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UN Economic and Social Council Opens Multi-Stakeholder Forum amid Calls for Vaccine 

Equity, Efforts to Close Yawning Digital Gulf between Haves, Have-Nots 
5 May 2022  
ECOSOC/7082 
The COVID-19 pandemic and emergence of variant viral strains underscore the importance of science, 

technology and innovation for the recovery and development of global populations, speakers said today 
as the Economic and Social Council opened its two-day forum on the topic amid calls to urgently 

address the widening digital gulf between developed and developing countries. 
 

Opening the forum, Collen Vixen Kelapile (Botswana), President of the Economic and Social Council, 
stressed that science, technology and innovation can be a source of awe — but also fear.  This year’s 

seventh Multi-stakeholder Forum on Science, Technology and Innovation for the Sustainable 
Development Goals aims to alleviate fear, and instead harness that power for sustainable 
development.  Noting a plethora of images in the media of the world’s natural disasters, famine, war 
and societal divides, he said it is particularly easy for young people to feel powerless. 

 
Citing the fear of vaccines and frustration with the perceived unreliability of science, he noted the need 

to build trust in research, with Governments showing that they are listening to their citizens and 
addressing issues such as misinformation, potential and limits of artificial intelligence, and questions 

regarding privacy and access to data. 
 
“We need to ensure checks and balances and consider suitable governance mechanisms around these 
issues,” he stressed.  It is also crucial to increase the participation of women and girls in science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics, as historically, they make up only about a third of that 
workforce.  “Every girl around the world should be able to find a suitable role model in these fields, 

whether she be a local schoolteacher or a Nobel laureate,” he said… 
 

::::::  
::::::  

 
Covid - Excess Deaths 
 
14.9 million excess deaths associated with the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 and 2021 - 

WHO  
News release    
5 May 2022  
New estimates from the World Health Organization (WHO) show that the full death toll associated 

directly or indirectly with the COVID-19 pandemic (described as “excess mortality”) between 1 January 
2020 and 31 December 2021 was approximately 14.9 million (range 13.3 million to 16.6 million).   

 
“These sobering data not only point to the impact of the pandemic but also to the need for 
all countries to invest in more resilient health systems that can sustain essential health 
services during crises, including stronger health information systems,” said Dr Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General. “WHO is committed to working with all countries to strengthen 

their health information systems to generate better data for better decisions and better outcomes.” 

https://www.un.org/press/en/2022/ecosoc7082.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/press/en/2022/ecosoc7082.doc.htm
file:///C:/Users/david/Dropbox/CVEP%20-%20Vax%20Week/14.9%20million%20excess%20deaths%20associated%20with%20the%20COVID-19%20pandemic%20in%202020%20and%202021


 
Excess mortality is calculated as the difference between the number of deaths that have occurred and 

the number that would be expected in the absence of the pandemic based on data from earlier years.  
 

Excess mortality includes deaths associated with COVID-19 directly (due to the disease) or 
indirectly (due to the pandemic’s impact on health systems and society). Deaths linked 
indirectly to COVID-19 are attributable to other health conditions for which people were unable to 
access prevention and treatment because health systems were overburdened by the pandemic. The 

estimated number of excess deaths can be influenced also by deaths averted during the pandemic due 
to lower risks of certain events, like motor-vehicle accidents or occupational injuries.  

 
Most of the excess deaths (84%) are concentrated in South-East Asia, Europe, and the 

Americas. Some 68% of excess deaths are concentrated in just 10 countries globally. 
Middle-income countries account for 81% of the 14.9 million excess deaths (53% in lower-middle-

income countries and 28% in upper-middle-income countries) over the 24-month period, with high-
income and low-income countries each accounting for 15% and 4%, respectively.  
 
The estimates for a 24-month period (2020 and 2021) include a breakdown of excess mortality by age 

and sex. They confirm that the global death toll was higher for men than for women (57% 
male, 43% female) and higher among older adults. The absolute count of the excess deaths is 

affected by the population size. The number of excess deaths per 100,000 gives a more objective 
picture of the pandemic than reported COVID-19 mortality data. 

 
“Measurement of excess mortality is an essential component to understand the impact of the 
pandemic. Shifts in mortality trends provide decision-makers information to guide policies to reduce 
mortality and effectively prevent future crises. Because of limited investments in data systems in 
many countries, the true extent of excess mortality often remains hidden,” said Dr Samira 
Asma, Assistant Director-General for Data, Analytics and Delivery at WHO. “These new estimates use 

the best available data and have been produced using a robust methodology and a completely 
transparent approach.” 

 
“Data is the foundation of our work every day to promote health, keep the world safe, and serve the 

vulnerable. We know where the data gaps are, and we must collectively intensify our support to 
countries, so that every country has the capability to track outbreaks in real-time, ensure delivery of 
essential health services, and safeguard population health,” said Dr Ibrahima Socé Fall, Assistant 
Director-General for Emergency Response.  

 
The production of these estimates is a result of a global collaboration supported by the work of the 

Technical Advisory Group for COVID-19 Mortality Assessment and country consultations. .. 
 

::::::  
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CEPI 
 
Independent External Review of CEPI’s COVID-19 Vaccine Development Agreements 
Published 

05 May 2022 

https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/WHO-2019-nCoV-EHS_continuity-survey-2022.1
https://www.who.int/data/technical-advisory-group/covid-19--mortality-assessment/membership
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/independent-external-review-of-cepis-covid-19-vaccine-development-agreements-published/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/independent-external-review-of-cepis-covid-19-vaccine-development-agreements-published/


…Despite the efforts of CEPI, our COVAX partners, and many other governments and agencies, the 
global inequity in vaccine distribution remains stark. Seventeen months after the first doses of vaccine 

were deployed, only about 16% of people living in low-income countries have received at least one 
dose, compared to 65% of the world’s population as a whole. Even though supplies of vaccines for 

LMICs have ramped up in recent months, this situation remains wholly unacceptable in human, 
epidemiological, and economic terms. It is therefore incumbent upon all of those involved in 
responding to COVID-19 to reflect upon the roles we have played so far so we can identify areas of 
improvement that can help hasten the end of this pandemic and leave the world better prepared for 

the emergence of the next ‘Disease X’ – an emerging pathogen with epidemic or pandemic potential. 
 

Following advice from the CEPI Board’s Equitable Access Committee (EAC), which provides the 
Secretariat with strategic guidance on access, CEPI commissioned an independent external review of 

how equitable access has been achieved through our COVID-19 vaccine development agreements. 
 

The review was carried out by the University of Georgetown’s O’Neill Institute for National & Global 
Health Law and aimed to generate learnings about how CEPI performed against its mission on 
equitable access; and how these learnings can contribute to enhancing CEPI’s agreements in future. 
We are publishing the review’s final report today so that our stakeholders, investors and partners can 

review the findings and recommendations. 
 

::::::  
 

REPORT - EQUITABLE ACCESS REVIEW OF CEPI’S COVID-19 VACCINE DEVELOPMENT 
AGREEMENTS 
O’Neill Institute for National & Global Health Law, University of Georgetown 
May 2022 :: 28 pages 
University of Georgetown’s O’Neill Institute for National & Global Health Law 
KEY FINDINGS 
CEPI’S STRONG COMMITMENT TO EQUITABLE ACCESS 
   CEPI maintains a nuanced, robust commitment to equitable access, a commitment that manifested 

over the course of the COVID-19 pandemic, although necessarily adapted to a context in which it 
worked with, and alongside, international partners and commercial partners of varying size, capital, 

and governance structure; did so on accelerated schedules; and, faced significant competition from 
government funders seeking or requiring bilateral arrangements.  
 
THE CRITICAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CEPI’S EQUITABLE ACCESS COMMITTEE AND SECRETARIAT 

STAFF 
   This commitment is explained by multiple factors, including a focused and efficient governance 

relationship between the CEO, the Secretariat Staff, and the CEPI Board’s Equitable Access Committee.  
 

CEPI’S LEADERSHIP IN COVAX AND ACCESS TO THE OXFORD/ASTRAZENECA VACCINE 
   CEPI’s most visible and measurable success, other than its leadership in establishing COVAX, is its 

role in facilitating global access to ChAdOx1 nCoV-19 (the “Oxford/AstraZeneca” vaccine, “Vaxzevria”, 
“Covishield”, AZD1222, among other trade and regulatory classifications). That vaccine has reached 
more people, and saved more lives, than any other.  
 
CEPI’S MOST SUCCESSFUL AGREEMENTS WERE WITH SMALLER AND NEWER COMPANIES AND 

UNIVERSITIES 

https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations
https://cepi.net/tenders/?learn-more-7119=7
https://cepi.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Enabling-equitable-access-to-COVID19-vaccines-v8-14-February-2022.pdf
https://cepi.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/EQUITABLE-ACCESS-REVIEW-OF-CEPIS-COVID-19-VACCINE-DEVELOPMENT-AGREEMENTS_Final_April-2022.pdf?swcfpc=1
https://cepi.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/EQUITABLE-ACCESS-REVIEW-OF-CEPIS-COVID-19-VACCINE-DEVELOPMENT-AGREEMENTS_Final_April-2022.pdf?swcfpc=1


   With respect to its COVID-19 vaccine development, scale-up of manufacturing, and vaccine supply 
agreements, CEPI enjoyed the most favorable equitable access terms with newer and smaller 

biotechnology companies, including manufacturers, and universities. 
 

COMPETITION FOR DISEASE X PLATFORMS, A FOCUS OF CEPI 2.0, WILL BE FIERCE AND CEPI WILL 
NEED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE WIDER BIOMEDICAL INNOVATION ECOSYSTEM TO ENABLE 
EQUITABLE ACCESS TO THOSE PLATFORMS 
   Disease X platforms that represent a priority for CEPI 2.0 planning, also represent complex and 

competitive assets where CEPI’s appeal as an investor will depend on multiple factors in the biomedical 
innovation ecosystem  

 
CEPI SHOULD REVIEW COMMERCIAL BENEFITS 

   Related to competitiveness for Disease X technologies, CEPI’s approach to sharing commercial 
benefits should be comprehensively reviewed. 

 
BASED ON REVIEWS OF 28 AGREEMENTS COVERING 17 PARTNERS AND INTERVIEWS WITH CEPI 
STAFF AND EQUITABLE ACCESS COMMITTEE MEMBERS, THE FOLLOWING SPECIFIC AGREEMENT 
PROVISIONS ARE RECOMMENDED:  

- more frequent and robust monitoring of equitable access commitments at the JMAG level including 
a JMAG member specifically charged with addressing equitable access in JMAG meetings;  

- consideration of the appointment of a civil society representative and/or another LMIC 
representative to the Equitable Access Committee;  

- the designation of a CEPI “open access officer” or enhanced auditing and monitoring of partners’ 
open access obligations;  

- consistent dispute resolution clauses;  
- appropriate conditions or rights to information as to partners’ dealings with third parties;  
- the development and recommended/required use of template third-party or subawardee equitable 

access clauses;  

- adaptation of force majeure clauses; and, 
- adaptation of the CEPI Equitable Access Dashboard into a checklist for both the CEPI Equitable 

Access Committee and CEPI Secretariat staff  
 

CEPI SHOULD REFLECT AND CONSTRUCT ITS ROLE IN THE GLOBAL HEALTH GOVERNANCE 
COMMUNITY 
   CEPI’s 2.0 role will unfold in the context of multiple private- , public- and international organizational- 
partners and CEPI should undertake a comprehensive review of how that context will affect its 

planning. 
comprehensive review of how that context will affect its planning. 
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Second Global Covid-19 Summit 
12 May 2022 - United States, Belize, Germany, Indonesia, and Senegal 
 

Global Consortium of Leading Health Organizations Urges Shifts for Sustainable Post-
Omicron Covid-19 Strategy 

Apr 28 2022 
Prioritize country-led efforts to vaccinate the most vulnerable, build resilient health systems 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/04/18/joint-statement-between-the-united-states-belize-germany-indonesia-and-senegal-on-the-announcement-of-the-second-global-covid-19-summit/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/global-consortium-of-leading-health-organizations-urges-shifts-for-sustainable-post-omicron-covid-19-strategy/
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/news/global-consortium-of-leading-health-organizations-urges-shifts-for-sustainable-post-omicron-covid-19-strategy/


 
Durham, NC — Eleven leading health organizations from around the world released a joint declaration 

today highlighting urgent, actionable priorities to update the post-Omicron Covid-19 strategy for a 
more equitable and effective global pandemic response. These recommendations set clear 

expectations for global leaders coming together on May 12 for the Second Global Covid-19 
Summit. 
 
Covid GAP and Pandemic Action Network co-hosted a joint virtual convening, Global Call to Action: End 

the Covid-19 Crisis and Prevent the Next Pandemic, on March 29 along with Africa CDC; African 
Population and Health Research Center; Amref Health Africa; Andean Health Organization; Center for 

Indonesia’s Strategic Development Initiatives; College of Medicine, University of Ibadan; School of 
Public Health, Cayetano Heredia University; ONE Campaign; and WACI Health. The convening and 

report were supported by The Rockefeller Foundation and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. 
 

The joint report, Seizing the Moment: Global Action to End the Covid-19 Crisis and Prevent the Next 
Pandemic, synthesizes the perspectives of diverse speakers — who were joined by over 400 
participants from around the world — to identify top priorities to meet global needs at this stage of the 
pandemic and to build stronger, more resilient, and equitable systems for the future. 

 
“The post-Omicron global strategy must evolve, and requires global solidarity, 

coordination, and commitment to address short- and long-term imperatives,” the report 
notes. “We can and must shift from an emergency crisis response to a strategy of 

sustainable pandemic control that strengthens resilient health systems and future preparedness.” 
 
The report calls for four specific high-priority actions: 
.01 Accelerate equitable access to and acceptance of vaccines, diagnostics, and 
therapeutics.  
The next phase of Covid-19 response requires accelerating vaccination — translating growing vaccine 

supply into shots in arms. Efforts must immediately prioritize fully vaccinating (including boosters) the 
most vulnerable and high-risk populations, including the elderly and health and other essential workers, 

to save the most lives, most quickly, as part of efforts to expand vaccination coverage. To complement 
vaccination, leaders must ensure equitable access to oral antivirals and diagnostics and prioritize the 

expansion of test-and-treat capabilities, particularly in low- and middle-income countries. 
 

.02  Support country-led and community-driven goals and priorities, with global support 
strengthening national and regional systems and advancing equity. Global systems and 

coordination remain important, but global efforts should support national and regional goals and 
priorities, applying lessons from the past two years. Putting more power, authority, and design in the 

hands of communities will empower a more effective and equitable response — for Covid-19 and future 
health emergencies. 

 
.03  Build and invest now to pandemic proof the future for everyone, everywhere. 
Global leaders must continue to fight the current threat while simultaneously investing in systems and 
structures to be prepared for the next global health emergency. This will require urgently mobilizing 

new and diversified funding. The world also needs stronger, more robust and equitable health systems 
everywhere to respond to health security crises and other population health needs. 

