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Milestones :: Perspectives :: Research 
 
Editor’s Note: 
As is obvious to all, the sheer volume of strategic announcements, regulatory actions, country program 
decisions, commentary, and, indeed, misinformation around COVID response continues at 
extraordinary levels. Our weekly digest strives to present a coherent and comprehensive snapshot, but 
cannot be exhaustive, If you recognize a missed strategic development, a new source of rigorous 
analysis, or an insight/commentary that would benefit our common understanding, please advise 
me…we will review suggestions and consider inclusion in a subsequent edition: 
david.r.curry@ge2p2global.org 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Assessing Country Readiness for COVID-19 Vaccines - First Insights from the Assessment 
Rollout 
World Bank – Publication :: March 11, 2021 :: 28 pages 
PDF: http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/467291615997445437/pdf/Assessing-Country-
Readiness-for-COVID-19-Vaccines-First-Insights-from-the-Assessment-Rollout.pdf 
 
Executive Summary 
The global COVID-19 vaccination campaign, the largest public health initiative ever 
undertaken, presents challenges unprecedented in scale, speed and specificities, especially 
in low and middle-income countries. In November 2020, anticipating the availability of safe and 
effective vaccines for COVID-19, the World Bank together with WHO, UNICEF, the Global Fund, 
and Gavi rolled out readiness assessments in more than 100 low and middle-income 
countries. The key insights from the assessments to date present a high-level snapshot of country 
readiness to deploy COVID-19 vaccines based on initial findings from ongoing assessments in 128 
countries. The World Bank is providing $12 billion for developing countries to purchase and distribute 
COVID-19 vaccines, tests and treatments and strengthen health and vaccination systems to ensure that 
vaccines get to those who need them. The assessments provide highly valuable insights into countries’ 
preparedness and will feed into World Bank projects. 
 
Initial findings from the ongoing assessments show that the world’s poorest countries are at varying 
degrees of readiness for the massive undertaking of vaccinating their populations against the deadly 
COVID-19 disease. 
 
The assessments reveal that while 85% of countries have developed national vaccination 
plans and 68% have vaccine safety systems, only 30% have developed processes to train 
the large number of vaccinators who will be needed for the campaign and only 27% have 
created social mobilization and public engagement strategies to encourage people to get 
vaccinated. Given the worrying vaccine hesitancy levels, strategies to generate confidence, 
acceptance and demand for the vaccine are urgently needed. 
 
The assessments further show that most countries are focusing on strengthening essential aspects of 
the vaccine delivery chain – enough to advance vaccination schedules and begin inoculating their 
populations. The pandemic’s devastating toll on health and economies, fear of highly contagious 
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variants and public pressure to start vaccinations have prompted many countries to prepare aggressive 
vaccine delivery schedules. Although countries have many gaps in readiness, most have 
prepared well enough in select essential areas to begin inoculating their populations as 
soon as vaccines become available. Most countries are approaching the COVID-19 vaccine rollout 
as an emergency and are emphasizing speed and expediency over deliberative system-strengthening. 
As a result, they are missing out on the benefits of long-lasting improvements that a systems approach 
could bring. 
 
The assessments show that COVID-19 vaccination campaigns offer unique opportunities for countries 
to develop specialized digital systems to track vaccines and vaccinated individuals, and monitor vaccine 
safety and report adverse reactions. In addition, the large-scale vaccination mobilization provides 
opportunities to countries to sustainably strengthen the cold chain and introduce environmentally-
friendly options that could be of use well beyond the current crisis. 
 
Finally, it is noteworthy that in most countries the assessments have succeeded in 
elevating the importance of readiness to the highest levels of decision-making. The 
assessments have brought together government officers, healthcare professionals, the private sector 
and communities as well as global partners in the largest vaccination campaign in history, and have 
generated an unprecedented momentum as countries begin inoculating large swathes of the adult 
population to overcome the virus that has redefined the world in the last fifteen months. 
 
MAIN REPORT FINDINGS 
[1] As countries ramp up efforts to vaccinate their populations against the deadly COVID-19 disease, 
the world’s poorest countries show varying degrees of readiness for this massive undertaking. 
 
[2] The existence of well-functioning child immunization systems is not a strong predictor 
of country readiness to deliver COVID-19 vaccines.  
 
[3] Most countries are focusing on strengthening essential aspects of the vaccine delivery chain –
enough to advance vaccination schedules and begin inoculating their populations.  
 
[4] Few countries are using the opportunity provided by the deployment of COVID-19 
vaccines to strengthen health systems and find long-lasting solutions for similar future 
challenges 
 
[5] COVID-19 vaccination campaigns offer unique opportunities for countries to digitize their 
information systems for tracking vaccines and monitoring vaccinations 
 
[6] The COVID-19 vaccine rollout is an opportunity to create environmentally friendly cold chain that 
could be of use well beyond the current crisis 
 
[7] More countries are using indicative top-down methodologies instead of the new 
assessment framework and associated tools to cost gaps in readiness. 
 
 
Media Release 
Gaps Remain in Countries Readiness to Deploy COVID-19 Vaccines 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2021/03/18/gaps-remain-in-countries-readiness-to-deploy-covid-19-vaccines


 
 

Assessments by World Bank and partners provide insights into more than 120 countries’ readiness to 
safely distribute vaccines  
WASHINGTON, March 18, 2021 – As countries undertake the largest vaccination campaign in history, 
the World Bank has worked with governments, WHO, UNICEF, the Global Fund and GAVI on assessing 
countries’ readiness to safely deploy COVID-19 vaccines in 128 low- and middle-income countries. The 
results indicate that income level and other economic indicators correlate weakly with vaccine 
preparedness. The report focuses on ten key indicators, including cold chain & logistics, population 
prioritization, budgeting, training of healthcare personnel, and safety surveillance, among others. 
 
Initial findings show that 85% of countries that participated in the assessments have developed 
national vaccination plans and 68% have safety measures in place, including systems for reporting 
adverse reactions. However, only 30% have developed plans to train the large number of vaccinators 
who will be needed and only 27% have created social mobilization and public engagement strategies to 
encourage people to get vaccinated. Given worrying  vaccine hesitancy, strategies to generate 
confidence, acceptance and demand for vaccines are urgently needed. Countries affected by conflict 
and fragility (37 out of 128) scored lower than other countries on almost all indicators. 
 
“Many developing countries are in the midst of preparing aggressive COVID19 vaccine delivery plans,” 
said Mamta Murthi, Vice President for Human Development at the World Bank. “While most countries 
are well enough prepared to begin inoculating their populations, there are still important gaps that 
must urgently be addressed for wide, large scale vaccination rollouts to succeed.” 
 
The World Bank is providing $12 billion for developing countries to purchase and distribute COVID-19 
vaccines, tests, and treatments and strengthen health and vaccination systems to ensure that vaccines 
get to those who need them. Our vaccination programs will reach over 40 countries in the near-term, 
amounting to $3 billion out of the $12 billion available. The readiness assessments will inform our 
projects and help governments and healthcare professionals better understand and manage the 
complex task of vaccinating large adult populations in a very short timeframe… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] - WHO 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019 
 
 

Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates  
Last update: 23 January 2021 
Confirmed cases ::   121 969 223   [week ago:  118 754 336]   [two weeks ago: 115 653 459]   
Confirmed deaths ::    2 694 094   [week ago:      2 634 370]   [two weeks ago:    2 571 823]  
Countries, areas or territories with cases :: 223 
 
16 March 2021  
Weekly epidemiological update on COVID-19 –  16 March 2021  
Overview  
   In the past week, new cases continued to rise globally, increasing by 10% in the past week to over 3 
million new reported cases. After peaking in early January 2021 when there were just under 5 million 
cases, new cases then declined to around 2.5 million in the week commencing 15 February 2021 but in 
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the past three weeks have increased again. This week, the Americas and Europe continue to account 
for over 80% of new cases and new deaths, with rises in new cases seen in all regions apart from 
Africa, where a decrease by 4% has been reported. 
   In this edition, special focus updates are provided on: 
   :: Building and maintaining trust - what countries should do to prepare communities for a COVID-19 
vaccine, treatment, or a new test; and  
   :: SARS-CoV-2 variants of concern: 
 

 
 
 
16 March 2021  
Weekly operational update on COVID-19 - 16 March 2021  
Overview  
   In this edition of the Weekly Operational Update on COVID-19, highlights of country-level actions and 
WHO support to Member States include: 
:: Historic roll-out of shipments from COVAX facility gathers pace globally 
:: International Women’s Day 2021: Challenging barriers women face accessing life-saving knowledge 
for COVID-19 response 
:: Vaccination data now available on the WHO COVID-19 dashboard 
:: Preparedness activities including enriched Intra-Action Reviews, WHO facilitated learning on safe 
hospitals and reviewing preparedness assessment tools for enhancements  
:: The Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan (SPRP) 2021 Operational Planning Guidelines, 
resource requirements and progress made to continue investing in the COVID-19 response and for 
building the architecture to prepare for, prevent and mitigate future health emergencies  
:: Updates on WHO/PAHO procured items, participation in the Unity Studies, and select indicators from 
the COVID-19 Monitoring and Evaluation Framework 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO – COVID Vaccines EUAL, Prequalification 
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Statement of the WHO Global Advisory Committee on Vaccine Safety (GACVS) COVID-19 
subcommittee on safety signals related to the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine 
19 March 2021   Statement 
The GACVS COVID-19 subcommittee met virtually on 16 and 19 March 2021 to review available 
information and data on thromboembolic events (blood clots) and thrombocytopenia (low platelets) 
after vaccination with the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine. 
 
The subcommittee reviewed clinical trial data and reports based on safety data from Europe, the 
United Kingdom, India, and Vigibase, the WHO global database of individual case safety reports. 
 
Based on a careful scientific review of the available information, the subcommittee came to the 
following conclusions and recommendations:  
:: The AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine (including Covishield) continues to have a positive benefit-risk 
profile, with tremendous potential to prevent infections and reduce deaths across the world. 
:: The available data do not suggest any overall increase in clotting conditions such as deep venous 
thrombosis or pulmonary embolism following administration of COVID-19 vaccines. Reported rates of 
thromboembolic events after COVID-19 vaccines are in line with the expected number of diagnoses of 
these conditions. Both conditions occur naturally and are not uncommon. They also occur as a result of 
COVID-19.  The observed rates have been fewer than expected for such events. 
:: While very rare and unique thromboembolic events in combination with thrombocytopenia, such as 
cerebral venous sinus thrombosis (CVST), have also been reported following vaccination with the 
AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine in Europe, it is not certain that they have been caused by vaccination. 
The European Medicines Agency’s Pharmacovigilance and Risk Assessment Committee has reviewed 18 
cases of CVST out of a total of more than 20 million vaccinations with the AstraZeneca COVID-19 
vaccine in Europe. A causal relationship between these rare events has not been established at this 
time (1).  
:: Adequate education should be provided to health-care professionals and persons being vaccinated to 
recognize the signs and symptoms of all serious adverse events after vaccinations with all COVID-19 
vaccines, so that people may seek and receive prompt and relevant medical care and treatment.  
:: The GACVS subcommittee recommends that countries continue to monitor the safety of all COVID-19 
vaccines and promote reporting of suspected adverse events. 
:: The GACVS subcommittee also agrees with the European Medicines Agency’s plans to further 
investigate and monitor for these events.  
 
The GACVS COVID-19 subcommittee will continue to review the safety data from all COVID-19 vaccines 
and update any advice as necessary. The WHO COVID-19 vaccine safety surveillance manual provides 
guidance to countries on the safety monitoring and adverse events data sharing for the new COVID-19 
vaccines, and can be accessed here… 
[See EMA and European Commission announcement below under “Europe”] 
 
17 March 2021   Statement 
WHO statement on AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine safety signals 
   …At this time, WHO considers that the benefits of the AstraZeneca vaccine outweigh its risks and 
recommends that vaccinations continue.  
 
:::::: 
 
Draft landscape and tracker of COVID-19 candidate vaccines 
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12 March 2021  | Publication 
   The COVID-19 candidate vaccine landscape and tracker database compiles detailed information on 
COVID-19 vaccine candidates in development. 
  The landscape is updated regularly - twice a week (Tuesday and Friday, 17:00 CET). 
Download: https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/blue-print/12.03.2021-novel-
coronavirus_landscape_covid-19.xlsx.zip?sfvrsn=c2a25511_3&download=true 
 
:::::: 
 
Status of COVID-19 Vaccines within WHO EUL/PQ evaluation process  17 Mar 2021 
For 16 vaccine candidates, the presents Manufacturer, Name of Vaccine, NRA of Record, Platform, EOI 
Accepted Status, Pre-submission Meeting Held Status, Dossier Accepted for Review, Status of 
Assessment; Anticipated/Completed Decision Date 
[click on the link above for full scale view] 
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UNICEF COVID-19 Vaccine Market Dashboard :: Agreements Table Accessed 20 Mar 2021 
An overview of information collected from publicly announced bilateral and multilateral supply 
agreements [Agreements view from 2021-03-07 to date] 
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Our World in Data 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Vaccinations – Fully Vaccinated Population Percentage 

 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
U.S.: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
White House [U.S.] 
Briefing Room 
Remarks by President Biden and Vice President Harris During a Briefing at the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention  
March 19, 2021 • Speeches and Remarks  
 
Press Briefing by White House COVID-19 Response Team and Public Health Officials  
March 19, 2021 • Press Briefings  
 
Readout of the First Principals Committee Meeting on Advancing Equity  
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March 18, 2021 • Statements and Releases  
 
Remarks by President Biden on the 100 Million Shot Goal  
March 18, 2021 • Speeches and Remarks  
 
Press Briefing by White House COVID-19 Response Team and Public Health Officials  
March 17, 2021 • Press Briefings  
 
Press Briefing by White House COVID-19 Response Team and Public Health Officials  
March 15, 2021 • Press Briefings  
 
 
COVID Data Tracker  Friday, March 20, 2021 

 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Europe: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
EMA    
News: COVID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca: benefits still outweigh the risks despite possible 
link to rare blood clots with low blood platelets (updated)  
PRAC, Last updated: 19/03/2021  
 EMA’s safety committee, PRAC, concluded its preliminary review of a signal of blood clots in people 
vaccinated with COVID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca at its extraordinary meeting of 18 March 2021.  
 
