordinated by the UN and ICRC. 

https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://polioeradication.org/tools-and-library/policy-reports/reports-to-who-governing-bodies/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/afghanistan
https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-northern-ethiopia-humanitarian-update-situation-report-12-may-2022
https://www.unocha.org/ukraine
https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/ukraine-situation-report-last-updated-6-may-2022


- As of 3 May, the International Organization for Migration estimates that slightly over 8 million 
people have been displaced within Ukraine. 

- On 7 May, the World Food Programme reported that it has supported over 3.4 million people across 
Ukraine with food and cash assistance since 24 February. 

- As of 6 May, the UN Children’s Fund has supported 1.3 million people with access to safe water. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 

 
WHO & Regional Offices [to  14 May 2022]  

https://www.who.int/news 
13 May 2022  

Departmental news 
WHO launches new Mortality Database visualization portal 

 
13 May 2022  
Departmental news 
TB laboratory manuals issued to support the implementation of WHO-recommended 

diagnostics 
 

12 May 2022  
News release 
WHO and MPP announce agreement with NIH for COVID-19 health technologies 
 
12 May 2022  
Departmental news 
New report shows progress and missed opportunities in the control of NCDs at the national 
level 

 
10 May 2022  

Statement 
World leaders urged to make firm commitments at Second Global COVID-19 Summit by 

ACT-Accelerator agency leads 
 
:::::: 
 

WHO Director General Speeches  [selected]  
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches 

Selected 
12 May 2022  

Speech 
WHO Deputy Director-General's speech – Partnering to build sustainable Health Eco-

System in Africa, African-European Collaboration 
 
12 May 2022  
Speech 
WHO Director-General's live speech at 2nd Global COVID Summit – 12 May 2022 

 

https://www.who.int/news
https://www.who.int/news/item/13-05-2022-who-launches-new-mortality-database-visualization-portal
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https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-deputy-director-general-s-speech---partnering-to-build-sustainable-health-eco-system-in-africa--african-european-collaboration
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-live-speech-at-2-nd-global-covid-summit-12-May-2022
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-live-speech-at-2-nd-global-covid-summit-12-May-2022
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-live-speech-at-2-nd-global-covid-summit-12-May-2022
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-live-speech-at-2-nd-global-covid-summit-12-May-2022
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/WHO-Director-Generals-remarks-at-Special-Session-of-the-WHO-Regional-Committee-for-Europe-10-May-2022


10 May 2022  
Speech 
WHO Director-General's remarks at the Special Session of the WHO Regional Committee 
for Europe — 10 May 2022 

 
10 May 2022  
Speech 
WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the WHO press conference – 10 May 2022 

 
::::::   

 
WHO Regional Offices 

Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region  

:: Southern Africa faces uptick in COVID-19 cases  
   12 May 2022  Brazzaville – Southern Africa is facing an upsurge in COVID-19 cases for the third 
consecutive week as the winter season in the region approaches. The uptick has broken a two-month-
long decline in overall infections recorded across the continent. 

   The sub-region recorded 46 271 cases in the week ending on 8 May 2022, marking a 32% increase 
over the week before.  

 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 

:: 10 May 2022  Technical Note: acute, severe hepatitis of unknown origin in children  
   This technical note follows the previous reports regarding the event of acute, severe hepatitis of 
unknown origin in children disseminated by the Pan American Health Organization / World Health 
Organization (PAHO/WHO) on 23 April 2022 (two reports), 25 April 2022, and 29 April 2022. This event 
was first reported by the United Kingdom… 
 

WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO  

:: Two million confirmed deaths from COVID-19 in the European Region 12-05-2022  
:: Setting up a behavioural insights unit - WHO launches a set of considerations to support countries 
12-05-2022  
:: “What stays with me is the feeling of helplessness” – on International Nurses Day, a young nurse 

recalls her time on a COVID-19 ward at the beginning of the pandemic 12-05-2022  
 

WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Palestinian Ministry of Health launches polio vaccination campaign to boost immunity in Bethlehem 

and Jerusalem   13 May 2022 
:: Somalia launches WHO emergency health response plan for drought   11 May 2022 

:: Environmental surveillance for poliovirus introduced in Iraq   10 May 2022 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified. 
 

:::::: 
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https://www.paho.org/en/news/10-5-2022-technical-note-acute-severe-hepatitis-unknown-origin-children
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https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2022/5/two-million-confirmed-deaths-from-covid-19-in-the-european-region3
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/behavioural-and-cultural-insights-for-health/news2/news/2022/05/setting-up-a-behavioural-insights-unit-who-launches-a-set-of-considerations-to-support-countries2
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2022/5/what-stays-with-me-is-the-feeling-of-helplessness-on-international-nurses-day,-a-young-nurse-recalls-her-time-on-a-covid-19-ward-at-the-beginning-of-the-pandemic2
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2022/5/what-stays-with-me-is-the-feeling-of-helplessness-on-international-nurses-day,-a-young-nurse-recalls-her-time-on-a-covid-19-ward-at-the-beginning-of-the-pandemic2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/polio-eradication/news/palestinian-ministry-of-health-launches-polio-vaccination-campaign-to-boost-immunity-in-bethlehem-and-jerusalem.html
http://www.emro.who.int/polio-eradication/news/palestinian-ministry-of-health-launches-polio-vaccination-campaign-to-boost-immunity-in-bethlehem-and-jerusalem.html
http://www.emro.who.int/somalia/news/who-regional-director-for-the-eastern-mediterranean-officially-launches-who-emergency-health-response-plan-for-drought-in-somalia-calling-for-early-action-to-protect-health-and-save-lives.html?format=html
http://www.emro.who.int/iraq/news/ministry-of-health-and-who-introduce-environmental-surveillance-for-poliovirus-in-iraq.html?format=html
https://www.who.int/westernpacific


 
Disease Outbreak News (DONs)  

Latest WHO Disease Outbreak News (DONs), providing information on confirmed acute public health 
events or potential events of concern. 

 
13 May 2022 | Lassa fever - Guinea  
 
12 May 2022 | Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) - Qatar  

 
9 May 2022 | Avian Influenza A(H3N8) - China  

 
:::::: 

 
WHO Events   
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/1 
[Selected]   
Virtual Meeting of the Global Multisectoral and Multi-stakeholder Platform to end TB 
17 May 2022 13:00 – 16:00 CET  

 
Seventy-fifth World Health Assembly  WHA 75 

22-28 May 2022 
:: Provisional agenda  A75/1 Rev.1 
 
:::::: 
 
New WHO Publications  
https://www.who.int/publications/i 
Selected Titles 
13 May 2022  
Practical manual of processing stool samples for diagnosis of childhood TB 

 
13 May 2022  

Line probe assays for detection of drug-resistant tuberculosis: interpretation and reporting 
manual for...  
 
13 May 2022  

Vaccines against influenza: WHO position paper – May 2022 
 

13 May 2022  
Manual for selection of molecular WHO recommended rapid diagnostic tests for detection 

of tuberculosis...  
 