 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/04/18/joint-statement-between-the-united-states-belize-germany-indonesia-and-senegal-on-the-announcement-of-the-second-global-covid-19-summit/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/04/18/joint-statement-between-the-united-states-belize-germany-indonesia-and-senegal-on-the-announcement-of-the-second-global-covid-19-summit/
https://covid19gap.org/
https://www.pandemicactionnetwork.org/
https://covid19gap.org/news/events
https://covid19gap.org/news/events
https://covid19gap.org/assets/publications/Seizing-the-Moment-Global-Action-to-End-the-COVID-19-Crisis-and-Prevent-the-Next-Pandemic.pdf
https://covid19gap.org/assets/publications/Seizing-the-Moment-Global-Action-to-End-the-COVID-19-Crisis-and-Prevent-the-Next-Pandemic.pdf


.04  Drive accountability at all levels and commit to global solidarity. 
Leaders must be accountable for taking action — at all levels. But to drive accountability, governments 

and health institutions must disclose easy-to-access data and information, so the public can understand 
what is happening and follow up when leaders are falling behind. 

 
The report further notes, “Above all, we must start thinking of the world as one. The Covid-19 
pandemic continues to make clear that the health, well-being, and livelihoods of people around the 
world are interlinked.” 

 
This consortium of global organizations will continue to collaborate to increase accountability for action 

and progress from key public and private stakeholders around the world… 
 

::::::  
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WTO - COVID Vaccinees IP Waiver 
 
Quad’s outcome document on IP COVID-19 response made public 

3 May 2022 
WTO Director-General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala put forward on 3 May the outcome document that 
emerged from the informal process conducted with the Quad (the European Union, India, South Africa 
and the United States) for an intellectual property response to COVID-19.  

The proposal was immediately shared by the new chair of the Council for Trade-Related Aspects of 
Intellectual Property Rights, Ambassador Lansana Gberie of Sierra Leone, with the full membership, 
after an informal meeting of the Council held this morning where he introduced the highlights of the 

text. 

After an impasse of more than one year in the TRIPS Council, DG Okonjo-Iweala, working 
with Deputy Director-General Anabel González, supported an informal group of ministers 
to come together around what could be a meaningful proposal, without prejudice to their 
respective positions, that could provide a platform to be built upon by the membership. 

In their discussions, the Quad adopted a problem-solving  approach aimed at identifying practical ways 

of clarifying, streamlining and simplifying how governments can override patent rights, 
under certain conditions, to enable diversification of production of COVID-19 vaccines. The 

proposal will now go for consideration of the 164 WTO members. 

::::::  

 
TRIPS Council hears initial reactions to Quad’s outcome document on IP COVID-19 

response 
6 May 2022 

At a meeting of the Council for Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) on 6 May, 
WTO members discussed the outcome document that has recently emerged from the informal process 
conducted with the Quad (the European Union, India, South Africa and the United States) for an 
intellectual property (IP) response to COVID-19. Members also adopted the oral status report that will 
be submitted by the chair of the TRIPS Council, Ambassador Lansana Gberie of Sierra Leone, to the 

https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news22_e/trip_03may22_e.htm
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/IP/C/W688.pdf&Open=True
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news22_e/trip_06may22_e.htm
https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news22_e/trip_06may22_e.htm


General Council scheduled for 9-10 May.  
 
…At the meeting, delegations took the floor to welcome the proposal as a positive development and 
thanked DG Okonjo-Iweala and DDG González as well as the four members of the Quad for their 

efforts in trying to find a way forward in this process. The majority of delegations said they 
needed more time to review the document internally before they could engage in a 
substantive discussion. The chair said he will hold further consultations in different configurations 
after the General Council meeting on 9-10 May on how to structure substantive discussions going 

forward.   
 

While acknowledging that the proposal sets a solid basis for further discussion and could lead to a 
long-awaited and urgently needed outcome, some delegations noted that further engagement is 

needed to assess specific issues that remain in brackets in the outcome document. These members 
mentioned the eligibility threshold for developing members who have exported more than 

10 per cent of world vaccine doses in 2021 and the issuing of a single authorization for 
eligible members to use the subject matter of multiple patents necessary for the 
production or supply of a COVID-19 vaccine as elements of the proposal that would require 
further discussion.  

 
Some members also noted that clear reference should be made to ensuring that a potential future 

arrangement shall apply without prejudice to existing flexibilities under the TRIPS Agreement. The 
chair encouraged delegations to prepare for the upcoming discussions with a constructive and 

pragmatic attitude, particularly given the few weeks remaining before the 12th Ministerial Conference 
(MC12), to be held in Geneva on 12-15 June. He also asked members to reflect upon the fact that they 
have come a long way in a process that started in October 2020 and that only now has produced a text 
around which serious discussions, consultations and even negotiations can be held… 
 
Members adopted the oral status report that will be submitted by Ambassador Gberie to 

the General Council. The text provides a factual overview of discussions held at the TRIPS Council 
since October 2020, both on the proposal by India and South Africa (IP/C/W/669/Rev.1) requesting a 

waiver from certain provisions of the TRIPS Agreement for the prevention, containment and treatment 
of COVID-19 and the proposal by the European Union (IP/C/W/681) for a draft General Council 

declaration on the TRIPS Agreement and Public Health in the circumstances of a pandemic.     
  
The report incorporates a reference to the communication containing the outcome of the informal Quad 
discussions, which was circulated in document IP/C/W/688 for discussion in the TRIPS Council.  

 
This means that the TRIPS Council has not yet completed its consideration of the revised 

waiver request and will therefore continue its consideration and report back to the General Council 
as stipulated in Article IX:3 of the Marrakesh Agreement. In addition, the TRIPS Council will also 

continue in the same manner its consideration of the other related proposals by members. 
  

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/IP/C/W669R1.pdf&Open=True
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/IP/C/W681.pdf&Open=True
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/IP/C/W688.pdf&Open=True
https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/ai17_e/wto_agree_art9_jur.pdf


::::::  
 

WTO Proposal - WTO IP/C/W/688 :: TRIPS COVID-19  03 May 2022 

 

https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/SS/directdoc.aspx?filename=q:/IP/C/W688.pdf&Open=True
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ICBA Statement on Tabled WTO TRIPS Waiver Text  
International Council of Biotechnology Associations (ICBA) 
[Undated]  

https://internationalbiotech.org/icba-statement-on-tabled-wto-trips-waiver-text/


 Steve Bates, Chair of ICBA said “Now that the text is open to public scrutiny after its formal proposal 
by the WTO Director-General, it is clear that what is proposed would do nothing to solve any 

of the challenges we face in 2022 and will only make it far harder for small companies 
pioneering in this space to develop future innovative solutions. A waiver of intellectual 

property rights for COVID vaccines would, if agreed, have a chilling impact on future equity 
investments into the small companies that have been at the heart of the solutions to COVID-19.” 
 
“Small biotechs throughout ICBA member countries all depend on their intellectual property to deliver 

key innovations that underpin the current generation of COVID -19 vaccines. Alongside successful 
COVID vaccines, tests and therapeutics are many, many companies in our community that invested 

heavily but failed to make breakthroughs. This proposal directly threatens this innovative 
ecosystem’s ability to attract the capital needed to develop next generation of vaccines 

whilst doing nothing to solve the access challenges we have in 2022.”   
 

“The proposal misguidedly casts IP as a barrier to COVID-19 vaccine access and 
distribution despite there already being an oversupply of COVID-19 vaccines in the developing world. 
COVID diagnostic testing rates are declining globally despite increased availability of affordable, 
accurate tests. And COVID therapeutics are already widely licensed to low-cost manufacturers in the 

global south. Weakening IP rights does nothing to combat stubbornly low vaccination rates in many 
developing countries, nor will it facilitate the distribution of these products to people around the world 

who most need them.” 
 

“The most urgent tasks now involve improving vaccine utilization, healthcare 
infrastructure, distribution, and addressing vaccine hesitancy in the developing world. It is 
disappointing that the WTO, instead of tackling these real challenges, continues to debate a false 
solution that would only prove harmful in the future.” 
 
:::::: 

:::::: 
:::::: 

 

Coronavirus [COVID-19] - WHO 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019  
 
Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates  
Last update: 29 Apr 2022 
Confirmed cases ::     513 955 910 

Confirmed deaths ::         6 249 700 
Vaccine doses administered:  11 562 157 794 

 
:::::: 

 
Weekly epidemiological update on COVID-19 - 4 May 2022  
Overview  
   Globally, the number of new COVID-19 cases and deaths has continued to decline since the end of 

March 2022. 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---4-may-2022
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---4-may-2022


   During the week of 25 April through 1 May 2022, over 3.8 million cases and over 15 000 deaths were 
reported, decreases of 17% and 3% respectively, as compared to the previous week. However, an 

increase in the number of new weekly cases was reported from the African Region (+31%) and the 
Region of the Americas (+13%), and the number of new weekly deaths increased in the South-East 

Asia Region (+69%) largely due to a delay in the reporting of deaths from India. 
   As of 1 May 2022, over 500 million confirmed cases and over six million deaths have been reported 
globally. 
   In this edition, we provide updates on circulating SARS-CoV-2 variants of concern (VOCs). 

 

 
 

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Status of COVID-19 Vaccines within WHO EUL/PQ evaluation process 02 April 2022 

[New additions; Full scale view available at title link above] 
[Updated on  02 Apr 2022] 

:::::: 
 

COVID Vaccines/Therapeutics - Developer/Manufacturer Announcements  
[Selected press releases/announcements from organizations from WHO EUL/PQ listing above and other 
organizations] 
 
AstraZeneca 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
  

Bharat Biotech  
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj69NvWpojvAhXORTABHU7pCfEQFjAAegQIAxAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fextranet.who.int%2Fpqweb%2Fkey-resources%2Fdocuments%2Fstatus-covid-19-vaccines-within-who-eulpq-evaluation-process&usg=AOvVaw2ZuZgAiQ_JV1xYYPsr0GGJ
https://www.astrazeneca.com/media-centre/press-releases.html
https://www.bharatbiotech.com/press_releases.html


 
BioCubaFarma – Cuba 

Últimas Noticias  - Website not leading at inquiry 
 

Biological E  
News   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Biontech 

Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified   
CanSinoBIO 

News - Website not responding at inquiry 
 

CIGB 
Latest News    

Purity and efficacy of Mambisa, the first anti-covid nasal vaccine (Part II) 
Interview 
06 de mayo de 2022 
 

Cinagen 
Recent News   - No new digest announcements identified   
  
Clover Biopharmaceuticals - China 

News   
May 5, 2022   
Clover’s Bivalent COVID-19 Vaccine Candidate Demonstrates Broad Neutralization Against 
Omicron and Other Variants of Concern 
-- Bivalent candidate (Prototype + Omicron) demonstrates broad neutralization against Omicron and all 
VoCs in both primary vaccination and booster settings in preclinical study  

-- Potential to pursue licensure pathway based on immuno-bridging to prototype vaccine candidate 
SCB-2019 (CpG 1018/Alum) which utilizes the validated Trimer-Tag™ technology platform  

 
Curevac  [Bayer Ag – Germany] 

News   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Gamaleya National Center 
Latest News and Events - See Russia below. 
 
IMBCAMS, China 

Home  - Website not responding at inquiry   
 

Janssen/JNJ 
Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Medicago 
Media   
May 5, 2022  
Medicago announces publication of Phase 3 COVID-19 vaccine study results in New 

England Journal of Medicine  

https://www.astrazeneca.com/content/astraz/media-centre/press-releases/2021/astrazeneca-360m-irish-manufacturing-investment.html
https://www.astrazeneca.com/content/astraz/media-centre/press-releases/2021/astrazeneca-360m-irish-manufacturing-investment.html
https://www.biocubafarma.cu/noticias/noticias.php?TOp=2
https://www.biologicale.com/news.html
https://investors.biontech.de/press-releases
http://116.255.206.169:8080/html/1/179/180/index.html
https://www.cigb.edu.cu/en/home/
https://www.cigb.edu.cu/en/news/purity-and-efficacy-of-mambisa-the-first-anti-covid-nasal-vaccine-part-ii/
https://www.cinnagen.com/
https://www.cloverbiopharma.com/news.html
https://ir.cloverbiopharma.com/news-releases/news-release-details/clovers-bivalent-covid-19-vaccine-candidate-demonstrates-broad
https://ir.cloverbiopharma.com/news-releases/news-release-details/clovers-bivalent-covid-19-vaccine-candidate-demonstrates-broad
https://www.curevac.com/en/newsroom/news/
https://gamaleya.org/en/news/poslednie-novosti-i-sobytiya/
https://www.imbcams.ac.cn/Category_2142/Index.aspx
https://www.janssen.com/news
https://medicago.com/en/media/
https://medicago.com/en/press-release/medicago-announces-publication-of-phase-3-covid-19-vaccine-study-results-in-new-england-journal-of-medicine/
https://medicago.com/en/press-release/medicago-announces-publication-of-phase-3-covid-19-vaccine-study-results-in-new-england-journal-of-medicine/


Study results were included in the submission to Health Canada leading to Notice of Compliance 
 
Moderna 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Nanogen 
News   - No new digest announcements identified   
 

Novavax 
Press Releases  
May 6, 2022 
Statement 
Novavax Submits Variations to Expand Australian and New Zealand Provisional Approval of 
Nuvaxovid™ COVID-19 Vaccine to Adolescents aged 12 Through 17 Years 

 
May 6, 2022 
Statement 
Novavax’ COVID-19 Vaccine Nuvaxovid™ Arrives in Singapore 

 
May 4, 2022 

Statement 
Novavax Requests Expanded Authorization of Nuvaxovid™ COVID-19 Vaccine to 

Adolescents Aged 12 through 17 Years in Great Britain* 
 
Pfizer 
Recent Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
R-Pharm 

https://rpharm-us.com/index.php 
[No news or media page identified] 
 
Sanofi Pasteur 

Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Serum Institute of India 
NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Shifa Pharmed [Iran] 

http://shafapharmed.com/ 
No news page identified. 
 
Sinopharm/WIBPBIBP 

News  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Sinovac 
Press Releases   
China NMPA approved SINOVAC Omicron-specific vaccine for clinical trial  

2022/04/26 

https://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases
https://nanogenpharma.com/news
https://ir.novavax.com/press-releases
https://ir.novavax.com/Novavax-Submits-Variations-to-Expand-Australian-and-New-Zealand-Provisional-Approval-of-Nuvaxovid-TM-COVID-19-Vaccine-to-Adolescents-aged-12-Through-17-Years
https://ir.novavax.com/Novavax-Submits-Variations-to-Expand-Australian-and-New-Zealand-Provisional-Approval-of-Nuvaxovid-TM-COVID-19-Vaccine-to-Adolescents-aged-12-Through-17-Years
https://ir.novavax.com/Novavax-COVID-19-Vaccine-Nuvaxovid-TM-Arrives-in-Singapore
https://ir.novavax.com/Novavax-Requests-Expanded-Authorization-of-Nuvaxovid-TM-COVID-19-Vaccine-to-Adolescents-Aged-12-through-17-Years-in-Great-Britain
https://ir.novavax.com/Novavax-Requests-Expanded-Authorization-of-Nuvaxovid-TM-COVID-19-Vaccine-to-Adolescents-Aged-12-through-17-Years-in-Great-Britain
https://www.pfizer.com/news
https://rpharm-us.com/index.php
https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2022
https://www.seruminstitute.com/
http://shafapharmed.com/
http://www.sinopharm.com/en/g1363/m4173.aspx
http://www.sinovac.com/news/news.php?class2=154&lang=en
http://www.sinovac.com/news/shownews.php?id=1452&lang=en


 
Vector State Research Centre of Viralogy and Biotechnology 

Home   - No new digest announcements identified  [404 error] 
 
WestVac Biopharma  
Media   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Zhifei Longcom, China 

[Anhui Zhifei Longcom Biologic Pharmacy Co., Ltd.] 