The Committee confirmed that: 
   :: the benefits of the vaccine in combating the still widespread threat of COVID-19 (which itself 
results in clotting problems and may be fatal) continue to outweigh the risk of side effects; 
   :: the vaccine is not associated with an increase in the overall risk of blood clots (thromboembolic 
events) in those who receive it; 
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   :: there is no evidence of a problem related to specific batches of the vaccine or to particular 
manufacturing sites; 
   :: however, the vaccine may be associated with very rare cases of blood clots associated with 
thrombocytopenia, i.e. low levels of blood platelets (elements in the blood that help it to clot) with or 
without bleeding, including rare cases of clots in the vessels draining blood from the brain (CVST). 
 
These are rare cases – around 20 million people in the UK and EEA had received the vaccine as of 
March 16 and EMA had reviewed only 7 cases of blood clots in multiple blood vessels (disseminated 
intravascular coagulation, DIC) and 18 cases of CVST. A causal link with the vaccine is not proven, but 
is possible and deserves further analysis. 
 
The PRAC involved experts in blood disorders in its review, and worked closely with other health 
authorities including the UK’s MHRA which has experience with administration of this vaccine to around 
11 million people. Overall the number of thromboembolic events reported after vaccination, both in 
studies before licensing and in reports after rollout of vaccination campaigns (469 reports, 191 of them 
from the EEA), was lower than that expected in the general population. This allows the PRAC to 
confirm that there is no increase in overall risk of blood clots. However, in younger patients there 
remain some concerns, related in particular to these rare cases. 
 
The Committee’s experts looked in extreme detail at records of DIC and CVST reported from Member 
States, 9 of which resulted in death. Most of these occurred in people under 55 and the majority were 
women. Because these events are rare, and COVID-19 itself often causes blood clotting disorders in 
patients, it is difficult to estimate a background rate for these events in people who have not had the 
vaccine. However, based on pre-COVID figures it was calculated that less than 1 reported case of DIC 
might have been expected by 16 March among people under 50 within 14 days of receiving the 
vaccine, whereas 5 cases had been reported. Similarly, on average 1.35 cases of CVST might have 
been expected among this age group whereas by the same cut-off date there had been 12. A similar 
imbalance was not visible in the older population given the vaccine. 
 
The Committee was of the opinion that the vaccine’s proven efficacy in preventing hospitalisation and 
death from COVID-19 outweighs the extremely small likelihood of developing DIC or CVST. However, in 
the light of its findings, patients should be aware of the remote possibility of such syndromes, and if 
symptoms suggestive of clotting problems occur patients should seek immediate medical attention and 
inform healthcare professionals of their recent vaccination. Steps are already being taken to update the 
product information for the vaccine to include more information on these risks. 
 
The PRAC will undertake additional review of these risks, including looking at the risks with other types 
of COVID-19 vaccines (although no signal has been identified from monitoring so far). Close safety 
monitoring of reports of blood clotting disorders will continue, and further studies are being instituted 
to provide more laboratory data as well as real-world evidence.  EMA will communicate further as 
appropriate… 
 
 
European Commission  
Statement following the European Medicines Agency review of the COVID-19 vaccine 
AstraZeneca  
Statement   18 March 2021 

https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/glossary/prac
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_21_1248
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   … "Security and trust in vaccines is key for vaccinations. The priority of the Commission has always 
been the safety and the efficacy of any COVID-19 vaccine authorised for use in the EU. This is why we 
have ensured that all vaccines, before being administered, go through the rigorous and independent 
safety scrutiny of the European Medicines Agency. This has always been non-negotiable for us. The EU 
conditional marketing authorisation also requires a robust pharmacovigilance system to ensure that any 
possible medicine related problem, however rare it is, does not go undetected.  
   “ As the European Medicines Agency has clearly stated today, the benefits of the vaccine in 
combating COVID-19 continue to outweigh the risks of side effects. It is an effective and safe vaccine 
that greatly contributes to the efforts to address the impact of COVID-19 and the very serious health 
risks of an infection. Vaccination is one of our strongest means to put an end to the pandemic and we 
must all continue our efforts to ensure that the roll-out is proceeding as quickly as possible whilst 
ensuring that the rigorous safety monitoring continues as part of the EU pharmacovigilance process." 
 
Statement  16 March 2021 
Commission Statement on BioNTech-Pfizer top-up for Quarter 2 deliveries  
 
Statement  13 March 2021 
Statement of the European Commission on the methodology used to determine the 
allocation of doses of vaccines under the Advance Purchase Agreements 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Africa: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
Statement to African Union Member States on the deployment of the AstraZeneca COVID-
19 Vaccine to the continent and concerns about adverse event reports coming from Europe  
19 March 2021  
…Africa CDC’s recommendations to AU Member States and health authorities 
   COVID-19 vaccines remain a strategic approach for the prevention of severe cases of and COVID-19 
related deaths. Africa CDC encourages AU member States to facilitate rapid access to safe and effective 
vaccines that reduce COVID-19 severity and COVID-19 related hospitalizations. This is strategic for the 
control of the epidemic and the rapid return of the growth and development of the continent. 
   On Tuesday 16th of March, Africa CDC called for a special session of the African Taskforce for 
Coronavirus (AFTCOR), which include experts from across Africa and the world, to review the 
AstraZeneca situation. From the evidence available and discussed during the AFTCOR special session, 
Africa CDC concluded that the benefits accruable from the AstraZeneca COVID-19, continue to 
outweigh its risks. Accordingly, Africa CDC recommends: 
   :: AU Member States continue to roll-out the AstraZeneca vaccine as part of their vaccination 
campaigns. 
   :: AU Member States ensure the routine monitoring, reporting and evaluation of Adverse Events 
Following Immunization. 
   :: Policy decisions pertaining to vaccination roll-out be based on evidence and thorough regulatory 
review processes. 
   Africa CDC will continue to monitor the adverse events following immunization with all the COVID-19 
vaccines and provide evidence-based recommendations as the situation evolves. 
   Download the PDF Version: Statement to AU Member States on the deployment of the AstraZeneca 
COVID-19 Vaccine 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_21_1202
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_21_1161
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_21_1161
https://africacdc.org/news-item/statement-to-african-union-member-states-on-the-deployment-of-the-astrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine-to-the-continent-and-concerns-about-adverse-event-reports-coming-from-europe/
https://africacdc.org/news-item/statement-to-african-union-member-states-on-the-deployment-of-the-astrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine-to-the-continent-and-concerns-about-adverse-event-reports-coming-from-europe/
https://africacdc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/FACDC-AstraZenecca-Statement_19march-2.pdf
https://africacdc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/FACDC-AstraZenecca-Statement_19march-2.pdf


 
 

 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Russia: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
Russia: Sputnik V – “the first registered COVID-19 vaccine”   
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/ 
Press Releases 
Sputnik V authorized in Seychelles  
Press release, 19.03.2021  
 
Cameroon approves Sputnik V  
Press release, 19.03.2021  
 
RDIF and Stelis Biopharma partner to supply 200 million doses of the Sputnik V vaccine  
Press release, 19.03.2021  
   The Russian Direct Investment Fund (RDIF, Russia’s sovereign wealth fund), and Stelis Biopharma 
Pvt. Ltd., the biopharmaceutical division of Strides, a global pharmaceutical company headquartered in 
India, have partnered to produce and supply a minimum of 200 million doses of the Russian Sputnik V 
vaccine against coronavirus sufficient to vaccinate 100 million people. The agreement between RDIF 
and Stelis Biopharma was reached under the aegis of Enso Healthcare LLP (part of Enso Group), RDIF's 
coordination partner for sourcing Sputnik V vaccines in India… 
   The parties intend to commence supplies from the Q3 of 2021. Stelis will also continue to work with 
the RDIF to provide additional supply volumes beyond the initial agreement… 
 
Sputnik V registered in Philippines  
Press release, 19.03.2021  
 
RDIF thanks Mexico for seizing illegal shipment of fake Sputnik V vaccine  
Press release, 18.03.2021  
   The Russian Direct Investment Fund (RDIF, Russia’s sovereign wealth fund) expresses gratitude to 
the Government of Mexico, its Customs and Armed Forces for seizure of a batch of fake Russian 
Sputnik V vaccine against coronavirus.  
   Earlier today Mexican authorities seized a batch of vaccines designed and packaged as Sputnik V. For 
more details please see the official statement by the Government of Mexico:  
https://www.gob.mx/sat/prensa/aduanas-y-ejercito-mexicano-decomisan-vacunas-sputnik-v-en-
aeronave-privada-en-la-aduana-de-campeche-043-2021  
   Analysis of the photographs of the seized batch, including the design of containers and labels, 
suggests that it is a fake substance which has nothing to do with the original vaccine…  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
India: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
Indian Council for Medical Research (ICMR)  
https://www.icmr.gov.in/media.html 

https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/sputnik-v-authorized-in-seychelles/
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/cameroon-approves-sputnik-v/
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/rdif-and-stelis-biopharma-partner-to-supply-200-million-doses-of-the-sputnik-v-vaccine/
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/sputnik-v-registered-in-philippines/
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/rdif-thanks-mexico-for-seizing-illegal-shipment-of-fake-sputnik-v-vaccine-/
https://www.gob.mx/sat/prensa/aduanas-y-ejercito-mexicano-decomisan-vacunas-sputnik-v-en-aeronave-privada-en-la-aduana-de-campeche-043-2021
https://www.gob.mx/sat/prensa/aduanas-y-ejercito-mexicano-decomisan-vacunas-sputnik-v-en-aeronave-privada-en-la-aduana-de-campeche-043-2021
https://www.icmr.gov.in/media.html


 
 

No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
China: COVID-19 Vaccines – Announcements/Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
National Medical Products Administration – PRC  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/news.html 
News 
China's recombinant protein vaccine to aid global fight against COVID-19: Expert 
2021-03-08 
   China's homegrown recombinant protein COVID-19 vaccine, recently approved for use in Uzbekistan, 
is expected to be another "powerful weapon" in fighting the global pandemic, a senior Chinese CDC 
official has said. 
 
Scientists should bolster defense against COVID-19 strains, senior biomedical engineer 
says 
2021-03-08 
   The country's scientific community should continue its rigorous and intensive research on COVID-19, 
and bolster the nation's preparedness by developing vaccines and diagnostic kits against mutated 
strains of SARS-CoV-2, a senior biomedical engineer said during the second plenary meeting of the 
fourth session of the 13th National Committee of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference 
on March 7 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID Vaccine Developer Announcements 
 
Moderna Announces First Participants Dosed in Phase 2/3 Study of COVID-19 Vaccine 
Candidate in Pediatric Population 
Phase 2/3 study expected to enroll 6,750 healthy pediatric participants less than 12 years of age 
March 16, 2021 
 
First Participants Dosed in Phase 1 Study Evaluating mRNA-1283, Moderna’s Next 
Generation COVID-19 Vaccine 
mRNA-1283 is being developed as a potential refrigerator stable mRNA vaccine that will facilitate easier 
distribution and administration by healthcare providers 
March 15, 2021 
 
Takeda and IDT Support Manufacturing of Johnson & Johnson’s COVID-19 Vaccine 
Takeda will make manufacturing capacity available at IDT’s facilities in Germany 
March 15, 2021 
   … With this agreement, Takeda is now supporting global access to three different COVID-19 
vaccines. Takeda previously announced its commitment to providing rapid and sustained access to 
COVID-19 vaccines in Japan through partnerships with Novavax and Moderna… 
 

http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/news.html
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/2021-03/08/c_599426.htm
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/2021-03/08/c_599430.htm
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/2021-03/08/c_599430.htm
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20210316005514/en/Moderna-Announces-First-Participants-Dosed-in-Phase-23-Study-of-COVID-19-Vaccine-Candidate-in-Pediatric-Population
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20210316005514/en/Moderna-Announces-First-Participants-Dosed-in-Phase-23-Study-of-COVID-19-Vaccine-Candidate-in-Pediatric-Population
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20210315005475/en/First-Participants-Dosed-in-Phase-1-Study-Evaluating-mRNA-1283-Moderna%E2%80%99s-Next-Generation-COVID-19-Vaccine
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20210315005475/en/First-Participants-Dosed-in-Phase-1-Study-Evaluating-mRNA-1283-Moderna%E2%80%99s-Next-Generation-COVID-19-Vaccine
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20210315005194/en/Takeda-and-IDT-Support-Manufacturing-of-Johnson-Johnson%E2%80%99s-COVID-19-Vaccine
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.takeda.com%2Fnewsroom%2Fnewsreleases%2F2020%2Fnovavax-and-takeda-announce-collaboration-for-novavax-covid-19-vaccine-candidate-in-japan%2F&esheet=52395652&newsitemid=20210315005194&lan=en-US&anchor=Novavax&index=2&md5=0c5fa9577260354c0064f574476b8d0c
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.takedavaccines.com%2Fnews%2Frelease%2Ftakeda-expands-covid-19-vaccine-supply-in-japan-through-partnership-with-moderna-and-government-of-japan%2F&esheet=52395652&newsitemid=20210315005194&lan=en-US&anchor=Moderna&index=3&md5=0ef80ec0004d3d71d543e3fa3f90f8a2


 
 

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID Vaccination: Incentives/Mandates/Passports 
 
Press release  17 March 2021 
Coronavirus: Commission proposes a Digital Green Certificate  
Today the European Commission is proposing to create a Digital Green Certificate to facilitate safe free 
movement inside the EU during the COVID-19 pandemic. The Digital Green Certificate will be a 
proof that a person has been vaccinated against COVID-19, received a negative test result 
or recovered from COVID-19. It will be available, free of charge, in digital or paper format. 
It will include a QR code to ensure security and authenticity of the certificate. The 
Commission will build a gateway to ensure all certificates can be verified across the EU, and support 
Member States in the technical implementation of certificates. Member States remain responsible to 
decide which public health restrictions can be waived for travellers but will have to apply such waivers 
in the same way to travellers holding a Digital Green Certificate. 
 