12 May 2022  
Emergency in Ukraine: external situation report #11, published 12 May 2022: reporting 
period: 5–11 May...  
  
10 May 2022  

https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2022-DON382
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2022-DON382
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https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2022-DON382
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2022-DON370
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2022-DON378
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/1
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2022/05/17/default-calendar/virtual-meeting-of-the-global-multisectoral-and-multi-stakeholder-platform-to-end-tb
https://apps.who.int/gb/e/e_wha75.html
https://apps.who.int/gb/e/e_wha75.html
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA75/A75_1Rev1-en.pdf
https://www.who.int/publications/i
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240042650
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https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240046665
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https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-EURO-2022-5152-44915-64596
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240048751


Health systems resilience toolkit: a WHO global public health good to support building and 
strengthening...  

 
10 May 2022  

The WHO global task force on TB impact measurement, May 2022 
 
9 May 2022  
Estimating global and country-specific excess mortality during the COVID-19 pandemic 

Overview  
   Estimating the true mortality burden of COVID-19 for every country in the world is a difficult, but 

crucial, public health endeavor. Attributing deaths, direct or indirect, to COVID-19 is problematic. A 
more attainable target is the “excess deaths”, the number of deaths in a particular period, relative to 

that expected during “normal times”, and we estimate this for all countries on a monthly time scale for 
2020 and 2021. The excess mortality requires two numbers, the total deaths and the expected deaths, 

but the former is unavailable for many countries, and so modeling is required for these countries, and 
the expected deaths are based on historic data and we develop a model for producing expected 
estimates for all countries. We allow for uncertainty in the modeled expected numbers when calculating 
the excess.  

    We describe the methods that were developed to produce World Health Organization (WHO) excess 
death estimates. To achieve both interpretability and transparency we developed a relatively simple 

overdispersed Poisson count framework, within which the various data types can be modeled. We use 
data from countries with national monthly data to build a predictive log-linear regression model with 

time-varying coefficients for countries without data. For a number of countries, subnational data only 
are available, and we construct a multinomial model for such data, based on the assumption that the 
fractions of deaths in specific sub-regions remain approximately constant over time. Our inferential 
approach is Bayesian, with the covariate predictive model being implemented in the fast and accurate 
INLA software. The subnational modeling was carried out using MCMC in Stan or in some nonstandard 
data situations, using our own MCMC code. Based on our modeling, the 95% interval estimate for 

global excess mortality, over 2020–2021, is 13.3–16.6 million. 
 

:::::: 
::::::   

:::::: 
 
CDC/ACIP [U.S.] [to  14 May 2022] 
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html 
Latest News Releases 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
:::::: 
 

ACIP Meetings 

Next ACIP Meeting 
May 19, 2022. 11:00am – 4:00pm ET 
Webcast Link 
Federal Register 
No meeting agenda posted. 

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240048751
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240048751
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-UCN-TB-2022.3
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-UCN-TB-2022.3
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/estimating-global-and-country-specific-excess-mortality-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/estimating-global-and-country-specific-excess-mortality-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html
https://www.ustream.tv/channel/VWBXKBR8af4
https://www.federalregister.gov/


 
:::::: 

 
MMWR  Weekly: Current Volume (71)  May 13, 2022 / No. 19 

PDF of this issuepdf icon 
Progress Toward Polio Eradication — Worldwide, January 2020–April 2022 
 
:::::: 

 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)- CDC 

Approximately 15 announcements/reports/data summaries. 
:: 5/13/22Overall US COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution and Administration Update as of Fri, 13 May 2022 

06:00:00 EST 
:: 5/13/22Wearing Masks in Travel and Public Transportation Settings 

:: 5/12/22COVID Data Tracker Recent Updates - 2022-05-12 - The Vaccine Effectiveness page was 
updated to highlight the most current relevant studies and findings, allowing for easier interpretation. 
The page includes a summary table of CDC-authored vaccine effectiveness studies published in the 
previous month, as well as key findings from the studies by age group. 

 
:::::: 

:::::: 
 

Africa CDC   [to  14 May 2022] 
http://www.africacdc.org/ 
News  
Press Releases 
Africa CDC Releases New Country Research on Scale-Up of COVID Vaccines  
10 May 2022  

A newly released analysis finds that scale-up speed, a focus on at-risk populations and the choice of 
COVID-19 vaccine brands are critical to structuring successful programs in the African context. 
 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia: The Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention today released the results 

of a new 27-country analysis on the health and economic impact of COVID-19 vaccination.  The 
retrospective study on the roll-out of COVID-19 vaccine programmes demonstrated that earlier start 
dates and rapid scale-up delivered greater health benefits – measured in terms of hospitalizations and 
deaths averted – and were more cost-effective when compared with programs that started later and 

scaled more slowly. Furthermore, the benefits of COVID-19 vaccines vary widely depending on the 
pace of roll-out, the population targeted, and the type of vaccines used in the campaigns. The analysis 

also drew on research from Kenya, Nigeria, Ethiopia and South Africa. 
 

The analysis demonstrated that vaccine programs deliver the best value for money when focused on 
the most vulnerable, including the elderly, pregnant women, health workers and those with 

comorbidities. This is especially true in countries with a low overall risk of severe outcomes from 
COVID-19, such as nations with younger populations or that have already had significant exposure to 
the virus. In Kenya, researchers found that scaling up to 30% of the population, but focusing on the 
elderly, was far more effective than reaching 70% coverage of the general population. Nigerian 
researchers found the same result when modelling targeted scale-up to 25% of the population.  

 

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/pdfs/mm7119-H.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/mm7119a2.htm?s_cid=mm7119a2_w
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/masks-public-transportation.html
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccine-effectiveness
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccine-effectiveness
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccine-effectiveness
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccine-effectiveness
http://www.africacdc.org/
https://africacdc.org/news-item/africa-cdc-releases-new-country-research-on-scale-up-of-covid-vaccines/


“The evidence is clear – countries should aim to vaccinate those most at risk, as quickly as possible, 
with the most cost-effective vaccines available to them,” said Dr. Ahmed Ogwell Ouma, Deputy Director 

of the Africa CDC. “This is how we can save the most lives and deliver the highest value for money.”… 
 

Link to full report: https://africacdc.org/download/epidemiological-and-economic-impact-of-covid-19-
vaccine-rollout-scenarios-in-africa/  
 
:::::: 

:::::: 
 

China CDC   
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/ 

 
National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China  [to  14 May 2022] 

http://en.nhc.gov.cn/ 
News 
May 14: Daily briefing on novel coronavirus cases in China 
On May 13, 31 provincial-level regions and the Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps on the 

Chinese mainland reported 276 new cases of confirmed infections. 

 
 

National Medical Products Administration – PRC  [to  14 May 2022] 
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/  

News 
Chinese mainland reports 312 new local COVID-19 cases, 227 in Shanghai 

2022-05-13 
The Chinese mainland on Thursday reported 312 confirmed local COVID-19 cases, of which 227 were 
in Shanghai, the National Health Commission said on Friday. 
 