[No website identified] 
 
::::::  

 
GSK 

Press releases for media  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Merck 
News releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Novartis 

News  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
SK Biosciences 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Valneva 
Press Releases    
Valneva Initiates Heterologous Booster Trial of Inactivated, COVID-19 Vaccine Candidate 

   Saint-Herblain (France), May 4, 2022 – Valneva SE, a specialty vaccine company, today announced 
the initiation of a heterologous booster trial of its inactivated whole-virus COVID-19 vaccine candidate 

VLA2001. The VLA2001-307 trial will be the Company’s first clinical trial to provide booster data 
following primary vaccination with an mRNA vaccine or natural COVID-19 infection… 

 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

UNICEF COVID-19 Vaccine Market Dashboard :: Agreements Table Accessed  07 May 2022 
An overview of information collected from publicly announced bilateral and multilateral supply 
agreements [no new agreements since 3/20/2022 reported] 

 

 

http://www.istc.int/en/institute/10150
http://www.westvacpharma.com/news/new1.html
https://www.gsk.com/en-gb/media/
https://www.merck.com/media/news/
https://www.novartis.com/news/news-archive?type=media_release
https://www.skbioscience.co.kr/en/news/news_01
https://valneva.com/media/
https://valneva.com/press-release/valneva-initiates-heterologous-booster-trial-of-inactivated-covid-19-vaccine-candidate/
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNmE0YjZiNzUtZjk2OS00ZTg4LThlMzMtNTRhNzE0NzA4YmZlIiwidCI6Ijc3NDEwMTk1LTE0ZTEtNGZiOC05MDRiLWFiMTg5MjAyMzY2NyIsImMiOjh9&pageName=ReportSectiona329b3eafd86059a947b


 
::::::  

:::::: 
 

COVID-19 Global Targets and Progress Tracker - IMF 
   The COVID-19 Global Targets and Progress Tracker presents a consolidated view of the progress 
towards global COVID-19 targets, barriers in access to COVID-19 tools, and delivery of donor pledges.  

 
 

The global targets presented in the Tracker are based on an alignment of the targets identified in the 
IMF Pandemic Proposal, ACT-A Strategic Plan & Budget, and the US-hosted Global C19 Summit, and as 

such have been reaffirmed by multilateral institutions and global leaders. We will continue to enhance 
the tracker as we improve our data collection efforts. 

 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

Global Dashboard on COVID-19 Vaccine Equity 
The Dashboard is a joint initiative of UNDP, WHO and the University of Oxford with cooperation across 

the UN system, anchored in the SDG 3 Global Action Plan for Healthy Lives and Well-being for All. 
 

Dashboard on Vaccine Equity [accessed  07 May 2022]: https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/ 
See also visualization on Vaccine Access and Vaccine Affordability 

 

https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19/COVID-19-Global-Targets-and-Progress-Tracker
https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/
https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/accessibility/
https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/affordability/


 
 
:::::: 

:::::: 
 

Global COVID-19 Access Tracker 
https://www.covid19globaltracker.org/ 

 

 
 
::::::  

:::::: 
 
Duke – Launch and Scale Speedometer 
The Race for Global COVID-19 Vaccine Equity 

   A flurry of nearly 200 COVID-19 vaccine candidates are moving forward through the development 
and clinical trials processes at unprecedented speed; more than ten candidates are already in Phase 3 

large-scale trials and several have received emergency or limited authorization. Our team has 
aggregated and analyzed publicly available data to track the flow of procurement and manufacturing 
and better understand global equity challenges. We developed a data framework of relevant variables 
and conducted desk research of publicly available information to identify COVID vaccine candidates and 

https://www.covid19globaltracker.org/
https://launchandscalefaster.org/COVID-19


status, deals and ongoing negotiations for procurement and manufacturing, COVID burden by country, 
and allocation and distribution plans. We have also conducted interviews with public officials in key 

countries to better understand the context and challenges facing vaccine allocation and distribution 
[accessed 24 July 2021] 
See our COVID Vaccine Purchases research 
See our COVID Vaccine Manufacturing research 
See our COVID Vaccine Donations & Exports research 

 

 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID Vaccines – OCHA:: HDX 

 
COVID-19 Data Explorer: Global Humanitarian Operations 

COVID-19 Vaccine Roll-out 
 07 May 2022 | COVAX (WHO,GAVI,CEPI), UNDESA, Press Reports | DATA 

Global COVID-19 Figures:  514M total confirmed cases;  6.2M total confirmed deaths 
Global vaccines administered: 11.6B   

Number of Countries: 28  

https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinepurchases
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinemanufacturing
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinedonations
https://data.humdata.org/visualization/covid19-humanitarian-operations/?layer=covid-19_vaccine_roll-out
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/covid-19-vaccine-doses-in-hrp-countries


COVAX Allocations Round 4-9 (Number of Doses): 170M   
COVAX Delivered (Number of Doses): 290M   

Other Delivered (Number of Doses): 310M   
Total Delivered (Number of Doses): 600M   

Total Administered (Number of Doses): 410M 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 

 
Multilateral Leaders Task Force on COVID-19 [IMF, World Bank Group, WHO, WTO] 

https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data 
   A global effort to help developing countries access and deliver COVID-19 vaccines, testing, and 

therapeutics, as they work to end the pandemic and boost economic recovery.  
   The International Monetary Fund, World Bank Group, World Health Organization and World Trade 

Organization have joined forces to accelerate access to COVID-19 vaccines, therapeutics and 
diagnostics by leveraging multilateral finance and trade solutions, particularly in low- and middle-
income countries.  
    Website accessed  07 May 2022: https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data  The global view below is 

complemented by country-specific dashboards here. 
 

 
 

::::::  
:::::: 
 
Our World in Data 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Vaccinations   [Accessed  07 May 2022] 
:: 65.5% of the world population has received at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. 
:: 11.64 billion doses have been administered globally, and 8.77 million are now administered each 

day.  
:: Only 15.8% of people in low-income countries have received at least one dose. 

 
 

https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data/countries
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations#what-share-of-the-population-has-received-at-least-one-dose-of-vaccine
https://ourworldindata.org/explorers/coronavirus-data-explorer?zoomToSelection=true&pickerSort=asc&pickerMetric=location&Interval=Cumulative&Relative+to+Population=false&Align+outbreaks=false&country=~OWID_WRL&Metric=Vaccine+doses
https://ourworldindata.org/explorers/coronavirus-data-explorer?zoomToSelection=true&pickerSort=asc&pickerMetric=location&Interval=7-day+rolling+average&Relative+to+Population=false&Align+outbreaks=false&country=~OWID_WRL&Metric=Vaccine+doses
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/share-people-vaccinated-covid?country=High+income~Upper+middle+income~Lower+middle+income~Low+income


 

 



:::::: 
:::::: 

 
U.S.: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  

 
HHS 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
BARDA-ASPR – U.S. Department of HHS   [to  07 May 2022] 

https://aspr.hhs.gov/newsroom/Pages/NewsRoomHome.aspx 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

:::::: 
 
FDA 
Press Announcements 
May 5, 2022 - Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: FDA Limits Use of Janssen COVID-19 
Vaccine to Certain Individuals 

    Today, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration has limited the authorized use of the Janssen COVID-
19 Vaccine to individuals 18 years of age and older for whom other authorized or approved COVID-19 

vaccines are not accessible or clinically appropriate, and to individuals 18 years of age and older who 
elect to receive the Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine because they would otherwise not receive a COVID-19 
vaccine… 
   The Fact Sheet for Healthcare Providers Administering Vaccine  now reflects the revision of the 
authorized use of the Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine and includes a warning statement at the beginning of 
the fact sheet for prominence which summarizes information on the risk for TTS. Additionally, 

information on the revision to the authorized use of the vaccine and updated information on this risk of 
blood clots with low levels of blood platelets has been added to the Fact Sheet for Recipients and 

Caregivers.   
   “We recognize that the Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine still has a role in the current pandemic response 

in the United States and across the global community. Our action reflects our updated analysis of the 
risk of TTS following administration of this vaccine and limits the use of the vaccine to certain 
individuals,” said Peter Marks, M.D., Ph.D., director of the FDA’s Center for Biologics Evaluation and 
Research. “Today’s action demonstrates the robustness of our safety surveillance systems and our 

commitment to ensuring that science and data guide our decisions. We’ve been closely monitoring the 
Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine and occurrence of TTS following its administration and have used updated 

information from our safety surveillance systems to revise the EUA. The agency will continue to 
monitor the safety of the Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine and all other vaccines, and as has been the case 

throughout the pandemic, will thoroughly evaluate new safety information.”… 
 

 
Regulatory Actions 
Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee- FDA  
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/blood-vaccines-and-other-biologics/vaccines-and-related-
biological-products-advisory-committee 

Calendar 

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/index.html
https://aspr.hhs.gov/newsroom/Pages/NewsRoomHome.aspx
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-newsroom/press-announcements
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-limits-use-janssen-covid-19-vaccine-certain-individuals
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-limits-use-janssen-covid-19-vaccine-certain-individuals
https://www.fda.gov/media/146304/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/146305/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/146305/download
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/blood-vaccines-and-other-biologics/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/blood-vaccines-and-other-biologics/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar


April 29, 2022 - Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: FDA Announces Tentative Advisory 
Committee Meeting Schedule Regarding COVID- 19 Vaccines 

Today, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration is announcing its plans to hold virtual meetings of its 
Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee (VRBPAC) in anticipation of complete 

submissions of emergency use authorization (EUA) requests in the coming months that have been 
publicly announced by COVID-19 vaccine manufacturers. 
 
It is important to note that the dates below are tentative as none of the submissions are complete. The 

agency understands the urgency to authorize a vaccine for age groups who are not currently eligible 
for vaccination and will work diligently to complete our evaluation of the data. Should any of the 

submissions be completed in a timely manner and the data support a clear path forward following our 
evaluation, the FDA will act quickly and anticipates convening the following VRBPAC meetings: 

  
On June 7, FDA intends to convene VRBPAC to discuss an EUA request for a COVID-19 

vaccine manufactured by Novavax to prevent COVID-19 in individuals 18 years of age and 
older. 
 
On June 8, 21 and 22, the FDA has held dates for the VRBPAC to meet to discuss updates 

to the Moderna and Pfizer-BioNTech EUAs for their COVID-19 vaccines to include younger 
populations. As the sponsors complete their submissions and the FDA reviews that data and 

information, it will provide additional details on scheduling of the VRBPAC meetings to discuss each 
EUA request. 

 
On June 28, the FDA plans to convene the VRBPAC to discuss whether the SARS-CoV-2 
strain composition of COVID-19 vaccines should be modified, and if so, which strain(s) 
should be selected for Fall 2022. This meeting is a follow-up to the April 6 VRBPAC meeting that 
discussed general considerations for future COVID-19 vaccine booster doses and the strain composition 
of COVID-19 vaccines to further meet public health needs.  

 
“As we continue to address the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, there are a number of 

anticipated submissions and scientific questions that will benefit from discussion with our 
advisory committee members,” said Peter Marks, M.D., Ph.D., director of the Center for Biologics 

Evaluation and Research. “We are providing a tentative schedule for discussion of these submissions, 
as these meetings will cover a number of topics that are of great interest to the general public. The 
agency is committed to a thorough and transparent process that considers the input of our 
independent advisors and provides insight into our review of the COVID-19 vaccines. We 

intend to move quickly with any authorizations that are appropriate once our work is 
completed.” 

 
Once the meeting dates are finalized, the FDA intends to make background materials available to the 

public, including the meeting agenda and committee roster, no later than two business days before 
each meeting… 

 
:::::: 
 
White House [U.S.]    [to  07 May 2022] 
Briefing Room – Selected Major COVID Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-announces-tentative-advisory-committee-meeting-schedule-regarding
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-announces-tentative-advisory-committee-meeting-schedule-regarding
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/


 
USAID [to  07 May 2022] 

https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
USAID Announces the Launch of its Updated Youth in Development Policy  
May 6, 2022 
   Today, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) launched its updated Youth in 
Development Policy with a vision of a world in which young people have agency, rights, influence, and 

opportunities to pursue their life goals, and contribute to the development of their communities. The 
Policy aims to improve youth access, increase youth participation, and strengthen youth collective 

action to bring about change. Inclusive development is at the heart of this Policy, which promotes the 
inclusion of all youth, especially those with intersecting marginalized identities, to fully participate in 

decision-making as key partners. 
 

The United States Announces Additional Humanitarian Assistance to Ukraine  
May 5, 2022 
   The United States, through the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), is providing 
nearly $387 million in additional humanitarian assistance to Ukraine amid the Russian Federation’s war 

– an unprovoked aggression that has triggered staggering displacement and humanitarian need. 
 

:::::: 
:::::: 

 
Europe: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
European Medicines Agency 
News & Press Releases        
No new digest content identified. 
 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control  

https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en 
Latest Updates [Selected]  
News 
Joint statement: Ensuring high-quality viral hepatitis care for refugees from Ukraine  
News - 3 May 2022  

 

 
Accessed  07 May 2022 

https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/may-6-2022-usaid-announces-launch-its-updated-youth-development-policy
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/may-5-2022-united-states-announces-additional-humanitarian-assistance-ukraine
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/search/search/ema_editorial_content/ema_news?sort=field_ema_computed_date_field&order=desc
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/joint-statement-ensuring-high-quality-viral-hepatitis-care-refugees-ukraine


https://vaccinetracker.ecdc.europa.eu/public/extensions/COVID-19/vaccine-tracker.html#uptake-tab 
 

:::::: 
 

European Commission  
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/home/en    
Latest  [Selected]      
Press release  5 May 2022 

Standing with Ukraine: Commission announces new aid worth €200 million for displaced 
people  

   The Commission is announcing a new aid package of €200 million to support displaced people in 
Ukraine, in the context of the International Donor's Conference convened jointly by Poland and 

Sweden. 
   