Vice-President for Values and Transparency, Věra Jourová said: “The Digital Green Certificate offers an 
EU-wide solution to ensure that EU citizens benefit from a harmonised digital tool to support free 
movement in the EU. This is a good message in support of recovery. Our key objectives are to offer an 
easy to use, non-discriminatory and secure tool that fully respects data protection. And we continue 
working towards international convergence with other partners.” 
 
Commissioner for Justice, Didier Reynders, said: “With the Digital Green Certificate, we are 
taking a European approach to ensure EU citizens and their family members can travel 
safely and with minimum restrictions this summer. The Digital Green Certificate will not be 
a pre-condition to free movement and it will not discriminate in any way. A common EU-
approach will not only help us to gradually restore free movement within the EU and avoid 
fragmentation. It is also a chance to influence global standards and lead by example based on our 
European values like data protection.” 
 
Key elements of the regulation proposed by the Commission today: 
[1] Accessible and secure certificates for all EU citizens: 
:: The Digital Green Certificate will cover three types of certificates –vaccination certificates, test 
certificates (NAAT/RT-PCR test or a rapid antigen test), and certificates for persons who have 
recovered from COVID-19. 
:: The certificates will be issued in a digital form or on paper. Both will have a QR code that contains 
necessary key information as well as a digital signature to make sure the certificate is authentic. 
:: The Commission will build a gateway and support Member States to develop software that 
authorities can use to verify all certificate signatures across the EU. No personal data of the certificate 
holders passes through the gateway, or is retained by the verifying Member State. 
:: The certificates will be available free of charge and in the official language or languages of the 
issuing Member State and English. 
 
[2] Non-discrimination: 
:: All people – vaccinated and non-vaccinated – should benefit from a Digital Green Certificate when 
travelling in the EU. To prevent discrimination against individuals who are not vaccinated, the 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_1181
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/proposal-regulation-interoperable-certificates-vaccination-testing-and-recovery-digital-green-certificate_en


 
 

Commission proposes to create not only an interoperable vaccination certificate, but also COVID-19 
test certificates and certificates for persons who have recovered from COVID-19. 
:: Same right for travellers with the Digital Green Certificate –where Member States accept proof of 
vaccination to waive certain public health restrictions such as testing or quarantine, they would be 
required to accept, under the same conditions, vaccination certificates issued under the Digital Green 
Certificate system. This obligation would be limited to vaccines that have received EU-wide marketing 
authorisation, but Member States can decide to accept other vaccines in addition. 
:: Notification of other measures – if a Member State continues to require holders of a Digital Green 
Certificate to quarantine or test, it must notify the Commission and all other Member States and explain 
the reasons for such measures. 
 
[3] Only essential information and secure personal data: 
:: The certificates will include a limited set of information such as name, date of birth, date of issuance, 
relevant information about vaccine/test/recovery and a unique identifier of the certificate. This data can 
be checked only to confirm and verify the authenticity and validity of certificates. 
 
The Digital Green Certificate will be valid in all EU Member States and open for Iceland, 
Liechtenstein, Norway as well as Switzerland. The Digital Green Certificate should be issued to 
EU citizens and their family members, regardless of their nationality. It should also be issued to non-EU 
nationals who reside in the EU and to visitors who have the right to travel to other Member States. 
 
The Digital Green Certificate system is a temporary measure. It will be suspended once the World 
Health Organization (WHO) declares the end of the COVID-19 international health emergency… 
 
 
Questions and answers  17 March 2021 
Questions and Answers – Digital Green Certificate 
 
:::::: 
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
Science  
19 March 2021  Vol 371, Issue 6535 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Editorial  
COVID-19 vaccination passports 
By Christopher Dye, Melinda C. Mills 
As countries grow eager to reignite their economies and people increasingly yearn for mobility and 
normalcy in life, pressure is mounting for some form of COVID-19 health status certificate that would 
support these desires. There has already been an explosion of COVID-19 passport initiatives for 
domestic use and international travel. But scientific, legal, and ethical concerns abound with such 
documentation. Given the high stakes, what is the path forward? 
 
From doctors' examinations to ship inspections, clean bills of health have secured passage through 
centuries of human plagues. Today's best-known health passport is the International Certificate of 
Vaccination or Prophylaxis, created by the World Health Organization (WHO). WHO's Yellow Card has 
certified vaccinations for cholera, plague, and typhoid, among other infections. There is certainly 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/live-work-travel-eu/coronavirus-response/safe-covid-19-vaccines-europeans/questions-and-answers-covid-19-vaccination-eu_en#vaccination
https://ec.europa.eu/info/live-work-travel-eu/coronavirus-response/safe-covid-19-vaccines-europeans/questions-and-answers-covid-19-vaccination-eu_en#vaccination
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_21_1187
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/371/6535/1184
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/371/6535/1184


 
 

precedent for a COVID-19 vaccination passport certifying that the holder can travel, study, play, and 
work without compromising personal or public health. Among newly proposed COVID-19 passport 
schemes are the WHO's Smart Vaccination Certificate, Israel's “green passport,” the European Union's 
proposed Digital Green Pass, and the Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention's “My COVID 
Pass.” 
 
Given the momentum, what are the main principles that COVID-19 passports should follow to ensure 
their appropriate use? 
 
A COVID-19 passport should be scientifically valid. Passport holders must be protected from illness so 
that they can carry out the activities for which the passport has been issued and to avoid burdening 
health services. A passport would ideally certify that holders are not, and cannot become, a source of 
infection for others. Vaccines have high efficacy in preventing symptomatic COVID-19, and there is 
growing evidence that they can prevent transmission too. No vaccine is perfect, and it remains to be 
determined whether vaccines meet minimum requirements for preventing infection and illness. The 
duration of protection conferred by vaccines should be tied to passport expiry dates, perhaps with 
options to revoke passports if new coronavirus variants compromise efficacy. These passports should 
also be judged for their comparative advantage. They may be preferable to viral RNA and antigen 
tests, which aim to certify that individuals are temporarily free of infection, and to antibody tests, which 
do not guarantee immunity to infection or disease. 
 
The vaccination certificate should be portable, affordable, and linked safely and securely to the identity 
of the holder. Ideally, it will be internationally standardized with verifiable credentials and based on 
interoperable technologies. Forgery and personal data security are dominant concerns, but such 
problems are routinely solved for financial and other sensitive transactions. 
 
Many issues surround the fair use of vaccination passports. The widely held view is that documents 
must avoid discrimination and inequity. Ideally, a passport would be exclusive only with respect to its 
primary purpose, which is to protect the health of individuals and others with whom they come into 
contact. But such exclusions inevitably raise barriers elsewhere. Some, such as restrictions on 
nonessential leisure activities, should be relatively easy to manage. The greatest risk is that people for 
whom vaccination is unacceptable, untested, inaccessible, or impossible are denied access to essential 
goods and services. This could happen where there is vaccine hesitancy or refusal among certain 
ethnic minorities; where there are no data on vaccine efficacy for people at risk, such as children and 
pregnant women; where migrants are undocumented and unreachable; where passports are 
exclusively digital, barring people without smartphones; and where people are not yet eligible for 
vaccination. These examples signal the need for alternatives and exemptions. 
 
Some decisions about how to use passports will be made by public debate and consent, drawing on 
social and ethical norms. Others will be determined by domestic and international law. Some employers 
have already announced “no jab, no job” policies. In such cases, the freedom of choice for individual 
employees, set against a firm's duty and preference for the care of all staff, might be tested in court. 
 
COVID-19 is a new human disease. The challenges presented by vaccination passports are also new in 
detail, but mostly familiar in kind. Adding to current, imperfect certification procedures by diagnostic 
tests, vaccination passports are likely to be widely adopted during the pandemic and its probable 
sequel, endemic and episodic disease. The choice about how passports are used should be guided by 
exemplary science, appropriate technologies, and fair use for all. 



 
 

 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Polio this week as of 17 March 2021 
Summary of new WPV and cVDPV viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):  
:: Afghanistan: one cVDPV2 case and one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
:: Pakistan: three WPV1 and eight cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Egypt: three cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Nigeria: three cVDPV2 cases 
:: South Sudan: four cVDPV2 cases 
:: Senegal: one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
:: Sierra Leone: three cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO/OCHA Emergencies 
 
Editor’s Note: 
Continuing with this edition, we include information about the last apparent update evident on the 
WHO emergency country webpages, recognizing almost universal and significant interims since last 
update regardless of the level of the emergency listed. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo - No new digest announcements  [Last apparent update: 12 Jan 
2021] 
Mozambique floods  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 3 November 
2020] 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 29 Jun 2020] 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 17 July 2020] 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 4 February 2020] 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 24 October 
2020] 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 30 June 2020] 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
Angola  
:: The Government of Japan contributes US$ 1 million to UN agencies to support vulnerab... 
16 March 2021  
 

https://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.afro.who.int/news/government-japan-contributes-us-1-million-un-agencies-support-vulnerable-populations-angola


 
 

Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 5 July 2020] 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 04 July 2019] 
Burkina Faso - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 10 mars 2021] 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 22 August 2019] 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 12 June 
2018] 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 22 August 2019] 
Iran floods 2019  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 2 March 2020] 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 21 February 2020] 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 7 October 2019] 
Malawi Floods - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update 05 March 2021] 
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 16-12-2020] 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 8 July 2019] 
Mozambique  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 03 November 2020] 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update: 11 février 2021] 
Niger- No new digest announcements identified [Last apparent update:06 mars 2021]occupied 
Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 4 September 
2019] 
HIV in Pakistan  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 27 August 2019] 
Sao Tome and Principe Necrotizing Cellulitis (2017)  - No new digest announcements  
Sudan  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 24 June 2020] 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 1 May 2019] 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 10 May 2019] 
   
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 30 June 2018] 
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 25 novembre 2020] 
Kenya - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 06 March 2021]  
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 3 May 2017] 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 20 July 
2018] 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 21 October 2020] 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic - No new digest announcements identified   
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified   
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pandemic-epidemic-diseases/news/who-and-partners-mobilize-hiv-drugs-for-infected-children-in-pakistan.html
http://afro.who.int/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies


 
 

When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
East Africa Locust Infestation   
:: Desert Locust situation update 16 March 2021 
 
COVID-19  
:: Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19): Weekly Epidemiological Update (16 March 2021) 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 20 Mar 2021]  
19 March 2021   Statement 
Statement of the WHO Global Advisory Committee on Vaccine Safety (GACVS) COVID-19 
subcommittee on safety signals related to the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine 
[See COVID above for detail] 
 
18 March 2021   News release 
Ageism is a global challenge: UN 
 
18 March 2021   Departmental news 
Reframing child and adolescent health for the SDG era 
 
17 March 2021   Statement 
WHO statement on AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine safety signals 
[See COVID above for detail] 
 
17 March 2021   Departmental news 
WHO publishes new clinical and service delivery recommendations for HIV prevention, 
treatment and care 
 
16 March 2021   News release 
New research highlights risks of separating newborns from mothers during COVID-19 
pandemic 
 
16 March 2021   Departmental news 
WHO and partners urge countries to fast-track implementation and scale-up of HIV self-
testing and other innovative HIV testing approaches in Asia and the Pacific 
 
15 March 2021   News release 
COVID-19 Solidarity Response Fund marks first anniversary and appeals for continued 
support 
 
:::::: 
 