 
CCDC Weekly Reports: Current Volume (4) 

2022-05-13 / No. 19   CHINA NCDs POLICY ISSUE 
View  PDF of this issue 

Foreword: Population-Based Behavioral Risk Factors Prevention and Control: the Fundamental Strategy 
for Fighting NCDs  
Preplanned Studies: Quantitative Analysis on NCDs Prevention and Control Policies Based on the 
Perspective of Policy Instruments — China, 1990–2020  
Preplanned Studies: Evaluation of China Healthy Lifestyle for All Interventions Based on RE-AIM 
Framework — China, 2007–2020  
Commentary: Recommendations and Future Direction for Population-Based Prevention and Control of 

Behavioral Risk Factors for NCDs  
Recollection: Evaluating Behavioral Risk Factor Interventions for Hypertensive and Diabetic Patient 

Management in the National Basic Public Health Service Programs from 2009  
 

::::::  
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:: Coronavirus [COVID-19] - WHO 
:: Organization Announcements 
:: Journal Watch 
 
 
 
 
 
 

:::::: 

 

Organization Announcements 
Editor’s Note: 
Careful readers will note that the number and range of organizations now monitored in our 

Announcements section below has grown as the impacts of the pandemic have spread across global 
economies, supply chains and programmatic activity of multilateral agencies and INGOs. 
 
Airfinity    [to  14 May 2022] 

https://www.airfinity.com/insights 
INSIGHTS & COMPANY NEWS  
Airfinity’s Q1 COVID-19 vaccine revenue forecast more accurate than market consensus 
Published by Airfinity 

May 11, 2022 
   Airfinity’s Q1 COVID-19 vaccine revenue forecast beat market consensus figures to more accurately 
predict earnings last quarter. 
 
 
Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to  14 May 2022] 

https://alleninstitute.org/news-press/ 
News  
New research to understand how the brain handles optical illusions and makes predictions  
May 9, 2022 

3 new projects launch on OpenScope, a shared neuroscience observatory 
 
  
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to  14 May 2022] 
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center 

Press Releases and Statements  
Press release 
May 12, 2022 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Commits up to US$125 Million to Help End the Acute 

Phase of COVID-19 and Prevent the Next Pandemic 
[See COID Perspectives above for detail] 
 
Press release 
May 09, 2022 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Appoints New Members to Goalkeepers Advisory Group to 

Accelerate Progress Toward Global Goals 
 

https://www.airfinity.com/insights
https://www.airfinity.com/insights/airfinitys-q1-covid-19-vaccine-revenue-forecast-more-accurate-than-market
https://alleninstitute.org/news-press/
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/brain-science/news-press/articles/new-research-understand-how-brain-handles-optical-illusions-and-makes-predictions
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/brain-science/news-press/articles/new-research-understand-how-brain-handles-optical-illusions-and-makes-predictions
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center/press-releases/2022/05/gates-foundation-commits-up-to-125-million-covid19-prevent-pandemics
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center/press-releases/2022/05/gates-foundation-commits-up-to-125-million-covid19-prevent-pandemics
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center/press-releases/2022/05/new-goalkeepers-advisors-appointed-to-help-meet-un-sdg
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center/press-releases/2022/05/new-goalkeepers-advisors-appointed-to-help-meet-un-sdg


 
Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute    [to  14 May 2022] 

https://www.gatesmri.org/news 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute is a non-profit biotech organization. Our mission is 
to develop products to fight malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrheal diseases—three major causes of 
mortality, poverty, and inequality in developing countries. The world has unprecedented scientific tools 
at its disposal; now is the time to use them to save the lives of the world's poorest people  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

CARB-X   [to  14 May 2022] 
https://carb-x.org/ 

News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Center for Vaccine Ethics and Policy – GE2P2 Global Foundation   [to  14 May 2022] 
https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/ 

News/Analysis/Statements 
:: Past weekly editions of Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review are available here. 

:: Informed Consent: A Monthly Review – MAY 2022 is now posted here 
 

 
CEPI – Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations  [to  14 May 2022] 
http://cepi.net/  
Latest News 
CEPI funds project led by Victoria Biomedical Research Institute (Kenya) to assess mix-
and-match COVID-19 vaccine boosters in adolescents and adults living with HIV 

   CEPI will provide up to US$12.5 million to assess this “mix and match” booster approach  
COVID-19  

11 May 2022 
 

CEPI partners with consortium of Bharat Biotech, University of Sydney and ExcellGene to 
develop ‘variant-proof’ COVID-19 vaccine 
   Funding of up to US$19.3 million will support the international multidisciplinary consortium to support 
the development of a ‘variant-proof’ SARS-CoV-2 vaccine candidate  

COVID-19  
10 May 2022 

 
 

DARPA – Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency [U.S.] [to  14 May 2022 
https://www.darpa.mil/news 

News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Duke Global Health Innovation Center  [to  14 May 2022] 

https://dukeghic.org/ 

https://www.gatesmri.org/news
https://carb-x.org/
https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/
https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/
https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/
https://ge2p2global-centerforinformedconsentintegrity.org/
https://ge2p2global-centerforinformedconsentintegrity.org/
http://cepi.net/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/cepi-funds-project-led-by-victoria-biomedical-research-institute-kenya-to-assess-mix-and-match-covid-19-vaccine-boosters-in-adolescents-and-adults-living-with-hiv/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/cepi-funds-project-led-by-victoria-biomedical-research-institute-kenya-to-assess-mix-and-match-covid-19-vaccine-boosters-in-adolescents-and-adults-living-with-hiv/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/cepi-funds-project-led-by-victoria-biomedical-research-institute-kenya-to-assess-mix-and-match-covid-19-vaccine-boosters-in-adolescents-and-adults-living-with-hiv/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/cepi-funds-project-led-by-victoria-biomedical-research-institute-kenya-to-assess-mix-and-match-covid-19-vaccine-boosters-in-adolescents-and-adults-living-with-hiv/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/cepi-funds-project-led-by-victoria-biomedical-research-institute-kenya-to-assess-mix-and-match-covid-19-vaccine-boosters-in-adolescents-and-adults-living-with-hiv/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/cepi-funds-project-led-by-victoria-biomedical-research-institute-kenya-to-assess-mix-and-match-covid-19-vaccine-boosters-in-adolescents-and-adults-living-with-hiv/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/cepi-partners-with-consortium-of-bharat-biotech-university-of-sydney-and-excellgene-to-develop-variant-proof-covid-19-vaccine/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/cepi-partners-with-consortium-of-bharat-biotech-university-of-sydney-and-excellgene-to-develop-variant-proof-covid-19-vaccine/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/cepi-partners-with-consortium-of-bharat-biotech-university-of-sydney-and-excellgene-to-develop-variant-proof-covid-19-vaccine/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/cepi-partners-with-consortium-of-bharat-biotech-university-of-sydney-and-excellgene-to-develop-variant-proof-covid-19-vaccine/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/cepi-partners-with-consortium-of-bharat-biotech-university-of-sydney-and-excellgene-to-develop-variant-proof-covid-19-vaccine/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/cepi-partners-with-consortium-of-bharat-biotech-university-of-sydney-and-excellgene-to-develop-variant-proof-covid-19-vaccine/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/cepi-partners-with-consortium-of-bharat-biotech-university-of-sydney-and-excellgene-to-develop-variant-proof-covid-19-vaccine/
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Our Blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

EDCTP    [to  14 May 2022] 
http://www.edctp.org/ 
The European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) aims to accelerate the 
development of new or improved drugs, vaccines, microbicides and diagnostics against HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria as well as other poverty-related and neglected infectious diseases in sub-
Saharan Africa, with a focus on phase II and III clinical trials 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Emory Vaccine Center    [to  14 May 2022] 
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/ 
Vaccine Center News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