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Africa: COVID-19 – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  

https://africacdc.org/covid-19-vaccination/ 
 

 

 
::::::   
:::::: 

 
Russia: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  

 
Russia: Sputnik V – “the first registered COVID-19 vaccine”   
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/ 
Press Releases 
Latest Updates [Selected] 

https://vaccinetracker.ecdc.europa.eu/public/extensions/COVID-19/vaccine-tracker.html#uptake-tab
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/home/en
Press%20release5%20May%202022
Press%20release5%20May%202022
https://africacdc.org/covid-19-vaccination/
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/news-events/tuberculosis-remains-one-deadliest-infectious-diseases-worldwide-warns-new-report


[No new digest content identified; last announcement at 28.03.2022] 
 

:::::: 
:::::: 

 
India: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

https://www.mohfw.gov.in/ 

 
 
Government of India – Press Information Bureau 

Latest Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
Indian Council for Medical Research (ICMR)  

https://www.icmr.gov.in/media.html  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::::  

:::::: 
 

China: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
Editor’s Note: 
Given the context of COVID control strategies being employed in China, we include the full text of the 

commentary below. We also note this article from medRxiv 
Assessing the feasibility of sustaining a 'Zero-COVID' policy in China in the era of highly 

transmissible variants  
Yan Wang, Kaiyuan Sun, Zhaomin Feng, Lan Yi, Yanpeng Wu, Hengcong Liu, Quanyi Wang, 

Marco Ajelli, Cecile Viboud, Hongjie Yu 
medRxiv 2022.05.07.22274792; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/2022.05.07.22274792  

 
 

CCDC Weekly Reports: Current Volume (4) 
China CDC Weekly (Weekly) serves as a platform for China CDC, the national public health bulletin for 
China, and a platform to promote international collaboration for all issues related to global public 
health. The Weekly publishes authoritative professional information on national population health, 

https://www.mohfw.gov.in/
https://pib.gov.in/indexm.aspx
https://www.icmr.gov.in/media.html
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2022.05.07.22274792v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2022.05.07.22274792v1


disease and risk factor monitoring, investigation data, and important public health event investigation 
reports. 
Commentary: Persevere in the Dynamic COVID-Zero Strategy in China to Gain a Precious 
Time Window for the Future  

2022-05-06 / No. 18   COVID-19 ISSUE (26) 
Jue Liu1; Min Liu1, Wannian Liang2,3, View author affiliations  
   According to the report of the World Health Organization (WHO), as of April 20, 2022, the cumulative 
number of confirmed cases of severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) in the 

world had exceeded 500 million, with 6.20 million deaths and over 580,000 new confirmed cases on 
that day (1). As many countries have announced to relax quarantine policies, China is facing increasing 

pressure from overseas imports. All 31 provincial-level administrative divisions (PLADs) of China have 
reported a total of 191,112 local confirmed cases, with 2,761 new confirmed cases, 17,166 new 

asymptomatic infections, and 7 new deaths (all in Shanghai Municipality) on April 19 (2). Recently, 
several local outbreaks in clusters have appeared in China, presenting a grim and complex situation 

with multiple spots, wide coverage, and frequent occurrence (3). 
 
Omicron Spreads Quickly and Is Harmful to Those at Risk  
The current epidemic was mainly caused by Omicron variant BA.2, which has a short incubation period, 

strong transmissibility, short serial interval, and a large ability of immune escape (4-5). It was found 
that the basic regeneration number (R0) of Omicron variant was about 9.5, and its maximum 

incubation period was about 9 days (4-5). The median incubation period was about 3 days, which was 
significantly shorter than that of the Delta variant (4.3 days) and other variants (5.0 days) (4-5). Its 

median serial interval was about 2.8 days (4-5). 
 
It is reported that the proportion of asymptomatic infections of Omicron variant was relatively high (4). 
There are some reasons for this phenomenon. First, the characteristics of Omicron variant caused a 
higher proportion of asymptomatic infections than that of other variants. Second, some people did not 
develop symptoms even after being infected because of the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) 

vaccination. Third, early detection can find infections at early stages when symptoms have not yet 
appeared. In addition, the training of medical staff to improve their ability to correctly conduct 

diagnosis and treatment, scientifically and reasonably determinate the asymptomatic and confirmed 
cases, also needed to be strengthened. According to the Statistics on the 5th Wave of COVID-19 in 

Hong Kong, the population-wide mortality rate caused by Omicron variant was 799 per million and for 
people over 80 years old was 10,408 per million ((6-7). According to the real-world data in Hong Kong, 
the fatality rate of the Omicron variant (0.76%) was significantly higher than that of influenza (0.1%), 
and it reached 10.4% among people over 80 years old (6-7). The elderly, people with underlying 

diseases, and those who had not been vaccinated were at high risk of severe illness and death. Of the 
8,973 patients who died (0–112 years old) in Hong Kong, 96% were the elderly, and 88% were not 

fully vaccinated. Fortunately, a large real-world study in Hong Kong showed that three doses of either 
vaccination against COVID-19 offered very high levels of protection against severe illness and death 

caused by the Omicron variant (vaccine effectiveness 98.1%, 95% confidence interval: 97.1%, 98.8%) 
(8). Although the total vaccine coverage in the mainland of China is high, compared with adults, the 

two-dose or booster vaccination rate of the elderly and children was relatively low. In Shanghai, for 
example, the two-dose vaccination rate for people over 80 years old is only about 15% (9). There are 
still a large proportion of susceptible people. 
 
The Dynamic COVID-Zero Strategy Is Still Required  

https://weekly.chinacdc.cn/en/article/doi/10.46234/ccdcw2022.083
https://weekly.chinacdc.cn/en/article/doi/10.46234/ccdcw2022.083
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China should still persevere in the Dynamic COVID-Zero Strategy. Putting people’s lives and health first 
is the fundamental starting point and goal of all prevention and control measures in China. Because of 

the large population, unbalanced regional development, and insufficient total medical resources, China 
will face the risk of serious runs of medical and health resources if the “lying flat” strategy is adopted 

(10). The health of many patients with underlying diseases, the elderly, children, and pregnant women 
will be seriously threatened, and the steady economic and social development will be seriously affected 
(10). 
 

Dynamic COVID-Zero Strategy is the general guideline for China’s fight against COVID-19, which is also 
a summary of previous experiences in fighting against dozens of domestic clusters of outbreaks since 

2020. The multiple rounds of COVID-19 have proved that the Dynamic COVID-Zero Strategy is in line 
with China’s national conditions and is the best option for China to fight the epidemic, which is based 

on the concept of “people first, life first.” China has the capability, the foundation, the conditions, and 
the toolkits to implement this strategy. Also, China has strong institutional advantages, professional 

teams, and the support of the public, which will form the greatest protection for life. 
 
The core of the dynamic zero strategy lies in early detection, rapid containment, and cutting off 
transmission to prevent continuous spread and large-scale rebound of the epidemic (11). This is not 

about “zero infection” or “zero tolerance” of COVID-19, but about science and precision. The premise 
of precision is to be effective. In the face of the virus, we need to stay ahead. Zero community 

transmission refers to newly discovered infected persons being comprehensively found in quarantined 
and controlled populations without the possibility of spreading to the rest of society. The temporary 

inconveniences in some areas are for longer-term normal life and socioeconomic development of the 
population more broadly. We need to take a systematic approach and a long-term view to do the best 
to strike a better balance between epidemic prevention and control with socioeconomic development. 
 
Seize the Opportunities to Gain Precious Time Window for the Future  
At present, China has entered the fourth stage of comprehensive epidemic prevention and control, 

namely, “scientific, accurate, and dynamic COVID-zero” (10). Facing the rapidly spreading Omicron, in 
order to stop the spread of the epidemic in the community as soon as possible, we are supposed to 

make coordinated efforts to control the outbreak at early stages, including control of at-risk 
populations, detection, epidemiological investigation, transport, isolation, treatment, and other aspects 

(10). The Dynamic COVID-Zero Strategies adopted by China have won a precious time window for the 
future. China should seize this opportunity to speed up research and development of specific drugs and 
vaccines, accelerate the two or three-dose vaccination of the population, especially for the elderly and 
children, and strengthen the preparedness of resources for the future to finally defeat the virus at a 

minimal cost. 
[Citations at title link above] 
 
:::::: 

 
[We did not identify official announcements about COVID response in Shanghai, Beijing or other China 
locations confirming the reports below; See China CDC below for additional announcements] 
 
Beijing kicks off fresh round of COVID tests as Shanghai postpones crucial exams 
Reuters, May 7, 202210:27 AM EDT 
By Brenda Goh 
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https://www.reuters.com/world/china/beijing-kicks-off-fresh-round-covid-tests-shanghai-postpones-crucial-exams-2022-05-07/


SHANGHAI, May 7 (Reuters) - China's capital Beijing kicked off a fresh round of mass testing for 
COVID-19 on Saturday and shut more bus routes and metro stations, as it seeks to avert the fate of 

Shanghai, where millions of residents have been locked down for over a month. 
 

The draconian movement curbs on Shanghai, an economic and financial hub, have caused frustration 
among its 25 million residents and triggered rare protests over issues such as access to food and 
medical care, loss of income and crowded as well as unsanitary conditions at central quarantine 
centres. 

 
While some people have been let out for light and air in recent weeks, residents for the most part say 

they still cannot leave their housing compounds. 
 

Beijing is striving to avoid an explosion in cases like that of Shanghai, China's largest city, by 
conducting rounds of mass testing, banning restaurant dining-in services in multiple districts and 

shutting more than 60 subway stations, about 15% of the network. 
 
Shanghai cases have fallen for eight days and the city says its outbreak is under effective control, 
allowing it to shut some of the makeshift hospitals it raced to build as case numbers ballooned. 

But authorities have also indicated that a full easing is still far off, warning against complacency to stick 
to China's zero-COVID goal. 

 
Underscoring that expectation, Shanghai officials on Saturday postponed the city's "gaokao" university 

entrance exam by a month to early July. The last time that happened was in 2020, during the initial 
coronavirus outbreak. 
 
The city's top Communist Party official, Li Qiang, a close ally of President Xi Jinping, told a Friday 
government meeting that it was "necessary to issue military orders at all levels, and take more resolute 
and powerful actions to overcome the great war and great tests," according to an official statement. 

The number of infections in Shanghai outside areas under lockdown - a gauge of whether the city can 
further reopen - fell to 18 on Friday from 23 the day before. Total new cases declined slightly to 

around 4,000, data released on Saturday showed. 
 

Shanghai is also building thousands of permanent PCR testing stations, in line with other cities, as 
China looks to make regular testing a feature of everyday life… 
 
…But Chinese leaders this week reiterated their resolve to battle the virus, threatening action against 

critics of their strict measures. Beyond Shanghai, dozens of cities have imposed full or partial 
lockdowns, relaxing and tightening curbs at various times. 

 
The measures are exacting a mounting economic toll that has fuelled complaints from global industry 

groups and businesses at home… 
 

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
GPEI Polio 
 

Polio this week as of 04 April 2022 

https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/


Headlines 
:: In a newly published article by Global Citizen, Senior Polio Epidemiologist Dr. Zubair Mufti Wadood 

discusses the impact of COVID-19 has had on polio vaccination campaigns. Read the article here. 
 

Summary of new polioviruses this week: 
– Pakistan: one WPV1 case 
– Nigeria: three cVDPV2 cases and 11 cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
 

 :::::: 
:::::: 

 
UN OCHA – Current Emergencies 

Current Corporate Emergencies 
Afghanistan 
No new updates identified. 
 
Northern Ethiopia 
Ethiopia - Northern Ethiopia Humanitarian Update Situation Report, 7 May 2022 

HIGHLIGHTS 
- Seeds and fertilizers need to urgently be availed for farmers across conflict-affected northern 

Ethiopia to support the Meher planting season which is just weeks away. 
- More than 11,000 displaced people and returnees received emergency shelter and non-food items 

in Amhara during the reporting period. 
- More than 28,000 people were reached with different health services in Tigray during the reporting 

week. 11 health partners are operating in 26 of the 88 woredas across six zones. 
- More than 58,000 people across Fanti Rasu and Kilbati Rasu zones in Afar received food assistance 

 
Ukraine 

Ukraine: Situation Report - Last updated: 6 May 2022 
- Intense fighting and bombardments are ongoing in eastern and southern Ukraine while missile 

attacks continue across the country. 
- The UN, in coordination with ICRC, supported the evacuation of civilians sheltering at the Azovstal 

steel plant in Mariupol and nearby areas 
- WHO warns that the negative impacts of first the COVID-19 pandemic and now the 

conflict on health care and vaccination rates increase the risk of outbreaks of diseases. 
- As of 5 May, the UN and humanitarian partners have reached over 5.4 million people across 

Ukraine. 
- As of 1 May, WFP has reached nearly 920,000 people with food through the distribution of rapid 

response rations. 
 

::::::  
:::::: 

 
WHO & Regional Offices [to  07 May 2022]  
https://www.who.int/news 
6 May 2022  
News release 
WHO launches first ever global report on infection prevention and control 

https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/how-covid-19-caused-a-polio-comeback/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/afghanistan
https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-northern-ethiopia-humanitarian-update-situation-report-7-may-2022
https://www.unocha.org/ukraine
https://reliefweb.int/report/ukraine/ukraine-situation-report-last-updated-6-may-2022
https://www.who.int/news
https://www.who.int/news/item/06-05-2022-who-launches-first-ever-global-report-on-infection-prevention-and-control
https://www.who.int/news/item/06-05-2022-who-launches-first-ever-global-report-on-infection-prevention-and-control
https://www.who.int/news/item/06-05-2022-who-launches-first-ever-global-report-on-infection-prevention-and-control
https://www.who.int/news/item/06-05-2022-who-launches-first-ever-global-report-on-infection-prevention-and-control


Reveals that good IPC programmes can reduce health care infections by 70% 
 

5 May 2022  
News release 
14.9 million excess deaths associated with the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 and 2021 
[See COVID above for detail] 
 
2 May 2022  

Departmental news 
WHO issues rapid communication on updated guidance for the treatment of drug-resistant 

tuberculosis 
 

2 May 2022  
Departmental news 
At your fingertip: New WHO Guide and online Repository of WHO tools for Evidence-
informed Decision-making 
 
2 May 2022  

Departmental news 
Integrating HIV and mental health services for better overall health 

 
:::::: 

 
WHO Director General Speeches  [selected]  
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches 
Selected 
5 May 2022  
Speech 

WHO Director-General's remarks at the High-Level International Donors’ Conference for 
Ukraine 

 
4 May 2022  

Speech 
WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the ninth meeting of the Working Group on 
Strengthening WHO Preparedness and Response to Health Emergencies – 4 May 2022 
 

4 May 2022  
Speech 

WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the WHO press conference – 4 May 2022 
 

::::::   
 

WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region  
:: East Africa steps up health emergency readiness, response  06 May 2022  
   Arusha, Tanzania – Five East African countries have held their first simulation exercise since the 

onset of the COVID-19 pandemic to improve preparedness and bolster response to health emergencies. 