Weekly Epidemiological Record, Vol. 96, No. 11, pp. 77–88  19 March 2021 
::  Recommended composition of influenza virus vaccines for use in the 2021–2022 northern 
hemisphere influenza season 

https://www.unocha.org/east-africa-locust-infestation
https://reliefweb.int/node/3721869
https://www.unocha.org/covid19
https://reliefweb.int/node/3722003
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-03-2021-statement-of-the-who-global-advisory-committee-on-vaccine-safety-(gacvs)-covid-19-subcommittee-on-safety-signals-related-to-the-astrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.who.int/news/item/19-03-2021-statement-of-the-who-global-advisory-committee-on-vaccine-safety-(gacvs)-covid-19-subcommittee-on-safety-signals-related-to-the-astrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-03-2021-ageism-is-a-global-challenge-un
https://www.who.int/news/item/18-03-2021-reframing-child-and-adolescent-health-for-the-sdg-era
https://www.who.int/news/item/17-03-2021-who-statement-on-astrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine-safety-signals
https://www.who.int/news/item/17-03-2021-who-publishes-new-clinical-recommendations-on-hiv-prevention-infant-diagnosis-antiretroviral-therapy-initiation-and-monitoring
https://www.who.int/news/item/17-03-2021-who-publishes-new-clinical-recommendations-on-hiv-prevention-infant-diagnosis-antiretroviral-therapy-initiation-and-monitoring
https://www.who.int/news/item/16-03-2021-new-research-highlights-risks-of-separating-newborns-from-mothers-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news/item/16-03-2021-new-research-highlights-risks-of-separating-newborns-from-mothers-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.who.int/news/item/16-03-2021-who-and-partners-urge-countries-to-fast-track-implementation-and-scale-up-of-hiv-self-testing-and-other-innovative-hiv-testing-approaches-in-asia-and-the-pacific
https://www.who.int/news/item/16-03-2021-who-and-partners-urge-countries-to-fast-track-implementation-and-scale-up-of-hiv-self-testing-and-other-innovative-hiv-testing-approaches-in-asia-and-the-pacific
https://www.who.int/news/item/15-03-2021-covid-19-solidarity-response-fund-marks-first-anniversary-and-appeals-for-continued-support
https://www.who.int/news/item/15-03-2021-covid-19-solidarity-response-fund-marks-first-anniversary-and-appeals-for-continued-support
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/340238/WER9611-eng-fre.pdf


 
 

 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: Nigerian health workers take country’s first COVID-19 vaccine  15 March 2021 
:: What is Africa’s vaccine production capacity?  19 March 2021  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: 17 March 2021   News release 
Disruptions in health services due to COVID-19 “may have contributed to an additional 239,000 child 
and maternal deaths in South Asia” - UN report 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: WHO engages health workers in Romania to reach out on the benefits of COVID-19 vaccines in pilot 
project 19-03-2021  
:: Circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 detected in Tajikistan 19-03-2021  
:: Building a sustainable and resilient recovery from COVID-19 19-03-2021  
:: WHO/Europe and ECDC launch the first joint COVID-19 Surveillance Bulletin 19-03-2021 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Teachers in Afghanistan to receive COVID-19 vaccine  16 March 2021 
:: One year of COVID in Somalia  16 March 2021 
:: Sustaining the fight against cholera in Yemen  15 March 2021 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
CDC/ACIP [U.S.] [to 20 Mar 2021] 
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html 
Latest News Releases, Announcements 
CDC Updates Operational Strategy for K-12 Schools to Reflect New Evidence on Physical 
Distance in Classrooms  
Friday, March 19, 2021  
   The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is updating K–12 school guidance to 
reflect the latest science on physical distance between students in classrooms.  CDC now recommends 
that, with universal masking, students should maintain a distance of at least 3 feet in classroom 
settings. CDC has updated its operational strategy to say: 

http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/nigerian-health-workers-take-countrys-first-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.afro.who.int/news/what-africas-vaccine-production-capacity
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https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/poliomyelitis/news/news/2021/3/circulating-vaccine-derived-poliovirus-type-2-detected-in-tajikistan2
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-policy/pages/news/news/2021/03/building-a-sustainable-and-resilient-recovery-from-covid-19
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2021/3/whoeurope-and-ecdc-launch-the-first-joint-covid-19-surveillance-bulletin2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/afg/afghanistan-news/teachers-in-schools-and-universities-set-to-receive-the-covax-covid-19-vaccine.html
http://www.emro.who.int/somalia/news/one-year-of-covid-19-in-somalia-and-the-arrival-of-first-vaccine-shipment-through-covax.html
http://www.emro.who.int/yemen/news/emergency-health-and-nutrition-project-continues-the-fight-against-cholera-in-yemen.html
https://www.who.int/westernpacific
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/p0319-new-evidence-classroom-physical-distance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/p0319-new-evidence-classroom-physical-distance.html


 
 

   :: In elementary schools, CDC recommends all students remain at least 3 feet apart in classrooms 
where mask use is universal — regardless of whether community transmission is low, moderate, 
substantial, or high. 
   :: In middle and high schools, CDC also recommends students should be at least 3 feet apart in 
classrooms where mask use is universal and in communities where transmission is low, moderate, or 
substantial. 
   :: Middle school students and high school students should be at least 6 feet apart in communities 
where transmission is high, if cohorting is not possible. Cohorting is when groups of students are kept 
together with the same peers and staff throughout the school day to reduce the risk for spread 
throughout the school.  This recommendation is because COVID-19 transmission dynamics are different 
in older students – that is, they are more likely to be exposed to SARS-CoV-2 and spread it than 
younger children… 
 
CDC Announces $2.25 Billion to Address COVID-19 Health Disparities in Communities that 
are at High-Risk and Underserved  
Wednesday, March 17, 2021 
 

 
MMWR News Synopsis  Friday, March 19, 2021 
:: Association of Children’s Mode of School Instruction with Child and Parent Experiences and Well-
Being During the COVID-19 Pandemic — COVID Experiences Survey, United States, October 8–
November 13, 2020 
:: Minimal SARS-CoV-2 Transmission After Implementation of a Comprehensive Mitigation Strategy at a 
School — New Jersey, August 20–November 27, 2020 
:: Racial and Ethnic Disparities in COVID-19 Incidence by Age, Sex, and Period Among Persons Aged 
<25 Years — 16 U.S. Jurisdictions, January 1–December 31, 2020 (Early Release March 10, 2021) 
:: COVID-19 Vaccine Second-Dose Completion and Interval Between First and Second Doses Among 
Vaccinated Persons — United States, December 14, 2020−February 14, 2021 (Early Release March 15, 
2021) 
:: Effectiveness of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine Among Residents of Two Skilled Nursing 
Facilities Experiencing COVID-19 Outbreaks — Connecticut, December 2020–February 2021 (Early 
Release March 15, 2021) 
:: Malaria Surveillance—United States, 2017 
 

:::::: 
 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)- CDC 
Selected Resources 
:: Overall US COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution and Administration Update as of Sat, 20 Mar 2021 
06:00:00 EST 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Africa CDC   [to 20 Mar 2021] 
http://www.africacdc.org/ 
News 
Statement to African Union Member States on the deployment of the AstraZeneca COVID-
19 Vaccine to the continent and concerns about adverse event reports coming from Europe  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools-faq.html#cohort
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/p0317-COVID-19-Health-Disparities.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/p0317-COVID-19-Health-Disparities.html
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https://www.cdc.gov/media/mmwrnews/2021/0319.html#anchor_1616020009200
https://www.cdc.gov/media/mmwrnews/2021/0319.html#anchor_1616020009200
https://www.cdc.gov/media/mmwrnews/2021/0319.html#anchor_1616020046059
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations
http://www.africacdc.org/
https://africacdc.org/news-item/statement-to-african-union-member-states-on-the-deployment-of-the-astrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine-to-the-continent-and-concerns-about-adverse-event-reports-coming-from-europe/
https://africacdc.org/news-item/statement-to-african-union-member-states-on-the-deployment-of-the-astrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine-to-the-continent-and-concerns-about-adverse-event-reports-coming-from-europe/


 
 

19 March 2021  
[See COVID above for detail] 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
China CDC   
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/ 
News 
March 20: Daily briefing on novel coronavirus cases in China 
On March 19, 31 provincial-level regions and the Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps on the 
Chinese mainland reported 4 new cases of confirmed infections. 
 
Expert calls for scientific origin-tracing of COVID-19 
2021-03-19 
 
Joint China-WHO press conference of WHO-convened Global Study of Origins of SARS-Cov-
2 
2021-03-15 
Transcript from February 9th, 2021 
 
China to provide vaccines to Olympic Games athletes 
2021-03-15 
 
 
National Medical Products Administration – PRC  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/news.html 
News 
China approves new type of vaccine for emergency use against COVID-19 
2021-03-17 
   China approved a recombinant protein subunit vaccine against COVID-19 for emergency use on 
March 17, its developer, the Chinese Academy of Sciences' Institute of Microbiology, said. 
[See China above for detail] 
 
Homegrown vaccines withstand coronavirus variants 
2021-03-16 
   No known variants of the novel coronavirus have been found to weaken the effectiveness of the four 
homegrown vaccines approved for use in China, a senior drug and vaccine development expert said on 
March 15. 
 
China has robust system of vaccine quality supervision, says official 
2021-03-16 

http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2021-03/20/c_83267.htm
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2021-03/19/c_83265.htm
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2021-03/15/c_83218.htm
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2021-03/15/c_83218.htm
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2021-03/15/c_83222.htm
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/news.html
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/2021-03/17/c_604386.htm
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/2021-03/16/c_603997.htm
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/2021-03/16/c_603996.htm


 
 

   China has a robust vaccine quality supervision and management system that is recognized 
internationally, Yuan Lin, head of the Drug Supervision and Management Department of the National 
Medical Products Administration, said in a news briefing on March 15. 
 
COVID-19 inoculation campaign speeding up 
2021-03-16 
   China is working around the clock to build COVID-19 herd immunity through its orderly and smooth 
rollout of vaccines, with 64.98 million doses administered as of last week, officials said on Macrh 15. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Organization Announcements 
 
Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 20 Mar 2021] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-pr ess/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BARDA – U.S. Department of HHS   [to 20 Mar 2021] 
https://www.phe.gov/about/barda/Pages/default.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
Press Releases and Statements  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute    [to 20 Mar 2021] 
https://www.gatesmri.org/ 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute is a non-profit biotech organization. Our mission is 
to develop products to fight malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrheal diseases—three major causes of 
mortality, poverty, and inequality in developing countries. The world has unprecedented scientific tools 
at its disposal; now is the time to use them to save the lives of the world's poorest people  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARB-X   [to 20 Mar 2021] 
https://carb-x.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Center for Vaccine Ethics and Policy – GE2P2 Global Foundation   [to 20 Mar 2021] 
https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/ 

http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/2021-03/16/c_603995.htm
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/
https://www.phe.gov/about/barda/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
https://www.gatesmri.org/
https://carb-x.org/
https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/


 
 

News/Analysis/Statements 
:: Past weekly editions of Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review are available here. 
:: New session recording – Center for Informed Consent Integrity – Webinar Series  17 March 
2021 available here 
   Invited speakers Dr. Beate Aurich of the Institut National de la Santé et de la Recherche Médicale 
(INSERM) in Paris, France, and Dr. Eric Vermeulen of the Dutch Patient Association for Rare and 
Genetic Diseases (VSOP) in Soest, Netherlands, discussed their work overall and specifically 
associated with their article:   

BMJ Paediatrcis, 29 November 2020 
Informed consent for neonatal trials: practical points to consider and a check list 
Beate Aurich, Eric Vermeulen, Valéry Elie, Mariette H E Driessens, Christine Kubiak, Donato 
Bonifazi, Evelyne Jacqz-Aigrain 

 
 
CEPI – Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
http://cepi.net/  
Latest News 
CEPI and University of Hong Kong expand partnership to develop intranasal COVID-19 
vaccine candidate 
   SLO/ HONG KONG, 18 March 2021 – CEPI, the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations, and 
the University of Hong Kong (HKU) today announced an expanded partnership to further the 
development of HKU’s intranasal COVID-19 vaccine candidate, based on a live-attenuated influenza 
virus. 
   This partnership builds on CEPI’s initial investment of $620,000 in March 2020 which supported 
preclinical testing o f the vaccine candidate. Under the expanded partnership, CEPI will invest an 
additional $4.8m to fund the production of clinical trial materials, and the investigation of mucosal 
immune responses during a Phase 1 trial of the vaccine candidate, which is being supported by the 
Government of Hong Kong… 
 
 
DARPA – Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency  [to 20 Mar 2021 
https://www.darpa.mil/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Duke Global Health Innovation Center  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
https://dukeghic.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EDCTP    [to 20 Mar 2021] 
http://www.edctp.org/ 
The European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) aims to accelerate the 
development of new or improved drugs, vaccines, microbicides and diagnostics against HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria as well as other poverty-related and neglected infectious diseases in sub-
Saharan Africa, with a focus on phase II and III clinical trials 
No new digest content identified. 
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http://www.edctp.org/


 
 

 
 
Emory Vaccine Center    [to 20 Mar 2021] 
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/ 
Vaccine Center News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Commission [to 20 Mar 2021] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
Latest         
Statement   18 March 2021 
Statement following the European Medicines Agency review of the COVID-19 vaccine 
AstraZeneca 
[See COVID above for detail] 
   
Press release  18 March 2021 
Commission launches European Innovation Council to help turn scientific ideas into 
breakthrough innovations 
The European Commission launched today, at an online event, the European Innovation Council (EIC) 
with a budget of over €10 billion (in current prices) for 2021-2027 to develop and expand breakthrough 
innovations.  
 