European Vaccine Initiative  [to  14 May 2022] 
http://www.euvaccine.eu/  

Latest News, Events  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to  14 May 2022] 
Evidence Aid aims to save lives and livelihoods in disasters by providing decision-makers with the best 
available evidence and by championing its use. 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/  

Emergency health care for migrants: challenges in its provision Added May 11, 2022  
 

Health risks among migrants with diverse sexual orientation, gender identity or expression 
Added May 9, 2022 
 
 

Fondation Merieux  [to  14 May 2022] 
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/ 

News, Events   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to  14 May 2022] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News Releases 
12 May 2022 
DFC financing up to US$ 1 billion for Gavi COVID-19 vaccine and ancillary supply purchase 

and delivery 

http://www.edctp.org/
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/
http://www.euvaccine.eu/
http://www.evidenceaid.org/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/emergency-health-care-for-migrants-challenges-in-its-provision/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/emergency-health-care-for-migrants-challenges-in-its-provision/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/health-risks-among-migrants-with-diverse-sexual-orientation-gender-identity-or-expression/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/health-risks-among-migrants-with-diverse-sexual-orientation-gender-identity-or-expression/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/health-risks-among-migrants-with-diverse-sexual-orientation-gender-identity-or-expression/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/health-risks-among-migrants-with-diverse-sexual-orientation-gender-identity-or-expression/
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/
https://www.gavi.org/
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/dfc-financing-us-1-billion-gavi-covid-19-vaccine-ancillary-supply-purchases-delivery
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/dfc-financing-us-1-billion-gavi-covid-19-vaccine-ancillary-supply-purchases-delivery


- Announced at the White House COVID-19 Summit, the new COVAX Rapid Financing Facility will 
provide access to funding that the COVAX AMC needs to respond to unforeseen risks. 

- This innovative financing facility will allow Gavi to monetize COVAX AMC pledges soon after 
sovereign and private sector donors make them for more immediate and impactful response times. 

- DFC’s investment is its largest-ever healthcare project and contributes to the Corporation’s Global 
Health and Prosperity Initiative, which supports the global response to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
strengthening health resilience in developing countries. 

[See COVID Perspectives above for detail] 
 
 

GHIT Fund   [to  14 May 2022] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 

Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to  14 May 2022] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 

News & Stories 
13 May 2022  

Global Fund Applauds New Zealand’s Commitment to COVID-19 Response Mechanism  
   The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria applauds the decision by New Zealand to    

contribute NZ$8 million to the Global Fund's COVID-19 Response Mechanism (C19RM). The new 
funding will help provide lifesaving diagnostic tests, treatment...  
 
13 May 2022  
Global Fund Thanks European Union and Team Europe for Their Contribution to COVID-19 
Response Mechanism  

   The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria thanks the European Union and Team 
Europe for their contribution to the Global Fund's COVID-19 Response Mechanism (C19RM). The 

President of the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, announc...  
 

13 May 2022  
Global Fund Board Calls for Global Mobilization Ahead of Crucial Seventh Replenishment 
and Gets Ready for Implementation of New Strategy  
   The Board of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria held its 47th Board meeting 

this week in Geneva. A few months ahead of the Global Fund’s Seventh Replenishment Conference to 
be hosted by the United States, the Board renewed its ca...  

 
12 May 2022  

Global Fund, United States and Unitaid Launch “Test-and-Treat” Programs at Second 
Global COVID-19 Summit  

   The Global Fund, the United States and Unitaid, together with FIND and other ACT-Accelerator 
partners, are launching over US$120 million in support to countries for test-and-treat programs to 
prevent hospitalizations and deaths from COVID-19 for thos...  
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Global Research Collaboration for Infectious Disease Preparedness [GloPID-R] [to  14 May 
2022] 

https://www.glopid-r.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified 
 
 
Hilleman Laboratories   [to  14 May 2022] 

http://www.hilleman-labs.org/ 
News & Insights 
No new digest content identified 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to  14 May 2022] 

https://www.hhmi.org/news  
Press Room                 
Research   May 11 2022  
Structure of ‘Gliding Bird’ Plant Protein Could Lead to Better Crops 

   When pathogens attack, the NPR1 protein steps in to control a plant’s immune response. Scientists 
have now figured out what the protein looks like and how it works – a possible boon for agriculture.  

 
 

Human Vaccines Project   [to  14 May 2022] 
http://www.humanvaccinesproject.org/  
News 
HVP COVID Report 
May 12, 2022  
Anna Blakney: What is the Future of RNA Vaccines?  

 
 

IAVI  [to  14 May 2022] 
https://www.iavi.org/ 
Latest News  
FEATURES  
May 11, 2022  
Meet the IAVI scientist who developed a new HIV test for resource-limited settings  

   Dr. Catherine Namugga Kibirige, research associate, research team, IAVI Human Immunology 
Laboratory – Imperial College London 

 
 
ICRC  [to  14 May 2022] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   

What’s New   [Selected]      
Syria: In societies shattered by conflict, civilians pay a high price for years 
 
   A statement from Peter Maurer, president of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), 
following a trip to Syria this week: Damascus (ICRC) – It takes years, sometimes decades, for societies 

shattered by conflict to recover. 
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13-05-2022 | News release 
  

Sahel: A food crisis fueled by conflict is set to worsen during lean period 
   More than 10.5 million people in Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger and Mauritania are at risk of facing hunger 

during the upcoming agricultural lean period -- the time between harvests when food stocks are most 
depleted -- as conflict worsens an ongoing foo 
12-05-2022 | News release 
 

 
International Coalition of Medicines Regulatory Authorities [ICMRA] 

http://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/news 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Research  
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
IFFIm 
http://www.iffim.org/ 
Press Releases/Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
IFRC   [to  14 May 2022] 

http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Press Releases [Selected]  
13/05/2022  
Red Cross extends support to families separated by violence and conflict  
 
12/05/2022  

Global COVID-19 Summit: “World leaders must step up and ensure that everyone, 
everywhere has access to vaccines, tests and treatments.”  

 
10/05/2022  

Syria remains in crisis – the world, and donors, must not turn away now  
 
 
Institut Pasteur   [to  14 May 2022] 

https://www.pasteur.fr/en/press-area 
Press Documents 
Press release  
11.05.2022 

Hepatitis: 3D structure determination of the ‘gateway’ to the liver  
   Scientists from CNRS, the Institut Pasteur (France), the Vlaams Instituut voor Biotechnologie and the 

Vrije...  
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to  14 May 2022]  
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 

News - Selected 
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News 
10 May 2022 

Needs Growing for Over 8 Million Internally Displaced in Ukraine  
 

News 
10 May 2022 
Mobility Restrictions Chill Cross-border Movements Despite Rising Vaccination Rates 
Helping Countries Re-open Borders  

 
 

ISC / International Science Council  [to  14 May 2022] 
https://council.science/current/ 

ISC is a non-governmental organization with a unique global membership that brings together 40 
international scientific Unions and Associations and over 140 national and regional scientific 
organizations including Academies and Research Councils.  
News  Blogs  Podcasts  Events 
Blogs  
Whose right is it anyway? Copyright and scholarly publishing 

09.05.2022 
   The question of who owns the copyright to scientific publications, such as journal articles, is complex 

and contested. Jenice Jean Goveas looks at the issue and considers some of the recent initiatives 
designed to support authors to retain rights to their published work. 

