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Milestones :: Perspectives :: Research 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO issues its first emergency use validation for a COVID-19 vaccine and emphasizes 
need for equitable global access 
31 December 2020   News release    Geneva 
The World Health Organization (WHO) today listed the Comirnaty COVID-19 mRNA vaccine for 
emergency use, making the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine the first to receive emergency 
validation from WHO since the outbreak began a year ago. 
 
The WHO’s Emergency Use Listing (EUL) opens the door for countries to expedite their own regulatory 
approval processes to import and administer the vaccine. It also enables UNICEF and the Pan-American 
Health Organization to procure the vaccine for distribution to countries in need. 
 
“This is a very positive step towards ensuring global access to COVID-19 vaccines. But I want to 
emphasize the need for an even greater global effort to achieve enough vaccine supply to meet the 
needs of priority populations everywhere,” said Dr Mariângela Simão, WHO Assistant-Director General 
for Access to Medicines and Health Products. “WHO and our partners are working night and day to 
evaluate other vaccines that have reached safety and efficacy standards. We encourage even more 
developers to come forward for review and assessment. It’s vitally important that we secure the critical 
supply needed to serve all countries around the world and stem the pandemic.”  
 
Regulatory experts convened by WHO from around the world and WHO’s own teams reviewed the data 
on the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine’s safety, efficacy and quality as part of a risk-versus-benefit analysis. 
The review found that the vaccine met the must-have criteria for safety and efficacy set 
out by WHO, and that the benefits of using the vaccine to address COVID-19 offset 
potential risks. 
 
The vaccine is also under policy review.  WHO’s Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on 
Immunization (SAGE) will convene on 5 January, 2021, to formulate vaccine specific 
policies and recommendations for this product’s use in populations, drawing from the SAGE 
population prioritization recommendations for COVID-19 vaccines in general, issued in September 
2020. 
 
The Comirnaty vaccine requires storage using an ultra-cold chain; it needs to be stored at -60°C to -
90°C degrees. This requirement makes the vaccine more challenging to deploy in settings where ultra-
cold chain equipment may not be available or reliably accessible. For that reason, WHO is working to 
support countries in assessing their delivery plans and preparing for use where possible. 
 
How the emergency use listing works 
The emergency use listing (EUL) procedure assesses the suitability of novel health products during 
public health emergencies. The objective is to make medicines, vaccines and diagnostics available as 
rapidly as possible to address the emergency while adhering to stringent criteria of safety, efficacy and 
quality. The assessment weighs the threat posed by the emergency as well as the benefit that would 
accrue from the use of the product against any potential risks. 
 

https://www.who.int/news/item/31-12-2020-who-issues-its-first-emergency-use-validation-for-a-covid-19-vaccine-and-emphasizes-need-for-equitable-global-access
https://www.who.int/news/item/31-12-2020-who-issues-its-first-emergency-use-validation-for-a-covid-19-vaccine-and-emphasizes-need-for-equitable-global-access
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/who-sage-values-framework-for-the-allocation-and-prioritization-of-covid-19-vaccination


 
 

The EUL pathway involves a rigorous assessment of late phase II and phase III clinical trial data as 
well as substantial additional data on safety, efficacy, quality and a risk management plan. These data 
are reviewed by independent experts and WHO teams who consider the current body of evidence on 
the vaccine under consideration, the plans for monitoring its use, and plans for further studies. 
 
Experts from individual national authorities are invited to participate in the EUL review. Once a vaccine 
has been listed for WHO emergency use, WHO engages its regional regulatory networks and partners 
to inform national health authorities on the vaccine and its anticipated benefits based on data from 
clinical studies to date. 
 
In addition to the global, regional, and country regulatory procedures for emergency use, 
each country undertakes a policy process to decide whether and in whom to use the 
vaccine, with prioritization specified for the earliest use.  Countries also undertake a vaccine readiness 
assessment which informs the vaccine deployment and introduction plan for the implementation of the 
vaccine under the EUL. 
 
As part of the EUL process, the company producing the vaccine must commit to continue to 
generate data to enable full licensure and WHO prequalification of the vaccine. The WHO 
prequalification process will assess additional clinical data generated from vaccine trials and 
deployment on a rolling basis to ensure the vaccine meets the necessary standards of quality, safety 
and efficacy for broader availability. 
 