Press release  17 March 2021 
Coronavirus: Commission proposes a Digital Green Certificate  
Today the European Commission is proposing to create a Digital Green Certificate to facilitate safe free 
movement inside the EU during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
   
Questions and answers  17 March 2021 
Questions and Answers – Digital Green Certificate 
   
Statement  16 March 2021 
Commission Statement on BioNTech-Pfizer top-up for Quarter 2 deliveries  
 
Statement  13 March 2021 
Statement of the European Commission on the methodology used to determine the 
allocation of doses of vaccines under the Advance Purchase Agreements 
 
 
European Medicines Agency  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/ 
News & Press Releases    
News: COVID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca: benefits still outweigh the risks despite possible 
link to rare blood clots with low blood platelets (updated)  
PRAC, Last updated: 19/03/2021  
[See COVID above for detail] 
 

http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
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https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/investigation-covid-19-vaccine-astrazeneca-thromboembolic-events-continues


 
 

News: Investigation of COVID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca and thromboembolic events 
continues (new)  
PRAC, Last updated: 16/03/2021  
 
News: EMA’s safety committee continues investigation of COVID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca 
and thromboembolic events – further update (new)  
PRAC, Last updated: 15/03/2021  
 
 
European Vaccine Initiative  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
http://www.euvaccine.eu/  
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
FDA [to 20 Mar 2021] 
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/default.htm 

Press Announcements /Selected Details 
March 19, 2021 - Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: March 19, 2021 
 
March 16, 2021 - Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: March 16, 2021 
:: On March 15, 2021, the FDA launched the COVID-19 EUA FDA Adverse Events Reporting System 
(FAERS) Public Dashboard providing weekly updates of adverse event reports submitted to FAERS for 
drugs and therapeutic biological products used under an EUA during the COVID-19 public health 
emergency. 
:: The FDA has posted translations of the Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine fact sheet for recipients and 
caregivers in languages including: Burmese, Chinese, French, Hindi and Russian. We will post 
additional language translations of the fact sheet for recipients and caregivers to this page as they 
become available. 
 
 
FDA - COVID-19 Vaccines   [to 20 Mar 2021] 
www.fda.gov/covid19vaccines 
News and Updates; Upcoming Events 
House Subcommittee Hearing on COVID-19 Vaccinations 
03/17/2021 
   FDA leadership will participate in the House Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations of the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce hearing entitled, "Leading the Way Forward: Biden 
Administration Actions to Increase COVID-19 Vaccinations." 
   View livestream and written testimony 
 
 
Fondation Merieux  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/ 
News, Events 
Mérieux Foundation event 
Vaccine Acceptance webinars: COVAX introduction & acceptance 
March 29, 2021 - Virtual Event 
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   These webinars will bring together international experts to showcase examples of challenges and 
success stories reported in specific countries during the COVID-19 vaccine introduction, adoption and 
implementation and the related crisis management aspects. 
   Session 1: March 29, 2021, 8:00 am – 10:30 am (CEST – Paris time) 
   Session 2: March 29, 2021, 4:00 pm – 6:30 pm (CEST – Paris time) 
(Two separate sessions have been set up to facilitate worldwide connection). 
To register for the virtual event please contact Marianne Gojon-Gerbelot. 
 
  
Gavi [to 20 Mar 2021] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News Releases 
18 March 2021 
Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance; the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria; and 
USAID announce innovative collaboration to support health supply chain leaders in low- 
and middle-income countries 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 20 Mar 2021] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 212 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories 
News  
Gavi, the Global Fund and USAID announce innovative collaboration to support supply 
chain leaders  
18 March 2021  
   Recognizing the critical role that health supply chain leaders and managers play in ensuring the 
availability of critical vaccines and health commodities, three donor agencies – Gavi, the Vaccine 
Alliance, the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria and the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) have established a new partnership to jointly offer an updated 
version of the Strategic Training Executive Program, known as STEP 2.0.  
 
News  
Nigeria and Global Fund Launch New Grants to Fight HIV, TB and Malaria  
18 March 2021  
   Nigeria and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria have launched three new grants 
to strengthen the fight against HIV, TB and malaria and build resilient and sustainable systems for 
health.  
 
 
Global Research Collaboration for Infectious Disease Preparedness [GloPID-R] [to 20 Mar 
2021] 

mailto:marianne.gojon-gerbelot@fondation-merieux.org?subject=Register%20for%20COVAX%20Introduction%20-%20Acceptance%20webinar
https://www.gavi.org/
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/gavi-vaccine-alliance-global-fund-fight-aids-tuberculosis-and-malaria-and-usaid
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/gavi-vaccine-alliance-global-fund-fight-aids-tuberculosis-and-malaria-and-usaid
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/gavi-vaccine-alliance-global-fund-fight-aids-tuberculosis-and-malaria-and-usaid
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2021-03-18-gavi-the-global-fund-and-usaid-announce-innovative-collaboration-to-support-supply-chain-leaders/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2021-03-18-gavi-the-global-fund-and-usaid-announce-innovative-collaboration-to-support-supply-chain-leaders/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/2021-03-18-nigeria-and-global-fund-launch-new-grants-to-fight-hiv-tb-and-malaria/


 
 

https://www.glopid-r.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hilleman Laboratories   [to 20 Mar 2021] 
http://www.hillemanlabs.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Human Vaccines Project   [to 20 Mar 2021] 
http://www.humanvaccinesproject.org/media/press-releases/ 
HVP COVID Report 
Issue 28: COVAX Aims to Provide Equitable Access to COVID Vaccines 
Mar 18, 2021 

 

 

IAVI  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
https://www.iavi.org/newsroom 
PRESS RELEASES/FEATURES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Coalition of Medicines Regulatory Authorities [ICMRA] 
http://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/news 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Research  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association [IGBA] 
https://www.igbamedicines.org/ 
*News 
Press Releases/Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFFIm 
http://www.iffim.org/ 
Press Releases/Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFRC   [to 20 Mar 2021] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
Asia Pacific, Philippines, Vietnam 
New report: Alarming levels of climate-related displacement 
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   Kuala Lumpur, 16 March 2021 – A new report reveals 12.6 million people have been internally 
displaced around the world in the last six months mainly due to climate and weather-related disasters, 
according to data available through the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre. 
   The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) report, Responding to 
Disasters and Displacement in a Changing Climate, comes hot on the heels of a record-breaking 26 
climate-related disaster response operations launched across Asia and the Pacific in 2020… 
 
 
Institut Pasteur   [to 20 Mar 2021] 
https://www.pasteur.fr/en/press-area 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IVAC  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html 
Updates; Events 
Webinar: SARS-CoV-2 Variants and the Safety of COVID-19 Vaccines in the U.S. 
   The International Vaccine Access Center (IVAC) will host a webinar on March 23, 2021 at 11am ET, 
“SARS-CoV-2 Variants and the Safety of COVID-19 Vaccines in the U.S.”  
Register Here 
   Description: Join us for a special webinar presentation about COVID-19 vaccine safety in the U.S., 
and the potential impact new variants will have on vaccine effectiveness. The speed and coordination 
of the response against COVID-19 and development of vaccines is unprecedented, but there are still 
unknowns and issues to overcome. In a moderated conversation hear from experts on safety 
monitoring, reporting, and challenges with emerging variants.  
 
 
IVI   [to 20 Mar 2021] 
http://www.ivi.int/ 
Selected IVI News, Announcements, Events 
IVI remembers Bagrey Ngwira 
   … As the Principal Investigator of IVI’s cholera surveillance study in Malawi since 2016, we knew 
Bagrey as an energetic leader and a sharp, thoughtful, and warm-hearted researcher who dedicated 
his life’s work to improving public health. His compassion for others shone through in his research 
priorities—which has included the prevention and control of cholera, HPV, Group B Strep, and more—
and his relationships with everyone around him. We will miss him and continue our work to end cholera 
and other infectious diseases in his honor. 
 
 
JEE Alliance  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
https://www.jeealliance.org/ 
Selected News and Events 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security   [to 20 Mar 2021] 
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/news/center-news/ 
Center News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 20 Mar 2021]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements 
Rohingya refugee crisis  
Three questions on life for the Rohingya in Bangladesh  
Interview 18 Mar 2021  
 
Nigeria  
Pulka, where water is the source of life… and disease  
Project Update 16 Mar 2021  
 
Ethiopia Tigray crisis  
People left with few healthcare options in Tigray as facilities looted, destroyed  
Press Release 15 Mar 2021  
 
 
National Vaccine Program Office - U.S. HHS  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
https://www.hhs.gov/vaccines/about/index.html 
Upcoming Meetings/Latest Updates 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
NIH  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
http://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases 
News Releases   
NIH leaders on the future of precision medicine, healthcare transformation 
   March 18, 2021 — Authors explain seven opportunities to accelerate tailored medicine efforts and 
create a more equitable health landscape in the future… The commentary covers key areas including 
huge cohorts, artificial intelligence, routine inclusion of genomics as part of clinical testing, deeper 
investigation of the role of phenomics and environment in health and disease, and returning value 
across diverse populations. 
   The authors highlight the role of large cohorts, like the All of Us Research Program, and the immense 
potential of such resources that aim to bring together diverse streams of information spanning 
genomics, social determinants of health, environmental exposures, electronic health record data, and 
wearable device data. They note that these resources offer tremendous opportunities for discovery 
across every area of medicine, but that an “open science” approach is needed for researchers to 
combine data across cohorts to maximize their impact on a global scale. 
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UN OCHA Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs [to 20 Mar 2021] 
https://www.unocha.org/  
Selected Research, Announcement 
No new digest content identified.   
 
 
PATH  [to 20 Mar 2021]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Press Releases 
Launching the PHC Tech Challenge – A global hunt for innovations to address primary 
health care challenges in India  
March 22, 2021 
 
 
Sabin Vaccine Institute  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
http://www.sabin.org/updates/pressreleases 
Statements and Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 20 Mar 2021]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
19 March 2021 
Education Plus—gender justice for adolescent girls and young women in Africa  
 
17 March 2021 
In Your Hands: Caribbean partners call for HIV self-testing during COVID-19  
 
17 March 2021 
UNAIDS renews partnership with the African Union for a stronger and more resilient AIDS 
response in Africa  
 
17 March 2021 
Global Partnership members commemorate Zero Discrimination Day around the world  
 
16 March 2021 
Monitoring HIV/TB services in the Democratic Republic of the Congo  
 
15 March 2021 
Towards 10–10–10 in eastern Europe and central Asia  
 
15 March 2021 
Stranded in Nepal without HIV medicine  
 
15 March 2021 
Addressing inequalities can decrease HIV prevalence  
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UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 20 Mar 2021] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Latest from News Centre 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 20 Mar 2021]  
http://en.unesco.org/news 
Selected Latest News  
Global partnership offers course on journalistic coverage of COVID-19 vaccine 
News  03/19/2021  
Journalists, communicators and fact-checkers from around the world will be able to take a specialized 
Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) entitled “Covering the COVID-19 Vaccine: what journalists need 
to know” from 29 March to 25 April. 
   The interactive course which initially will be offered free of charge in English, French, Portuguese and 
Spanish is a joint collaboration between the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the World Health 
Organization (WHO), and the Knight Center for Journalism in the Americas at the University of Texas at 
Austin, co-funded by the European Union. Upon completion, the course will also be made available in a 
self-directed format in additional languages… 
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 20 Mar 2021] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Selected Announcements  
High Commissioner’s Message on the International Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination  
Statement by Filippo Grandi, UN High Commissioner for Refugees  
21 Mar 2021  
 
 
UNICEF  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Press releases, Statements 
Press release 
03/17/2021  
One in five children globally does not have enough water to meet their everyday needs – 
UNICEF  
   UNICEF launches new initiative, Water Security for All, to mobilize global support and resources to 
reach children in water vulnerable hotspots  
 
Press release 
03/17/2021  
Disruptions in health services due to COVID-19 “may have contributed to an additional 
239,000 child and maternal deaths in South Asia” - UN report  
   Health services must urgently be restored and strengthened to contain the pandemic’s impact on the 
most vulnerable families  
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Unitaid  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
https://unitaid.org/ 
Featured News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccination Acceptance Research Network (VARN)  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
https://vaccineacceptance.org/news.html#header1-2r 
Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Confidence Project  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/ 
News, Research and Reports 
Coronavirus global impact 
   Launched April 2, 2020 and recurring every 3 days, Premise Data is utilizing its global network of 
Contributors to assess economic, social, and health sentiment surrounding the coronavirus (COVID-19). 
 
 
Vaccine Education Center – Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
Opinion 
What can we learn from Covid-19 to address the climate crisis?  
   There are many lessons from the Covid-19 pandemic that can guide our response to the climate 
crisis, including the importance of science and leadership, and the cost of inaction.   
   Madeleine Thomson, Acting Head, Our Planet, Our Health 
 
16 March 2021 
 
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 20 Mar 2021] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WFPHA: World Federation of Public Health Associations  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
https://www.wfpha.org/ 
Latest News 
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Equity: COVID-19 Vaccines as a Global Public Good? 
Mar 18, 2021 
   The outstanding scientific achievement of 2020 was the rapid development of safe and effective 
vaccines against COVID-19. 2021’s challenge is to produce sufficient doses and immunize a planet of 
nearly 8 billion people. The global rollout has been called a “catastrophic moral failure” by WHO 
Director-General Dr. Tedros Ghebreyesus for its glaring inequities, as rich countries snap up supply and 
poorer nations are forced to wait at the back of the queue. 
   This fifth and final instalment of Operation Vaccination focuses on equity in the global vaccination 
race. The post includes discussions about hoarding doses and vaccine nationalism, the role of COVAX in 
striving for a level playing field, the TRIPS waiver proposal to temporarily suspend intellectual property 
rights to improve manufacturing capacity, and the risks to all of us if current trends continue and the 
imbalance of access to COVID vaccines is not redressed. 
 
