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Milestones - Perspectives 

 
::::::  
::::::  
 
TB - World TB Day 
 
On World TB day WHO calls for increased investments into TB services and research 
Release of updated guidance on management of TB in children and adolescents 
21 March 2022   News release 
 
On World TB Day, WHO calls for an urgent investment of resources, support, care and 
information into the fight against tuberculosis (TB). Although 66 million lives have been 
saved since 2000, the COVID-19 pandemic has reversed those gains. For the first time in over 
a decade, TB deaths increased in 2020. Ongoing conflicts across Eastern Europe, Africa and the Middle 
East have further exacerbated the situation for vulnerable populations. 
 
Global spending on TB diagnostics, treatments and prevention in 2020 were less than half 
of the global target of US$ 13 billion annually by 2022. For research and development, an extra 
US$ 1.1 billion per year is needed. “Urgent investments are needed to develop and expand access to 
the most innovative services and tools to prevent, detect and treat TB that could save millions of lives 
each year, narrow inequities and avert huge economic losses,” said Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus. 
“These investments offer huge returns for countries and donors, in averted health care costs and 
increased productivity.” 
 
Investments in TB programmes have demonstrated benefits not just for people with TB but for health 
systems and pandemic preparedness. Building on lessons learnt from COVID-19 research, there is a 
need to catalyse investment and action to accelerate the development of new tools, especially new TB 
vaccines. 
 
Progress towards reaching the 2022 targets set in the UN High Level Meeting political declaration and 
the WHO Director-General’s Flagship Initiative Find.Treat. All is at risk mainly due to lack of funding. 
Between 2018–2020, 20 million people were reached with TB treatment. This is 50% of the 5-year 
target of 40 million people reached with TB treatment for 2018-2022. During the same period 8.7 
million people were provided TB preventive treatment. This is 29% of the target of 30 million for 2018-
2022.  
 
The situation is even worse for children and adolescents with TB. In 2020, an estimated 63 
% of children and young adolescents below 15 years with TB were not reached with or not 
officially reported to have accessed life-saving TB diagnosis and treatment services; the proportion 
was even higher - 72% - for children under 5 years. Almost two thirds of eligible children under 5 did 
not receive TB preventive treatment and therefore remain at risk of illness. 
 
COVID-19 has had a further negative and disproportionate impact on children and adolescents with TB 
or at risk, with increased TB transmission in the household, lower care-seeking and access to health 
services. WHO is sounding the alarm on World TB Day for countries to urgently restore access to TB 
services, disrupted due to COVID-19 pandemic for all people with TB, especially children and 
adolescents. 

https://www.who.int/news/item/21-03-2022-on-world-tb-day-who-calls-for-increased-investments-into-tb-services-and-research
https://www.who.int/news/item/21-03-2022-on-world-tb-day-who-calls-for-increased-investments-into-tb-services-and-research


 
“Children and adolescents with TB are lagging behind adults in access to TB prevention and care”, said 
Dr Tereza Kasaeva, Director of WHO’s Global TB Programme. “The WHO guidelines issued today 
are a gamechanger for children and adolescents, helping them get diagnosed and access 
care sooner, leading to better outcomes and cutting transmission. The priority now is to 
rapidly expand implementation of the guidance across countries to save young lives and 
avert suffering”… 
 
:: WHO consolidated guidelines on tuberculosis Module 5: Management of tuberculosis in children and 
adolescents 
:: WHO operational handbook on tuberculosis Module 5: Management of tuberculosis in children and 
adolescents 
:: Information Sheet on management of tuberculosis in children and adolescents 
 
::::::  
 
Global Fund Calls for Renewed Urgency in Fight to End TB  
22 March 2022     
GENEVA – On World TB Day, 24 March, the Global Fund is urgently calling for the world to reignite the 
fight to end tuberculosis (TB) by 2030. The COVID-19 pandemic has upended years of progress in the 
fight against TB. Deaths from the disease rose for the first time in more than a decade, fueled by a 
surge in undiagnosed and untreated cases. 
 
“If we fail to step up the fight against TB, we must accept that we are effectively abandoning the 2030 
goal to end the disease as a public health threat,” said Peter Sands, Executive Director of the Global 
Fund. “We must mount a massive effort to diagnose people quickly and get them the necessary 
treatment. TB is deadly and is the top infectious disease killer after COVID-19.”… 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Ukraine 
 
Emergency in Ukraine: external situation report #4, published 24 March 2022: reporting 
period: 17–23 March 2022  

 
 The overall situation continues to deteriorate across Ukraine. To date, over 18 million people have 
been affected by the conflict. According to the latest government data compiled by the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), over three million refugees have now left Ukraine for 
surrounding countries, with 59% of them in Poland followed by Romania (15%). It is estimated that 
over four million people could leave Ukraine and seek protection and support across the region. 
 
1.2.2 Priority public health concerns 

https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/9789240046764
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/9789240046764
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/9789240046832
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/9789240046832
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/information-sheet-management-of-tuberculosis-in-children-and-adolescents
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2022-03-22-global-fund-calls-for-renewed-urgency-in-fight-to-end-tb/
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-EURO-2022-5152-44915-63936
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/emergency-in-ukraine-external-situation-report-4-published-24-march-2022-reporting-period-17-23-march-2022
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/emergency-in-ukraine-external-situation-report-4-published-24-march-2022-reporting-period-17-23-march-2022
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/emergency-in-ukraine-external-situation-report-4-published-24-march-2022-reporting-period-17-23-march-2022
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/emergency-in-ukraine-external-situation-report-4-published-24-march-2022-reporting-period-17-23-march-2022
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::::::  
::::::  
 
COVID Perspectives 
 
WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the WHO press conference – 23 March 2022 
Speech 
   …Several countries are now seeing their highest death rates since the beginning of the 
pandemic.  
This reflects the speed with which Omicron spreads, and the heightened risk of death for those who 
are not vaccinated, especially older people. 
 
We all want to move on from the pandemic. But no matter how much we wish it away, this pandemic 
is not over. Until we reach high vaccination coverage in all countries, we will continue to face the risk 
of infections surging, and new variants emerging that evade vaccines. Even as some high-income 
countries propose a second booster dose, one third of the world’s population remains 
unvaccinated.  
 
But there are some promising signs of progress. In Nigeria, for example, vaccine uptake was 
dramatically increased when supply stabilized, and planning was done on how to effectively distribute 
vaccines.  
 
WHO’s target remains to vaccinate 70% of the population of every country by the middle 
of this year, with priority given to health workers, older people and other at-risk groups. 
Achieving that target is essential to save lives, prevent the risk of long COVID, protect health systems 
and increase population immunity.  
 
Other tools, including testing, sequencing and contact tracing, also remain essential, and it’s vital that 
countries don’t abandon the capacities they have built over the past two years. 
 
WHO continues to support countries with the tools they need… 
=== 
Finally, tomorrow is World TB Day.  
 
Tuberculosis kills more than 1.5 million people each year. Ending this debilitating disease 
remains a priority for WHO, and in recent years, we have made encouraging progress.  
 
More than 66 million people received access to TB services since the year 2000. However, the COVID-
19 pandemic has led to disruptions that reversed years of progress. And the war in Ukraine is also 
jeopardising progress in that country. 
 
For the first time in over a decade, WHO has reported an increase in TB deaths. This is a 
very dangerous trend that we must arrest. We call on all countries to invest in expanding access to 
effective tools against tuberculosis, and in new tools to End TB. 
 
::::::  
 
African countries scale back on COVID-19 measures  

https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-who-press-conference-23-march-2022
https://www.afro.who.int/news/african-countries-scale-back-covid-19-measures


24 March 2022  -WHO AFRO 
Brazzaville – With new COVID-19 cases significantly dropping, many countries are increasingly 
curtailing COVID-19 surveillance and quarantine measures. While the need to reopen economies and 
resume social life is important, the World Health Organization (WHO) is calling for caution and 
consideration of the risks involved.  
 
Contact tracing is a key strategy for curbing the spread of the virus and reducing mortality. In August 
2020, 23 out of 54 countries on the continent were conducting comprehensive contact tracing, which 
entails listing and following all the contacts of a confirmed case. With the evolution of the pandemic, 
countries have moved towards prioritized contact tracing, where only contacts at high risk of infection 
or falling severely ill are followed. Based on analysis of open-source data, WHO finds that by 15 March 
2022, 13 countries were conducting comprehensive surveillance, while 19 countries were carrying out 
prioritized contact tracing. Twenty-two African countries were no longer carrying out any kind of 
contact tracing. 
 
“It is a matter of concern that nearly half of all countries in Africa have stopped tracing the 
contacts of cases,” said Dr Matshidiso Moeti, WHO Regional Director for Africa. “This, along 
with robust testing, is the backbone of any pandemic response. Without this critical 
information, it is difficult to track the spread of the virus and identify new COVID-19 
hotspots that may be caused by known or emerging variants.” 
 
Aside from contact tracing, testing is a critical surveillance strategy. The WHO benchmark for countries 
with a good testing rate is 10 tests per 10 000 population per week. In the first quarter of 2022, only 
27% of countries were achieving this weekly target, indicating a concerning decrease in testing rates 
compared with 2021, when 40% of countries reached the benchmark. Aside from polymerase chain 
reaction (PCR) testing and antigen rapid diagnostic tests, WHO is also recommending self-testing using 
antigen-detection rapid tests to expand access to diagnostics and has published guidelines.   
 
While COVID-19 cases have declined across the continent since the peak of the Omicron-driven fourth 
wave in early January 2022, vaccination coverage remains far behind the rest of the world. 
About 201 million people or 15.6% of the population are fully vaccinated compared with the global 
average of 57%. 
 
However, with cases low and pressure mounting to open up the economy, countries are not only 
cutting back on surveillance but a raft of other measures. A WHO survey conducted in March 
2022 found that seven out of 21 countries reporting no longer required quarantine for people exposed 
to the virus. One country did not require isolation of confirmed cases, while four required isolation for 
only symptomatic cases… 
 
::::::  
 
EU strengthens partnership with WHO to boost local manufacturing and access to 
vaccines, medicines and health technologies in Africa 
24 March 20220 
The Commission and the World Health Organization (WHO) are strengthening their partnership to 
improve equitable access to safe, effective, and quality-assured vaccines, medicines and 
health technologies in Sub-Saharan Africa, Commissioner for International Partnerships Jutta 
Urpilainen and WHO Director-General Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus announced today in Geneva. 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_1970
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_1970


 
Commissioner Urpilainen said: “The European Union and WHO share a common ambition to boost local 
production capacity and access to quality, safe, effective and –importantly – affordable medicines and 
vaccines. Under the Team Europe initiative for local manufacturing in Africa, today with Dr. Tedros we 
agreed on stepping up support to our African partners in tackling some of the main barriers to access 
and availability, with concrete projects financed with at least €24.5 million from the EU budget. 
Together, we are strengthening the foundations of resilient health systems, universal health coverage 
and health security for now and in the future.”   
 
The EU–WHO partnership will assist the African Union in reaching its target of increasing 
local vaccine production, in Africa and for Africa. It will also support the achievement of African 
Union objectives in areas such as jobs and growth, trade, and scientific cooperation. 
 
The financial contribution of €24.5 million from the EU supports three main categories of 
action: regulatory strengthening (€11.5 million), technology transfer (€12 million), and 
demand consolidation and strategic purchasing (€1 million). 
 
Technology transfer: WHO is facilitating technology transfer for local production in Sub-Saharan Africa, 
in close cooperation with national, continental, and global stakeholders (COVAX Manufacturing Task 
Force). The EU will support the mRNA technology transfer hub in South Africa, technology transfer 
across the region, and the development of the workforce. Total EU and Member States' support to the 
hub reaches €40 million. 
 