14.9%20million%20excess%20deaths%20associated%20with%20the%20COVID-19%20pandemic%20in%202020%20and%202021
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https://www.who.int/news/item/02-05-2022-at-your-fingertip--new-who-guide-and-online-repository-of-who-tools-for-evidence-informed-decision-making
https://www.who.int/news/item/02-05-2022-integrating-hiv-and-mental-health-services-for-better-overall-health
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https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/WHO-Director-Generals-opening-remarks-at-the-ninth-meeting-of-the-Working-Group-on-Strengthening-WHO-Preparedness-and-Response-to-Health-Emergencies
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/WHO-Director-Generals-opening-remarks-at-the-ninth-meeting-of-the-Working-Group-on-Strengthening-WHO-Preparedness-and-Response-to-Health-Emergencies
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/WHO-Director-Generals-opening-remarks-at-the-ninth-meeting-of-the-Working-Group-on-Strengthening-WHO-Preparedness-and-Response-to-Health-Emergencies
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/WHO-Director-Generals-opening-remarks-at-the-ninth-meeting-of-the-Working-Group-on-Strengthening-WHO-Preparedness-and-Response-to-Health-Emergencies
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/WHO-Director-Generals-opening-remarks-at-the-ninth-meeting-of-the-Working-Group-on-Strengthening-WHO-Preparedness-and-Response-to-Health-Emergencies
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/WHO-Director-Generals-opening-remarks-at-the-ninth-meeting-of-the-Working-Group-on-Strengthening-WHO-Preparedness-and-Response-to-Health-Emergencies
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-who-press-conference-4-May-2022
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-who-press-conference-4-May-2022
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-who-press-conference-4-May-2022
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-who-press-conference-4-May-2022
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/east-africa-steps-health-emergency-readiness-response


 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 

:: 6 May 2022  PAHO Establishes High-Level Commission on Mental Health and COVID-19 
   Commissioners will prepare recommendations to accelerate action on mental health in the Region, 

following the devastating effects of the pandemic Washington, DC, 6 May 2022 (PAHO) - Dr. Carissa F. 
Etienne, Director of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), today launched the High-level 
Commission on Mental Health and COVID-19. The… 
:: 5 May 2022  14.9 million excess deaths associated with the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 and 2021 

   Geneva, 5 May 2022 - New estimates from the World Health Organization (WHO) show that the full 
death toll associated directly or indirectly with the COVID-19 pandemic (described as “excess 

mortality”) between 1 January 2020 and 31 December 2021 was approximately 14.9 million (range 
13.3 million to 16.6 million).  “These sobering data not… 

 
:: 4 May 2022  Brazil, PAHO and WHO share experiences to improve diagnosis and genomic 

surveillance of the COVID-19 virus 
  Brasilia, 4 May 2022 (PAHO) – Health authorities, managers, experts, and technical health 
surveillance teams have shared today (4) in the city of Brasilia, Brazil, experiences of 27 central public 
health laboratories of all Brazilian states, 13 laboratories located in border areas and 3 National 

Influenza Centres. The 1st National Exhibition of… 
:: 4 May 2022  More must be done to protect nursing workforce as COVID cases rise in the Americas, 

says PAHO Director 
   Nurses play a central role in vaccination programs and in caring for those that fall ill. Countries must 

double investments and improve policies to support “backbone” of health care systems. Washington 
D.C., 4 May 2022 (PAHO) – As COVID cases and hospitalizations once again rise in the Americas – by 
12.7% since last week - the Pan American Health… 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: Countries in WHO South-East Asia Region renew commitment to eliminate malaria by 2030 

   New Delhi | 5 May 2022   The WHO South-East Asia Region today renewed its commitment to 
eliminate malaria by 2030, with countries pledging accelerated action and greater efforts at the sub-

national and community levels.  
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: 14.9 million excess deaths associated with the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 and 2021 05-05-2022 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 

:: Statement by the WHO Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean on the occasion of Eid al-Fitr 
in the context of COVID-19  Cairo, Egypt, 1 May 2022  

 
WHO Western Pacific Region  

No new digest content identified. 
 

:::::: 
 
Disease Outbreak News (DONs)  
Latest WHO Disease Outbreak News (DONs), providing information on confirmed acute public health 
events or potential events of concern. 

 

https://www.paho.org/en/news/news-releases
https://www.paho.org/en/news/6-5-2022-paho-establishes-high-level-commission-mental-health-and-covid-19
https://www.paho.org/en/news/5-5-2022-149-million-excess-deaths-associated-covid-19-pandemic-2020-and-2021
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https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/05-05-2022-countries-in-who-south-east-asia-region-renew-commitment-to-eliminate-malaria-by-2030
http://www.euro.who.int/
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2022/5/14.9-million-excess-deaths-associated-with-the-covid-19-pandemic-in-2020-and-2021
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/statement-by-the-who-regional-director-for-the-eastern-mediterranean-on-the-occasion-of-eid-al-fitr-in-the-context-of-covid-19.html
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/statement-by-the-who-regional-director-for-the-eastern-mediterranean-on-the-occasion-of-eid-al-fitr-in-the-context-of-covid-19.html
https://www.who.int/westernpacific
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2022-E000111


6 May 2022 | Avian Influenza A (H5N1) - United States of America  
 

:::::: 
 

WHO Events   
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/1 
[Selected]   
Seventy-fifth World Health Assembly  WHA 75 

22-28 May 2022 
:: Provisional agenda  A75/1 Rev.1 
 
:::::: 

 
New WHO Publications  
https://www.who.int/publications/i 
Selected Titles 
5 May 2022  
Emergency in Ukraine: external situation report #10, published 5 May 2022: reporting 

period: 28 April...  
  

2 May 2022  
Rapid communication: Key changes to the treatment of drug-resistant tuberculosis 

  
2 May 2022  
Evidence. Knowledge Translation. Impact. 
 
:::::: 
::::::   

:::::: 
 

CDC/ACIP [U.S.] [to  07 May 2022] 
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html 
Media Statement 
CDC Recommendation for Masks and Travel 
Tuesday, May 3, 2022 

   At this time, CDC recommends that everyone aged 2 and older – including passengers and workers – 
properly wear a well-fitting mask or respirator over the nose and mouth in indoor areas of public 

transportation (such as airplanes, trains, etc.) and transportation hubs (such as airports, stations, etc.). 
When people properly wear a well-fitting mask or respirator, they protect themselves and those around 

them, and help keep travel and public transportation safer for everyone. Wearing a well-fitting mask or 
respirator is most beneficial in crowded or poorly ventilated locations, such as airport jetways. We also 

encourage operators of public transportation and transportation hubs to support mask wearing by all 
people, including employees. 
   This public health recommendation is based on the currently available data, including an 
understanding of domestic and global epidemiology, circulating variants and their impact on disease 
severity and vaccine effectiveness, current trends in COVID-19 Community Levels within the United 

States, and projections of COVID-19 trends in the coming months… 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2022-E000111
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2022-E000111
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/1
https://apps.who.int/gb/e/e_wha75.html
https://apps.who.int/gb/e/e_wha75.html
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA75/A75_1Rev1-en.pdf
https://www.who.int/publications/i
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-EURO-2022-5152-44915-64481
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-EURO-2022-5152-44915-64481
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-EURO-2022-5152-44915-64481
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-EURO-2022-5152-44915-64481
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-UCN-TB-2022-2
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-UCN-TB-2022-2
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-SCI-RFH-2022.02
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-SCI-RFH-2022.02
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2022/s0503-covid-19-travel.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/types-of-masks.html


 

:::::: 
 

ACIP Meetings 
Next ACIP Meeting 
June 22-23 
No Agenda posted at inquiry 
 
:::::: 

 
MMWR  Weekly: Current Volume (71)  May 6, 2022 / No. 18 

PDF of this issuepdf icon 
- Use of a Modified Preexposure Prophylaxis Vaccination Schedule to Prevent Human Rabies: 

Recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices — United States, 2022  
- West Nile Virus and Other Domestic Nationally Notifiable Arboviral Diseases — United States, 2020 
- Effectiveness of a COVID-19 Additional Primary or Booster Vaccine Dose in Preventing SARS-CoV-2 

Infection Among Nursing Home Residents During Widespread Circulation of the Omicron Variant — 

United States, February 14–March 27, 2022 
- Acute Hepatitis and Adenovirus Infection Among Children — Alabama, October 2021−February 

2022  
 

:::::: 
 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)- CDC 
Approximately 25 announcements/reports/data summaries. 
:: 5/6/22 Overall US COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution and Administration Update as of Fri, 06 
May 2022 06:00:00 EST 

 
:::::: 
:::::: 

 
Africa CDC   [to  07 May 2022] 

http://www.africacdc.org/ 
News  
Announcements 
Africa CDC Announces 2nd Annual International Conference on Public Health in Africa 

(CPHIA 2022), 13-15 December 2022, Kigali, Rwanda  
5 May 2022  

 
:::::: 

:::::: 
 

China CDC   
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/ 
 
National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China  [to  07 May 2022] 

http://en.nhc.gov.cn/ 
News 
May 7: Daily briefing on novel coronavirus cases in China 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/pdfs/mm7118-H.pdf
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https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/mm7118a4.htm?s_cid=mm7118a4_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/mm7118e1.htm?s_cid=mm7118e1_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/mm7118e1.htm?s_cid=mm7118e1_w
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
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http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2022-05/07/c_85947.htm


On May 6, 31 provincial-level regions and the Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps on the 
Chinese mainland reported 351 new cases of confirmed infections. 

 
 
National Medical Products Administration – PRC  [to  07 May 2022] 

http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/  
News 
Chinese mainland reports 345 new local confirmed COVID-19 cases, 253 in Shanghai 
2022-05-07 

The Chinese mainland on Friday reported 345 local confirmed COVID-19 cases, of which 253 were in 
Shanghai, according to the National Health Commission's report Saturday. 

 
Official: Over 1.25b Chinese full vaccinated against COVID-19 

2022-05-07 
More than 1.25 billion Chinese have been fully vaccinated against COVID-19 by the end of May 5, 

accounting for 88.74 percent of the country's total population, a Chinese health official said on May 6. 
 
 
CCDC Weekly Reports: Current Volume (4) 

2022-05-06 / No. 18   COVID-19 ISSUE (26) 
- View  PDF of this issue 

- Preplanned Studies: Preliminary Study of the Protectiveness of Vaccination Against the COVID-19 in 
the Outbreak of VOC Omicron BA.2 — Jilin City, Jilin Province, China, March 3–April 12, 2022  

- Preplanned Studies: SARS-CoV-2 Omicron Variant is Expected to Retain Most of the Spike Protein 
Specific Dominant T-Cell Epitopes Presented by COVID-19 Vaccines — Worldwide, 2021  

- Preplanned Studies: Comparison of Omicron and Delta Variant Infection COVID-19 Cases — 
Guangdong Province, China, 2022  

- Preplanned Studies: Change of Disease Spectrum Characteristics of Psychiatric Inpatients Before 
and After Lockdown Lifted During the COVID-19 Pandemic — Wuhan City, Hubei Province, China, 

2021  
- Commentary: Persevere in the Dynamic COVID-Zero Strategy in China to Gain a Precious Time 

Window for the Future  
[See China COVID Response above for detail] 
 

::::::  
 
 
Contents  [click to move among sections] 
:: Coronavirus [COVID-19] - WHO 
:: Organization Announcements 
:: Journal Watch 
 
 
 
 
 

:::::: 
 

Organization Announcements 

http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/news.html
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/2022-05/07/c_749532.htm
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Editor’s Note: 
Careful readers will note that the number and range of organizations now monitored in our 

Announcements section below has grown as the impacts of the pandemic have spread across global 
economies, supply chains and programmatic activity of multilateral agencies and INGOs. 

 
Airfinity    [to  07 May 2022] 
https://www.airfinity.com/insights 
INSIGHTS & COMPANY NEWS  
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to  07 May 2022] 

https://alleninstitute.org/news-press/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to  07 May 2022] 

https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center 
Press Releases and Statements  
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute    [to  07 May 2022] 
https://www.gatesmri.org/news 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute is a non-profit biotech organization. Our mission is 
to develop products to fight malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrheal diseases—three major causes of 
mortality, poverty, and inequality in developing countries. The world has unprecedented scientific tools 
at its disposal; now is the time to use them to save the lives of the world's poorest people  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

CARB-X   [to  07 May 2022] 
https://carb-x.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Center for Vaccine Ethics and Policy – GE2P2 Global Foundation   [to  07 May 2022] 
https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/ 

News/Analysis/Statements 
:: Past weekly editions of Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review are available here. 

:: Informed Consent: A Monthly Review – MAY 2022 is now posted here 
 
 
CEPI – Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations  [to  07 May 2022] 
http://cepi.net/  
Latest News 

https://www.airfinity.com/insights
https://alleninstitute.org/news-press/
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center
https://www.gatesmri.org/news
https://carb-x.org/
https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/
https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/
https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/
https://ge2p2global-centerforinformedconsentintegrity.org/
https://ge2p2global-centerforinformedconsentintegrity.org/
http://cepi.net/


New expert appointments to CEPI’s Board and Scientific Advisory Committee 
   New appointments to CEPI Board and SAC along with announcement of CEPI’s first Global Goodwill 

Ambassador  
News   06 May 2022 

- Five public health and scientific leaders join CEPI Board: Dr L. Rizka Andalucia, Mr. Cyrus Ardalan, 
Dr Githinji Gitahi, Professor Samba Sow, and Dr. Anita Zaidi  

- Former Head of GSK Vaccine R&D, Dr Emmanuel Hanon, confirmed as next Chair of CEPI Scientific 
Advisory Committee, and Dr Laura Palomares joins Mr. Michael King as vice-chairs  

- Yasuhisa Shiozaki appointed as CEPI’s first Global Goodwill Ambassador  
- Dr Richard Hatchett re-appointed as CEPI CEO for a second five-year term  

 
Independent External Review of CEPI’s COVID-19 Vaccine Development Agreements 

Published 
   The review was carried out by the University of Georgetown’s O’Neill Institute for National & Global 

Health Law.  
05 May 2022 
[See COVID above for detail] 
 

 
DARPA – Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency [U.S.] [to  07 May 2022 

https://www.darpa.mil/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Duke Global Health Innovation Center  [to  07 May 2022] 
https://dukeghic.org/ 
Our Blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EDCTP    [to  07 May 2022] 

http://www.edctp.org/ 
The European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) aims to accelerate the 
development of new or improved drugs, vaccines, microbicides and diagnostics against HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria as well as other poverty-related and neglected infectious diseases in sub-
Saharan Africa, with a focus on phase II and III clinical trials 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
Emory Vaccine Center    [to  07 May 2022] 

http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/ 
Vaccine Center News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

European Vaccine Initiative  [to  07 May 2022] 

https://cepi.net/news_cepi/new-expert-appointments-to-cepis-board-and-scientific-advisory-committee/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/independent-external-review-of-cepis-covid-19-vaccine-development-agreements-published/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/independent-external-review-of-cepis-covid-19-vaccine-development-agreements-published/
https://www.darpa.mil/news
https://dukeghic.org/
http://www.edctp.org/
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/


http://www.euvaccine.eu/  
Latest News, Events  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to  07 May 2022] 
Evidence Aid aims to save lives and livelihoods in disasters by providing decision-makers with the best 
available evidence and by championing its use. 

http://www.evidenceaid.org/  
New Resources  
Vaccination status of migrants and refugees in Europe Added May 3, 2022 
   Citation: Mipatrini D, Stefanelli P, Severoni S, et al. Vaccinations in migrants and refugees: a 

challenge for European health systems. A systematic review of current scientific evidence. Pathogens 
and Global Health. 2017;111(2):59-68. 