 
 
International Union of Immunological Societies (IUIS) 
https://iuis.org/ 
News/Events [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

IVAC  [to  14 May 2022] 
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html 

Updates; Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

IVI   [to  14 May 2022] 
http://www.ivi.int/ 

IVI News & Announcements 
IVI, LG Electronics, Korean donors, AHRI and EPHI join hands to vaccinate 100,000 people 

at risk of cholera in Ethiopia 
2 ECCP projects to contribute to the government’s efforts towards control and prevention of cholera 
and diarrheal diseases 
   May 13, 2022, SEOUL, Korea — The International Vaccine Institute (IVI), in collaboration with LG 
Electronics, the Ethiopian government led by Armaur Hansen Research Institute (AHRI), and the 
Ethiopian Public Health Institute (EPHI), will vaccinate 40,000 people against cholera in May to support 
prevention of the disease in Ethiopia. In a separate but coordinated project funded by other Korean 
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donors, IVI and Ethiopian partners will immunize an additional 60,000 people against the diarrheal 
disease in Ethiopia… 

 
 

Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security   [to  14 May 2022] 
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/news/center-news/ 
Center News 
New peer-reviewed analysis examines Uganda’s preparedness and response efforts for 

Ebola 
May 11, 2022 

 
 

MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to  14 May 2022]  
http://www.msf.org/ 

Latest [Selected Announcements] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

National Academy of Medicine - USA  [to  14 May 2022] 
https://nam.edu/programs/ 

News [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
National Academy of Sciences - USA  [to  14 May 2022] 
http://www.nasonline.org/news-and-multimedia/ 
News 
NIH Should Create an Office of Autoimmune Disease Research Says New Report  
May 9, 2022  
   To enhance and coordinate its research on autoimmune diseases the National Institutes of Health 

should create an Office of Autoimmune Disease-Autoimmunity Research and a plan that spans all 
institutes and centers to provide an overall NIH strategy for autoimmune disease research. 

 
Automated Research Workflows Are Speeding Pace of Scientific Discovery - New Report 
Offers Recommendations to Advance Their Development  
May 9, 2022 

   Automated research workflows - which integrate computation laboratory automation and tools from 
artificial intelligence - have the potential to increase the speed of research activities and accelerate 

scientific discovery. A new report recommends ways to advance their development. 
 

 
National Vaccine Program Office - U.S. HHS  [to  14 May 2022] 

https://www.hhs.gov/vaccines/about/index.html 
Upcoming Meetings/Latest Updates  
NVAC 2022 Meetings - June 15-16, 2022 
 
 

NIH  [to  14 May 2022] 
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http://www.nih.gov/  
News Releases   

Vaccine for rare but deadly mosquito-borne viruses shows promise in clinical trial 
May 12, 2022 — The injection was found to be safe, well-tolerated and induced a neutralizing antibody 

response in adult volunteers [eastern equine encephalitis virus (EEEV), western equine encephalitis 
virus (WEEV), and Venezuelan equine encephalitis virus (VEEV)], 
 
Unique binding of Delta variant may explain high transmissibility 

May 11, 2022 — NIH findings could lead to ways to combat future SARS-CoV-2 variants.  
 

 
OECD  [to  14 May 2022] 

http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
Newsroom/Library 

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
OXFAM [to 14 May 2022] 

https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Press Releases          
Oxfam reaction to Covid summit commitments  
13 May 2022 

   In response to the commitments made at President Biden’s Second COVID-19 Summit today, 
especially the licensing of publicly owned medical technologies, such as the stabilized spike protein for 
use by the World Health Organization’s (WHO) COVID-19 Technology Access Pool (C-TAP) through the 
Medicines Patent Pool (MPP), Robbie Silverman, Oxfam America’s Senior Manager of Private Sector 
Advocacy, made the following statement: 
   “Today's announcement that the US will share its technology with the COVID-19 Technology Access 

Pool sets a welcome and bold example for the sharing of essential technologies we all need. Now we 
need to see this kind of leadership from the US at the WTO. 

   “We hope today’s announcement encourages similar moves on other US-funded technologies and 
spur major vaccine manufacturers to heed the US's example. Much more can be done to ensure that 

everyone, everywhere is protected in this ongoing pandemic. The US should also urgently step up its 
funding commitments at least to the full $5 billion requested.  
   “Even with this little bit of progress, we still urgently need a WTO TRIPS waiver that 
waives intellectual property for vaccines, tests, and treatments to ensure that all countries have the 

technology and resources to vaccinate, test and treat people…”  
 

Governments falling woefully short on goal to vaccinate 70% in each country by 
September 

12 May 2022 
   World leaders have not done enough to achieve their goal of vaccinating 70% of people in each 

country by September, campaigners with the People’s Vaccine Alliance warned ahead of the second 
virtual summit on COVID-19 hosted by US President Biden along with Belize, Germany, Indonesia, and 
Senegal. The World Health Organization’s target of reaching 70% by mid-year is even further out of 
reach. 
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Poverty and extreme inequality worsen in southern Africa as COVID-19 battered countries 
embark on a dangerous austerity path 

10 May 2022 
  

 
PATH  [to  14 May 2022]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Press Releases 
PATH welcomed as new member of the Digital Public Goods Alliance  
PATH looks forward to supporting even greater alignment in advancing digital public goods to increase 

donor and country confidence in the value of adapting and scaling specific digital tools… Digital Public 
Goods Alliance (DPGA) 

Published: May 2022 
Type: Press Release 

 
PATH commits to action plan against COVID-19 at the second US Global COVID-19 Summit  
PATH joins global leaders in pledging concrete commitments to advance the goals of the Second Global 
COVID-19 Summit: to vaccinate the world, save lives now, and build better health security. 

PATH’s commitments at the US COVID-19 Summit 
To support these goals, PATH is proud to announce additional commitments, namely: 

- PATH will help vaccinate the world by supporting COVID-19 vaccination campaigns. We will provide 
training, mentorship, and supervision to health workers tasked with vaccination and deploy and 

scale digital tools to track vaccination and generate demand through targeted social media 
campaigns. This includes a US$5 million investment to reach an estimated 20 million vaccine-
hesitant individuals in 2 years. 

- We will also support the development of a new affordable COVID-19 vaccine that could 
be manufactured in Brazil, Thailand, and Vietnam. 

- To save lives now, we will work with key partners to improve oxygen delivery in 10 countries 

through research, innovation, policy and advocacy, stakeholder engagement, and implementation 
support. We will also support the creation of healthy and sustainable markets for oxygen systems 

to expand access to this lifesaving medicine. 
- We will stand up interoperable digital systems in four countries to provide country governments 

with the information they need to identify and manage outbreaks, vaccination coverage, vaccine 
supplies and track vaccination records. 

- We will advance the affordability and reliability of COVID-19 diagnostics by performing market 
analyses, supporting the development of new technologies, navigating regulatory processes and 

requirements, and performing research that drives decision-making for health system stakeholders. 
- We will build better health security by using our expertise to equip world leaders with the 

information they need to design a better architecture for global health security. 
- Finally, we will work across our global team of advocates to hold leaders accountable to their 

commitments and to secure political support for the establishment of a new global health security 
and pandemic preparedness fund as well as other policies and funding to prevent and respond to 

future pandemics. 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 14 May 2022] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 

Selected Reports/Press Releases  
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No new digest content identified. 
 