Regulatory strengthening: The EU and WHO will support African partners, at national, regional and 
continental levels in strengthening regulatory frameworks and functions. This is part of a broader 
package of support for regulatory strengthening to create an enabling and innovative environment for 
the local manufacturing of vaccines, medicines and health technologies. This will reinforce the African 
Medicines Regulatory Harmonization (AMRH) initiative and the African Medicines Agency… 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
COVID Therapeutics 
 
UNICEF signs supply agreement with Pfizer for oral COVID-19 treatment  
NEW YORK/COPENHAGEN, 22 March 2022 – UNICEF has signed a supply agreement with Pfizer for the 
procurement of up to 4 million treatment courses of the new oral antiviral medicine nirmatrelvir/ 
ritonavir (PAXLOVID™) in 2022. 
 
UNICEF procurement of nirmatrelvir/ritonavir (PAXLOVID™) is dependent on country demand, clinical 
recommendations and necessary approvals. 
 
In December 2021, the US Food and Drug Administration issued an Emergency Use Authorization for 
the use of nirmatrelvir/ritonavir (PAXLOVID™) for the treatment of mild to moderate cases of COVID-
19. Nirmatrelvir/ritonavir (PAXLOVID™) is currently under assessment by the World Health 
Organization (WHO). 
 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-signs-supply-agreement-pfizer-oral-covid-19-treatment


This agreement will help ensure that low- and middle-income countries (LMICs) have timely access to 
this novel COVID-19 therapeutic. Supply will be made available for procurement and delivery to 95 
LMICs, which includes some upper-middle income countries. UNICEF will work closely with WHO and 
Access to COVID-19 Tools Accelerator (ACT-A) partners such as The Global Fund and Unitaid to ensure 
equitable access to nirmatrelvir/ritonavir (PAXLOVID™). 
 
UNICEF continues to work with ACT-A partners and industry to facilitate equitable access to COVID-19 
therapeutics. 
 
::::::  
 
Unitaid statement on the MPP agreements for local production of generic versions of the 
oral COVID-19 antiviral nirmatrelvir 
24 March 2022 
Geneva – Unitaid welcomes the agreements signed by the Medicines Patent Pool (MPP) with generic 
manufacturers to produce Pfizer’s oral COVID-19 treatment nirmatrelvir, co-administered with ritonavir, 
accelerating access to this promising outpatient medicine in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs). 
 
Nirmatrelvir is an oral antiviral co-administered with ritonavir for non-hospitalized mild-to-moderate 
COVID-19 patients at highest risk of developing severe forms of the disease. According to a study 
conducted by Pfizer, the new medicine can notably avert progression to severe illness and reduce the 
risk of hospitalization and death when administered in early stages of the infection. The oral outpatient 
antiviral is currently under assessment by the World Health Organization. 
 
With COVID-19 vaccine coverage still limited in low resource settings, oral outpatient treatments can 
play a critical role in the management of COVID-19, with a potential to save lives and ease the 
pressure on healthcare systems. But challenges in equitable access remain and global efforts are 
needed to support production of generic versions of medicines and ensure systems are in place for 
these products to be promptly prequalified and adopted. 
 
This is a significant step for the work the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator’s therapeutics 
pillar partners are leading, working closely with the MPP, originator and generic companies, to rapidly 
introduce new treatments in LMICs, alongside adequate testing, and ensure rapid and affordable 
access to those products… 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
March 24, 2022  Vol. 386 No. 12 
https://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal 
Editorial 
Addressing Vaccine Inequity — Covid-19 Vaccines as a Global Public Good 
List of authors. 

https://unitaid.org/news-blog/unitaid-statement-on-the-mpp-agreements-for-local-production-of-generic-versions-of-the-oral-covid-19-antiviral-nirmatrelvir/
https://unitaid.org/news-blog/unitaid-statement-on-the-mpp-agreements-for-local-production-of-generic-versions-of-the-oral-covid-19-antiviral-nirmatrelvir/
https://medicinespatentpool.org/news-publications-post/35-generic-manufacturers-sign-agreements-with-mpp-to-produce-low-cost-generic-versions-of-pfizers-oral-covid-19-treatment-nirmatrelvir-in-combination-with-ritonavir-for-supply-in-95-low-and
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2118542
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2118542
https://www.who.int/initiatives/act-accelerator/about
https://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal
Editorial


David J. Hunter, F.Med.Sci., Salim S. Abdool Karim, M.B., Ch.B., Ph.D., Lindsey R. Baden, M.D., Jeremy 
J. Farrar, M.D., Ph.D., Mary Beth Hamel, M.D., M.P.H., Dan L. Longo, M.D., Stephen Morrissey, Ph.D., 
and Eric J. Rubin, M.D., Ph.D. 
 
The first peer-reviewed clinical trial evidence that a Covid-19 vaccine provided robust protection against 
SARS-CoV-2 infection was published in the Journal in December 2020,1 less than a year after the 
sequence of the viral genome was reported. This unprecedentedly rapid development of vaccines was a 
scientific triumph. In the year since, about 62% of the world’s population has received at least one 
dose of a Covid-19 vaccine, and 54% have completed the primary vaccine series.2 This would appear 
to be a landmark success in global health mobilization. 
 

 
 
Figure 1. Covid-19 Vaccine Doses Administered in Countries Categorized by Income Level, December 2, 
2020, through February 20, 2022. 
 
The truth, of course, is very different. The availability of Covid-19 vaccines differs vastly across the 
globe (Figure 1). While several wealthy countries have exceeded 90% vaccine coverage, only about 
11% of all people in low-income countries have received at least one dose, and only 25% of our health 
care colleagues in Africa were fully vaccinated by November, before the omicron wave.3 Approximately 
three billion people worldwide have not received a single dose. The gulf in vaccination rates according 
to national income is overwhelming, despite the fact that a number of the pivotal phase 3 trials that led 

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe2202547
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe2202547
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe2202547
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe2202547


to vaccine licensing were conducted in part in some less developed countries. Poorer countries with no 
capacity to manufacture vaccines joined the end of the queue, as countries with manufacturing 
capacity prioritized local supply and wealthier countries purchased the vaccines. We should not be 
surprised by vaccine nationalism; company CEOs and boards have a fiduciary responsibility to maximize 
their stock price, and politicians are elected to prefer the interests of their voters over populations in 
other nations, despite cogent arguments to prioritize vaccinations globally for the vulnerable and for 
health care workers.4 
 
And a new challenge to the global vaccine supply has emerged: data from multiple in vitro and real-
world studies published in the Journal have shown that antibodies to SARS-CoV-2 wane over a matter 
of months after vaccination, findings that underscore the need for a booster to restore high antibody 
levels both to reduce infection with new variants and to minimize hospitalization and death.5 In 
developed countries, the rapid emergence of the omicron variant has increased the urgency of these 
booster doses. Israel, a front-runner in providing booster doses, is now testing the efficacy of yet a 
fourth vaccine dose, and further boosters and redesigned vaccines are likely to be needed over time. 
These developments guarantee that existing vaccine supplies will be directed to rich countries, further 
delaying their availability in poor countries. Appeals from the World Health Organization (WHO) to 
delay booster doses in order to prioritize first doses to the world’s three billion unvaccinated people 
have gone unheeded in countries that see boosters as the way to open their economies and end 
unpopular social interventions. There is also the risk that “old vaccines” will be dumped on poorer 
countries as the rich shift to second-generation redesigned vaccines. 
 
The COVAX (Covid-19 Vaccines Global Access) program, set up as part of the ACT (Access to Covid-19 
Tools) Accelerator and led by GAVI (the Vaccine Alliance), CEPI (the Coalition for Epidemic 
Preparedness Innovations), and the WHO to support equitable access, was established in anticipation 
of this problem. But COVAX’s impact has been muted by supply-chain issues, vaccine nationalism, the 
decision by some countries to halt the export of vaccines, and queue-jumping by wealthy countries, 
which caused its initial projections of vaccine availability to be cut substantially.6 The two largest 
countries in the world, China and India, improved the situation by vaccinating their populations through 
their national production. But the majority of countries have no local production capacity and are 
entirely dependent on external purchases, vaccine diplomacy, or donations. Developed countries that 
send about-to-expire batches of vaccine to poorer countries do little to address inequities. 
Furthermore, different vaccines have different efficacy against illness, and the half-life of that efficacy, 
along with supply, would ideally be factored into any global vaccination strategy, but this cannot 
happen when the different vaccines vary in price and availability. Fortunately, even one dose of most 
vaccines appears to adequately boost those who have had a primary infection, which suggests that 
even a single vaccination may be a beneficial bridge to completing a primary series in countries where 
the prevalence of antibodies due to primary infection is high. 
 
It has become an article of faith that “no one is safe until everyone is safe,”7 but in countries that can 
vaccinate a very high proportion of their populations and supply boosters, and perhaps boosters-on-
boosters, Covid-19 may become a controllable infection (although the emergence of immune-escape 
variants remains an ever-present threat and immunosuppressed people remain at risk). In countries 
with low vaccine coverage, however, SARS-CoV-2 will still cause major morbidity and mortality, strain 
health systems, sicken health workers, and cause economic disruption and will potentially provoke 
intermittent travel bans when new variants emerge. As developed countries stockpile boosters in 
response to virus variants, when will less-developed countries find a timely and secure supply of Covid-
19 vaccines? 

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe2202547
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe2202547
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe2202547
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe2202547


 
It is argued that the self-interest of rich countries should lead them to help vaccinate poorer countries 
because the uncontrolled spread of SARS-CoV-2 could foster the emergence of escape mutants that 
will unsettle their vaccine-induced protection against infection, hospitalization, and death. But although 
such unchecked viral replication and transmission increase the risk of new variants, SARS-CoV-2 
evolution in immunosuppressed patients can create new variants anywhere, including the developed 
world.8 Since current vaccines do not provide sterilizing immunity against infection with new variants 
such as omicron, SARS-CoV-2 will continue to circulate, and perhaps mutate, even in highly vaccinated 
populations. The case for global vaccine equity cannot rest solely on a defense against escape mutants. 
Morality and social justice argue that Covid-19 morbidity and mortality and their impact on economic 
and health systems should be prevented in all countries, rich and poor, around the world. 
 
In the short term, poorer countries will have to compete for the purchase of vaccines in the global 
marketplace and hope that the COVAX mechanism can radically speed up and augment deliveries, 
despite the COVAX CEO’s assessment that “what we do not have today are the resources to help 
countries adapt to the new challenges that we know Covid-19 will create in 2022.”9 Meanwhile, one 
potential solution, a World Trade Organization TRIPS waiver of intellectual property rights due to a 
public health emergency, has been stymied for over 18 months, despite endorsements from the WHO, 
the U.S. president, and over 100 governments,10 including those of India, South Africa, Russia, and 
China. The Oxford–AstraZeneca ChAdOx1-nCoV-19 vaccine and some others have been voluntarily 
licensed to multiple countries for scaled-up production. Baylor College of Medicine has made publicly 
available the formula for a protein subunit vaccine that has received Emergency Use Authorization in 
India.11 But the mRNA vaccine strategy that can most flexibly accommodate antigenic changes 
remains fiercely protected by the companies involved, despite being based on research funded for 
decades from the public purse. In the early months of vaccine production, the argument that supply 
chains for the 280 ingredients necessary for mRNA vaccine manufacture would be disrupted by any 
change might have made sense. But continuing exclusivity has meant that little public funding has 
gone into scaling up the production of those ingredients, a situation that perpetuates these limitations 
in the supply chains. It is long past time to break this impasse. 
 
The medium-to-long-term solution is clear. Less developed and smaller countries need access to local 
or regional capacity to manufacture vaccines, because they cannot rely on the excess production 
capacity of richer countries for vaccine supplies in this or future pandemics. A report in 2017 estimated 
that over 99% of the vaccines used in Africa were imported, and astonishingly, although in 1997 about 
55 countries had vaccine manufacturing capacity, by 2015 commercial and regulatory pressures had 
reduced that number to fewer than 20.12 This situation contrasts with aims of the Global Action Plan 
for influenza vaccines developed by the WHO, which has emphasized and supported regional 
manufacture of flu vaccines.13 CEPI plans to develop an international network that will reduce the time 
needed to produce a vaccine against a new epidemic pathogen to 100 days,14 but the immediate test 
case is how to ramp up the production of the most effective Covid-19 vaccines today. 
 