 
 
Fondation Merieux  [to  07 May 2022] 
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/ 

News, Events   
Mérieux Foundation & University of Geneva co-organized event 
22nd Advanced Vaccinology Course (ADVAC) 
May 9 - 20, 2022 - Les Pensières Center for Global Health, Veyrier-du-Lac (France) 

 
 
Gavi [to  07 May 2022] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

GHIT Fund   [to  07 May 2022] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 

Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Global Fund  [to  07 May 2022] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 

News & Stories 
04 May 2022  

COVID-19 Clinical Therapeutics  
   In this operational update, we would like to give you an update on COVID-19 testing and 

therapeutics that can be currently supported through the Global Fund’s COVID-19 Response 
Mechanism (C19RM), following WHO guidelines.  
 
03 May 2022  
Global Fund Appoints Susie Rhee as General Counsel and Head of the Legal & Governance 

Department  

http://www.euvaccine.eu/
http://www.evidenceaid.org/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/vaccination-status-of-migrants-and-refugees-in-europe/
https://evidenceaid.org/resource/vaccination-status-of-migrants-and-refugees-in-europe/
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5375618/
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https://www.fondation-merieux.org/en/events/22nd-advanced-vaccinology-course-advac/
https://www.gavi.org/
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/first-greek-covax-doses-arrive-kenya-and-syria
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/first-greek-covax-doses-arrive-kenya-and-syria
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/covid-19/news/2022-05-04-covid-19-clinical-therapeutics/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/updates/2022/2022-05-03-global-fund-appoints-susie-rhee-as-general-counsel-and-head-of-the-legal-governance-department/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/updates/2022/2022-05-03-global-fund-appoints-susie-rhee-as-general-counsel-and-head-of-the-legal-governance-department/


   The Global Fund is pleased to announce the appointment of Susie Rhee as the new General Counsel 
and Head of the Legal & Governance Department.  

 
 

Global Research Collaboration for Infectious Disease Preparedness [GloPID-R] [to  07 May 
2022] 
https://www.glopid-r.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified 
 

 
Hilleman Laboratories   [to  07 May 2022] 

http://www.hilleman-labs.org/ 
News & Insights 
No new digest content identified 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to  07 May 2022] 

https://www.hhmi.org/news  
Press Room               

Research  May 05 2022  
Cutting Calories and Eating at the Right Time of Day Leads to Longer Life in Mice  

  In a study that followed hundreds of mice over their lifespans, calorie restriction combined with time-
restricted eating boosted longevity. 
 
 
Human Vaccines Project   [to  07 May 2022] 
http://www.humanvaccinesproject.org/  

News 
HVP COVID Report 
Apr 28, 2022  
Neil M. Vora: Protecting Nature, Preventing Pandemics  

 
 
IAVI  [to  07 May 2022] 
https://www.iavi.org/ 
Latest News  
May 6, 2022 

IAVI salutes the confirmation of John Nkengasong as head of PEPFAR  
    Nkengasong was a founding leader of PEPFAR and has served on IAVI’s board of directors.  

 
 
ICRC  [to  07 May 2022] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
What’s New   [Selected]      
Message on World Red Cross and Red Crescent Day 2022 
   "Tutti Fratelli!" We are brothers and sisters, exclaimed the women of Castiglione after the 

devastating battle of Solferino in 1859. 

https://www.glopid-r.org/news/
http://www.hilleman-labs.org/
https://www.hhmi.org/news
https://www.hhmi.org/news/cutting-calories-and-eating-right-time-day-leads-longer-life-mice
http://www.humanvaccinesproject.org/
https://mailchi.mp/humanvaccinesproject/covid-report-vaccine-development-1616027
https://www.iavi.org/
https://www.iavi.org/news-resources/features/iavi-salutes-the-confirmation-of-john-nkengasong-as-head-of-pepfar
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/message-world-red-cross-and-red-crescent-day-2022


08-05-2022 | Statement 
 

Ukraine: "Level of death, destruction and misery abhorrent and unacceptable" 
05-05-2022 | Statement 

 
 
International Coalition of Medicines Regulatory Authorities [ICMRA] 
http://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/news 

Selected Statements, Press Releases, Research  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

IFFIm 
http://www.iffim.org/ 

Press Releases/Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

IFRC   [to  07 May 2022] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 

Press Releases [Selected]  
Horn of Africa: IFRC Secretary General visits Kenya as worst drought in 40 years looms for 

millions   
06/05/2022 | Press release 
 
 
Institut Pasteur   [to  07 May 2022] 
https://www.pasteur.fr/en/press-area 

Press Documents 
Press release  
04.05.2022 
HIV: bestowing CD8+ T cells with properties observed in natural controllers  

   HIV controllers are rare individuals able to control infection naturally without treatment. CD8+ T 
immune cells play a...  
 
 

IOM / International Organization for Migration [to  07 May 2022]  
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 

News - Selected 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

ISC / International Science Council  [to  07 May 2022] 
https://council.science/current/ 
ISC is a non-governmental organization with a unique global membership that brings together 40 
international scientific Unions and Associations and over 140 national and regional scientific 
organizations including Academies and Research Councils.  
News  Blogs  Podcasts  Events 

https://www.icrc.org/en/document/ukraine-level-death-destruction-misery-abhorrent-and-unacceptable
http://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/news
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Press Documents 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

International Union of Immunological Societies (IUIS) 
https://iuis.org/ 
News/Events [Selected] 
2022 International Day of Immunology 

April 26, 2022 
 

 
IVAC  [to  07 May 2022] 

https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html 
Updates; Events 
Measuring equity in vaccination coverage beyond socioeconomic status: Launch of the 
VERSE Equity Toolkit 
Originally published on ImmunizationEconomics.org (April 27, 2022) 
Researchers at Johns Hopkins University have developed a new standardized toolkit to assess equity in 

vaccine coverage. The VERSE Equity Toolkit compares the level of vaccine coverage against the level of 
equity and quantifies the influence of key sociodemographic factors to inequity. 

 
 

IVI   [to  07 May 2022] 
http://www.ivi.int/ 
IVI News & Announcements 
IVI, SmileGate, partners team up to vaccinate 28,000 people in Nepal 
- OCV vaccination campaign targets Rupani Rural Municipality to control ongoing outbreak of cholera 

and diarrheal diseases 

- Project to assess feasibility of self-administration strategy for the 2nd dose of OCV 
   May 4, 2022, SEOUL, Republic of Korea — The International Vaccine Institute (IVI), in collaboration 

with SmileGate in Korea and Nepalese partners, will vaccinate 28,000 people against cholera to help 
prevent and control outbreaks in Nepal in May 2022… 

 
 
Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security   [to  07 May 2022] 
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/news/center-news/ 

Center News 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 

MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to  07 May 2022]  
http://www.msf.org/ 

Latest [Selected Announcements] 
Tuberculosis  
WHO approves MSF MDR-TB trial regimen, but prices must come down  
Press Release 4 May 2022  
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https://iuis.org/news/2022-international-day-of-immunology/
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html
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https://www.msf.org/drug-resistant-tuberculosis-trial-results-updated-treatment-guidelines


National Academy of Medicine - USA  [to  07 May 2022] 
https://nam.edu/programs/ 

News [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
National Academy of Sciences - USA  [to  07 May 2022] 
http://www.nasonline.org/news-and-multimedia/ 

News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

National Vaccine Program Office - U.S. HHS  [to  07 May 2022] 
https://www.hhs.gov/vaccines/about/index.html 

Upcoming Meetings/Latest Updates  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

NIH  [to  07 May 2022] 
http://www.nih.gov/  

News Releases   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
OECD  [to  07 May 2022] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
Newsroom/Library 
Growth and economic well-being: Fourth quarter 2021, OECD  

   Household income falls slightly in OECD area in Q4 2021, despite continuing GDP growth  
5 May 2022 

 
 

OXFAM [to 07 May 2022] 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/ 
Press Releases        
Reaction to WTO TRIP's waiver "outcome” 

4 May 2022 
    Responding to the WTO’s published ‘outcome’ of negotiations over a waiver of Trade-Related 

aspects of Intellectual Property (TRIPS), Max Lawson, Head of Inequality Policy for Oxfam and co-chair 
of the People's Vaccine Alliance, said: 

   "This text is a recognition that WTO rules on intellectual property are a clear barrier to ensuring 
people get the vaccines, tests, and treatments they need. It is a tragedy that it has taken almost two 

years and millions of deaths to reach this point and a travesty that the action proposed today falls well 
short of what is needed. 
   "The text as it stands continues to place pharmaceutical corporate interests over the needs of global 
health. It adds more unnecessary barriers than existed before negotiations began and failure to act 
now on treatments and tests is inexcusable.  

   "This is not the TRIPS waiver supported by over 100 governments. It is not endorsed by any member 
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https://www.hhs.gov/vaccines/about/index.html
http://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases
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other than the EU. And it is utterly insufficient for a pandemic that has killed an estimated 20 million 
people and rising.  

   “WTO member states must urgently deliver a genuine intellectual property waiver that will turn the 
tide on global vaccine, test, and treatment inequality and make a difference to controlling this virus. If 

WTO negotiations cannot deliver that after two years of a deadly pandemic, then we must admit that 
the institution is not fit for purpose.” 
  
 

PATH  [to  07 May 2022]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Press Releases 
Results from community-based and HIV integrated viral hepatitis testing model show 

increase in treatment access in Vietnam 
   Hanoi, Vietnam, May 3, 2022—A new article published in the Clinical Liver Disease journal presents 

impactful results from a novel community-based and HIV integrated hepatitis B (HBV) and hepatitis C 
virus (HCV) testing model in Vietnam, a country where 8.8 million people are estimated to be living 
with HBV and HCV infection, yet 80 to 90 percent are undiagnosed and untreated. These findings are 
drawn from HepLINK, a PATH-led initiative in partnership with The Hepatitis Fund that seeks to provide 

learning in ways to best increase access to viral hepatitis screening, diagnosis, and treatment within 
primary and community health care… 

 
 

Rockefeller Foundation  [to 07 May 2022] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/ 
Selected Reports/Press Releases  
Apr 28 2022 
Press Releases 
Global Consortium of Leading Health Organizations Urges Shifts for Sustainable Post-

Omicron Covid-19 Strategy 
[See COVID above for detail] 
 
 

Sabin Vaccine Institute  [to  07 May 2022] 
http://www.sabin.org/updates/pressreleases 
Statements and Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

UNAIDS [to  07 May 2022]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 

Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
5 May 2022 

Jamaica commits to improving social protection  
 
3 May 2022 
“A litmus test of civilization” - How the war in Ukraine has impacted LGBTI people  
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Selected News Releases, Announcements  
UNHCR and TikTok launch campaign in solidarity with refugees from Ukraine and beyond 

UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, and TikTok launch a hashtag challenge and live concert series 
#TheWorldNeeds, using music to bring people together and promote solidarity with refugees 
04 May 2022  
 

 
UNICEF  [to  07 May 2022] 

https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Press Releases, News Notes, Statements  [Selected]  
Remarks 
05/05/2022  

Every day that the war in Ukraine continues is a nightmare for millions of children.  
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/every-day-war-ukraine-continues-nightmare-millions-children  
NEW YORK, 5 May 2022 - "Every day that the war in Ukraine continues is a nightmare for millions of 
children.  "Nearly two-thirds of Ukraine’s children have been forced to flee. Many have seen things no 

child should ever see.  "Their homes have been hit. Their schools have been attacked, along with all 
the systems that could help them survive. "And…  

 
Remarks 
05/04/2022  
UNICEF Executive Director Catherine Russell's remarks at the launch of the 2022 Global 
Report on Food Crises  
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-catherine-russells-remarks-launch-
2022-global-report-food  
NEW YORK, 4 May 2022 – "Thank you [moderator], and thank you [WFP Executive Director] David 

Beasley, [FAO Director General] Qu Dongyu, and [EU Commissioner] Jutta Urpilainen for leading this 
critical discussion. "We are here to take stock of a somber reality. As we have heard already today, the 

world is once again on the verge of a global food…  
 

Press release 
05/04/2022  
School year nears tragic end in Ukraine amid child deaths, empty classrooms and 
destruction of educational facilities  

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/school-year-nears-tragic-end-ukraine-amid-child-deaths-empty-
classrooms-and  

KYIV/NEW YORK, 4 May 2022 – At least one in six UNICEF-supported schools in eastern Ukraine have 
been damaged or destroyed since the start of the war, including School 36 – the only ‘Safe School’ in 

Mariupol – underscoring the dramatic impact the conflict is having on children’s lives and futures. Two 
schools have been hit by attacks in the past…  
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UNICEF: Education milestone for Rohingya refugee children as Myanmar curriculum pilot 
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https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-education-milestone-rohingya-refugee-children-
myanmar-curriculum-pilot  

COX’S BAZAR, 1 May 2022 – A breakthrough for Rohingya refugee children living in the Cox’s Bazar 
refugee camps in Bangladesh sees the first 10,000 children enrolled to receive education based on the 

national curriculum of their home country Myanmar. This milestone will be reached this month. The 
Myanmar Curriculum Pilot, launched by UNICEF and…  
 
 

Unitaid  [to  07 May 2022] 
https://unitaid.org/ 

Featured News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Vaccine Equity Cooperative [nee Initiative]   [to  07 May 2022] 
https://vaccineequitycooperative.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Vaccination Acceptance & Demand Initiative [Sabin)  [to  07 May 2022] 
https://www.vaccineacceptance.org/ 

Announcements, Blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Confidence Project  [to  07 May 2022] 
http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/ 

News, Research and Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Vaccine Education Center – Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia  [to  07 May 2022] 
http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Wellcome Trust  [to  07 May 2022] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 

News. Opinion, Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Wistar Institute   [to  07 May 2022] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
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WFPHA: World Federation of Public Health Associations  [to  07 May 2022] 
https://www.wfpha.org/ 

Latest News - Blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

World Bank [to  07 May 2022] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 

Selected News, Announcements 
World Bank Increases its COVID-19 Assistance to Solomon Islands 

Additional US$8 million to provide immediate support to COVID-19 emergency response, vaccine 
access and health system strengthening HONIARA, May 2, 2022 – With Solomon Islands’ COVID-19 

situation having...  
Date: May 02, 2022 Type: Press Release  
 
 

World Customs Organization – WCO  [to  07 May 2022] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 

Latest News 
03 May 2022  

The Dominican Republic Customs establishes an Action plan for humanitarian aid 
clearance with the assistance of the WCO COVID-19 Project  
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to  07 May 2022] 
https://www.oie.int/en/media/news/ 

Press Releases, Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to  07 May 2022] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events [Selected] 
TRIPS Council hears initial reactions to Quad’s outcome document on IP COVID-19 

response 
6 May 2022 

At a meeting of the Council for Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) on 6 May, 
WTO members discussed the outcome document that has recently emerged from the informal process 

conducted with the Quad (the European Union, India, South Africa and the United States) for an 
intellectual property (IP) response to COVID-19. Members also adopted the oral status report that will 

be submitted by the chair of the TRIPS Council, Ambassador Lansana Gberie of Sierra Leone, to the 
General Council scheduled for 9-10 May.  
[See Milestones above for detail] 
 
WTO, generic drug makers explore cooperation for increased access to therapeutics 

2 May 2022 
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WTO Director-General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala and the CEO Advisory Committee of the International 
Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association (IGBA) held on 2 May a virtual meeting to discuss how to 

promote international health equity and access to therapeutics. The meeting marked the initial step 
towards a continuing dialogue aimed at contributing to the fight against the pandemic and securing 

global public health beyond the current health crisis. 
 