 
Sabin Vaccine Institute  [to  14 May 2022] 

http://www.sabin.org/updates/pressreleases 
Statements and Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
UNAIDS [to  14 May 2022]  

http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
12 May 2022 
Grass-roots providers stay mobile in Ukraine  

 
11 May 2022 
Review recommends law reform on HIV testing to help Angola reduce new HIV infections 
among young people and ensure treatment  

 
11 May 2022 

Report highlights that women and marginalized people need urgent access to health-care 
services in Ukraine  

 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to  14 May 2022] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected News Releases, Announcements  
Message from the United Nations humanitarian, refugee, and development chiefs on the 

situation in Syria and the region 
Statement by the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, 

Martin Griffiths, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Filippo Grandi, and the Administrator of the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Achim Steiner 

10 May 2022 
 
 
UNICEF  [to  14 May 2022] 

https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Press Releases, News Notes, Statements  [Selected]  
Remarks 
12 May 2022  

"Children in Ukraine need an end to this war – their futures hang in the balance"  
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/children-ukraine-need-end-war-their-futures-hang-balance  

As delivered NEW YORK, 12 May 2022  - "Mr President, Excellencies and colleagues, I would like to 
express my appreciation to Ambassadors De La Fuente and Riviere for convening today’s meeting. I 
would also like to thank the United States for hosting this briefing during your Security Council 
presidency.  "It has been just one month since UNICEF…  
 

Statement 
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10 May 2022  
World leaders urged to make firm commitments at Second Global COVID-19 Summit by 

ACT-Accelerator agency leads  
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/world-leaders-urged-make-firm-commitments-second-global-

covid-19-summit-act  
GENEVA/NEW YORK, 10 May 2022 – "This week, world leaders will gather to consider crucial next 
steps in the global COVID-19 response. We applaud the co-hosts of the Second Global COVID-19 
Summit – the United States, Belize, Germany, Indonesia and Senegal – for bringing together 

governments from across the globe to make concrete commitments to…  
 

Remarks 
10 May 2022  

UNICEF Executive Director Catherine Russell's remarks at the Brussels VI Conference: 
"Supporting the future of Syria and the region"  

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-catherine-russells-remarks-brussels-vi-
conference  
BRUSSELS/NEW YORK, 10 May 2022 - " Excellencies, colleagues, and friends, thank you very much for 
inviting me here today.   "Syria today is one of the most dangerous places on earth to be a child.   "An 

entire generation is struggling to survive.   "Nearly 90 per cent of people in Syria live in poverty.  More 
than 6.5 million children need urgent…  

 
 

Unitaid  [to  14 May 2022] 
https://unitaid.org/ 
Featured News 
13 May 2022 
Unitaid welcomes new agreements from CHAI to accelerate access to affordable COVID-19 
antiviral nirmatrelvir/ritonavir in low- and middle-income countries 

   Geneva – Unitaid welcomes the Clinton Health Access Initiative (CHAI) announcement on 
agreements with leading generic manufacturers to make nirmatrelvir/ritonavir available to low- and 

middle-income countries (LMICs) at under US$25 per treatment course. The agreements also settle on 
production guarantee and allocation capacity for 4.5 million treatment courses per month for LMICs. 

   Pfizer’s oral COVID-19 treatment — a combination of nirmatrelvir and ritonavir tablets sold under the 
name Paxlovid — was strongly recommended by the World Health Organization (WHO) last month, 
based on evidence on prevention of hospitalization and death for mild-to-moderate COVID-19 patients 
at high risk of developing severe forms of the disease, when administered in early stages of the 

infection. 
   These agreements represent an important step in the global COVID-19 response, building on the 

groundwork Unitaid and partners of the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator’s therapeutics 
pillar have laid to ensure equitable, rapid and affordable access to new treatment options. Focused 

efforts are aimed at introducing those treatments in LMICs alongside adequate testing to realize the 
promise of test-and-treat strategies in decentralized settings… 

 
12 May 2022 
Global Fund, United States and Unitaid Launch “Test-and-Treat” Programs at Second 
Global COVID-19 Summit 
[See Milestones above for detail] 
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Vaccine Equity Cooperative [nee Initiative]   [to  14 May 2022] 

https://vaccineequitycooperative.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccination Acceptance & Demand Initiative [Sabin)  [to  14 May 2022] 

https://www.vaccineacceptance.org/ 
Announcements, Blog 

No new digest content identified. 
 

 
Vaccine Confidence Project  [to  14 May 2022] 

http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/ 
News, Research and Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
Vaccine Education Center – Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia  [to  14 May 2022] 

http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to  14 May 2022] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News. Opinion, Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
The Wistar Institute   [to  14 May 2022] 

https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
WFPHA: World Federation of Public Health Associations  [to  14 May 2022] 

https://www.wfpha.org/ 
Latest News - Blog 

Joint Statement on the Special Session of the World Health Organization Regional 
Committee for Europe [Ukraine] 

May 11, 2022 
   Joint Statement on the Special Session of the World Health Organization Regional Committee for 
EuropeThe World Federation of Public Health Associations (WFPHA), the European Public Health 
Alliance (EPHA), the European Public Health Association... 
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World Bank [to  14 May 2022] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 

Selected News, Announcements 
Menstrual Health and Hygiene 

Context Priority Areas Country Examples Resources Context Menstrual Health and Hygiene (MHH) is 
essential to the well-being and empowerment of women and adolescent girls.  On any given day, over 
800...  
Date: May 12, 2022 Type: Brief  

 
Remarks by World Bank Group President David Malpass at the 2nd Global COVID-19 

Summit 
Good morning, afternoon, and evening to colleagues around the world.   This Summit is 

timely.  COVID-19 and its consequences remain ever present.   The World Bank Group is working hard 
to...  

Date: May 12, 2022 Type: Speeches and Transcripts  
 
Responding to COVID-19 by Advancing Social Safety Nets in Liberia 
   The COVID-19 pandemic exacerbated poverty and threatened livelihoods in Liberia. The need to 

respond to this challenge spurred the expansion and digitization of the government’s ongoing cash 
transfer program. The Liberia Social Safety Nets Project launched the government’s first-ever urban 

cash transfer program. It provided emergency cash transfers for close to 15,000 households living in 
vulnerable communities in the Greater Monrovia area, which had recorded the highest number of 

COVID-19 cases in Liberia. These households received the cash transfers in their mobile wallet 
accounts. Importantly, up to 70 percent of cash recipients were women. 
Date: May 10, 2022 Type: Result Brief  
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to  14 May 2022] 

http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to  14 May 2022] 
https://www.oie.int/en/ 
Press Releases, Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to  14 May 2022] 

http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events [Selected] 
DG Okonjo-Iweala shares views with international agency heads on key issues ahead of 
MC12  
12 May 2022 
   In meetings this week with the heads of leading UN System international agencies, WTO Director-
General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala said that cooperation on trade would be critical to addressing global 

challenges such as high food prices and the ongoing pandemic and urged them to support WTO 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/water/brief/menstrual-health-and-hygiene
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/speech/2022/05/12/remarks-by-world-bank-group-president-david-malpass-at-the-2nd-global-covid-19-summit
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/speech/2022/05/12/remarks-by-world-bank-group-president-david-malpass-at-the-2nd-global-covid-19-summit
http://www.worldbank.org/en/results/2022/05/10/afw-responding-to-covid-19-by-advancing-social-safety-nets-in-liberia
http://www.wcoomd.org/
https://www.oie.int/en/
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news22_e/dgno_13may22_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news22_e/dgno_13may22_e.htm


members’ efforts to deliver results at the upcoming 12th Ministerial Conference (MC12), to be held 
between 12-15 June 2022 in Geneva.  