A sustained effort to develop and increase regional vaccine-production capacity is needed to reduce 
reliance on the business plans of a handful of commercial entities. This should include licensing and 
technology transfer arrangements such as those developed by the WHO and the Medicines Patent Pool, 
which have successfully made antiretroviral treatments widely and cheaply available to treat AIDS, 
even in the poorest countries. The WHO has gone further, creating vaccine hubs, such as the mRNA 
vaccine hubs in South Africa and five other African countries,15 that hold the promise of locally 
developed and manufactured vaccines for Covid-19 and future pandemics. The chair of the 

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe2202547
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe2202547
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe2202547
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe2202547
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe2202547
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe2202547
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe2202547
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe2202547


International Monetary Fund maintains that financing vaccine production in Africa is “good for the 
world,” since the investment needed is tiny as compared with the global economic impact of Covid-
19.16 An alternative, giving poor countries loans to purchase Covid-19 vaccines, only perpetuates 
indebtedness. Finally, as new vaccines are developed, regulatory mechanisms must adapt to changing 
circumstances; where a high proportion of people have partial immunity from natural infection, 
vaccination, or both, phase 3 trials that aim to show the superiority of a new Covid-19 vaccine become 
impossibly large, making noninferiority studies the preferred option in order to increase the diversity of 
licensed vaccines. 
 
Vaccine inequity is symptomatic of the failure of global governance of the pandemic. The haphazard 
way in which vaccines are currently distributed must be addressed as part of a global vaccine strategy 
that includes a system of intellectual-property management, manufacturing, and distribution that 
ensures that vaccines are made available equitably around the world. Vaccines against pandemic 
diseases, and the ability to manufacture them, must not be a sequestered asset that maximizes the 
return to pharmaceutical company executives and shareholders or increases the electability of 
politicians. They must be a global public good. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

Coronavirus [COVID-19] - WHO 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019  
 
Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates  
Last update: 25 Mar 2022 
Confirmed cases ::     476 374 234 
Confirmed deaths ::         6 108 976 
Vaccine doses administered:  10 925 055 390 
 
:::::: 
 
Weekly epidemiological update on COVID-19 - 22 March 2022 
Overview  
After a consistent decrease since the end of January 2022, the number of new weekly 
cases rose for a second consecutive week, with a 7% increase reported during the week of 
14 through 20 March 2022, as compared to the previous week. The number of new deaths has 
continued a decreasing trend (-23% as compared to the previous week). Across the six WHO regions, 
over 12 million cases and just under 33 000 deaths were reported. 
 
As of 20 March 2022, over 468 million confirmed cases and over 6 million deaths have been reported 
globally. 
 
At the regional level, the number of new weekly cases increased in the Western Pacific region (+21%), 
remained stable in the European region, and decreased in the Eastern Mediterranean (-41%), Africa (-
33%), South-East Asia (-23%) and Americas (-17%) regions.  
 

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe2202547
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---22-march-2022


In this edition, we provide an update on the geographic distribution of circulating SARS-CoV-2 variants 
of concern (VOCs), including the prevalence and summary of current evidence of the Omicron variant. 
We also provide updates on vaccine effectiveness for the Delta and Omicron variants… 
 

 

 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Several Covid-19 vaccine specific recommendations updated 
WHO Departmental news 
21 March 2022  
Links to latest updated recommendations: 
- Bharat BBV152 Covaxin vaccine - 15 March 2022 
- Sinovac-CoronaVac vaccine - 15 March 2022 
- Sinopharm COVID-19 vaccine BIBP - 15 March 2022 
- ChAdOx1-S [recombinant] vaccine against COVID-19 - 15 March 2022 
- Moderna mRNA-1273 vaccine against Covid-19 - 23 February 2022 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Status of COVID-19 Vaccines within WHO EUL/PQ evaluation process 02 March 2022 

[Full scale view available at title link above] 
[Updated on 02 March 2022] 

:::::: 
 
COVID Vaccines/Therapeutics - Developer/Manufacturer Announcements  
[Selected press releases/announcements from organizations from WHO EUL/PQ listing above and other 
organizations] 
 
AstraZeneca 

https://www.who.int/news/item/21-03-2022-several-covid-19-vaccine-specific-recommendations-updated
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccines-SAGE-recommendation-bbv152-covaxin
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccines-SAGE_recommendation-Sinovac-CoronaVac-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccines-SAGE-recommendation-BIBP
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccines-SAGE_recommendation-AZD1222-2021.1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/interim-recommendations-for-use-of-the-moderna-mrna-1273-vaccine-against-covid-19
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj69NvWpojvAhXORTABHU7pCfEQFjAAegQIAxAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fextranet.who.int%2Fpqweb%2Fkey-resources%2Fdocuments%2Fstatus-covid-19-vaccines-within-who-eulpq-evaluation-process&usg=AOvVaw2ZuZgAiQ_JV1xYYPsr0GGJ


Press Releases   
Evusheld long-acting antibody combination recommended for approval in the EU for the 
pre-exposure prophylaxis (prevention) of COVID-19 
24 March 2022 
  
Bharat Biotech  
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
BioCubaFarma – Cuba 
Últimas Noticias  - Website not leading at inquiry 
 
Biontech 
Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
CanSinoBIO 
News - Website not responding at inquiry 
 
Clover Biopharmaceuticals - China 
News  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Curevac  [Bayer Ag – Germany] 
News   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Gamaleya National Center 
Latest News and Events - See Russia below. 
 
IMBCAMS, China 
Home  - Website not responding at inquiry   
 
Janssen/JNJ 
Press Releases    
Mar 24, 2022   United States 
U.S. FDA Approves Streamlined Process for Initiating HIV Therapy with CABENUVA 
(cabotegravir and rilpivirine), the First and Only Complete Long-Acting Injectable HIV 
Treatment  
 
Moderna 
Press Releases   
March 24, 2022 
Moderna Announces Clinical and Program Updates at 3rd Annual Vaccines Day 
- COVID-19 vaccine Phase 2/3 study in children 6 months to under 6 years has successfully met its 

primary endpoint with robust neutralizing antibody titers similar to adults. Moderna is moving 
forward with global regulatory submissions for mRNA-1273 for primary vaccination of children 6 
months to under 6 years of age.  

- Moderna has initiated a submission to the FDA for emergency use authorization of mRNA-1273 in 
children 6 to under 12 years of age; mRNA-1273 is approved for use in this age group in Europe, 
Canada, and Australia.  

https://www.astrazeneca.com/media-centre/press-releases.html
https://www.astrazeneca.com/content/astraz/media-centre/press-releases/2022/evusheld-long-acting-antibody-combination-recommended-for-approval-in-the-eu-for-the-pre-exposure-prophylaxis-prevention-of-covid-19.html
https://www.astrazeneca.com/content/astraz/media-centre/press-releases/2022/evusheld-long-acting-antibody-combination-recommended-for-approval-in-the-eu-for-the-pre-exposure-prophylaxis-prevention-of-covid-19.html
https://www.astrazeneca.com/content/astraz/media-centre/press-releases/2022/evusheld-long-acting-antibody-combination-recommended-for-approval-in-the-eu-for-the-pre-exposure-prophylaxis-prevention-of-covid-19.html
https://www.astrazeneca.com/content/astraz/media-centre/press-releases/2022/evusheld-long-acting-antibody-combination-recommended-for-approval-in-the-eu-for-the-pre-exposure-prophylaxis-prevention-of-covid-19.html
https://www.bharatbiotech.com/press_releases.html
https://www.astrazeneca.com/content/astraz/media-centre/press-releases/2021/astrazeneca-360m-irish-manufacturing-investment.html
https://www.astrazeneca.com/content/astraz/media-centre/press-releases/2021/astrazeneca-360m-irish-manufacturing-investment.html
https://www.biocubafarma.cu/noticias/noticias.php?TOp=2
https://investors.biontech.de/press-releases
http://116.255.206.169:8080/html/1/179/180/index.html
https://www.cloverbiopharma.com/news.html
https://www.curevac.com/en/newsroom/news/
https://gamaleya.org/en/news/poslednie-novosti-i-sobytiya/
https://www.imbcams.ac.cn/Category_2142/Index.aspx
https://www.janssen.com/news
https://www.janssen.com/us-fda-approves-streamlined-process-initiating-hiv-therapy-cabenuva-cabotegravir-and-rilpivirine
https://www.janssen.com/us-fda-approves-streamlined-process-initiating-hiv-therapy-cabenuva-cabotegravir-and-rilpivirine
https://www.janssen.com/us-fda-approves-streamlined-process-initiating-hiv-therapy-cabenuva-cabotegravir-and-rilpivirine
https://investors.modernatx.com/news-releases
https://investors.modernatx.com/news/news-details/2022/Moderna-Announces-Clinical-and-Program-Updates-at-3rd-Annual-Vaccines-Day/default.aspx


- In an interim analysis of a Phase 2 study of influenza vaccine candidate mRNA-1010, no significant 
safety concerns were identified, and the immunogenicity data is consistent with a potential for 
superiority to standard dose vaccine for influenza A strains.  

- Moderna is advancing vaccine candidates against five viruses that cause latent infections, three of 
which are in clinical trials. In a Phase 2 study, the CMV vaccine (mRNA-1647) was observed to be 
generally well tolerated and interim data demonstrates strong immunogenicity.  

- Moderna announces an increase in signed Advance Purchase Agreements for 2022 from $19 billion 
announced on February 24, 2022, to $21 billion.  

 
March 23, 2022 
Moderna Finalizes Strategic Partnership with Australian Government 
On-shore manufacturing facility based in Melbourne, Australia, expected to produce up to 100 million 
mRNA respiratory vaccine doses annually 
 
March 23, 2022 
Moderna Announces its COVID-19 Vaccine Phase 2/3 Study in Children 6 Months to Under 
6 Years Has Successfully Met Its Primary Endpoint 
 
March 21, 2022 
Moderna Announces New Supply Agreement for 2023 with Switzerland for Additional 
Seven Million Doses of Moderna's COVID-19 Booster Vaccine 
 
Novavax 
Press Releases  
Novavax Announces Participation in Two Booster Studies Using its COVID-19 Vaccine 
Mar 25, 2022 
 
Novavax and Serum Institute of India Announce First Emergency Use Authorization of 
Novavax' COVID-19 Vaccine in Adolescents ≥12 to <18 in India 
Mar 22, 2022 
 
Pfizer 
Recent Press Releases   
03.24.2022  
Pfizer Granted FDA Breakthrough Therapy Designation for Respiratory Syncytial Virus 
Vaccine Candidate for the Prevention of RSV in Older Adults 
 
03.22.2022  
Pfizer to Supply UNICEF up to 4 Million Treatment Courses of Novel COVID-19 Oral 
Treatment for Low- and Middle-Income Countries 
- Treatment courses will be available for supply to 95 low- and middle-income countries that account 

for approximately 53% of the world’s population beginning in April 2022 
- Agreement is part of Pfizer’s comprehensive strategy to work toward worldwide equitable access of 

COVID-19 oral treatment 
 
Sanofi Pasteur 
Press Releases  - No new digest announcements identified   
 

https://investors.modernatx.com/news/news-details/2022/Moderna-Finalizes-Strategic-Partnership-with-Australian-Government/default.aspx
https://investors.modernatx.com/news/news-details/2022/Moderna-Announces-its-COVID-19-Vaccine-Phase-23-Study-in-Children-6-Months-to-Under-6-Years-Has-Successfully-Met-Its-Primary-Endpoint/default.aspx
https://investors.modernatx.com/news/news-details/2022/Moderna-Announces-its-COVID-19-Vaccine-Phase-23-Study-in-Children-6-Months-to-Under-6-Years-Has-Successfully-Met-Its-Primary-Endpoint/default.aspx
https://investors.modernatx.com/news/news-details/2022/Moderna-Announces-New-Supply-Agreement-for-2023-with-Switzerland-for-Additional-Seven-Million-Doses-of-Modernas-COVID-19-Booster-Vaccine/default.aspx
https://investors.modernatx.com/news/news-details/2022/Moderna-Announces-New-Supply-Agreement-for-2023-with-Switzerland-for-Additional-Seven-Million-Doses-of-Modernas-COVID-19-Booster-Vaccine/default.aspx
https://ir.novavax.com/press-releases
https://ir.novavax.com/2022-03-25-Novavax-Announces-Participation-in-Two-Booster-Studies-Using-its-COVID-19-Vaccine
https://ir.novavax.com/2022-03-22-Novavax-and-Serum-Institute-of-India-Announce-First-Emergency-Use-Authorization-of-Novavax-COVID-19-Vaccine-in-Adolescents-12-to-18-in-India
https://ir.novavax.com/2022-03-22-Novavax-and-Serum-Institute-of-India-Announce-First-Emergency-Use-Authorization-of-Novavax-COVID-19-Vaccine-in-Adolescents-12-to-18-in-India
https://www.pfizer.com/news
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-granted-fda-breakthrough-therapy-designation-0
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-granted-fda-breakthrough-therapy-designation-0
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-supply-unicef-4-million-treatment-courses-novel
https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-supply-unicef-4-million-treatment-courses-novel
https://www.sanofi.com/en/media-room/press-releases/2022


Serum Institute of India 
NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Shifa Pharmed [Iran] 
http://shafapharmed.com/ 
No news page identified. 
 