Quad’s outcome document on IP COVID-19 response made public 
3 May 2022 

WTO Director-General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala put forward on 3 May the outcome document that 
emerged from the informal process conducted with the Quad (the European Union, India, South Africa 

and the United States) for an intellectual property response to COVID-19.  
[See Milestones above for detail] 
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https://alliancerm.org/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
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https://www.bio.org/press-releases 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DCVMN – Developing Country Vaccine Manufacturers Network  [to  07 May 2022] 

http://www.dcvmn.org/ 
News; Upcoming events 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
ICBA – International Council of Biotechnology Associations   [to  07 May 2022] 
https://internationalbiotech.org/news/ 
News 
ICBA Statement on Tabled WTO TRIPS Waiver Text  
[Undated] 
   Steve Bates, Chair of ICBA said “Now that the text is open to public scrutiny after its formal proposal 
by the WTO Director-General, it is clear that what is proposed would do nothing to solve 

[See Milestones above for detail] 
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International Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association [IGBA] 

https://www.igbamedicines.org/ 
News 
IGBA’s Newly Launched CEO Advisory Committee Holds Inaugural Meeting with WTO 
Director General (May 2022) 
May 3, 2022 
   The newly established IGBA CEO Advisory Committee, a forum for generic and biosimilar medicines 

industry leaders to discuss broad, strategic issues, and to engage and position the industry on a range 
of critical policy matters, held its inaugural meeting on Monday, May 2 and launched initial discussions 

with World Trade Organization (WTO) Director-General Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala. 
   “During the discussions with Dr. Ngozi, members of IGBA’s new CEO Advisory Committee outlined 

the essential role of generic and biosimilar medicines in global patient care and the significant 
contribution of the industry during the COVID-19 pandemic,” commented Vivian Frittelli, Chair of the 

IGBA Management Committee.  
   “Members of the Advisory Committee welcomed the WTO’s efforts to promote barrier-free trade and 
protect a resilient global supply chain for medicines, and the importance of promoting a balanced 
approach to competition and innovation to enable patients to benefit from a competitive 

pharmaceutical marketplace” Frittelli said. “Achieving greater predictability is a critical underpinning of 
improved access to medicines, and this will be one area of focus for ongoing discussions and action 

with the WTO moving forward,” Vivian Frittelli concluded. 
 

 
International Alliance of Patients’ Organizations – IAPO  [to  07 May 2022] 
https://www.iapo.org.uk/news/topic/6  
Press and media [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
PhRMA    [to  07 May 2022] 

http://www.phrma.org/  
Latest News [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
   *  *  *  *  

 
 
Contents  [click to move among sections] 
:: Coronavirus [COVID-19] - WHO 
:: Organization Announcements 
:: Journal Watch 
 
 
 
 
 

   *  *  *  * 

 

https://www.igbamedicines.org/
https://www.igbamedicines.org/news/178-igba-s-newly-launched-ceo-advisory-committee-holds-inaugural-meeting-with-wto-director-general
https://www.igbamedicines.org/news/178-igba-s-newly-launched-ceo-advisory-committee-holds-inaugural-meeting-with-wto-director-general
https://www.igbamedicines.org/about-us/ceo-advisory-committee
https://www.iapo.org.uk/news/topic/6
http://www.phrma.org/press-room


Journal Watch 
   Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review continues its weekly scanning of key peer-reviewed 
journals to identify and cite articles, commentary and editorials, books reviews and other content 

supporting our focu-s on vaccine ethics and policy. Journal Watch is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative of themes and issues the Center is actively tracking. We selectively provide full text of some 
editorial and comment articles that are specifically relevant to our work. Successful access to some of 
the links provided may require subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher.  

     If you would like to suggest other journal titles to include in this service, please contact David Curry 
at: david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org 

 
 

AJOB Empirical Bioethics 
Volume 13, 2022  Issue  2 

https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 

AMA Journal of Ethics 
Volume 24, Number 4: E249-341  Apr 2022 

https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/health-equity-us-latinx-communities 
Health Equity in US Latinx Communities  
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Tracking immunization coverage, dropout and equity gaps among children ages 12–
23 months in Malawi – bottleneck analysis of the Malawi Demographic and Health Survey  
Kondwani Mmanga, Tisungane E Mwenyenkulu, Owen Nkoka, Peter A M Ntenda  
International Health, Volume 14, Issue 3, May 2022, Pages 250–259, 
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JAMA Network 

COVID-19 Update   May 7, 2022  
These articles on COVID-19 were published across the JAMA Network in the last week. 
 
 

JAMA Pediatrics  
May 2022, Vol 176, No. 5, Pages 434-532  

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/currentissue 
Viewpoint 
Caregiver COVID-19 Vaccination Status in Pediatric Hospitals—Ethics of Exclusion  
Andrew J. Helmers, MDCM, MHSc, MSc; James A. Anderson, PhD; Roxanne E. Kirsch, MD, MBE  
free access  
JAMA Pediatr. 2022;176(5):441-442. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2021.6582  
   This Viewpoint discusses the benefits and harms of restrictions excluding caregivers who are not 
vaccinated for COVID-19 from pediatric hospitals.  

 
Hypersensitivity Reactions to COVID-19 Vaccines—Identify High-risk Children and 

Vaccinate the Rest  
Natalia Fernandez-Davila, MD; Margaret G. Taylor, MD; Sara Anvari, MD, MS  

free access  
JAMA Pediatr. 2022;176(5):443-444. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2022.0088  
   This Viewpoint discusses recommendations for COVID-19 vaccination in children with hypersensitivity 
to the vaccine and its excipients. 

 
Original Investigation 
Association of BNT162b2 COVID-19 Vaccination During Pregnancy With Neonatal and 
Early Infant Outcomes  

Inbal Goldshtein, PhD; David M. Steinberg, PhD; Jacob Kuint, MD; et al.  
free access has active quiz has audio  

JAMA Pediatr. 2022;176(5):470-477. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2022.0001  
   This cohort study examines the association between maternal immunization with the BNT162b2 
COVID-19 vaccine during pregnancy and neonatal and early infant outcomes. 
   Audio Editors' Summary: Early Intervention Services and Standardized Tests Among Children 
Exposed to Lead; Association of BNT162b2 COVID-19 Vaccination During Pregnancy With Infant 

Outcomes  
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Research Letter 
Differences in State COVID-19 Vaccine Mandates for Schoolteachers and Childcare 
Professionals  

Kavin M. Patel, MD; Saad B. Omer, MBBS, MPH, PhD; Walter S. Gilliam, PhD  
free access has active quiz  
JAMA Pediatr. 2022;176(5):522-525. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2021.6572  
   This case series examines the differences in COVID-19 vaccine mandates for schoolteachers vs 

childcare professionals from US states that have implemented them. 
 

Antigen vs RT-PCR Tests for Screening Quarantined Students in Florida During the COVID-
19 Pandemic SARS-CoV-2 Delta Variant Surge  

Eric J. Nelson, MD, PhD, MS; Sarah Lindley McKune, PhD, MPH; Kathleen A. Ryan, MD; et al.  
open access has active quiz  

JAMA Pediatr. 2022;176(5):525-526. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2022.0080  
   This diagnostic/prognostic study compares the results of antigen vs real-time reverse transcription–
polymerase chain reaction tests among quarantined students 5 days after exposure to SARS-CoV-2 
during the surge of Delta variant cases in the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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https://www.jair.org/index.php/j air 
Rethinking Fairness: An Interdisciplinary Survey of Critiques of Hegemonic ML Fairness 

Approaches  
Lindsay Weinberg  

Abstract 
This survey article assesses and compares existing critiques of current fairness-enhancing technical 

interventions in machine learning (ML) that draw from a range of non-computing disciplines, including 
philosophy, feminist studies, critical race and ethnic studies, legal studies, anthropology, and science 

and technology studies. It bridges epistemic divides in order to offer an interdisciplinary understanding 
of the possibilities and limits of hegemonic computational approaches to ML fairness for producing just 
outcomes for society’s most marginalized. 
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Journal of Infectious Diseases 
Volume 225, Issue 5, 1 March 2022 

https://academic.oup.com/jid/issue/225/5 
MAJOR ARTICLES AND BRIEF REPORTS 
COVID-2019 
SARS-CoV-2 Infection During Pregnancy and Associated Perinatal Health Outcomes: A 

National US Cohort Study  
Annette K Regan, Onyebuchi A Arah, Deshayne B Fell, Sheena G Sullivan  

The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 225, Issue 5, 1 March 2022, Pages 759–767, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiab626 
   Based a national claims-based cohort study of 78 283 pregnancies, prenatal SARS-CoV-2 infection 
was associated with increased risk of preterm birth, fetal growth restriction, and delivery complications. 

Prevention of infection through immunization and other preventive measures could have fetal health 
benefits. 

 
Immune Responses to the ChAdOx1 nCoV-19 and BNT162b2 Vaccines and to Natural 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 Infections Over a 3-Month Period  
Ji Yeun Kim, So Yun Lim, Soonju Park, Ji-Soo Kwon, Seongman Bae ...  
The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 225, Issue 5, 1 March 2022, Pages 777–784, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiab579 
   The antibody responses induced by BNT162b2 vaccine were much higher than those induced by 
ChAdOx1 vaccine and similar to responses to natural infections. T-cell responses were maintained in 

BNT162b2 vaccinees but not in ChAdOx1 vaccinees after 3 months. 
  

Early Immunogenicity and Safety of the Third Dose of BNT162b2 Messenger RNA 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 Vaccine Among Adults Older Than 60 Years: Real-World 

Experience  
Mayan Gilboa, Michal Mandelboim, Victoria Indenbaum, Yaniv Lustig, Carmit Cohen ...  
The Journal of Infectious Diseases, Volume 225, Issue 5, 1 March 2022, Pages 785–792, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiab584 

   A rapid and broad immune response to the third BNT162b2 dose in 208 individuals aged >60 years is 
reported (33-fold and 51-fold increase in IgG and neutralizing antibody, respectively). Levels post–third 

dose were significantly higher than post–second dose. 
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Journal of Virology 
Volume 96 • Number 8 • April 2022 
http://jvi.asm.org/content/current 

Virology  Minireview  06 April 2022 
Reappraising the Value of HIV-1 Vaccine Correlates of Protection Analyses 

P. J. Klasse, John P. Moore 
https://doi.org/10.1128/jvi.00034-22 

   With the much-debated exception of the modestly reduced acquisition reported for the RV144 
efficacy trial, HIV-1 vaccines have not protected humans against infection, and a vaccine of similar 

design to that tested in RV144 was not protective in a later ... 
 
 
The Lancet   

May 07, 2022  Volume 399  Number 10337  p1753-1844 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 

Editorial 
COVID-19: the next phase and beyond 

The Lancet 
After living for more than 2 years with COVID-19—with over 6·2 million confirmed deaths (but probably 
many more, with an estimated 20 million excess deaths) and over 510 million confirmed cases—the 
world is at a critical point. The omicron wave, with its high transmissibility and milder course than 
previous variants, especially for people who are fully vaccinated and without comorbidities, is abating in 
many countries. Restrictions are being relaxed, and people are slowly returning to pre-pandemic 

activities, including gatherings, office-based working, and cultural events. Mask mandates are being 
lifted in many countries. Testing and surveillance have decreased and travelling is recommencing 

widely. People are understandably exhausted and want to forget about the pandemic. This 
would be a grave mistake. 

 
First, the pandemic situation is not the same everywhere in the world. China, for example, 
continues to employ its so-called dynamic zero COVID strategy of mass testing, quarantining of those 
testing positive, and lockdown of districts or even whole cities (most recently Shanghai). Chinese 

authorities have been harshly and ruthlessly implementing these measures, without much consideration 
for human costs. The goal is, according to Chinese officials, to avoid further spread, to protect the 

health system, and to avert deaths. The problem is that older and vulnerable people are often not fully 
vaccinated, and the efficacy of the licensed vaccines is suboptimal. For China, the top priority must be 

to accelerate an effective vaccination strategy. The current approach is not a long-term solution for 
Chinese people. 

 
Second, the global vaccination strategy is far from on track. Unacceptable vaccine inequity 
persists. WHO's goal of complete vaccination in at least 70% of people in every country by June, 2022, 
is way out of reach. Although 59·7% of people globally have received two vaccine doses, in more than 
40 countries fewer than 20% are completely vaccinated. Even in high-income countries, a sizeable 

proportion of the population continue to refuse vaccination. The emergence of a new SARS-CoV-2 
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variant is almost inevitable with continuous high transmission rates. The BA.4 and BA.5 omicron 
subvariants first seen in South Africa are being monitored closely. Continuing vigilance is needed 

everywhere. 
 

Third, vaccine inequity is mirrored by slow and delayed access to one of the few effective 
oral treatments for COVID-19—paxlovid. When taken early, paxlovid reduces the risk of 
hospitalisation and death by 89%. Although high-income countries are ordering millions of doses from 
the manufacturer, Pfizer, mechanisms to make paxlovid available in low-income and middle-income 

countries via the Medicines Patent Pool are slow. An agreement has been reached with 35 generic 
manufacturers in 12 countries, but is not expected to deliver the drug before 2023. 

 
Finally, now is the time to plan, learn from mistakes, and create strong resilient health 

systems, as well as national and international preparedness strategies with lasting 
funding. Capacities of health systems need to be strengthened, not only to be ready for future 

pandemics, but immediately to deal with the delays in treatment, diagnosis, and care for other diseases 
after the disruption of the past 2 years. Catch-up vaccine campaigns for diseases such as measles are 
urgently needed. Preparedness plans, both nationally and internationally, must have a strong emphasis 
on early data sharing and transparent surveillance. One Health should be the underlying principle, with 

simultaneous consideration of both human and animal health. At the 75th World Health Assembly (May 
22–29, 2022), there is an opportunity to examine progress in revising the International Health 

Regulations and to discuss further a pandemic treaty—the process for a treaty has been far too slow. 
The Intergovernmental Negotiating Body's progress report is not expected until 2023. 

 
Nationally, countries need independent inquiries into their responses to COVID-19. Learning from 
mistakes is never easy and governments can be reluctant to even accept that they have been made. 
When the UK High Court ruled last week that it was unlawful to discharge hospital patients to care 
homes without COVID-19 testing, the UK Government claimed to have acted on the best evidence 
available at the time. This is a blatant lie. The evidence for asymptomatic transmission was clearly 

available by late January, 2020. 
 

Now is not the time to turn away from COVID-19 or rewrite history. It is time to vigorously 
engage, redouble efforts to end the acute phase of the pandemic in 2022 for all, and lay 

strong sustainable foundations for a better future with clear accountabilities and honest 
acceptance of uncomfortable truths. 
 