WHO’s Response to WFPHA and SHEM Open Letter on Inequitable Access to COVID-19 
Vaccines 
Mar 15, 2021 
 
 
World Bank [to 20 Mar 2021] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
Selected News, Announcements 
Strengthening the Role of Regional Public Health Institutions to Improve Cross-Border 
Disease Surveillance and Response in Eastern and Southern Africa 
   WASHINGTON, March 18, 2021 – The Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC) 
and its partners, including the World Bank, today launched a new report to help strengthen the role of 
public health institutions in mitigating transnational threats of infectious diseases in Africa in general, 
and in Eastern and Southern Africa in particular. 
   Titled "Disease Surveillance, Emergency Preparedness and Response in Eastern and Southern Africa,” 
the new report financed by the Korea-World Bank Partnership Facility notes that while Africa’s 
integration efforts have created new economic opportunities, they have also heightened the risk posed 
by communicable diseases. Thus the need for strengthening regional disease surveillance systems and 
emergency-response capabilities across the continent. The report underscores the indispensable role of 
regional coordination in ensuring that outbreaks can be identified and addressed in every corner of the 
continent. To safeguard the health of Africa and the world, continental institutions must be able to 
swiftly detect and effectively address disease outbreaks anywhere before they become a threat 
everywhere… 
 
Bangladesh: $500 Million World Bank Financing for COVID-19 Vaccination for 54 Million 
People 
   WASHINGTON, March 18, 2021 — The World Bank’s Board of Executive Directors today approved 
$500 million in financing from the International Development Association (IDA) to help Bangladesh 
vaccinate...  
Date: March 18, 2021 Type: Press Release 
 
Gaps Remain in Countries Readiness to Deploy COVID-19 Vaccines 
   Assessments by World Bank and partners provide insights into more than 120 countries’ readiness to 
safely distribute vaccines WASHINGTON, March 18, 2021 – As countries undertake the largest 
vaccination...  
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Date: March 18, 2021 Type: Press Release  
[See COVID above for detail] 
 
New Grants to Spur Afghanistan COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout 
   $113 million financing will help vaccinate more than 17 percent of Afghans  Washington, D.C., March 
18, 2021— The World Bank Board of Executive Directors today approved $60 million from the 
International...  
Date: March 18, 2021 Type: Press Release  
 
Nepal Receives $75 million for COVID-19 Vaccines and Stronger Response to Pandemic 
   WASHINGTON, March 18, 2021 – The World Bank’s Board of Executive Directors today approved $75 
million from the International Development Association (IDA) to support access to safe and effective 
COVID-19...  
Date: March 18, 2021 Type: Press Release  
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 20 Mar 2021] 
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https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2021/ 
Press Releases 
OIE-WAHIS: A new era for animal health data 
At a time when the world is facing an unprecedented pandemic, the importance of animal disease 
surveillance has become evident. To support countries maintaining global transparency and reporting 
matters of animal and public health, the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) launches the 
leading most technologically advanced reference platform for animal disease and veterinary capacities 
reporting – the World Animal Health Information System (OIE-WAHIS).  
   Paris, 18 March 2021 -  Since its creation in 1924, the OIE is the mandated international organisation 
collecting data on, observing and analysing animal diseases throughout the world. Through its current 
World Animal Health Information System (WAHIS), the Organisation ensures the prompt dissemination 
of information on potentially devastating outbreaks and facilitates decision making in terms of 
international trade of animals and animal products by collecting, verifying and publishing official animal 
health information, following a standardised process, thus providing high quality, reliable data… 
   Website: https://wahis.oie.int/#/home 
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   *  *  *  * 

 
Journal Watch 
   Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review continues its weekly scanning of key peer-reviewed 
journals to identify and cite articles, commentary and editorials, books reviews and other content 
supporting our focu-s on vaccine ethics and policy. Journal Watch is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative of themes and issues the Center is actively tracking. We selectively provide full text of some 
editorial and comment articles that are specifically relevant to our work. Successful access to some of 
the links provided may require subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher.  
     If you would like to suggest other journal titles to include in this service, please contact David Curry 
at: david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org 
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Racial and Ethnic Health Equity in the US: Part 2 
   Health equity is defined by the World Health Organization as the “absence of unfair and avoidable or 
remediable differences in health among social groups.” Domestically and globally, health inequity is not 
a historical accident. Inequity today is not unfortunate—that is, not a product of a mere turn of the 
proverbial cosmic wheel—but unjust—that is, generated by colonial, White supremacist policies and 
practices structured and maintained over time, forged to persist in hierarchies that serve some of us, 
our ancestors, and our descendants well and some of us, our ancestors, and our descendants ill. 
This first of a 2-part theme issue focuses specifically on racial and ethnic inequity in morbidity, 
mortality, and access to services that are endemic to American life. We investigate health inequity as a 
product of transgenerational patterns of oppression that must be remediated by all of us 
compassionately and more deliberately and quickly than they were created.  
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March 2021   Volume 174, Issue 3 
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
Original Research 
Probability of Success and Timelines for the Development of Vaccines for Emerging and 
Reemerged Viral Infectious Diseases 
FREE 
Amanda MacPherson, BSc, Nora Hutchinson, MDCM, MPhil, Oliver Schneider, MDCM, … et al.  
Pages:326–334 
 
Hydroxychloroquine as Postexposure Prophylaxis to Prevent Severe Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome Coronavirus 2 Infection- A Randomized Trial 
FREE 
Ruanne V. Barnabas, MBChB, MSc, DPhil, Elizabeth R. Brown, ScD, Anna Bershteyn, PhD, … et al.  
Pages:344–352 
Conclusion: 
This rigorous randomized controlled trial among persons with recent exposure excluded a clinically 
meaningful effect of hydroxychloroquine as postexposure prophylaxis to prevent SARS-CoV-2 infection. 
 
Reviews 
Racial and Ethnic Disparities in COVID-19–Related Infections, Hospitalizations, and Deaths 
A Systematic Review 
FREE 
Katherine Mackey, MD, MPP, Chelsea K. Ayers, MPH, Karli K. Kondo, PhD, Somnath Saha, MD, MPH, … 
et al.  
Pages:362–373 
 
Medicine and Public Issues 
Ethical Framework for Assessing Manual and Digital Contact Tracing for COVID-19 
FREE 
Bernard Lo, MD, Ida Sim, MD, PhD 
Pages:395–400 
   … Public health interventions to control a contagious disease must balance benefiting the community 
and restricting individual liberty (1). The coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic has 
challenged traditional balancing of these countervailing aims. Some opponents of wearing masks, 
restricting public gatherings, and closing businesses regard these measures as assaults on individual 
liberty, reject medical science, and downplay the threat of infections (2, 3). Contact tracing presents 
particularly vexing challenges of balancing societal versus individual interests. We analyze major 
aspects of manual and technology-assisted contact tracing that raise the thorniest ethical issues… 
 
Ideas and Opinions 
Waivers and Alterations of Research Informed Consent During the COVID-19 Pandemic 
FREE 
Emily A. Largent, JD, PhD, RN, Scott D. Halpern, MD, PhD, Holly Fernandez Lynch, JD, MBE 
Pages:415–416 
   … As seen in the cases discussed below, studies that were or would have been eligible for consent 
exceptions before the pandemic may now have heightened risks, rendering exceptions no longer 
appropriate. Alternatively, studies previously ineligible for consent exceptions may now qualify because 
the pandemic has rendered what counts as minimal risk more expansive or because COVID-19 limits 
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the practicability of doing research using traditional consent processes. Guidance is needed about how 
the circumstances of a pandemic influence the applicability of regulatory standards for consent 
exceptions…. 
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http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 20 Mar 2021) 
Maternal and neonatal data collection systems in low- and middle-income countries for 
maternal vaccines active safety surveillance systems: A scoping review  
Most post-licensure vaccine pharmacovigilance in low- and middle-income countries (LMICs) are 
passive reporting systems. These have limited utility for maternal immunization pharmacovigilance in 
LMIC settings ...  
Authors: Mabel Berrueta, Agustin Ciapponi, Ariel Bardach, Federico Rodriguez Cairoli, Fabricio J. 
Castellano, Xu Xiong, Andy Stergachis, Sabra Zaraa, Ajoke Sobanjo-ter Meulen and Pierre Buekens 
Citation: BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 2021 21:217  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 17 March 2021 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 20 Mar 2021) 
Factors associated with measles vaccination status in children under the age of three years 
in a post-soviet context: a cross-sectional study using the DHS VII in Armenia  
The resurgence of measles globally and the increasing number of unvaccinated clusters call for studies 
exploring factors that influence measles vaccination uptake. Armenia is a middle-income post-Soviet 
countr...  
Authors: Annabell C. Kantner, Sibylle Herzig van Wees, Erik M. G. Olsson and Shirin Ziaei 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2021 21:552  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 20 March 2021 
 
Determinants of influenza vaccine uptake and willingness to be vaccinated by pharmacists 
among the active adult population in Hungary: a cross-sectional exploratory study  
Many studies have addressed influenza vaccine uptake in risk-group populations (e.g. the elderly). 
However, it is also necessary to assess influenza vaccine uptake in the active adult population, since 
they ar...  
Authors: Githa Fungie Galistiani, Mária Matuz, Nikolett Matuszka, Péter Doró, Krisztina Schváb, Zsófia 
Engi and Ria Benkő 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2021 21:521  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 17 March 2021 
 
Differences between Frequentist and Bayesian inference in routine surveillance for 
influenza vaccine effectiveness: a test-negative case-control study  
Routine influenza vaccine effectiveness (VE) surveillance networks use frequentist methods to estimate 
VE. With data from more than a decade of VE surveillance from diverse global populations now 
available, us...  
Authors: Michael L. Jackson, Jill Ferdinands, Mary Patricia Nowalk, Richard K. Zimmerman, Burney 
Kieke, Manjusha Gaglani, Kempapura Murthy, Joshua G. Petrie, Emily T. Martin, Jessie R. Chung, 
Brendan Flannery and Lisa A. Jackson 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2021 21:516  
Content type: Research article 
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Cell 
Mar 18, 2021  Volume 184  Issue 6  p1395-1650 
https://www.cell.com/cell/issue?pii=S0092-8674(20)X0007-9 
Commentary 
Precision medicine in 2030—seven ways to transform healthcare 
Joshua C. Denny Francis S. Collins 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cell.2021.01.01 
   Precision medicine promises improved health by accounting for individual variability in genes, 
environment, and lifestyle. Precision medicine will continue to transform healthcare in the coming 
decade as it expands in key areas: huge cohorts, artificial intelligence (AI), routine clinical genomics, 
phenomics and environment, and returning value across diverse populations. 
 
Perspectives 
Featured Article 
The ethical scientist in a time of uncertainty 
Laurie Zoloth 
Summary 
All of science takes place amidst a world shaken by uncertainty, social and political upheaval, and 
challenges to truthful testimony. Just at the moment in which increasing control over biology has been 
theorized, our social world has become increasingly contentious and its values more divisive. Using the 
example of gene drives for malaria control to explore the problem of deep uncertainty in biomedical 
research, I argue that profound uncertainty is an essential feature. Applying the language and 
presumptions of the discipline of philosophical ethics, I describe three types of uncertainty that raise 
ethical challenges in scientific research. Rather than mitigate these challenges with excessive 
precautions and limits on progress, I suggest that researchers can cultivate classic values of veracity, 
courage, humility, and fidelity in their research allowing science to proceed ethically under conditions of 
deep uncertainty. 
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Heritable human genome editing: Research progress, ethical considerations, and hurdles 
to clinical practice 
Jenna Turocy,  Eli Y. Adashi, Dieter Egli 
   Our genomes at conception contribute substantially to our overall health, and heritable genome 
editing could provide many benefits by preventing disease from the beginning of life. Egli and 
colleagues review the scientific contributions to the field, the ethical challenges that cannot be 
overlooked, and the hurdles to be overcome prior to clinical practice. 
 
Novel approaches for vaccine development 
Makda S. Gebre, Luis A. Brito, Lisa H. Tostanoski, Darin K. Edwards, Andrea Carfi, Dan H. Barouch 
    Vaccines play a critical role in global health, and Gebre et al. review the current state of three 
vaccine development platforms (mRNA vaccines, vector-based vaccines, and materials science 
approaches to vaccination). 
  