 
WHO recommendation COVID-19 mRNA vaccine (nucleoside modified) - COMIRNATY® 
WHO assessed the Comirnaty, COVID-19 mRNA vaccine (nucleoside modified) submitted by Pfizer 
under the Emergency Use Listing (EUL). The vaccine is expected to be an important tool in response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Based on the available evidence assessed, WHO find that sufficient data is 
available on the Comirnaty, COVID-19 mRNA vaccine (nucleoside modified) for an EUL 
recommendation. 
 
 Comirnaty, COVID-19 mRNA vaccine (nucleoside modified) is a vaccine for preventing coronavirus 
disease 2019 (COVID-19) in individuals aged 16 years and older. The vaccine contains a molecule 
called messenger RNA (mRNA) with instructions for producing a protein from SARS-CoV-2, the virus 
that causes COVID-19. Novel Covid-19 mRNA vaccine does not contain the virus itself and cannot 
cause COVID-19. 
 
The use of Comirnaty, COVID-19 mRNA vaccine (nucleoside modified) under an emergency situation 
has been also endorsed by the European Medicines Agency (EMA), the Food and Drug Administration 
of the United States of America and Health Canada and other regulatory authorities (including Bahrain, 
Israel, Kuwait, Mexico, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Singapore and the United Kingdom). 
   PDF: WHO Recommendation COVID-19 mRNA Vaccine (nucleoside modified)COMIRNATY®  
 
:::::: 
 
Extraordinary meeting of the Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on Immunization (SAGE) 
- 5 January 2021 
5 January 2021 10:00 – 17:00 CET  

https://extranet.who.int/pqweb/vaccines/who-recommendation-covid-19-mrna-vaccine-nucleoside-modified-comirnaty%C2%AE
https://extranet.who.int/pqweb/key-resources/documents/who-recommendation-covid-19-mrna-vaccine-nucleoside-modified-comirnaty%C2%AE
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2021/01/05/default-calendar/extraordinary-meeting-of-the-strategic-advisory-group-of-experts-on-immunization-(sage)---5-january-2021
https://www.who.int/news-room/events/detail/2021/01/05/default-calendar/extraordinary-meeting-of-the-strategic-advisory-group-of-experts-on-immunization-(sage)---5-january-2021


 
 

   This extraordinary virtual meeting for the Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on Immunization 
(SAGE) will be held on Tuesday 05 January 2021 to propose recommendations to WHO on the use of 
COVID-19 vaccine(s). 
 
Meeting materials 
Materials for this meeting such as a provisional list of participants and background documents will be 
made available nearer the time. 
Draft Meeting Agenda  [see image below] 
Draft Summary of Declaration of Interests 

 
Background documents for the Extraordinary meeting of the Strategic Advisory Group of 
Experts on Immunization (SAGE) - 5 January 2021 
:: mRNA vaccines against COVID-19: Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccineBNT162b2 
   Draft document - Prepared by the Strategic Advisory Group of Experts (SAGE) on Immunization 
Working Group on COVID-19 vaccines 
22 December 2020  | Technical document 
WHO Reference Number: WHO/2019-nCoV/vaccines/SAGE_evaluation/BNT162b2/2020.1 
Download  
 
:: Background paper on Covid-19 disease and vaccines 
   Draft document - Prepared by the Strategic Advisory Group of Experts (SAGE) on Immunization 
Working Group on COVID-19 vaccines 
22 December 2020  | Technical document 
WHO Reference Number: WHO/2019-nCoV/vaccines/SAGE_background/2020.1 
Download  
 
:::::: 
 
WHO - Planned COVID-19 Vaccine Effectiveness and Impact Studies: Request for 
Information 
22 December 2020   
Call for submissions 
   After COVID-19 vaccines are introduced into countries, it will be vital to generate real-world data on 
vaccine effectiveness and vaccine impact, as many questions will remain unanswered by the clinical 
trials.   Studies will likely be done in a variety of countries, in a variety of populations, and using a 
variety of study designs.   
   As part of our scoping of the landscape to understand the future availability of data to inform global 
policy and the gaps that need to be filled, we invite researchers to provide information about their 
planned work on COVID-19 vaccination effectiveness and/or impact studies.  This can be done by filling 
out this electronic form with relevant details. This form will take less than 5 minutes  of your time. 
   Data provided will be used by the Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on Immunization to 
understand what data will be available and when it will be available  to update their global policy 
recommendations.  
   Initial responses are requested as soon as possible. This will be an ongoing process, where updates 
can be provided in the future as plans change or studies are implemented.   
   Basic information such as country of study or study design will be made available through the WHO 
website to highlight the landscape of studies being undertaken.  