Sinopharm/WIBPBIBP 
News  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Sinovac 
Press Releases   
Three doses of SINOVAC COVID-19 vaccine well prevent the worst outcomes during HK 
Omicron wave  
2022/03/23 
   A study of University of Hong Kong revealed that three shots of CoronaVac offered 
appromixtely 98% protection against death or severe illness in those over 60 years old, underscoring 
the importance of boosters for those who have received that Covid-19 shot… 
 
The BRICS Vaccine R&D Center Launched SINOVAC Actively Responds to Common 
Initiatives 
2022/03/23 
   In order to implement the consensus of the BRICS leaders' meeting on the early launch of the BRICS 
Vaccine R&D Center, on March 22, 2022, the Chinese Ministry of Science and Technology held an 
online launch ceremony of the BRICS Vaccine R&D Center and the Vaccine Cooperation Workshop. 
Leaders from science and technology and health departments of BRICS countries and representatives 
from each country's center witnessed the launch of the center and discussed vaccine cooperation… 
 
Vector State Research Centre of Viralogy and Biotechnology 
Home   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Zhifei Longcom, China 
[Anhui Zhifei Longcom Biologic Pharmacy Co., Ltd.] 

[No website identified] 
 
::::::  
 
GSK 
Press releases for media  - No new digest announcements identified   
 
Merck 
News releases   
Merck Announces Retirement of Dr. Roy D. Baynes; Dr. Eliav Barr Appointed Head of Global 
Clinical Development and Chief Medical Officer 
March 23, 2022 
 
Novartis 
News  - No new digest announcements identified   

https://www.seruminstitute.com/
http://shafapharmed.com/
http://www.sinopharm.com/en/g1363/m4173.aspx
http://www.sinovac.com/news/news.php?class2=154&lang=en
http://www.sinovac.com/news/shownews.php?id=1426&lang=en
http://www.sinovac.com/news/shownews.php?id=1426&lang=en
http://www.sinovac.com/news/shownews.php?id=1425&lang=en
http://www.sinovac.com/news/shownews.php?id=1425&lang=en
http://www.istc.int/en/institute/10150
https://www.gsk.com/en-gb/media/
https://www.merck.com/media/news/
https://www.merck.com/news/merck-announces-retirement-of-dr-roy-d-baynes-dr-eliav-barr-appointed-head-of-global-clinical-development-and-chief-medical-officer/
https://www.merck.com/news/merck-announces-retirement-of-dr-roy-d-baynes-dr-eliav-barr-appointed-head-of-global-clinical-development-and-chief-medical-officer/
https://www.novartis.com/news/news-archive?type=media_release


 
SK Biosciences 
Press releases   - Website not responding at inquiry   
 
Valneva 
Press Releases   - No new digest announcements identified   
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UNICEF COVID-19 Vaccine Market Dashboard :: Agreements Table Accessed 26 Mar 2022 
An overview of information collected from publicly announced bilateral and multilateral supply 
agreements [no new agreements since 10/22/2021 reported] 

 

 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
COVID-19 Global Targets and Progress Tracker - IMF 
   The COVID-19 Global Targets and Progress Tracker presents a consolidated view of the progress 
towards global COVID-19 targets, barriers in access to COVID-19 tools, and delivery of donor pledges.  

 
 

https://www.skbioscience.co.kr/en/news/news_01
https://valneva.com/media/
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNmE0YjZiNzUtZjk2OS00ZTg4LThlMzMtNTRhNzE0NzA4YmZlIiwidCI6Ijc3NDEwMTk1LTE0ZTEtNGZiOC05MDRiLWFiMTg5MjAyMzY2NyIsImMiOjh9&pageName=ReportSectiona329b3eafd86059a947b
https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19/COVID-19-Global-Targets-and-Progress-Tracker


The global targets presented in the Tracker are based on an alignment of the targets identified in the 
IMF Pandemic Proposal, ACT-A Strategic Plan & Budget, and the US-hosted Global C19 Summit, and as 
such have been reaffirmed by multilateral institutions and global leaders. We will continue to enhance 
the tracker as we improve our data collection efforts. 

 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Global Dashboard on COVID-19 Vaccine Equity 
The Dashboard is a joint initiative of UNDP, WHO and the University of Oxford with cooperation across 
the UN system, anchored in the SDG 3 Global Action Plan for Healthy Lives and Well-being for All. 
 
Dashboard on Vaccine Equity [accessed 26 Mar 2022]: https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/ 
See also visualization on Vaccine Access and Vaccine Affordability 
 

  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 

 
Global COVID-19 Access Tracker 
https://www.covid19globaltracker.org/ 
 

 

https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/
https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/accessibility/
https://data.undp.org/vaccine-equity/affordability/
https://www.covid19globaltracker.org/


 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Duke – Launch and Scale Speedometer 
The Race for Global COVID-19 Vaccine Equity 
   A flurry of nearly 200 COVID-19 vaccine candidates are moving forward through the development 
and clinical trials processes at unprecedented speed; more than ten candidates are already in Phase 3 
large-scale trials and several have received emergency or limited authorization. Our team has 
aggregated and analyzed publicly available data to track the flow of procurement and manufacturing 
and better understand global equity challenges. We developed a data framework of relevant variables 
and conducted desk research of publicly available information to identify COVID vaccine candidates and 
status, deals and ongoing negotiations for procurement and manufacturing, COVID burden by country, 
and allocation and distribution plans. We have also conducted interviews with public officials in key 
countries to better understand the context and challenges facing vaccine allocation and distribution 
[accessed 24 July 2021] 
See our COVID Vaccine Purchases research 
See our COVID Vaccine Manufacturing research 
See our COVID Vaccine Donations & Exports research 

 

 

https://launchandscalefaster.org/COVID-19
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinepurchases
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinemanufacturing
https://launchandscalefaster.org/covid-19/vaccinedonations


:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID Vaccines – OCHA:: HDX 
 
COVID-19 Data Explorer: Global Humanitarian Operations 
COVID-19 Vaccine Roll-out 
26 Mar 2022 | COVAX (WHO,GAVI,CEPI), UNDESA, Press Reports | DATA 
Global COVID-19 Figures:  476M total confirmed cases;  6.1M total confirmed deaths 
Global vaccines administered: 11.1B   
Number of Countries: 28  
COVAX Allocations Round 4-9 (Number of Doses): 170M   
COVAX Delivered (Number of Doses): 270M   
Other Delivered (Number of Doses): 260M   
Total Delivered (Number of Doses): 530M   
Total Administered (Number of Doses): 380M 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Multilateral Leaders Task Force on COVID-19 [IMF, World Bank Group, WHO, WTO] 
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data 
   A global effort to help developing countries access and deliver COVID-19 vaccines, testing, and 
therapeutics, as they work to end the pandemic and boost economic recovery.  
   The International Monetary Fund, World Bank Group, World Health Organization and World Trade 
Organization have joined forces to accelerate access to COVID-19 vaccines, therapeutics and 
diagnostics by leveraging multilateral finance and trade solutions, particularly in low- and middle-
income countries.  
    Website accessed 26 Mar 2022: https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data  The global view below is 
complemented by country-specific dashboards here. 
 

 
 

::::::  
:::::: 
 
Our World in Data 

https://data.humdata.org/visualization/covid19-humanitarian-operations/?layer=covid-19_vaccine_roll-out
https://data.humdata.org/dataset/covid-19-vaccine-doses-in-hrp-countries
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data
https://data.covid19taskforce.com/data/countries


Coronavirus (COVID-19) Vaccinations   [Accessed 26 Mar 2022] 
- 64.2% of the world population has received at least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. 
- 11.16 billion doses have been administered globally, and 15.63 million are now administered each 

day. 
- Only 14.4% of people in low-income countries have received at least one dose. 
 

 

 

https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations
https://ourworldindata.org/covid-vaccinations#what-share-of-the-population-has-received-at-least-one-dose-of-the-covid-19-vaccine
https://ourworldindata.org/explorers/coronavirus-data-explorer?zoomToSelection=true&pickerSort=asc&pickerMetric=location&Interval=Cumulative&Relative+to+Population=false&Align+outbreaks=false&country=~OWID_WRL&Metric=Vaccine+doses
https://ourworldindata.org/explorers/coronavirus-data-explorer?zoomToSelection=true&pickerSort=asc&pickerMetric=location&Interval=7-day+rolling+average&Relative+to+Population=false&Align+outbreaks=false&country=~OWID_WRL&Metric=Vaccine+doses
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/share-people-vaccinated-covid?country=High+income~Upper+middle+income~Lower+middle+income~Low+income


:::::: 
:::::: 
 
U.S.: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
HHS 
News 
G7 Health Ministers condemn attacks on health facilities in Ukraine 
March 23, 2022 | News Release 
 
HHS Recognizes One-Year Anniversary of Health Center COVID-19 Vaccine Program to 
Advance Equity in Pandemic Response 
March 21, 2022 | News Release 
 
 
BARDA – U.S. Department of HHS   [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://aspr.hhs.gov/newsroom/Pages/NewsRoomHome.aspx 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
FDA 
Press Announcements 
March 21, 2022 - Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: FDA to Hold Advisory Committee 
Meeting on COVID-19 Vaccines to Discuss Future Boosters 
 
 
Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee- FDA  
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/blood-vaccines-and-other-biologics/vaccines-and-related-
biological-products-advisory-committee 
Calendar 
Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee Meeting April 6, 2022 
Announcement - 04/06/2022 
   The committee will meet in open session to discuss considerations for use of COVID-19 vaccine 
booster doses and the process for COVID-19 vaccine strain selection to address current and emerging 
variants. 
 
:::::: 
 
White House [U.S.]    [to 26 Mar 2022] 
Briefing Room – Selected Major COVID Announcements 
Press Briefing by White House COVID-19 Response Team and Public Health Officials  
March 23, 2022   Press Briefings  
 
 
U.S. Department of State   [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://www.state.gov/coronavirus/releases/ 

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2022/03/23/g7-health-ministers-condemn-attacks-health-facilities-ukraine.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2022/03/21/hhs-recognizes-one-year-anniversary-of-health-center-covid-19-vaccine-program-advance-equity-pandemic-response.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2022/03/21/hhs-recognizes-one-year-anniversary-of-health-center-covid-19-vaccine-program-advance-equity-pandemic-response.html
https://aspr.hhs.gov/newsroom/Pages/NewsRoomHome.aspx
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/fda-newsroom/press-announcements
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-hold-advisory-committee-meeting-covid-19-vaccines-discuss-future
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-hold-advisory-committee-meeting-covid-19-vaccines-discuss-future
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/blood-vaccines-and-other-biologics/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/blood-vaccines-and-other-biologics/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee-meeting-april-6-2022-announcement
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee-meeting-april-6-2022-announcement
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/press-briefings/2022/03/23/press-briefing-by-white-house-covid-19-response-team-and-public-health-officials-84/
https://www.state.gov/coronavirus/releases/


Press Statement 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
USAID [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/2021 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Announcements 
News 
The United States Announces More Than $195 Million in Additional Humanitarian 
Assistance for South Sudan  
March 25, 2022 
The United States, through the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) is providing more 
than $195 million in additional humanitarian assistance for the people of South Sudan, who continue to 
experience the devastating effects of violence, food insecurity, the COVID-19 pandemic, and successive 
years of widespread flooding. Approximately 8.9 million people, more than two-thirds of the country’s 
population, will require humanitarian assistance this year, an increase of 600,000 since 2021. 
 