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 47, Issue 2  Pages: 143-296  March 2021  
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Pharmacology & Therapeutics  
Volume 109, Issue 3   Pages: 547-781  March 2021 
https://ascpt.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15326535/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
January 2021  Volume 43  Issue 1  p1-210, e1-e32 
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 ` 
Clinical Trials 
Volume 18 Issue 1, February 2021  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/18/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 20 Mar 2021] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 101  February 2021 

https://www.cell.com/cell/fulltext/S0092-8674(21)00225-7
https://www.cell.com/cell/fulltext/S0092-8674(21)00225-7
https://www.cell.com/cell/fulltext/S0092-8674(21)00219-1
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current
https://ascpt.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15326535/current
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/18/1
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/


 
 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/101/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The CRISPR Journal 
Volume 4, Issue 1 / February 2021 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/crispr/4/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Genetic Medicine Reports 
Volume 9, issue 1, March 2021 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40142/volumes-and-issues/9-1 
Bioinformatics (A Pittman, Section Editor) 
Decoding Covid-19 with the SARS-CoV-2 Genome  
Authors (first, second and last of 5) 
Phoebe Ellis, Ferenc Somogyvári, Gary R. McLean 
Published: 09 January 2021 
Pages: 1 – 12 
   SARS-CoV-2, the recently emerged coronavirus (CoV) that is responsible for the current global 
pandemic Covid-19, first appeared in late 2019 in Wuhan, China. Here, we summarise details of the 
SARS-CoV-2 genome to assist understanding of the emergence, evolution and diagnosis of this deadly 
new virus. 
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Unblinding in Randomized Controlled Trials: A Research Ethics Case 
Ayesha Bhatia, Paul S. Appelbaum, Katherine L. Wisner 
Pages: 28-34 
First Published: 08 March 2021 
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Governing AI‐Driven Health Research: Are IRBs Up to the Task? 
Phoebe Friesen, et al. 
Pages: 35-42 
First Published: 08 March 2021 
ABSTRACT 
Many are calling for concrete mechanisms of oversight for health research involving artificial 
intelligence (AI). In response, institutional review boards (IRBs) are being turned to as a familiar model 
of governance. Here, we examine the IRB model as a form of ethics oversight for health research that 
uses AI. We consider the model's origins, analyze the challenges IRBs are facing in the contexts of 
both industry and academia, and offer concrete recommendations for how these committees might be 
adapted in order to provide an effective mechanism of oversight for health‐related AI research. 
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In contexts of scarce resources, varied assets, and diverse communities, engaging local stakeholders in 
the problem-solving process is critical to develop interventions for HIV prevention and treatment. 
Communities of practice (CoPs) – groups of people organized around a key purpose and a delivery 
point – can develop expertise in identifying their local community’s key challenges and selecting viable 
solutions. We propose a framework, adapted from the CoP model developed by Etienne Wenger, for 
systematically understanding the stages a CoP may go through as it develops its capacity to identify 
and solve problems and implement good practices.  
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by HPN October 2020  
The theme of this edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Sherin Alsheikh Ahmed from 
Islamic Relief Worldwide, is disability inclusion in humanitarian action. Persons with disabilities are not 
only disproportionately impacted by conflicts, disasters and other emergencies, but also face barriers to 
accessing humanitarian assistance. At the same time, global commitments and standards and the IASC 
Guidelines on the inclusion of persons with disabilities in humanitarian action all emphasise how 
persons with disabilities are also active agents of change. Disability and age-focused organisations have 
led on testing and demonstrating how inclusion can be done better. Yet despite this progress, 
challenges to effective inclusion remain. 
 
As Kirstin Lange notes in the lead article, chief among these challenges is humanitarian agencies’ lack 
of engagement with organisations of persons with disabilities. Simione Bula, Elizabeth Morgan and 
Teresa Thomson look at disability inclusion in humanitarian response in the Pacific, and Kathy Al Jubeh 
and Alradi Abdalla argue for a ‘participation revolution’, building on learning from the gender 
movement. Tchaurea Fleury and Sulayman AbdulMumuni Ujah outline how the Bridge Article 11 
training initiative is encouraging constructive exchange between humanitarian and disability actors. The 
lack of good, disaggregated data is highlighted by Sarah Collinson; Frances Hill, Jim Cranshaw and 
Carys Hughes emphasise the need for training resources in local languages and accessible formats; and 
Sophie Van Eetvelt and colleagues report on a review of the evidence on inclusion of people with 
disabilities and older people. 
 
Rebecca Molyneux and co-authors analyse the findings of a review of a DFID programme in north-east 
Nigeria, while Carolin Funke highlights the importance of strategic partnerships between disability-
focused organisations, drawing on her research in Cox’s Bazar. Sherin Alsheikh Ahmed describes 
Islamic Relief Worldwide’s approach to mainstreaming protection and inclusion, while Pauline Thivillier 
and Valentina Shafina outline IRC’s Client Responsive Programming. The edition ends with reflections 
by Mirela Turcanu and Yves Ngunzi Kahashi on CAFOD’s SADI approach. 
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[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Medical Decision Making (MDM) 
Volume 41 Issue 2, February 2021  
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The Milbank Quarterly 
A Multidisciplinary Journal of Population Health and Health Policy  
Volume 98, Issue 4  Pages: 1021-1341, E1-E12  December 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14680009/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature 
Volume 591 Issue 7850, 18 March 2021 
https://www.nature.com/nature/volumes/591/issues/7850 
Editorial | 16 March 2021  
Revamp of UK CRISPR regulation will require public trust  
   The United Kingdom is considering innovative ways of regulating gene editing in food and farming. 
Robust processes and public confidence will be vital for success. 
 
 
Nature Biotechnology 
Volume 39 Issue 3, March 2021 
https://www.nature.com/nbt/volumes/39/issues/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Communications 
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(Accessed 20 Mar 2021)  
[No new digest content identified] 
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Volume 53 Issue 3, March 2021 
https://www.nature.com/ng/volumes/53/issues/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Human Behaviour 
Volume 5 Issue 3, March 2021 
https://www.nature.com/nathumbehav/volumes/5/issues/3 
Editorial | 19 March 2021  
Scientific interactions in a virtual world  
   COVID-19 has forced a rethink of many practices we previously took for granted, and academic 
travel is no exception. Virtual conferences have demonstrated their promise for encouraging a more 
equitable and environmentally friendly future. 
 
Comment | 15 March 2021  
Changing scientific meetings for the better  
   Conferences are a pivotal part of the scientific enterprise, but large in-person meetings have several 
disadvantages. As the pandemic experience has shown, online meetings are a viable alternative. 
Accelerating efforts to improve conferences in virtual formats can lead to a more equitable and 
sustainable conference culture. 
Sarvenaz Sarabipour, Aziz Khan  & Tomislav Mestrovic 
 
 
Nature Medicine 
Volume 27 Issue 3, March 2021 
https://www.nature.com/nm/volumes/27/issues/3 
Editorial | 15 March 2021  
Preparing for the next pandemic  
   The COVID-19 pandemic has opened a window of opportunity for rethinking the way countries 
prepare for public-health crises. This window must not be wasted. 
 
Comment | 15 March 2021  
Promoting diagnostics as a global good  
   The COVID-19 pandemic has reasserted the central role of effective diagnostics in the response to 
outbreaks. But a lack of coordination still hampers widespread access to these critical tools. A 
diagnostics agenda for global health is urgently needed for the promotion of diagnostics as a global 
good and to ensure their delivery. 
Catharina Boehme, Emma Hannay  & Madhukar Pai 
 
Comment | 15 March 2021  
Beyond recruitment: good participatory practice enhances the impact of research in a 
pandemic  
   In a health emergency, clear, two-way communication between researchers and a broad spectrum of 
stakeholders is essential to establishing trust—a prerequisite for meaningful uptake of new treatments 
and vaccines. 
Barthalomew Wilson, Katharine Wright & Elizabeth Higgs 
 
Review Article | 15 March 2021  

https://www.nature.com/ng/volumes/53/issues/3
https://www.nature.com/nathumbehav/volumes/5/issues/3
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-021-01091-y
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-021-01067-y
https://www.nature.com/nm/volumes/27/issues/3
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-021-01291-z
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-020-01215-3
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-021-01271-3
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-021-01271-3


 
 

Developing therapeutic approaches for twenty-first-century emerging infectious viral 
diseases  
As the emergence of viral diseases is expected to accelerate, proactive programs to develop broadly 
active family-specific and cross-family antiviral therapeutics will be key to prepare for future disease 
outbreaks. 
Rita M. Meganck & Ralph S. Baric 
 
 
Nature Reviews Genetics 
Volume 22 Issue 3, March 2021 
https://www.nature.com/nrg/volumes/22/issues/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature Reviews Immunology 
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https://www.nature.com/nrd/volumes/20/issues/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
March 18, 2021   Vol. 384 No. 11 
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal 
Editorial 
Audio Interview: Efficacy of Current Covid-19 Vaccines against Variant Viruses  E.J. Rubin, 
L.R. Baden, and S. Morrissey 
 
 
Pediatrics  
Vol. 147, Issue 3  1 Mar 2021  
https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
PharmacoEconomics  
Volume 39, issue 3, March 2021 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40273/volumes-and-issues/39-3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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PLoS Medicine 
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[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
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(Accessed 20 Mar 2021)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
PLoS One 
http://www.plosone.org/ 
[Accessed 20 Mar 2021] 
A systematic review on improving implementation of the revitalised integrated disease 
surveillance and response system in the African region: A health workers’ perspective  
Arthur K. S. Ng’etich, Kuku Voyi, Ruth C. Kirinyet, Clifford M. Mutero  
Research Article | published 19 Mar 2021 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0248998  
 
 
PLoS Pathogens 
http://journals.plos.org/plospathogens/ 
[Accessed 20 Mar 2021] 
[No new digest content identified]  
 
 
PNAS - Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States  
of America 
March 16, 2021; vol. 118 no. 11  
https://www.pnas.org/content/118/11 
Brief Report   Open Access 
Vaccinating the oldest against COVID-19 saves both the most lives and most years of life  
Joshua R. Goldstein, Thomas Cassidy, and Kenneth W. Wachter 
PNAS March 16, 2021 118 (11) e2026322118; https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.20263221 
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Volume 36 - Issue 2 - April 2021  
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Preventive Medicine 
Volume 144,   March 2021 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/preventive-medicine/vol/144/suppl/C 
From Science to Action to Impact: Eliminating Cervical Cancer 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Proceedings of the Royal Society B 
31 March 2021  Volume 288  Issue 1947 
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/toc/rspb/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Public Health   
Volume 192   Pages 1-74 (March 2021) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/public-health/vol/192/suppl/C 
Review article  Full text access 
The right to health, public health and COVID-19: a discourse on the importance of the 
enforcement of humanitarian and human rights law in conflict settings for the future 
management of zoonotic pandemic diseases 
M.C. Van Hout, J.S.G. Wells 
Pages 3-7 
Abstract 
Objectives 
The catastrophic effects of armed conflict, particularly prolonged armed conflict, on individual and 
public health are well established. The ‘right’ to healthcare during armed conflict and its lack of 
enforcement despite a range of United Nations mandated requirements regarding health and 
healthcare provisions is likely to be a significant feature in future conflicts, as zoonotic-induced 
pandemics become a more common global public health challenge. The issue of enforcement of health 
rights assurance and its implications for the public health management of global pandemics such as 
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) in and between countries and regions in conflict is the objective 
of this Review. 
 
 
Public Health Ethics  
Volume 13, Issue 3, November 2020 
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Public Health Reports 
Volume 136 Issue 2, March/April 2021  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/phrg/136/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research  
Volume 31 Issue 4, March 2021  

https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/preventive-medicine/vol/144/suppl/C
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/toc/rspb/current
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/public-health/vol/192/suppl/C
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0033350621000019
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0033350621000019
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0033350621000019
http://phe.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/phrg/136/2


 
 

http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Research Ethics 
Volume 17 Issue 1, January 2021  
http://journals.sagepub.com/toc/reab/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Reproductive Health 
http://www.reproductive-health-journal.com/content 
[Accessed 20 Mar 2021]  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
https://www.paho.org/journal/en 
Selected Articles 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Risk Analysis     
Volume 41, Issue 3  Pages: 407-557  March 2021 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15396924/current 
Special Issue:40 Years of Social Sciences in Risk Research Reconsidered 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Risk Management and Healthcare Policy 
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[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Science  
19 March 2021  Vol 371, Issue 6535 
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl 
Editorial  
COVID-19 vaccination passports 
By Christopher Dye, Melinda C. Mills 
[See COVID above for full text] 
 
Policy Forum 
Justice, diversity, and research ethics review 
By David H. Strauss, Sarah A. White, Barbara E. Bierer 
Science19 Mar 2021 : 1209-1211 Full Access 
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It is time for institutional review boards and research ethics committees to address the ethics of 
inclusion 
Summary 
The disproportionate impact of COVID-19 on certain populations, such as Black, Latinx, and Indigenous 
populations in the United States, has focused attention on inequalities in health and on the need to 
increase enrollment of racial and ethnic minorities and other underrepresented groups in biomedical 
research (1). Yet too often, in the United States and globally, participant enrollment in research has not 
reflected the demographic composition of the general population, those affected by the health 
conditions being studied, or those for whom the investigational product is intended (2), with racial and 
ethnic minorities and the young and the elderly, among others, being consistently underrepresented 
(3). Underlying causes for this underrepresentation have been described (4, 5), but change has been 
slow. Notwithstanding the roles of other stakeholders in addressing this issue, we maintain that the 
specific value of institutional review boards (IRBs) and research ethics committees (RECs) in promoting 
diversity has been underrecognized and their authority underutilized. Here, we substantiate the role of 
and outline practical steps for the IRB and REC (hereafter “IRB”) to help achieve greater diversity in 
clinical research. 
 
 
Science Translational Medicine  
17 March 2021  Vol 13, Issue 585 
https://stm.sciencemag.org/ 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Social Science & Medicine 
Volume 271, February 2021 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/social-science-and-medicine/vol/271/suppl/C 
Social and behavioral science at the forefront of genomics: Discovery, translation, and 
health equity 
Edited by Laura M. Koehly, Susan Persky, Philip Shaw, Vence L. Bonham, Christopher S. Marcum, 
Gustavo P. Sudre, Dawn E. Lea, Sharon K. Davis, Lawrence Brody 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Systematic Reviews  
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles 
[Accessed 20 Mar 2021]  
https://stm.sciencemag.org/ 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
  
Theoretical Medicine and Bioethics 
Volume 41, issue 5-6, December 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/11017/volumes-and-issues/41-5 
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Volume 39  January–February 2021 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/travel-medicine-and-infectious-disease/vol/39/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Tropical Medicine & International Health 
Volume 26, Issue 3  Pages: i-iv, 257-384  March 2021 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13653156/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Vaccine 
Volume 39, Issue 12  Pages 1667-1796 (19 March 2021) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/vaccine/vol/39/issue/12 
Discussion   Full text access 
Building the global vaccine manufacturing capacity needed to respond to pandemics 
Tara Kirk Sell, Daniel Gastfriend, Matthew Watson, Crystal Watson, ... Nancy Connell 
Pages 1667-1669 
 
Review article  Open access 
Sex difference in the immunogenicity of the quadrivalent Human Papilloma Virus vaccine: 
Systematic review and meta-analysis 
Lafi Aldakak, Vera Maria Huber, Frank Rühli, Nicole Bender 
Pages 1680-1686 
 
Research article  Full text access 
Perspectives on the receipt of a COVID-19 vaccine: A survey of employees in two large 
hospitals in Philadelphia 
Barbara J. Kuter, Safa Browne, Florence M. Momplaisir, Kristen A. Feemster, ... Paul A. Offit 
Pages 1693-1700 
   Health care personnel have been identified by the ACIP as a priority group for COVID-19 vaccination. 
We conducted a survey in November-December 2020 at two large, academic hospitals in Philadelphia 
to evaluate the intention of hospital employees to be vaccinated. 
 