https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/draft-agenda-for-the-extraordinary-meeting-of-the-strategic-advisory-group-of-experts-(sage)-on-immunization
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/draft-summary-of-the-declaration-of-interests---5-january-2021
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/mrna-vaccines-against-covid-19-pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccinebnt162b2
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/mrna-vaccines-against-covid-19-pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccinebnt162b2
https://apps.who.int/iris/rest/bitstreams/1324092/retrieve
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/background-paper-on-covid-19-disease-and-vaccines
https://www.who.int/publications-detail-redirect/background-paper-on-covid-19-disease-and-vaccines
https://apps.who.int/iris/rest/bitstreams/1324088/retrieve
https://www.who.int/news-room/articles-detail/planned-covid-19-vaccine-effectiveness-and-impact-studies-request-for-information
https://www.who.int/news-room/articles-detail/planned-covid-19-vaccine-effectiveness-and-impact-studies-request-for-information
https://forms.gle/d6ZXi6KV7gPqpTRe8


 
 

   Please provide preliminary responses by January 15, 2021. Future requests for information will be 
posted as we know plans are fluid.  
   Questions can be addressed to covidve@who.int 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UNICEF COVID-19 Vaccine Market Dashboard :: Agreements Table at 2 Jan 2021 
An overview of information collected from publicly announced bilateral and multilateral supply 
agreement [Agreements view from 2020-12-17 to date] 
 

 
 

 
 

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID Vaccines: Development/Regulatory Actions/Procurement/Deployment 
 
Moderna Announces Publication of Results from the Pivotal Phase 3 Trial of the Moderna 
COVID-19 Vaccine in The New England Journal of Medicine 
December 31, 2020 
 
Moderna Confirms 40 Million COVID-19 Vaccine Dose Supply Agreement with the 
Government of the Republic of Korea 
December 31, 2020 
 

mailto:covidve@who.int
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNmE0YjZiNzUtZjk2OS00ZTg4LThlMzMtNTRhNzE0NzA4YmZlIiwidCI6Ijc3NDEwMTk1LTE0ZTEtNGZiOC05MDRiLWFiMTg5MjAyMzY2NyIsImMiOjh9&pageName=ReportSectiona329b3eafd86059a947b
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20201231005159/en/Moderna-Announces-Publication-of-Results-from-the-Pivotal-Phase-3-Trial-of-the-Moderna-COVID-19-Vaccine-in-The-New-England-Journal-of-Medicine
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20201231005159/en/Moderna-Announces-Publication-of-Results-from-the-Pivotal-Phase-3-Trial-of-the-Moderna-COVID-19-Vaccine-in-The-New-England-Journal-of-Medicine
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20201231005153/en/Moderna-Confirms-40-Million-COVID-19-Vaccine-Dose-Supply-Agreement-with-the-Government-of-the-Republic-of-Korea
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20201231005153/en/Moderna-Confirms-40-Million-COVID-19-Vaccine-Dose-Supply-Agreement-with-the-Government-of-the-Republic-of-Korea


 
 

Pfizer and BioNTech to Supply the European Union with 100 Million Additional Doses of 
COMIRNATY® 
December 29, 2020 
 
Argentina Receives the First Shipment of Russia’s Sputnik V Vaccine 
December 28, 2020 
The first batch of the Sputnik V vaccine developed by Russian scientists from the Gamaleya National 
Center of Epidemiology and Microbiology with the support of the Russian Direct Investment Fund 
(RDIF. 
 
:::::: 
 
U.K. Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) 
JCVI issues advice on the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine  
The Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) has issued its advice on the AstraZeneca 
COVID-19 vaccine. 
Published 30 December 2020  
 
The Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) recommends that both the AstraZeneca 
and the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccines are safe and provide high-levels of protection against coronavirus 
(COVID-19) disease, including severe disease. 
 
As protection is obtained around 2 weeks after the first vaccine dose, the committee 
recommends that vaccinating more people with the first dose is prioritised above offering 
others their second dose. This will provide the greatest public health benefits in the short 
term and save more lives. 
 
The committee has reviewed the safety and efficacy data for the vaccine and advises that for those 
most at risk of death and serious illness from COVID-19, both the AstraZeneca and the Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccines are acceptably safe and effective. High levels of protection are obtained 
after the first dose of vaccine. 
 