 
WTO Members welcome Quad document as basis for text-based negotiations on pandemic 

IP response 
10 May 2022 
[See Milestones above for detail] 
 

DG Okonjo-Iweala urges WTO members to “meet the many challenges of our time” 
9 May 2022 

Speaking to a meeting of the General Council on 9 May, WTO Director-General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala 
called on WTO members to step up efforts to deliver substantive outcomes at the organization’s 

upcoming 12th Ministerial Conference (MC12) in Geneva on 12-15 June.  
 

:::::: 
 
ARM [Alliance for Regenerative Medicine]  [to  14 May 2022] 
https://alliancerm.org/press-releases/ 

Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

BIO    [to  14 May 2022] 
https://www.bio.org/press-releases 
Press Release 
BIO Response to Second Global COVID-19 Summit  
Scientists stand ready, once again, to help world leaders increase access to critical vaccines and 
therapies  
May 12, 2022  
   The White House today hosted world leaders and key public and private sector partners at the 

second Global COVID-19 Summit, a virtual event. Following the conversation, Dr. Michelle McMurry-
Heath, President and CEO of the Biotechnology Innovation Organization (BIO), made the following 

remarks: 
   "For the last two years, the scientists within the life sciences industry have worked tirelessly to 
develop therapeutics and vaccines to fight COVID-19 and save lives. In addition to creating these 
lifesaving treatments, we have worked with key partners – including governments, NGOs, and more – 

to promote greater vaccine equity and access around the world. 
   “We have made a lot of progress in this effort. In 2021 alone, companies produced more than 11 

billion doses of COVID vaccines, enough to give two shots to every adult on the planet. We anticipate 
that number jumping to 18.6 billion by the end of this year. 

   "However, as has been made clear at today’s Second COVID-19 Summit, there is still work to be 
done to help overcome global vaccine hesitancy and to ensure countries around the globe have the 

health care infrastructure they need to get more shots in arms. 
   “BIO is encouraged by the recommitment of global leaders, including the United States, to 
strengthen COVID-19 response efforts. The scientists within the life sciences industry stand ready, 
once again, to help achieve this critical goal of increasing access to vaccines and therapeutics.” 
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DCVMN – Developing Country Vaccine Manufacturers Network  [to  14 May 2022] 
http://www.dcvmn.org/ 

News; Upcoming events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICBA – International Council of Biotechnology Associations   [to  14 May 2022] 
https://internationalbiotech.org/news/ 

News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

IFPMA   [to  14 May 2022] 
http://www.ifpma.org/resources/news-releases/ 

Selected Press Releases, Statements, Publications 
Open Letter on ACT-A Therapeutics and Ongoing Roadblocks to Enhancing Access 
10 May 2022  
[See COVID Perspectives above for detail] 
 
IFPMA statement on Quad’s Outcome Document on TRIPS 

10 May 2022  
[See COVID Perspectives above for detail] 
 

 

International Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association [IGBA] 
https://www.igbamedicines.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
International Alliance of Patients’ Organizations – IAPO  [to  14 May 2022] 

https://www.iapo.org.uk/news/topic/6  
Press and media [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
PhRMA    [to  14 May 2022] 

http://www.phrma.org/  
Latest News [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
   *  *  *  *  
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:: Organization Announcements 
:: Journal Watch 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   *  *  *  * 

 
Journal Watch 
   Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review continues its weekly scanning of key peer-reviewed 

journals to identify and cite articles, commentary and editorials, books reviews and other content 
supporting our focu-s on vaccine ethics and policy. Journal Watch is not intended to be exhaustive, but 

indicative of themes and issues the Center is actively tracking. We selectively provide full text of some 
editorial and comment articles that are specifically relevant to our work. Successful access to some of 
the links provided may require subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher.  
     If you would like to suggest other journal titles to include in this service, please contact David Curry 

at: david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org 
 

 
AJOB Empirical Bioethics 

Volume 13, 2022  Issue  2 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
AMA Journal of Ethics 

Volume 24, Number 4: E249-341  Apr 2022 
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/health-equity-us-latinx-communities 

Health Equity in US Latinx Communities  
Latinx communities in the US include over 60 million people with a plurality of political beliefs, cultural 

practices, and wealth. This diversity is also expressed in population health data: some health indicators 
suggest advantages of Latinx community membership while other data demonstrate inequitable 
disease burden and maldistribution of environmental and occupational risk. Legacies of colonial 
conquest of the Americas persist in discrimination and marginalization today and are embodied by 

members of our Latinx communities. 
 

 
American Journal of Infection Control 

April 2022  Volume 50  Issue 4  p367-476 
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 

April 2022   Volume 62  Issue 4  p473-660 
https://www.ajpmonline.org/current 

[Reviewed earlier] 
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American Journal of Public Health 
April 2022   112(52) 

http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
Supplement 2 2022 = Global Opioid Crisis 
 

 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 106 (2022): Issue 2 (Feb 2022)  

https://www.ajtmh.org/view/journals/tpmd/106/2/tpmd.106.issue-2.xml 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 
 

Annals of Internal Medicine 
March 2022  Volume 175, Issue 3 

http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal 
Volume 306  May 2022 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/306/suppl/C 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 

 
 

BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed  14 May 2022) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 

 
BMJ Global Health 

May 2022 - Volume 7 - 5 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/7/5 

[Reviewed earlier] 
 

 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed  14 May 2022) 

[No new digest content identified] 
 

  
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed  14 May 2022) 
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Continued effectiveness of COVID-19 vaccination among urban healthcare workers during 
delta variant predominance  

Data on COVID-19 vaccine effectiveness (VE) among healthcare workers (HCWs) during periods of 
delta variant predominance are limited.  
Authors: Fan-Yun Lan, Amalia Sidossis, Eirini Iliaki, Jane Buley, Neetha Nathan, Lou Ann Bruno-Murtha 
and Stefanos N. Kales  
Citation: BMC Infectious Diseases 2022 22:457  
Content type: Research Published on: 12 May 2022  

 
 

BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 

(Accessed  14 May 2022)  
[No new digest content identified] 

 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 

(Accessed  14 May 2022)  
[No new digest content identified] 

 
 

BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed  14 May 2022) 
Multi-site observational maternal and infant COVID-19 vaccine study (MOMI-vax): a study 
protocol  
Pregnant women were excluded from investigational trials of COVID-19 vaccines. Limited data are 
available to inform pregnant and postpartum women on their decisions to receive a COVID-19 vaccine.  
Authors: Flor M. Munoz, Richard H. Beigi, Christine M. Posavad, Barbra A. Richardson, Helen Y. Chu, 