Articles 
Cabotegravir for the prevention of HIV-1 in women: results from HPTN 084, a phase 3, 
randomised clinical trial 

Sinead Delany-Moretlwe, et al.on behalf of the HPTN 084 study group 
Open Access 

 
Series 
Optimising Child and Adolescent Health and Development 
What can work and how? An overview of evidence-based interventions and delivery 
strategies to support health and human development from before conception to 20 years 
Tyler Vaivada, et al.  
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Progress has been made globally in improving the coverage of key maternal, newborn, and early 
childhood interventions in low-income and middle-income countries, which has contributed to a 

decrease in child mortality and morbidity. However, inequities remain, and many children and 
adolescents are still not covered by life-saving and nurturing care interventions, despite their relatively 

low costs and high cost-effectiveness. This Series paper builds on a large body of work from the past 
two decades on evidence-based interventions and packages of care for survival, strategies for delivery, 
and platforms to reach the most vulnerable. We review the current evidence base on the effectiveness 
of a variety of essential and emerging interventions that can be delivered from before conception until 

age 20 years to help children and adolescents not only survive into adulthood, but also to grow and 
develop optimally, support their wellbeing, and help them reach their full developmental potential. 

Although scaling up evidence-based interventions in children younger than 5 years might have the 
greatest effect on reducing child mortality rates, we highlight interventions and evidence gaps for 

school-age children (5–9 years) and the transition from childhood to adolescence (10–19 years), 
including interventions to support mental health and positive development, and address unintentional 

injuries, neglected tropical diseases, and non-communicable diseases. 
 
Optimising Child and Adolescent Health and Development 
Improving health and social systems for all children in LMICs: structural innovations to 

deliver high-quality services 
Margaret E Kruk, et al. 

Summary 
Despite health gains over the past 30 years, children and adolescents are not reaching their health 

potential in many low-income and middle-income countries (LMICs). In addition to health systems, 
social systems, such as schools, communities, families, and digital platforms, can be used to promote 
health. We did a targeted literature review of how well health and social systems are meeting the 
needs of children in LMICs using the framework of The Lancet Global Health Commission on high-
quality health systems and we reviewed evidence for structural reforms in health and social sectors. 
We found that quality of services for children is substandard across both health and social systems. 

Health systems have deficits in care competence (eg, diagnosis and management), system competence 
(eg, timeliness, continuity, and referral), user experience (eg, respect and usability), service provision 

for common and serious conditions (eg, cancer, trauma, and mental health), and service offerings for 
adolescents. Education and social services for child health are limited by low funding and poor 

coordination with other sectors. Structural reforms are more likely to improve service quality 
substantially and at scale than are micro-level efforts. Promising approaches include governing for 
quality (eg, leadership, expert management, and learning systems), redesigning service delivery to 
maximise outcomes, and empowering families to better care for children and to demand quality care 

from health and social systems. Additional research is needed on health needs across the life course, 
health system performance for children and families, and large-scale evaluation of promising health 

and social programmes. 
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Reported cases of multisystem inflammatory syndrome in children aged 12–20 years in the 

USA who received a COVID-19 vaccine, December, 2020, through August, 2021: a 
surveillance investigation 

Anna R Yousaf, et al. and the MIS-C Investigation Authorship Group 
 
Health Policy 
Measuring and monitoring child health and wellbeing: recommendations for tracking 

progress with a core set of indicators in the Sustainable Development Goals era 
Jennifer Requejo, et al. 
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May 2022  Volume 4  Number 5  e290-e397 
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Editorial 
Holding artificial intelligence to account 
The Lancet Digital Health 

In this issue of The Lancet Digital Health, Xiaoxuan Liu and colleagues give their perspective on global 
auditing of medical artificial intelligence (AI). They call for the focus to shift from demonstrating the 

strengths of AI in health care to proactively discovering its weaknesses. 
 

Machines make unpredictable mistakes in medicine, which differ significantly from those made by 
humans. Liu and colleagues state that errors made by AI tools can have far-reaching consequences 
because of the complex and opaque relationships between the analysis and the clinical output. Given 
that there is little human control over how an AI generates results and that clinical knowledge is not a 
prerequisite in AI development, there is a risk of an AI learning spurious correlations that seem valid 
during training but are unreliable when applied to real-world situations. 

 
Lauren Oakden-Rayner and colleagues analysed the performance of an AI across a range of relevant 

features for hip fracture detection. This preclinical algorithmic audit identified barriers to clinical use, 
including a decrease in sensitivity at the prespecified operating point. This study highlighted several 

“failure modes”, which is the propensity of an AI to fail recurrently in certain conditions. Oakden-
Rayner told The Lancet Digital Health that their study showed that “the failure modes of AI systems 
can look bizarre from a human perspective. Take, for example, in the hip fracture audit (figure 5), the 
recognition that the AI missed an extremely displaced fracture … the sort of image even a lay person 

would recognise as completely abnormal.” These errors can drastically affect clinician and patient trust 
in AI. Another example demonstrating the need for auditing was highlighted last month in an 

investigation by STAT and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, which found that an EPIC health 
algorithm used to predict sepsis risk in the USA deteriorated sharply in performance, from 0·73 AUC to 

0·53 AUC, over 10 years. This deterioration over time was caused by changes in the hospital coding 
system, increased diversity and volume of patient data, and changes in operational behaviours of 

caregivers. There was little to no oversight of the AI tool once it hit the market, potentially causing 
harm to patients in hospital. Liu commented, “without the ability to observe and learn from algorithmic 
errors, the risk is that it will continue to happen and there's no accountability for any harm that 
results.” 
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Auditing medical AI is essential; but whose responsibility is it to ensure that AI is safe to 
use? Some experts think that AI developers are responsible for providing guidance on managing their 

tools, including how and when to check the system's performance, and identifying vulnerabilities that 
might emerge after they are put into practice. Others argue that not all the responsibility lies with AI 

developers, and health providers must test AI models on other data to verify their utility and assess 
potential vulnerabilities. Liu says, “we need clinical teams to start playing an active role in algorithmic 
safety oversight. They are best placed to define what success and failure looks like for their health 
institution and their patient cohort.” 

 
There are three challenges to overcome to ensure AI auditing is successfully implemented.  

 
First, in practice, auditing will require professionals with clinical and technical expertise to investigate 

and prevent AI errors and to thoughtfully interrogate errors before and during real-world deployment. 
However, experts with computational and clinical skill sets are not yet commonplace. Health-care 

institutes, AI companies, and governments must invest in upskilling health-care workers so that these 
experts can become an integral part of the medical AI development process. 
 
Second, industry-wide standards for monitoring medical AI tools over time must be enforced by key 

regulatory bodies. Tools to identify when an algorithm becomes miscalibrated because of changes in 
data or environment are being developed by researchers, but these tools must be endorsed in a 

sustained and standardised way, led by regulators, health systems, and AI developers. 
 

Third, the main issue that can exacerbate errors in AI is the lack of transparency of the data, code, 
and parameters due to intellectual property concerns. Liu and colleagues emphasise that much of the 
benefit that software and data access would provide can be instead obtained through a web portal with 
the ability to test the model on new data and receive model outputs. Oakden-Rayner said, “AI 
developers have a responsibility to make auditing easier for clinicians, especially by providing clear 
details of how their system works and how it was built.” 

 
Review 
The performance of wearable sensors in the detection of SARS-CoV-2 infection: a 
systematic review 

Marianna Mitratza, et al. 
Summary 
Containing the COVID-19 pandemic requires rapidly identifying infected individuals. Subtle changes in 
physiological parameters (such as heart rate, respiratory rate, and skin temperature), discernible by 

wearable devices, could act as early digital biomarkers of infections. Our primary objective was to 
assess the performance of statistical and algorithmic models using data from wearable devices to 

detect deviations compatible with a SARS-CoV-2 infection. We searched MEDLINE, Embase, Web of 
Science, the Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials (known as CENTRAL), International Clinical 

Trials Registry Platform, and ClinicalTrials.gov on July 27, 2021 for publications, preprints, and study 
protocols describing the use of wearable devices to identify a SARS-CoV-2 infection. Of 3196 records 

identified and screened, 12 articles and 12 study protocols were analysed. Most included articles had a 
moderate risk of bias, as per the National Institute of Health Quality Assessment Tool for Observational 
and Cross-Sectional Studies. The accuracy of algorithmic models to detect SARS-CoV-2 infection varied 
greatly (area under the curve 0·52–0·92). An algorithm's ability to detect presymptomatic infection 
varied greatly (from 20% to 88% of cases), from 14 days to 1 day before symptom onset. Increased 

heart rate was most frequently associated with SARS-CoV-2 infection, along with increased skin 
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temperature and respiratory rate. All 12 protocols described prospective studies that had yet to be 
completed or to publish their results, including two randomised controlled trials. The evidence 

surrounding wearable devices in the early detection of SARS-CoV-2 infection is still in an early stage, 
with a limited overall number of studies identified. However, these studies show promise for the early 

detection of SARS-CoV-2 infection. Large prospective, and preferably controlled, studies recruiting and 
retaining larger and more diverse populations are needed to provide further evidence. 
 
Viewpoint 
The medical algorithmic audit 
Xiaoxuan Liu, Ben Glocker, Melissa M McCradden, Marzyeh Ghassemi, Alastair K Denniston, Lauren 

Oakden-Rayner 
Summary 
Artificial intelligence systems for health care, like any other medical device, have the potential to fail. 
However, specific qualities of artificial intelligence systems, such as the tendency to learn spurious 

correlates in training data, poor generalisability to new deployment settings, and a paucity of reliable 
explainability mechanisms, mean they can yield unpredictable errors that might be entirely missed 
without proactive investigation. We propose a medical algorithmic audit framework that guides the 
auditor through a process of considering potential algorithmic errors in the context of a clinical task, 

mapping the components that might contribute to the occurrence of errors, and anticipating their 
potential consequences. We suggest several approaches for testing algorithmic errors, including 

exploratory error analysis, subgroup testing, and adversarial testing, and provide examples from our 
own work and previous studies. The medical algorithmic audit is a tool that can be used to better 

understand the weaknesses of an artificial intelligence system and put in place mechanisms to mitigate 
their impact. We propose that safety monitoring and medical algorithmic auditing should be a joint 
responsibility between users and developers, and encourage the use of feedback mechanisms between 
these groups to promote learning and maintain safe deployment of artificial intelligence systems. 
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Articles 
National tuberculosis spending efficiency and its associated factors in 121 low-income and 
middle-income countries, 2010–19: a data envelopment and stochastic frontier analysis 
Gerard Joseph Abou Jaoude, et al. 
 

The Lancet Global Health Commissions 
The Lancet Global Health Commission on financing primary health care: putting people at 

the centre 
Kara Hanson, et al 

   The COVID-19 pandemic has brought the need for well-functioning primary health care (PHC) into 
sharp focus. PHC is the best platform for providing basic health interventions (including effective 

management of non-communicable diseases) and essential public health functions. PHC is widely 
recognised as a key component of all high-performing health systems and is an essential foundation of 
universal health coverage 
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Editorial 
War and infectious diseases: brothers in arms 

The Lancet Infectious Diseases 
 
Comment 
COVID-19 vaccine: what are we doing and what should we do? 

Marcello Candelli 
 

Modelling vaccination to mitigate typhoid fever burden 
Karen H Keddy 

 
Assortative mixing among vaccination groups and biased estimation of reproduction 

numbers 
Colin Klaus, et al. 
 
Effectiveness of BNT162b2 against COVID-19 in adolescents 

Annabel A Powell, et al. 
 

Articles 
Measuring the effects of COVID-19-related disruption on dengue transmission in southeast 

Asia and Latin America: a statistical modelling study 
Yuyang Chen, et al. on behalf of the CMMID COVID-19 Working Group 
Open Access 
 
Neonatal rotavirus vaccine (RV3-BB) immunogenicity and safety in a neonatal and infant 
administration schedule in Malawi: a randomised, double-blind, four-arm parallel group 

dose-ranging study 
Desiree Witte, et al. 
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Asia and Latin America: a statistical modelling study 
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Open Access 
 

Neonatal rotavirus vaccine (RV3-BB) immunogenicity and safety in a neonatal and infant 
administration schedule in Malawi: a randomised, double-blind, four-arm parallel group 

dose-ranging study 
Desiree Witte, et al. 

 
Estimating the effect of vaccination on antimicrobial-resistant typhoid fever in 73 

countries supported by Gavi: a mathematical modelling study 
Ruthie Birger, et al. 
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Using big data and mobile health to manage diarrhoeal disease in children in low-income 
and middle-income countries: societal barriers and ethical implications 

Karen H Keddy, et al. 
 
Combating Childhood Infections in LMICs: Evaluating the Contribution of Big Data 
Global health systems' data science approach for precision diagnosis of sepsis in early life 
Kenneth Iregbu, et al. 
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COVID-19 pandemic: what's next for public health? 
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Editorial | 03 May 2022  

Australia must abolish law that allows politicians to veto research grants  
   The upcoming Australian election is an opportunity for researchers to press all parties to reinstate the 

independence of research funding. 
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Review Article | 04 January 2022  
Drug delivery systems for RNA therapeutics  

   RNA therapies can be used to manipulate gene expression or produce therapeutic proteins. Here, the 
authors describe the growing number of RNA therapies and their molecular mechanisms of action. 
They also discuss the path from preclinical drug delivery research to clinical approval of these drugs. 
Kalina Paunovska, David Loughrey, James E. Dahlman 
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Computational analysis of cancer genome sequencing data  
   In this Review the authors provide an overview of key algorithmic developments, popular tools and 

emerging technologies used in the bioinformatic analysis of genomes. They also describe how such 
analysis can identify point mutations, copy number alterations, structural variations and mutational 

signatures in cancer genomes. 
Isidro Cortés-Ciriano, Doga C. Gulhan, Peter J. Park 
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Comment | 12 April 2022  

Estimating disease severity of Omicron and Delta SARS-CoV-2 infections  
   The Omicron variant of SARS-CoV-2 has been reported to cause milder disease in adults but lead to 

increased hospital admissions in children. How can we compare disease severity in Omicron and Delta 
infections, and how should differences be interpreted? 
Alex Sigal, Ron Milo, Waasila Jassat 
 

Progress | 18 March 2022  
SARS-CoV-2 infection and COVID-19 vaccination in pregnancy  

   In this Progress article, Male summarizes our current understanding of the risks associated with 
SARS-CoV-2 infection in pregnancy. Importantly, the article highlights the now substantial body of 

evidence supporting the safety and efficacy of COVID-19 vaccination in pregnancy. 
Victoria Male 
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Comment | 25 January 2022  

Research on rare diseases: ten years of progress and challenges at IRDiRC  
   The International Rare Diseases Research Consortium (IRDiRC) is a global collaborative initiative 

launched in 2011, aimed at tackling rare diseases through research. Here, we summarize IRDiRC’s 
vision and goals and highlight achievements and prospects after its first decade. 
Lucia Monaco, Galliano Zanello, David A. Pearce 
 

Review Article | 16 March 2022  
Strategies to access biosynthetic novelty in bacterial genomes for drug discovery  

   Natural products derived from bacteria are an important source of potential new drug compounds, 
such as antibiotics and anticancer agents, but how to efficiently mine this resource remains a 

challenge. In their Review, Hemmerling and Piel discuss newly developed computational tools and 
strategies to access biosynthetic novelty in bacterial genomes. They consider the opportunities and 

challenges associated with different bacterial sources, including cultivated, ecology-based and 
previously untapped bacterial ‘dark matter’. 
Franziska Hemmerling, Jörn Piel 
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