USAID Provides Nearly $64 Million in Emergency Food Assistance for Vulnerable People 
Affected by the Crisis in Lebanon  
March 23, 2022 
In response to growing food security needs in Lebanon, the United States, through the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID) is providing nearly $64 million in additional humanitarian 
assistance to help feed vulnerable people in Lebanon. Lebanon is facing increased food insecurity amid 
the country’s ongoing economic crisis, as well as prolonged impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
the August 2020 Beirut port blast. This situation is exacerbated by Putin’s war against Ukraine due to 
Lebanon’s reliance on imported wheat, primarily from Ukraine. USAID remains concerned that 
increasing prices of staple foods and fuel in Lebanon will worsen food insecurity. The U.S. government 
is committed to providing much-needed assistance to the most vulnerable populations in Lebanon. 
 
Administrator Samantha Power on Designation of Atrocities Against Rohingya as Genocide  
March 21, 2022 
Today, Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken  announced  that the United States has determined that 
the Burmese military committed genocide and crimes against humanity against the Rohingya people. 
All of us are grateful for the committed and forceful advocacy of Rohingya survivors of this genocide—
survivors who have already demonstrated unimaginable resilience and bravery in the face of horror—as 
well as a range of organizations who have worked to document the Burmese military’s crimes. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Europe: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
European Medicines Agency 
News & Press Releases        
Press Releases 
News: Meeting highlights from the Committee for Medicinal Products for Human Use 
(CHMP) 21-24 March 2022 (new)  
CHMP, Last updated: 25/03/2022  
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News: EMA recommends authorisation of COVID-19 medicine Evusheld (new)- AstraZeneca 
CHMP, Last updated: 24/03/2022  
 
:::::: 
 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control  
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en 
Latest Updates [Selected] 
News 
Tuberculosis remains one of the deadliest infectious diseases worldwide, warns new report  
Press release - 24 Mar 2022  
   According to the latest ECDC/WHO report on tuberculosis (TB) surveillance and monitoring in Europe, 
a sharp drop (24%) in reported tuberculosis cases between 2019 and 2020 was probably exacerbated 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, which hindered detection and reporting. Tuberculosis remains one of the 
world’s deadliest infectious diseases, second only to COVID-19, and drug resistant TB strains are still a 
major concern. In the fight against tuberculosis, urgent investment is critical, especially in the context 
of the ongoing pandemic 
 
News 
ECDC: On Air - podcast on European epidemiology. Episode 17 out now!  
Podcast - 24 Mar 2022  
 
News 
Epidemiological update: West Nile virus transmission season in Europe, 2021  
Epidemiological update - 24 Mar 2022  
 
Data 
Presentation: Tuberculosis situation in the EU/EEA, 2020  
Presentation - 24 Mar 2022  
 
:::::: 
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Accessed 26 Mar 2022 

https://vaccinetracker.ecdc.europa.eu/public/extensions/COVID-19/vaccine-tracker.html#uptake-tab 
 

:::::: 
 
European Commission  
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/home/en    
Latest  [Selected] 
Press release  25 March 2022 
Stand Up for Ukraine: European Commission and Government of Canada team up with 
Global Citizen to mobilise support for refugees  
   
Press release  24 March 2022 
EU strengthens partnership with WHO to boost local manufacturing and access to 
vaccines, medicines and health technologies in Africa 
   The Commission and the World Health Organization (WHO) are strengthening their partnership to 
improve equitable access to safe, effective, and quality-assured vaccines, medicines and health 
technologies in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
[See COVID above for detail] 
 
Press release   23 March 2022 
Ukraine: €3.4 billion REACT-EU pre-financing to Member States welcoming refugees 
fleeing Ukraine 
   To support Member States welcoming and accommodating refugees fleeing the war in Ukraine, the 
Commission has today proposed to increase by €3.4 billion the total pre-financing from the Recovery 
Assistance for Cohesion and the Territories of Europe (REACT-EU). 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Africa: COVID-19 – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
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Accessed 26 Mar 2022. Full scale, interactive dashboard available at:  
https://africacdc.org/covid-19-vaccination/ 

 
::::::   
:::::: 
 
Russia: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
Russia: Sputnik V – “the first registered COVID-19 vaccine”   
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
India: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/ 

 

https://africacdc.org/covid-19-vaccination/
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/


 
 

21.03.2022 Guidelines for Covid-19 Vaccination of Children Between 12-14 Years of Age  
 

Government of India – Press Information Bureau 
Latest Press Releases 
COVID - 19 Vaccination Update - Day 435  
:: India’s cumulative vaccination coverage crosses 183.16 Crore 
:: More than 26 lakh Vaccine doses administered today till 7 pm 
:: More than 1.20 Crore Vaccine Doses administered to 12-14 age group so far 
Posted On: 26 MAR 2022 8:06PM by PIB Delhi  
 
Indian Council for Medical Research (ICMR)  
https://www.icmr.gov.in/media.html  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 

::::::  
:::::: 
 
China: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
[See China CDC below] 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/ 
 
Polio this week as of 23 March 2022 
:: Revised containment guidance (GAPIII) soon available for public 
consultation: On recommendation from the Containment Advisory Group (CAG), and through wide 
engagement of stakeholders, WHO’s Global Action Plan for Poliovirus Containment (GAPIII, 2015) has 
been revised. Following a period of critical review by the CAG, the document draft will be made 
available for public consultation 29 March – 1 May 2022.  Revisions to the guidance have been made 

https://www.mohfw.gov.in/pdf/GuidelinesCovidvaccination12to14yrchildrenMarch2022.pdf#_blank
https://pib.gov.in/indexm.aspx
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=1810059
https://www.icmr.gov.in/media.html
https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/CAG3-Dec-2018-Report-EN-20181213-14.pdf


based on CAG recommendations, review of relevant biorisk management documents to determine 
alignment, scientific evidence and solicited stakeholder comments on various sections. WHO 
encourages feedback from containment stakeholders. Please check the GPEI website for information. 
For queries, please email: containment@who.int. 
 
Summary of new WPV and cVDPV viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):  
– Côte d’Ivoire: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
– Niger: two cVDPV2 cases 
– Nigeria: two cVDPV2 cases 
– Yemen: three cVDPV2 cases 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Disease Outbreak News (DONs)  
Latest WHO Disease Outbreak News (DONs), providing information on confirmed acute public health 
events or potential events of concern. 
25 March 2022 | Yellow Fever - Kenya  
 
24 March 2022 | Extensively drug-resistant Shigella sonnei infections - Europe  
  
24 March 2022 | Lassa Fever – Togo  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO/OCHA Emergencies 
 
Health emergencies list - WHO 
“The health emergencies list details the disease outbreaks, disasters and humanitarian crises where 
WHO plays an essential role in supporting countries to respond to and recover from emergencies with 
public health consequences.” 
Afghanistan crisis [Last apparent update:  14 March 2022]  
 
Crisis in Northern Ethiopia   [Last apparent update: 1 June 2021] 
 
Ebola outbreak, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 2021  [Last apparent update: 17 Aug 2021] 
 
Ebola outbreak outbreak, N'Zerekore, Guinea, 2021  [Last apparent update: 17 Aug 2021] 
 
Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic  [See COVID above] 
 
Ebola outbreak, Equateur Province, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 2020  
[Last apparent update: 17 Aug 2021] 
 
Ebola outbreak, North Kivu, Ituri, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 2018 – 2020   
[Last apparent update: 17 Aug 2021] 
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Ebola outbreak, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 2018  [Last apparent update: 24 July 2018] 
 
Yemen crisis  [Last apparent update: 12 February 2021] 
 
Syria crisis  [Last apparent update: 18 June 2021] 
 
Somalia crisis   [Last apparent update: 24 March 2018] 
 
Nigeria crisis   [Last apparent update: 1 Oct 2021] 
 
Ebola outbreak, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 2017     [Last apparent update: 17 Aug 
2021] 
 
Zika virus disease outbreak, 2015-2016  [Last apparent update: 24 Jan 2020] 
 
Ebola outbreak: West Africa, 2014-2016  [Last apparent update: 17 Aug 2021] 
 
Iraq crisis   [Last apparent update: 9 Jan 2008] 
 
South Sudan crisis  [Last apparent update: 23 Sep 2020] 
 
Avian influenza A (H7N9) virus outbreak   [Last apparent update: 13 September 2021] 
 
Middle East respiratory syndrome (MERS-CoV) outbreak  [Last apparent update: 8 July 2019] 
 
Influenza A (H1N1) virus, 2009-2010 pandemic  [Last apparent update: 10 Aug 2010] 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Current Emergencies 
Current Corporate Emergencies 
Afghanistan 
No new updates identified. 
 
Northern Ethiopia 
Ethiopia - Northern Ethiopia Humanitarian Update Situation Report, 25 March 2022 
HIGHLIGHTS 
- The food distribution in Tigray has reached an all-time low since March 2021 as food stocks are 

almost depleted with only about 68,000 people assisted between 10 - 16 March. 
- To date, 221.8 MT of medical supplies have been airlifted to Tigray which represents only four per 

cent of the total medications required to meet health needs in Tigray. 
- Nearly 12,000 children in 22 schools in Wag Hemra Zone in Amhara benefited from feeding 

program and more than more than 9,300 students received exercise books during the week. 
- More than 10,000 people assisted with food in Zone 2 in Afar during the week, reaching 126,000 or 

20 percent of the targeted population since last week of February in the region. 
- No amount of operational cash cleared to be transferred to Tigray since 10 March. 

 
Ukraine 
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Ukraine: Humanitarian Impact Situation Report (As of 12:00 p.m. (EET) on 25 March 2022) 
:: [Excerpt] 
…Health situation and risks. 
   …COVID-19 vaccination and routine immunization campaigns have almost come to a halt across the 
country. Before 24 February, at least 50,000 people on average were being vaccinated against COVID-
19 each day. Between 24 February and 15 March, however, only 175,000 people were vaccinated 
against the virus – around 40,790 fewer people on average being vaccinated daily. Between 23 
February and 23 March, WHO reports that the seven-day average number of antigenrapid and 
polymerase chain reaction (PCR) COVID-19 tests fell by a staggering 88 and 96 per percent, 
respectively, suggesting considerable underreporting of COVID-19 cases and deaths. Over the same 
period, the number of beds available for COVID-19 patients decreased significantly as many were 
repurposed, with the largest decreases witnessed in Luhanska (east, 80 per cent), Volynska (north-
west, 69 per cent) and Chernihivska (north, 56 per cent) oblasts… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 26 Mar 2022]  
https://www.who.int/news 
News  [Selected]  
25 March 2022  
News release 
WHO establishes the Global Centre for Traditional Medicine in India 
 
24 March 2022  
Departmental news 
First case of HIV cure in a woman after stem cell transplantation reported at CROI-2022 
 
21 March 2022  
Departmental news 
WHO releases clinical management guidelines for influenza 
 
21 March 2022  
Departmental news 
Expanding the network: Togo gains National Influenza Centre 
 
21 March 2022  
Departmental news 
“First time” achievements in pandemic influenza preparedness in two regions with high 
humanitarian and public health vulnerabilities, 2014-2021 
 
21 March 2022  
Departmental news 
Insights to inform influenza health worker vaccination programmes 
 
21 March 2022  
News release 
On World TB day WHO calls for increased investments into TB services and research 
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21 March 2022  
Departmental news 
Several Covid-19 vaccine specific recommendations updated 
[See COVID above for detail] 
 