Karin Bok, James Campbell, Cristina Cardemil, Emily DeFranco, Robert W. Frenck, Mamodikoe 
Makhene, Jeanna M. Piper, Jeanne Sheffield, Ashley Miller and Kathleen M. Neuzil  

Citation: BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 2022 22:402  
Content type: Study protocol Published on: 12 May 2022  
 
 

BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 

(Accessed  14 May 2022)  
COVID-19 outbreak in a state prison: a case study on the implementation of key public 

health recommendations for containment and prevention  
People incarcerated in US prisons have been disproportionately harmed by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
That prisons are such efficient superspreading environments can be attributed to several known 
factors: small, co...  
Authors: Catherine Duarte, Drew B. Cameron, Ada T. Kwan, Stefano M. Bertozzi, Brie A. Williams and 
Sandra I. McCoy  
Citation: BMC Public Health 2022 22:977  

Content type: Research Published on: 14 May 2022  
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Landscape of clinical trial activity focusing on Indigenous health in Australia: an overview 

using clinical trial registry data from 2008-2018  
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples (hereafter respectfully referred to as Indigenous 
Australians) represent about 3% of the total Australian population. Major health disparities exist 
between Indige...  
Authors: Ge Xu, Danai Modi, Kylie E. Hunter, Lisa M. Askie, Lisa M. Jamieson, Alex Brown and Anna 
Lene Seidler  

Citation: BMC Public Health 2022 22:971  
Content type: Research Published on: 14 May 2022  

 
Experience of discrimination during COVID-19 pandemic: the impact of public health 

measures and psychological distress among refugees and other migrants in Europe  
The COVID-19 pandemic has had a disproportionately hard impact on refugees and other migrants who 
are often exposed to the virus with limited means to protect themselves. We tested the hypothesis that 
during t...  
Authors: Mattia Marchi, Federica Maria Magarini, Antonio Chiarenza, Gian Maria Galeazzi, Virginia 
Paloma, Rocío Garrido, Elisabeth Ioannidi, Katerina Vassilikou, Margarida Gaspar de Matos, Tania 

Gaspar, Fabio Botelho Guedes, Nina Langer Primdahl, Morten Skovdal, Rebecca Murphy, Natalie 
Durbeej, Fatumo Osman…  

Citation: BMC Public Health 2022 22:942  
Content type: Research Published on: 11 May 2022  

 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed  14 May 2022) 
[No new digest content identified] 

 
 

BMJ Evidence-Based Medicine 
April 2022 - Volume 27 - 2 

https://ebm.bmj.com/content/27/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 
 
BMJ Open 
April 2022 - Volume 12 - 4 
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/12/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 
 

Bulletin of the World Health Organization   
Volume 100(5);  2022 May 1 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/issues/406286/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Cell 
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Halyna R Shcherbata 
   The Invasion of Ukraine prompts us to support our Ukranian colleagues but also to keep open 

communication with the Russian scientists who oppose the war. 
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   Pathogenic enteric viruses are a major cause of morbidity and mortality, particularly among children 
in developing countries. In this review, Mucida and colleagues discuss natural and vaccine-acquired 

immunity to enteric viruses, highlighting specialized features of the intestinal immune system. A deeper 
mechanistic understanding of enteric anti-viral immunity can lead to better vaccines for existing and 

emerging viruses. 
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Comment 
Offline: Bill Gates and the fate of WHO 

Richard Horton 
On the same day that Gates made his pitch, WHO published a white paper on Strengthening the Global 
Architecture for Health Emergency Preparedness, Response, and Resilience. It was timed to provoke 
debate in advance of the World Health Assembly later this month. WHO has reviewed over 300 

recommendations made by recent international commissions and panels, synthesising their ideas into 
ten proposals. WHO suggests the formation of a Global Health Emergency Council, led by heads of 

state, to “break the cycle of panic and neglect that has characterized the response to previous global 
health emergencies”. The agency recommends revision of the International Health Regulations, 

stronger independent monitoring of national preparedness programmes, formation of a new global 
health emergency workforce (akin to GERM, but without decision-making power), and the creation of 

new financing instruments. These are important reforms that deserve support. But there is one 
assumption threaded through the white paper that should be subject to scrutiny—the idea that WHO 
itself should be at “the centre” of emergency preparedness. The existential anxiety within WHO is 
palpable. Repeated warnings about duplication and competition are designed to dissuade member 
states from “creating a parallel structure, which could lead to further fragmentation”. For example, 

according to WHO, the Global Health Emergency Council should be aligned (read subservient) to the 
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constitution and governance of WHO and be supported (read controlled) by WHO's Secretariat in 
Geneva. A new Standing Committee on Health Emergencies to complement the work of the Council 

would exist only as a subcommittee of WHO's Executive Board. WHO concludes, “Finally, it is clear that 
at the heart of the HEPR [health emergency preparedness and response] architecture, the world needs 

a strengthened WHO, with the authority, financing and accountability to effectively fulfil its unique 
mandate as the directing and coordinating authority on international health work.” WHO's white paper 
is an ambitious land grab for power. 
 

On the same day that Gates made his pitch, WHO published a white paper on Strengthening the Global 
Architecture for Health Emergency Preparedness, Response, and Resilience. It was timed to provoke 

debate in advance of the World Health Assembly later this month. WHO has reviewed over 300 
recommendations made by recent international commissions and panels, synthesising their ideas into 

ten proposals. WHO suggests the formation of a Global Health Emergency Council, led by heads of 
state, to “break the cycle of panic and neglect that has characterized the response to previous global 

health emergencies”. The agency recommends revision of the International Health Regulations, 
stronger independent monitoring of national preparedness programmes, formation of a new global 
health emergency workforce (akin to GERM, but without decision-making power), and the creation of 
new financing instruments. These are important reforms that deserve support. But there is one 

assumption threaded through the white paper that should be subject to scrutiny—the idea that WHO 
itself should be at “the centre” of emergency preparedness. The existential anxiety within WHO is 

palpable. Repeated warnings about duplication and competition are designed to dissuade member 
states from “creating a parallel structure, which could lead to further fragmentation”. For example, 

according to WHO, the Global Health Emergency Council should be aligned (read subservient) to the 
constitution and governance of WHO and be supported (read controlled) by WHO's Secretariat in 
Geneva. A new Standing Committee on Health Emergencies to complement the work of the Council 
would exist only as a subcommittee of WHO's Executive Board. WHO concludes, “Finally, it is clear that 
at the heart of the HEPR [health emergency preparedness and response] architecture, the world needs 
a strengthened WHO, with the authority, financing and accountability to effectively fulfil its unique 

mandate as the directing and coordinating authority on international health work.” WHO's white paper 
is an ambitious land grab for power. 

 
Neither Gates nor WHO seem to understand the nature or true scale of this pandemic. First, SARS-CoV-

2 thrived on inequality. There is no serious discussion about the way this virus exploited deep 
disparities across societies and why attacking these disparities must be part of preparedness planning. 
Second, COVID-19 is a disease that normalised inequity—for testing, vaccines, and now antivirals. 
There is no sense of urgency to advance equity. And third, COVID-19 is a zoonotic disease. There is no 
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