Research article  Abstract only 
Estimating pneumococcal vaccine coverage among Australian Indigenous children and 
children with medically at-risk conditions using record linkage 
Alamgir Kabir, Anthony T. Newall, Deborah Randall, Rob Menzies, ... Heather F. Gidding 
Pages 1727-1735 
 
Research article  Abstract only 
Improving adolescent human papillomavirus (HPV) immunization uptake in school-based 
health centers through awareness campaigns 
Madhura S. Rane, Libby C. Page, Emma McVeigh, Kaetlin Miller, ... Jeffrey S. Duchin 
Pages 1765-1772 
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http://www.mdpi.com/journal/vaccines 
(Accessed 20 Mar 2021) 
Open Access  Article 
The Impact of a Single Educational Lecture on the Vaccine Confidence among Pregnant 
Women and Young Mothers  
by Katarzyna Tkaczyszyn et al 
Vaccines 2021, 9(3), 290; https://doi.org/10.3390/vaccines9030290 (registering DOI) - 20 Mar 2021  
Abstract  
Background: We investigated the impact of a single unstructured educational lecture about 
vaccinations on the vaccine confidence in volunteer participants. Methods: We conducted a survey-
based study during a series of open meetings related to pregnancy and parenting. Before and after the 
pediatrician’s lecture [...]  
 
Open Access  Article 
Perception of COVID-19 Vaccination Amongst Physicians in Colombia  
by Jorge L. Alvarado-Socarras et al  
Vaccines 2021, 9(3), 287; https://doi.org/10.3390/vaccines9030287 (registering DOI) - 19 Mar 2021  
Abstract  
Introduction: The SARS-CoV-2/COVID-19 pandemic has triggered the need to develop rapidly effective 
and safe vaccines to prevent infection, particularly in those at-risk populations such as medical 
personnel. This study’s objective was to assess the perception of COVID-19 vaccination amongst 
Colombian physicians featuring [...] 
 
Open Access  Article 
Exploring the Willingness to Accept SARS-CoV-2 Vaccine in a University Population in 
Southern Italy, September to November 2020  
by Gabriella Di Giuseppe et al 
Vaccines 2021, 9(3), 275; https://doi.org/10.3390/vaccines9030275 - 18 Mar 2021  
Abstract  
Understanding whether members of the university population are willing to receive a future vaccination 
against COVID-19 and identifying barriers may help public health authorities to develop effective 
strategies and interventions to contain COVID-19. This cross-sectional study explored the willingness to 
accept a future[... 
 
Open Access  Article 
Vaccination Coverage for Routine Vaccines and Herd Immunity Levels against Measles and 
Pertussis in the World in 2019  
by Pedro Plans-Rubió 
Vaccines 2021, 9(3), 256; https://doi.org/10.3390/vaccines9030256 - 13 Mar 2021  
Abstract  
In 2012, the World Health Organization (WHO) established the Global Vaccine Action Plan with the 
objective to promote essential vaccinations in all countries and achieve at least 90% vaccination 
coverage for all routine vaccines by 2020. The study assessed the mean percentages of [... 
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Media/Policy Watch 
   This watch section is intended to alert readers to substantive news, analysis and opinion from the 
general media and selected think tanks and similar organizations on vaccines, immunization, global 
public health and related themes. Media Watch is not intended to be exhaustive, but indicative of 
themes and issues CVEP is actively tracking. This section will grow from an initial base of newspapers, 
magazines and blog sources, and is segregated from Journal Watch above which scans the peer-
reviewed journal ecology.  
   We acknowledge the Western/Northern bias in this initial selection of titles and invite suggestions for 
expanded coverage. We are conservative in our outlook in adding news sources which largely report on 
primary content we are already covering above. Many electronic media sources have tiered, fee-based 
subscription models for access. We will provide full-text where content is published without restriction, 
but most publications require registration and some subscription level. 
 
The Atlantic 
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/ 
Accessed 20 Mar 2021 
Accessed 20 Mar 2021 
[No new, unique, relevant content] 
 
 
BBC 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ 
Accessed 20 Mar 2021 
Covid: Rich states 'block' vaccine plans for developing nations 
March 19, 2021 
Wealthy countries - including the UK - are blocking proposals to help developing nations increase their 
vaccine manufacturing capabilities, documents leaked to BBC Newsnight show. 
   Several poorer countries have asked the World Health Organization to help them.  
But richer nations are pushing back on provisions in international law that would enable them to 
achieve this. 
   This is according to a leaked copy of the negotiating text of a WHO resolution on the issue. 
Among those richer nations are the UK, the US, as well as the European Union… 
 
 
The Economist 
http://www.economist.com/ 
Accessed 20 Mar 2021 
[No new, unique, relevant content] 
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Accessed 20 Mar 2021  
Olympic Games 
Japan bans foreign spectators from Tokyo Olympics 
March 20, 2021 
 
The Big Read 
‘Everyone’s scrambling and hoarding’: Europe’s vaccine blunders 
The faltering immunisation campaign has created a picture of rattled leaders losing their nerve as the 
pandemic worsens 
March 19, 2021 

   …The EU’s faltering vaccination campaign has been hamstrung by a botched central procurement 
process, supply shortfalls, logistical hurdles and excessive risk aversion from some national medical 
regulators. The suspension of the jab, albeit only for three days in most EU nations, was another 
hammer blow, with experts warning it would undermine public confidence and feed conspiracy theories 
about vaccine risks… 

 
Coronavirus Business Update 
AstraZeneca jabs resume but vaccination tensions deepen 
March 19, 2021 
 
Covid-19 vaccines  
Scandinavian countries keep AstraZeneca vaccine on hold  
France recommends use only for those aged 55 and over as other European nations resume rollout 
   Norway, Denmark and Sweden have continued to pause the use of the Oxford/AstraZeneca Covid-19 
vaccine while France recommended not to use it on people under 55, as other European nations slowly 
resumed the rollout of the jab amid questions over its side effects.  
   The countries said they wanted to further analyse the vaccine’s possible role in a number of unusual 
deaths involving blood clots, despite an assessment from the European Medicines Agency on Thursday 
that the AstraZeneca vaccine was “effective and safe”.  
   The Norwegian Institute of Public Health said it would take a decision on whether to restart the 
vaccine next week as it needed a “fuller picture of the situation”… 
 
 
Forbes 
http://www.forbes.com/ 
Accessed 20 Mar 2021  
Mar 19, 2021 
U.S. Meets Major Vaccine Milestone On Friday, But Vaccine Hesitancy Is High 
   Over 115 million doses of Covid-19 vaccine have been administered in the U.S., including 100 million 
since January 20. 
By  Melissa Holzberg  Forbes Staff 
 
Mar 18, 2021 
Can Employers Force Employees To Get Vaccinated Or Return To The Office? 
   Some 69% of Americans believe employees should decide for themselves whether to get vaccinated 
instead of employers imposing vaccine mandates. 
By  Kristin Stoller  Forbes Staff 
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Foreign Affairs 
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/ 
Accessed 20 Mar 2021  
America Can—and Should—Vaccinate the World 
The Case for an All-Out Global Approach to Ending the Pandemic 
By Helene Gayle, Gordon LaForge, and Anne-Marie Slaughter 
March 19, 2021 
   After a virtual “Quad summit” last Friday, the leaders of the United States, India, Japan, and 
Australia announced that they would cooperate to deliver one billion vaccine doses in the Indo-Pacific, 
directly countering China’s lead in distributing vaccines to the region. The agreement brings together 
Indian manufacturing and U.S., Japanese, and Australian financing, logistics, and technical assistance 
to help immunize hundreds of millions of people by the end of 2022. Headlines over the weekend 
proclaimed that the administration of U.S. President Joe Biden was preparing to catch up in global 
vaccine diplomacy. Yesterday the administration took a further step in this direction, leaking to 
reporters that it would lend four million AstraZeneca doses to Mexico and Canada.   
These initiatives come not a moment too soon… 
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organizers remain determined to hold the Games this summer. 
By Motoko Rich and Ben Dooley 
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Europe 
Europe Begins Administering AstraZeneca Vaccines Again 
   On Friday, governments across Europe raced to restart use of AstraZeneca’s coronavirus vaccine 
after the announcement from the European Union’s top drug regulator on Thursday that the shots 
were safe and effective. 
By The Associated Press   March 19, 2021 
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Europe’s Vaccine Ethics Call: Do No Harm and Let More Die? 
    Ethicists are worried about the gamble Germany took to halt AstraZeneca doses over seven cases of 
blood clots. It will not be the last time hard decisions are made in this pandemic. 
By Max Fisher 
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Walmart becomes largest U.S. vaccine provider to join push for digital vaccination 
credentials. 
   The retail giant joined an international push to provide standardized digital vaccination credentials. 
By Natasha Singer   March 17 
 
World 
On vaccines, Trump tells his hesitant supporters, ‘I would recommend it.’ 
   A third of Republicans said in a recent poll that they would not be vaccinated, compared with 10 
percent of Democrats, and another 20 percent of Republicans said they were unsure. 
By Bryan Pietsch and Annie Karni 
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The 300,000-dose shipment of the vaccine manufactured by China... 
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Mexico: 2.7M U.S. vaccine doses to arrive next week  
Mar 19, 2021  
 
Indonesia clears use of AstraZeneca vaccine to resume after European Union’s drug 
regulator said  
Associated Press · Mar 19, 2021  
 
Video 
Laurie Garrett says vaccine hesitancy is biggest threat from AstraZeneca fallout  
   Journalist and author Laurie Garrett says one of the biggest threats from the suspension of the 
AstraZeneca vaccine in several European countries is increased vaccine hesitancy. “The biggest risk 
here — and it is huge — is this is in some of the very same countries… where there was a huge 
amount of vaccine hesitancy.” 
Washington Post Live · Mar 17, 2021  
 
How Chile’s vaccination push outpaced the rest of the Western Hemisphere  
...have delayed vaccine rollouts in other countries. It has secured enough doses to vaccinate its entire 
adult... 
Antonia Noori Farzan · Americas · Mar 17, 2021  
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Coronavirus and schools: Reflections on education one year into the pandemic 
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Brussels Silent on Vaccinating Undocumented Migrants  
Often working in frontline jobs, and therefore among those most exposed to and likely to transmit 
COVID-19, undocumented migrants are also the least protected. 
Expert Comment  
Anna Iasmi Vallianatou  Stavros Niarchos Foundation Academy Fellow, Europe Programme  
Emily Venturi  Schwarzman Academy Fellow, Asia-Pacific Programme  

 
Sophie Zinser  Schwarzman Academy Fellow, Asia-Pacific Programme and Middle East North Africa 
Programme  
16 March 2021  
   During the last few weeks, the European Union (EU) has been widely criticized for its 'failed' 
vaccination strategy. But with all the focus on the general slowness of the EU in vaccinating the 
populations of its member states, another aspect of the EU's public health crisis has been ignored. 
   Undocumented persons are being left out of COVID-19 national vaccination programmes and 
Brussels remains alarmingly silent about it. This should come as no surprise as migration is a toxic 
issue and governments in EU countries are now under immense pressure to vaccinate their own 
citizens as soon as possible. 
   Undocumented migrants are the least protected, but similar challenges extend to individuals without 
residence or secure legal status, such as asylum seekers, homeless, and Roma people – making the 
true number of people being left behind much higher 
   But the race towards herd immunity cannot afford the luxury of another EU standstill. It is past time 
for member states and EU institutions to unequivocally include all who reside within EU territories in 
their pandemic responses, irrespective of legal status... 
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March 19, 2021   News Release  
KFF/Post Survey of Frontline Health Care Workers Finds Nearly Half Remain Unvaccinated 
   As of early March, just over half (52%) of frontline health care workers say they have received at 
least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine, leaving 48% who have not, a new KFF/The Washington Post 
national survey of health care workers finds. Most who work in hospitals (66%) and outpatient… 
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KFF COVID-19 Vaccine Monitor: The Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on LGBT People 
   The latest report from the KFF COVID-19 Vaccine Monitor examines how the COVID-19 pandemic 
has impacted the lives of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) people and finds that larger 
shares of LGBT adults report economic losses and mental health struggles than their non-LGBT 
counterparts. Based on data gathered on… 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 20 Mar 2021] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
Publications 
[No new digest content identified] 
  
 
World Economic Forum    [to 20 Mar 2021] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Media 
Top electronics brands and global organizations launch first private sector alliance for 
circular electronics  
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· The World Economic Forum convened a special dialogue with Egyptian Prime Minister Dr. Mostafa 
Madbouly and more than 80 business leaders from around the world 
· The virtual session offered participants an insight into Egypt’s post-COVID-19 strategic priorities and 
structural reforms  
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