21 March 2022  
Departmental news 
One Health is critical to addressing zoonotic public health threats and environmental 
issues 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Director General Speeches  [selected]  
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches 
Selected 
24 March 2022  
Speech 
WHO Director-General's Keynote address at the World TB Day Online Talk Show – 24 
March 2022 
 
23 March 2022  
Speech 
WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the Quarterly Briefing for Member States on 
Preventing and Responding to Sexual Exploitation, Abuse and Harassment - 23 March 
2022 
 
23 March 2022  
Speech 
WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the WHO press conference – 23 March 2022 
 
21 March 2022  
Speech 
WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the Guinea Worm Ministerial Summit - 21 
March 2022 
 
::::::   
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region  
:: African countries scale back on COVID-19 measures  24 March 2022  
:: Beating the resistance: tuberculosis treatment switch in Zimbabwe   24 March 2022  
:: Low funding, COVID-19 curtail tuberculosis fight in Africa   24 March 2022  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: 23 Mar 2022  On World Tuberculosis Day, PAHO calls for increased investments in TB services  
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   TB deaths in the Americas increased by an estimated 3,000 in 2020 compared to 2019 due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Around 18,300 children live with the disease in the region, with limited access to 
diagnosis and treatment Washington, D.C., March 23, 2022 (WHO)- On World Tuberculosis Day, the 
Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) calls for urgent… 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: 24 March 2022   Statement   World Tuberculosis Day: Invest to End TB. Save Lives 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: European Technical Advisory Group updates recommendations for prioritization and use of COVID-19 
vaccines 25-03-2022  
:: Slovenia: working with civil society to better support and integrate refugees and migrants during the 
pandemic 24-03-2022  
:: WHO/Europe advisory group issues revised recommendations on schooling during COVID-19 24-03-
2022  
:: The Republic of Moldova continues tuberculosis treatment for Ukrainian refugees 24-03-2022  
:: Tuberculosis remains one of the deadliest infectious diseases worldwide, warns new report 24-03-
2022  
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: 24 March 2022   Statement   World Tuberculosis Day: Invest to End TB. Save Lives 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: Pacific Health Ministers commit to strengthening health systems to meet current and future health 
challenges  24 March 2022   Joint News Release 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Events   
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/1 
[Selected]   
Towards the International Migration Review Forum: Information session on the health of 
migrants 
28 March 2022 15:00 – 16:30 CET  
 
16th meeting of the Vector Control Advisory Group (VCAG) 
28 – 30 March 2022  
 
Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on Immunization (SAGE) - April 2022 
4 – 7 April 2022  
 
:::::: 
 
New WHO Publications  
https://www.who.int/publications/i 
Selected Titles 
25 March 2022  
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Report of the 7th virtual end TB strategy summit for the highest TB burden countries and 
countries on the WHO global watchlist, 16–17 November 2021 
Overview  
   The 7th End TB summit of the highest TB burden countries and countries on the WHO Global TB 
Watchlist took place virtually from 16 to 17 November 2021 (3.5 hours per day). The overall objective 
of this summit was to facilitate discussions and an exchange of strategic information between National 
TB Programmes (NTPs), representatives of the WHO Civil Society Task Force, and partners on new 
ways of working to mitigate and reverse the COVID-19 impact on  
   TB and reinvigorate the global response to TB. Specific meeting objectives were as follows:  
1. to reflect on key challenges and opportunities posted by the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic for NTPs, 
affected people and vulnerable populations;  
2. to consider opportunities for strengthening quality TB case finding and prevention given innovations 
during the COVID-19 pandemic;  
3. to share updates on the latest global situation for TB and exchange strategic information. 
This report summarizes the sessions of the summit and provides links to background slides shared by 
speakers from the country, regional and global level. All slides are featured in the WHO End TB Forum. 
 
24 March 2022  
Emergency in Ukraine: external situation report #4, published 24 March 2022: reporting 
period: 17–23...  
 
24 March 2022  
mhGAP Humanitarian Intervention Guide (mhGAP-HIG) training of health-care providers 
 
21 March 2022  
Guidelines for drinking-water quality: Fourth edition incorporating the first and second 
addenda 
  
21 March 2022  
WHO consolidated guidelines on tuberculosis Module 5: Management of tuberculosis in 
children and adolescents 
 
21 March 2022  
WHO operational handbook on tuberculosis Module 5: Management of tuberculosis in 
children and adolescents 
 
20 March 2022  
Tool to assess impact of human resources for health investments on HIV, TB and malaria 
services and health...  
 
20 March 2022  
Tool to assess impact of human resources for health investments on HIV, TB and malaria 
services and health...  
 
20 March 2022  
Tool to assess impact of human resources for health investments on HIV, TB and malaria 
services and health...  
  

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240046931
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240046931
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/emergency-in-ukraine-external-situation-report-4-published-24-march-2022-reporting-period-17-23-march-2022
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/emergency-in-ukraine-external-situation-report-4-published-24-march-2022-reporting-period-17-23-march-2022
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/emergency-in-ukraine-external-situation-report-4-published-24-march-2022-reporting-period-17-23-march-2022
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/emergency-in-ukraine-external-situation-report-4-published-24-march-2022-reporting-period-17-23-march-2022
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240045361
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240045361
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240045064
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240045064
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240045064
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240045064
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240046764
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240046764
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240046764
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240046764
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240046832
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240046832
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240046832
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240046832
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240042063
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240042063
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240042063
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240042063
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-UHL-HWF-HWP-2022_2
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-UHL-HWF-HWP-2022_2
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-UHL-HWF-HWP-2022_2
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-UHL-HWF-HWP-2022_2
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-UHL-HWF-HWP-2022_1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-UHL-HWF-HWP-2022_1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-UHL-HWF-HWP-2022_1
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-UHL-HWF-HWP-2022_1


:::::: 
::::::   
:::::: 
 
CDC/ACIP [U.S.] [to 26 Mar 2022] 
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html 
Latest News Releases, Announcements [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 

:::::: 
 

ACIP Meetings 
Next meeting scheduled for June 22-23, 2022 
 
:::::: 
 
MMWR  Weekly: Current Volume (71) 
March 25, 2022 / No. 12 
PDF of this issuepdf icon 
- Tuberculosis — United States, 2021 
- Lessons Learned from Programmatic Gains in HIV Service Delivery During the COVID-19 Pandemic 

— 41 PEPFAR-Supported Countries, 2020 
- Effectiveness of mRNA Vaccination in Preventing COVID-19–Associated Invasive Mechanical 

Ventilation and Death — United States, March 2021–January 2022 
- COVID-19–Associated Hospitalizations Among Adults During SARS-CoV-2 Delta and Omicron Variant 

Predominance, by Race/Ethnicity and Vaccination Status — COVID-NET, 14 States, July 2021–
January 2022 

 
:::::: 
 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)- CDC 
Approximately 25 announcements/reports/data summaries. 
:: 3/25/22  EARLY RELEASE: Use of At-Home COVID-19 Tests — United States, August 23, 2021–March 
12, 2022 
:: 3/25/22  Overall US COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution and Administration Update as of Fri, 25 Mar 2022 
06:00:00 EST 
… 
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Africa CDC   [to 26 Mar 2022] 
http://www.africacdc.org/ 
News  
Outbreak Brief 114: Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Pandemic 
Date of Issue: 14 March 2022 
… As of 6 p.m. East African Time (EAT) 21 March 2022, a total of 11,301,084 COVID-19 cases and 
250,646 deaths (CFR: 2.2%) have been reported by the 55 African Union (AU) Member States (MS). 
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This represents 2.4% of all cases and 4.1% of all deaths reported globally. Thirty-five (64%) AU MS 
are reporting CFRs higher than the global CFR. Since the detection of COVID-19 on the African 
continent in February 2020, 53 (96%) AU MS have experienced three COVID-19 waves, 47 (72%) 
countries have experienced four waves and nine countries have experienced five waves. One country 
(Mauritius) is currently experiencing a sixth wave… Despite a test positivity rate of 11.1%, the daily 
reported number of new cases across the continent is on a downward trend. In the past week, more 
than 572 thousand new tests were conducted, which is a 32% decrease in the number of tests 
conducted in week 11 compared to the previous week… 
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China CDC  http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/ 
 
National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/ 
News 
Chinese mainland reports 1,301 new local COVID-19 cases 
2022-03-25 
   The Chinese mainland on Thursday reported 1,301 locally transmitted COVID-19 cases, down from 
2,010 on Wednesday, the National Health Commission said Friday. 

 
 
National Medical Products Administration – PRC  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/  
News 
Chinese mainland reports 1,301 new local COVID-19 cases 
2022-03-25 
The Chinese mainland on Thursday reported 1,301 locally transmitted COVID-19 cases, down from 
2,010 on Wednesday, the National Health Commission said Friday. 
 
 
CCDC Weekly Reports: Current Volume (4) 
2022-03-25 / No. 12   CHINA PIN ISSUE 
View  PDF of this issue 
- Foreword: Performing Laboratory Network Surveillance to Monitor the Emergence and Spread of 

Infectious Diseases  
- Healthy China: Chinese Pathogen Identification Net: A Laboratory Network for Surveillance and 

Response of Bacterial Infectious Diseases  
- Vital Surveillances: Phylogenetic Analysis of Serogroup O5 Vibrio cholerae that Caused Successive 

Cholera Outbreaks — Guangdong Province, China, 2020–2021  
- Vital Surveillances: Trans-Regional and Cross-Host Spread of mcr-Carrying Plasmids Revealed by 

Complete Plasmid Sequences — 44 Countries, 1998−2020  
- Outbreak Reports: Anaplasma bovis Infection in Fever and Thrombocytopenia Patients — Anhui 

Province, China, 2021  
- Outbreak Reports: Extensively Drug-Resistant (XDR) Salmonella Typhi Outbreak by Waterborne 

Infection — Beijing Municipality, China, January–February 2022  
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- Methods and Applications: Co-Localization of Sampling and Sequencing for Zoonotic Pathogen 
Identification in the Field Monitoring Using Mobile Laboratories  
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Organization Announcements 
Editor’s Note: 
Careful readers will note that the number and range of organizations now monitored in our 
Announcements section below has grown as the impacts of the pandemic have spread across global 
economies, supply chains and programmatic activity of multilateral agencies and INGOs. 
 
 
Airfinity    [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://www.airfinity.com/insights 
INSIGHTS & COMPANY NEWS  
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://alleninstitute.org/news-press/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center 
Press Releases and Statements  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute    [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://www.gatesmri.org/news 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute is a non-profit biotech organization. Our mission is 
to develop products to fight malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrheal diseases—three major causes of 
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mortality, poverty, and inequality in developing countries. The world has unprecedented scientific tools 
at its disposal; now is the time to use them to save the lives of the world's poorest people  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARB-X   [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://carb-x.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Center for Vaccine Ethics and Policy – GE2P2 Global Foundation   [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/ 
News/Analysis/Statements 
:: Informed Consent: A Monthly Review – March 2022 is now posted here 
:: Past weekly editions and posting of all segments of Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in 
Review are available here. 
:: Statement on ICF [Informed Consent Form] Posting for Clinical Trials Involving Gene 
Editing/Gene Therapies - Invitation to Endorse  
 
 
CEPI – Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
http://cepi.net/  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DARPA – Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency [U.S.] [to 26 Mar 2022 
https://www.darpa.mil/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Duke Global Health Innovation Center  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://dukeghic.org/ 
Our Blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EDCTP    [to 26 Mar 2022] 
http://www.edctp.org/ 
The European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) aims to accelerate the 
development of new or improved drugs, vaccines, microbicides and diagnostics against HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria as well as other poverty-related and neglected infectious diseases in sub-
Saharan Africa, with a focus on phase II and III clinical trials 
News 
24 March 2022 
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Single dose of liposomal amphotericin B as effective in treating HIV-associated 
cryptococcal meningitis as current standard of care  
24 March 2022 
World TB Day 2022: EDCTP invests to End TB  
   On this year’s World TB Day, EDCTP joins the global health community in a call to urgently raise 
investments to achieve the commitments to end TB made by global leaders. Although funding towards 
TB research and development did not decrease as significantly as expected during the COVID-19 
pandemic, it is still below half of the $2 billion annual financing target committed to by governments at 
the United Nations General Assembly High-Level Meeting on TB in 2018. In recognition of this chronic 
underfunding, EDCTP has made substantial investments in TB research and, together with our 
partners, recently launched the Global TB vaccine R&D roadmap and published several tools to 
accelerate TB vaccines R&D. 
 
 
Emory Vaccine Center    [to 26 Mar 2022] 
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/ 
Vaccine Center News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Vaccine Initiative  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
http://www.euvaccine.eu/  
Latest News, Events  
24 March 2022 
Invest into new, effective TB vaccines to save lives! 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 26 Mar 2022] 
Evidence Aid aims to save lives and livelihoods in disasters by providing decision-makers with the best 
available evidence and by championing its use. 
http://www.evidenceaid.org/  
New Resources  
Pharmacotherapy for posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) Added March 24, 2022  
 
Interventions to reduce the burden of respiratory infections in refugees and migrants 
Added March 21, 2022 
 
 
Fondation Merieux  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/ 
News, Events   
Project 
APRECIT project steering committee reviews activities to improve management of latent 
tuberculosis in Madagascar and Cameroon 
March 22, 2022 - Antananarivo, Madagascar 
   On March 18, 2022, the stakeholders of the APRECIT project met in Madagascar and remotely for the 
project’s second steering committee for the improvement of the management of latent tuberculosis 
infection (LTI)… 
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Gavi [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories 
25 March 2022  
Global Fund Praises Germany’s Commitment to the ACT-Accelerator and the COVID-19 
Response Mechanism  
   The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria commends the announcement by Minister 
Svenja Schulze  on the occasion of World Tuberculosis Day to make available an additional EUR175 
million to the Global Fund's COVID-19 Response Mechanism, p...  
 
22 March 2022  
Global Fund Calls for Renewed Urgency in Fight to End TB  
   On World TB Day, 24 March, the Global Fund is urgently calling for the world to reignite the fight to 
end tuberculosis (TB) by 2030.  
 
 
Global Research Collaboration for Infectious Disease Preparedness [GloPID-R] [to 26 Mar 
2022] 
https://www.glopid-r.org/news/ 
News 
Living Mapping Review: New iteration brings crucial insights for future COVID-19 research 
funding as we move to a post-pandemic world 
23/03/2022 
   Researchers and funders around the world rely on the COVID-19 Research Project Tracker and 
associated Living Mapping Review (LMR) to funnel resources where needs are greatest by tracking the 
latest COVID-19 research trends and gaps. For the first time, the LMR features an analysis of research 
projects on our Tracker mapped against the pillars and priorities outlined in the UN Research Roadmap 
for the COVID-19 Recovery… 
 
Upcoming webinar: Response to COVID-19 vaccine in patients with a hematological 
condition and primary immunodeficiencies 
07/03/2022 
   The second webinar in the ZonMw series ‘Response to COVID-19 vaccine in patients with a 
hematological condition and primary immunodeficiencies’... Monday April 4, 2022, from 5pm to 6pm 
CET. 
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Hilleman Laboratories   [to 26 Mar 2022] 
http://www.hilleman-labs.org/ 
News & Insights 
No new digest content identified 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news  
Press Room                   
No new digest content identified 
 
 
Human Vaccines Project   [to 26 Mar 2022] 
http://www.humanvaccinesproject.org/  
News 
No new digest content identified 
 
 
IAVI  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://www.iavi.org/ 
Latest News  
No new digest content identified 
 
 
ICRC  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
What’s New    
Ensuring access to Mental Health and Psychosocial Support in Conflict, Post-conflict and 
Humanitarian Settings 
   Thank you to the Ambassador of Mexico for organising this meeting and thank you for the 
opportunity to join all of you today.Just yesterday the Security Council met to discuss Syria which has 
now entered its 11th year of conflict. 
25-03-2022 | Statement 
 
ICRC President completes visit to Russia to speak about humanitarian issues in armed 
conflict 
   Peter Maurer, the president of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), has completed a 
two-day visit to Moscow where he continued ongoing humanitarian discussions with the Russian 
authorities. 
24-03-2022 | News release 
 
Having access to water is increasingly a matter of survival in conflict zones 
   Vice-President of the ICRC Gilles Carbonnier addresses the issues of water access and the impact of 
conflicts and climate change at the ninth World Water Forum in Dakar. 
21-03-2022 | News release 
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International Coalition of Medicines Regulatory Authorities [ICMRA] 
http://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/news 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Research  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFFIm 
http://www.iffim.org/ 
Press Releases/Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFRC   [to 26 Mar 2022] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
23/03/2022  
Americas: Restoring trust of vulnerable communities key to fair and inclusive recovery 
after two years of pandemic, says IFRC  
 
22/03/2022  
Afghanistan: Food shortages escalate as spring fields remain bare  
 
21/03/2022  
“In Ukraine, the needs are growing every day,” says Red Cross President  
 
 
Institut Pasteur   [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://www.pasteur.fr/en/press-area 
Press Documents 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 26 Mar 2022]  
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
News - Selected 
23 Mar 2022 
IOM Launches Cash Assistance Programme in Ukraine  
 
22 Mar 2022 
IOM, UNHCR Welcome the First Flights of Refugees Out of Moldova to EU Member States  
 
21 Mar 2022 
Almost 6.5 Million People Internally Displaced in Ukraine: IOM  
 
 
ISC / International Science Council  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://council.science/current/ 
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ISC is a non-governmental organization with a unique global membership that brings together 40 
international scientific Unions and Associations and over 140 national and regional scientific 
organizations including Academies and Research Councils.  
News  Blogs  Podcasts  Events 
Blogs  
Combating predatory journals and conferences through systemic change in scientific 
publishing 
24.03.2022 
   So-called ‘predatory’ activities in academic publishing and conferences are on the increase worldwide 
and ‘risk becoming engrained in research culture’, according to a new InterAcademy Partnership report, 
which draws on a global survey of researchers. 
 
 
IVAC  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html 
Updates; Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IVI   [to 26 Mar 2022] 
http://www.ivi.int/ 
IVI News & Announcements 
Dr. Tore Godal, Profs. Drew Weissman & Katalin Karikó honored with first IVI – SK 
bioscience Park MahnHoon Award 
- Godal recognized for contributions to delivery of crucial vaccines for millions of children in low-

income countries 
- Weissman and Karikó honored for the development of pivotal mRNA technology for vaccines 

against COVID-19 
- Award ceremony to take place at IVI on April 25 
March 24, 2022 
 
 
Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security   [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/news/center-news/ 
Center News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 26 Mar 2022]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
Bangladesh  
Unprecedented increase of scabies cases in Cox’s Bazar refugee camps  
Project Update 25 Mar 2022  
 
Tajikistan  
Helping kids to beat TB in Tajikistan  
Project Update 23 Mar 2022  
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National Academy of Medicine - USA  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://nam.edu/programs/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
National Academy of Sciences - USA  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
http://www.nasonline.org/news-and-multimedia/ 
News 
Designing COVID-19 Vaccine Requirements and Incentive Programs ' New Expert 
Consultation 
March 23, 2022 
   Vaccination mandates and requirements can be effective in increasing COVID-19 vaccination rates 
but their success depends on being targeted and on building trust says a new rapid expert consultation 
which also outlines considerations for using incentives to promote booster uptake. 
 
 
National Vaccine Program Office - U.S. HHS  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://www.hhs.gov/vaccines/about/index.html 
Upcoming Meetings/Latest Updates  
Vaccines Federal Implementation Plan 2021-2025 
   On Wednesday March 2, 2022, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) published 
a Request for Information (RFI) to solicit stakeholder written public comments on the draft Vaccines 
Federal Implementation Plan 2021-2025- PDF*. HHS values input from all stakeholders and will take all 
public comments into consideration before finalizing this document. 
   We encourage your input or comments and ask that you circulate this information to others who may 
also wish to provide comments. Information about how to provide written public comment is found on 
HHS.gov and the deadline for submissions is 5 p.m. EST Tuesday March 29, 2022. 
   The Vaccines Federal Implementation Plan is a companion document to the Vaccines National 
Strategic Plan 2021-2025 published in January 2021. This plan outlines the federal government’s broad 
national vaccination goals and offers a framework to eliminate vaccine-preventable diseases through 
safe and effective vaccination over the lifespan, for both federal agencies and external partners. 
   The implementation plan focuses on the specific actions that federal agencies can take to further 
those same national vaccination goals. 
 
 
NIH  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
http://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases 
News Releases   
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
OECD  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/ 
Newsroom/Library 
Shortages of medicines in OECD countries  
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Working Paper, English, 24 Mar 2022, 54 Pages:  
Suzannah Chapman, Guillaume Dedet, Ruth Lopert  
   Even in wealthy economies, access to medicines is increasingly affected by medicine shortages – an 
issue exacerbated with the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. The aim of this paper was to examine the 
extent and nature of medicine shortages in OECD countries (pre-COVID-19) and explore the reasons 
for this growing global problem. Although differences in monitoring mechanisms make multi-country 
analyses challenging, a sample of 14 OECD countries reported a 60% increase in the number of 
shortage notifications over the period 2017-2019. While the complexity of pharmaceutical 
manufacturing and supply chains hampers root cause analyses, available literature suggests that 
shortages, as reported by marketing authorisation holders, are predominantly due to manufacturing 
and quality issues. Nevertheless, commercial factors - and the policy settings that influence them - may 
play an important role. Although several OECD countries have implemented policy measures to 
mitigate, monitor and prevent shortages, more robust data and further analyses of root causes and 
effective policy responses are needed. The way forward should involve a global approach that engages 
all relevant actors and looks beyond the health care sector alone. 
 
  
PATH  [to 26 Mar 2022]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Press Releases 
PATH and the Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office supported the Vietnam 
Ministry of Health in developing Vietnam’s COVID-19 digital vaccination certificate 
March 22, 2022 by PATH  
The Vietnam Ministry of Health, the UK Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office, and PATH 
came together for the dissemination workshop of a project to internationalize Vietnam’s COVID-19 
vaccine data and certificates. 
   Hanoi, Vietnam, March 22, 2022—The Vietnam Ministry of Health (MOH), the UK Foreign, 
Commonwealth & Development Office (FCDO), PATH, and implementing partners hosted the 
dissemination workshop for a six-month collaboration to support the development of Vietnam’s COVID-
19 digital vaccination certification. The workshop was attended by the Deputy Minister of the Vietnam 
MOH, Tran Van Thuan; the British Ambassador to Vietnam, Gareth Ward; and representatives of 
implementing partners. 
   The project is funded by the Vaccine Data Co-Lab, a component of the Frontier Technology program 
and an FCDO-led collaboration supporting actionable solutions that improve data-driven prioritization, 
allocation, and distribution of COVID-19 vaccines. In May 2021, the UK-funded program launched an 
open call for technical proposals to identify organizations working directly with local and national 
governments in low- and middle-income countries to ensure sustained capacity for vaccine deployment. 
PATH was the first organization to receive a grant from the Vaccine Data Co-Lab… 
 
 
Sabin Vaccine Institute  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
http://www.sabin.org/updates/pressreleases 
Statements and Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 26 Mar 2022]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
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Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
24 March 2022 
Working together to help refugees in the Republic of Moldova  
 
23 March 2022 
TB disease and deaths declining among people living with HIV, but there have been some 
reversals due to the COVID-19 pandemic  

 
 
23 March 2022 
“With the billions spent on this senseless war, the world could find a cure for HIV, end 
poverty and solve other humanitarian crises”  
 
21 March 2022 
Eastern Cape becomes the first South Africa province to campaign on U = U  
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 26 Mar 2022] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected News Releases, Announcements  
UNHCR lauds Philippines’ accession to 1961 statelessness convention 
25 Mar 2022  
 
Number of displaced Nicaraguans in Costa Rica doubles in less than a year 
25 Mar 2022  
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A month since the start of the war, almost a quarter of Ukraine’s population are displaced 
25 Mar 2022  
 
News comment: Without international solidarity, Ukraine’s displacement crisis could turn 
into catastrophe 
Statement by UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi  
24 Mar 2022  
 
One year after Palma attacks, thousands continue to flee violence in northern Mozambique 
22 Mar 2022  
 
UNHCR and partners rush aid to thousands in Mozambique after Tropical Cyclone Gombe 
22 Mar 2022  
 
IOM, UNHCR welcome the first flights of refugees out of Moldova to EU Member States  
22 Mar 2022  
 
UNHCR condemns deadly attack on displaced people in DR Congo 
21 Mar 2022  
 
High Commissioner’s message on the International Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination 
Statement by Filippo Grandi, UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
21 March 2022 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Press Releases, News Notes, Statements  [Selected]  
Press release 
03/24/2022  
More than half of Ukraine’s children displaced after one month of war  
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/more-half-ukraines-children-displaced-after-one-month-war  
NEW YORK/GENEVA/KYIV, 24 March 2022 – , One month of war in Ukraine has led to the displacement 
of 4.3 million children – more than half of the country’s estimated 7.5 million child population. This 
includes more than 1.8 million children who have crossed into neighbouring countries as refugees and 
2.5 million who are now internally displaced inside Ukraine.  “The war has caused one of…  
 
Statement 
03/23/2022  
Girls in Afghanistan must go back to school without any further delays  
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/girls-afghanistan-must-go-back-school-without-any-further-
delays  
NEW YORK, 23 March 2022 -,  “Millions of secondary-school girls around Afghanistan woke up hopeful 
today that they will be able to go back to school and resume their learning. It did not take long for 
their hopes to be shattered. “The de facto authorities’ decision to delay the return to school for girls 
from Grade 7 to Grade 12 is a major setback for girls and their…  
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News note 
03/22/2022  
UNICEF signs supply agreement with Pfizer for oral COVID-19 treatment  
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-signs-supply-agreement-pfizer-oral-covid-19-treatment  
NEW YORK/COPENHAGEN, 22 March 2022, – UNICEF has signed a supply agreement with Pfizer for 
the procurement of up to 4 million treatment courses of the new oral antiviral medicine 
nirmatrelvir/ritonavir (PAXLOVID™) in 2022. UNICEF procurement of nirmatrelvir/ritonavir 
(PAXLOVID™) is dependent on country demand, clinical recommendations and necessary approvals. In 
December 2021, the…  
[See COVID above for detail] 
 
Remarks 
03/21/2022  
UNICEF Executive Director Catherine Russell's humanitarian briefing at the World 
Economic Forum  
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-executive-director-catherine-russells-humanitarian-
briefing-world-economic  
NEW YORK, 21 March 2022,  - "The war in Ukraine is a child protection crisis. "We have all seen the 
pictures. Nothing is safe from attack, and nothing is sacred. Schools, kindergartens, orphanages, 
maternity hospitals, water systems, power plants, theatres.  Unexploded ordnance and mines now litter 
communities where children used to play and go to school. "Dozens of…  
 
Press release 
03/20/2022  
Polio immunisation campaign begins in four countries after case confirmed in Malawi – 
UNICEF  
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/polio-immunisation-ESAR  
Lilongwe,, 20 March 2022 –, More than nine million children are to be vaccinated against polio in the 
first round of a mass campaign across four countries in Eastern and Southern Africa, after an outbreak 
was confirmed in Malawi.   The drive, led by governments, with the support of UNICEF and partners, 
was launched today in Malawi, and will be followed on Thursday  
 
 
Unitaid  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://unitaid.org/ 
Featured News 
24 March 2022 
Unitaid statement on the MPP agreements for local production of generic versions of the 
oral COVID-19 antiviral nirmatrelvir 
[See COVID above for detail] 
 
23 March 2022 
Unitaid calls for renewed efforts to end tuberculosis and reinforce global health responses 
in advance of World TB Day 
    Geneva – In advance of World TB Day, 24 March, Unitaid reaffirms its commitment to bring 
innovative approaches to the fight against TB. 
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   The COVID-19 pandemic has had a devastating effect on health programmes worldwide, but 
tuberculosis (TB) efforts have been disproportionately affected. Disruptions and delays to crucial 
services caused deaths from TB to increase for the first time in over a decade. 
   “In a rapidly changing world, the need to confront new challenges with updated tools and strategies 
is more salient than ever,” said Dr Philippe Duneton, Executive Director of Unitaid. “The tuberculosis 
bacteria was identified 140 years ago. Yet it continues to cause 1.5 million deaths each year, and 
millions of people around the world still lack access to the best tools, treatments, and prevention. 
   “The COVID-19 pandemic puts this in a particularly stark light. Since it began just over two years 
ago, we have developed and deployed rapid at-home tests, several powerful vaccines, multiple 
treatments that avert severe disease and mobilized billions in financing. And though there remains 
much to do, we are hopeful that we’re starting to turn a corner… 
 
 
Vaccine Equity Cooperative [nee Initiative]   [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://vaccineequitycooperative.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccination Acceptance & Demand Initiative [Sabin)  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://www.vaccineacceptance.org/ 
Announcements, Blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Confidence Project  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/ 
News, Research and Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Education Center – Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center 
News 
Vaccine Update for Providers , March 2022 

In this issue:  
▪ Announcements: Webinar, infographic and newsletter series 
▪ News & views: What changed on the 2022 immunization schedules? Test yourself! 
▪ In the journals: COVID-19 mRNA vaccine effectiveness in 12- to 18-year-olds   
▪ Technically speaking: 3 important tools for your electronic tool bag 
▪ From the media: 6th Annual State of the ImmUnion Report 
▪ On the calendar: Conferences, online learning opportunities & observances 
▪ On the bookshelf: 14th edition of “The Pink Book” now available! 
▪ Resources: Flu vaccine strains and new ASF website 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
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News. Opinion, Reports 
Explainer 
Explained: How climate affects health  
20 March 2022  
   Climate change is a global health problem already impacting millions of people around the 
world. Here’s what you need to know. 
 
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WFPHA: World Federation of Public Health Associations  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://www.wfpha.org/ 
Latest News - Blog 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Bank [to 26 Mar 2022] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
Selected News, Announcements 
US$350 Million to Support Jordan’s Poor, Vulnerable Households and Workers Affected by 
COVID-19 Pandemic 
More than 120,000 Jordanian households to benefit from additional financing  Washington DC, March 
22, 2022 – The World Bank has approved US$350 million in additional financing for Jordan’s COVID-
19...  
Date: March 22, 2022 Type: Press Release  
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Latest News 
Customs controls for COVID-19-related goods discussed with ASEAN Ambassadors  
25 March 2022  
 
WCO and INCB unite to support access to controlled medicines in Ukraine and 
neighbouring countries  
22 March 2022  
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://www.oie.int/en/media/news/ 
Press Releases, Statements 
UN Environment Programme joins alliance to implement One Health approach 
18 March 2022  
Joint FAO/OIE/WHO/UNEP Press release 
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Strengthened partnership aims to accelerate coordinated strategy on human, animal and ecosystem 
health 
   Rome/Paris/Geneva/Nairobi – Work to tackle the challenges of human, animal and ecosystem health 
using a more integrated approach has seen significant progress in the past year, leaders of three 
international organizations cooperating across these sectors said, as they expanded their group to 
include a fourth body, the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). 
   At its annual executive meeting this week, the Tripartite partnership for One Health, bringing 
together the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the World 
Health Organization (WHO) and the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), formally 
became the Quadripartite as it signed a Memorandum of Understanding with UNEP. 
   The One Health approach aims to sustainably balance and optimize the health of people, 
animals,  ecosystems and the wider environment. It mobilizes multiple sectors, disciplines and 
communities to work together to foster well-being and tackle threats to health and ecosystems. And it 
addresses the collective need for clean water, energy and air, safe and nutritious food, action on 
climate change, and contributing to sustainable development… 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 26 Mar 2022] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
WTO News and Events 
Prime Minister of Barbados: The centre of new global order is equitable international trade 
23 March 2022 
  Open a nd equitable international trade is at the centre of reinventing the global order to address the 
world’s most pressing challenges, H.E. Ms Mia Amor Mottley, the Prime Minister of Barbados, told a 
large audience at the inaugural event of the WTO’s Presidential Lecture Series on 23 March at the 
WTO’s headquarters in Geneva. WTO ambassadors, Swiss authorities, heads of intergovernmental 
organizations, representatives of non-governmental organizations, business and academia participated 
in the event, which was opened by Director-General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala.  
 
:::::: 
 
ARM [Alliance for Regenerative Medicine]  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://alliancerm.org/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BIO    [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://www.bio.org/press-releases 
Press Releases, Letters, Testimony, Comments [Selected] 
New Season of Biotech Podcast Builds Trust in Science  
March 22, 2022  
 
 
DCVMN – Developing Country Vaccine Manufacturers Network  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
http://www.dcvmn.org/ 
News; Upcoming events 
No new digest content identified. 
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ICBA – International Council of Biotechnology Associations   [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://internationalbiotech.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFPMA   [to 26 Mar 2022] 
http://www.ifpma.org/resources/news-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Publications 
Joint Industry Statement on the War in Ukraine 
   21 March 2022 – The global research-based pharmaceutical industry stands in solidarity with the 
people of Ukraine and condemns the invasion of their country and the suffering it continues to cause. 
Overcoming the challenges that this unprecedented humanitarian crisis poses for patients is our main 
concern. 
   We are united in our mission of providing treatments and vaccines to all those affected by the war, 
wherever they are. Safe passage of medical products remains a top priority. 
   The industry is working in a variety of ways to support those affected by the unfolding humanitarian 
crisis. This includes providing free essential medicines and giving financial support to NGOs on the 
ground. We are monitoring for supply chain disruptions and building supply capacity where it’s needed 
as well as working with the wider health community to address issues as they arise. 
   To learn more about individual company efforts, please visit the website set up by the European 
Federation of Pharmaceutical Industries and Associations’ (EFPIA), found here. 
 
 
International Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association [IGBA] 
https://www.igbamedicines.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Alliance of Patients’ Organizations – IAPO  [to 26 Mar 2022] 
https://www.iapo.org.uk/news/topic/6  
Press and media [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PhRMA    [to 26 Mar 2022] 
http://www.phrma.org/  
Latest News [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
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:: Coronavirus [COVID-19] - WHO 
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Journal Watch 
   Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review continues its weekly scanning of key peer-reviewed 
journals to identify and cite articles, commentary and editorials, books reviews and other content 
supporting our focu-s on vaccine ethics and policy. Journal Watch is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative of themes and issues the Center is actively tracking. We selectively provide full text of some 
editorial and comment articles that are specifically relevant to our work. Successful access to some of 
the links provided may require subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher.  
     If you would like to suggest other journal titles to include in this service, please contact David Curry 
at: david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org 
 
 
AJOB Empirical Bioethics 
Volume 13, 2022  Issue  1 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
AMA Journal of Ethics 
Volume 24, Number 2: E107-163  Feb 2022 
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/tactical-health-and-law-enforcement 
Tactical Health and Law Enforcement  
   Tactical health involves providing field-based clinical support to law enforcement operations during 
frontline crisis interventions and prehospital emergency care. Health professional skill can inform 
individual officers’ occupational health maintenance and help agents of the state navigate primary and 
secondary trauma and posttrauma experiences in field- and clinic-based settings. Tactical health 
expertise can also inform department- and agency-level policies, decisions, and responses to 
community health and safety threats. Ethical questions considered in this issue focus on the nature and 
scope of health professionals’ collaborations with law enforcement personnel during and following 
critical event preparation and responses. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
March 2022  Volume 50  Issue 3  p243-366 
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
March 2022  Volume 62  Issue 3  p307-472 
https://www.ajpmonline.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
March 2022   112(3) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 

 

American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 106 (2022): Issue 2 (Feb 2022)  
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