The current evidence remains that increasing age is the single greatest risk factor. Therefore, the 
current recommendation is that groups continue to be vaccinated in the following order: 
[1] Residents in a care home for older adults and their carers 
[2] All those 80 years of age and over, and health and social care workers 
[3] All those 75 years of age and over 
[4] All those 70 years of age and over, and individuals deemed clinically extremely vulnerable  
[5] All those 65 years of age and over 
[6] Adults aged 18 to 64 years with underlying health conditions which put them at higher risk of 
serious disease and mortality 
[7] All those 60 years of age and over 
[8] All those 55 years of age and over 
[9] All those 50 years of age and over 
 
This initial phase of the vaccine programme is estimated to cover around 99% of 
preventable COVID-19 deaths. 
 

http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20201229005380/en/Pfizer-and-BioNTech-to-Supply-the-European-Union-with-100-Million-Additional-Doses-of-COMIRNATY%C2%AE
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20201229005380/en/Pfizer-and-BioNTech-to-Supply-the-European-Union-with-100-Million-Additional-Doses-of-COMIRNATY%C2%AE
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20201228005189/en/Argentina-Receives-the-First-Shipment-of-Russia%E2%80%99s-Sputnik-V-Vaccine
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/jcvi-issues-advice-on-the-astrazeneca-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/priority-groups-for-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-advice-from-the-jcvi-30-december-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/priority-groups-for-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-advice-from-the-jcvi-30-december-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/943663/Greenbook_chapter_14a_v3.pdf


 
 

The JCVI advises that vaccinating more people with the first dose is prioritised above 
offering others their second dose, to maximise benefits from the vaccination programme in 
the short term. 
 
For the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine, the second vaccine dose can be offered between 3 to 12 weeks after 
the first dose. For the AstraZeneca vaccine, the second dose can be offered 4 to 12 weeks after the 
first dose. 
 
There are some data from the AstraZeneca vaccine trials suggesting that extending the time to the 
second dose may be better than having the second dose earlier. 
 
Skipping the second dose is not advised, as the second dose may be important for longer 
lasting protection, however exact durations of protection are currently unknown. 
 
Evidence from Phase 3 trials indicate high levels of protection against serious disease and death from 
around 2 weeks after the first dose. 
 
Professor Wei Shen Lim, COVID-19 Chair for JCVI, said: 
   “The JCVI has considered the safety and efficacy data on the AstraZeneca vaccine and we are 
pleased to say that it is acceptably safe and effective – as with the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine. 
   “For both vaccines, high-levels of protection are evident after the first dose of vaccine. JCVI advises 
priority should be given to the first dose, to maximise the public health benefits in the current situation 
and save more lives.” 
 
Dr Mary Ramsay, Head of Immunisations at Public Health England (PHE), said: 
   “The recommendations from the JCVI and the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency 
(MHRA) provide confidence that the AstraZeneca vaccine has met the very high standards needed to 
roll out the vaccine. This, alongside the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine, is yet another big step forward in 
tackling the virus. 
   “Prioritising the first dose will also help prevent as many deaths from COVID-19 as possible. Once 
deployed, PHE will continue working alongside the MHRA to keep the safety and efficacy of the vaccine 
under constant review.” 
 
The committee will publish updated advice following full consideration of Phase 3 safety and efficacy 
data on COVID-19 vaccines. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID Vaccines Development/Procurement/Distribution/Policy – Russia, China 
  
Russia: Sputnik V – “the first registered COVID-19 vaccine”  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/ 
Press Releases 
RDIF to supply 2.6 million doses of Russian Sputnik V coronavirus vaccine to Bolivia  
Press release, 30.12.2020  
   The Russian Direct Investment Fund (RDIF, Russia’s sovereign wealth fund) and the Health Supply 
Centre (Central de Abastecimiento y Suministros de Salud, CEASS) of the Plurinational State of Bolivia 

https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/
https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/rdif-to-supply-2-6-million-doses-of-russian-sputnik-v-coronavirus-vaccine-to-bolivia/


 
 

announce the agreement to supply the country with 2.6 million doses of Sputnik V, the world’s first 
registered vaccine against coronavirus… 
   The agreement will make it possible for more than 20% of Bolivia’s population to access the vaccine. 
Supply of the vaccine will be facilitated by RDIF’s international partners in India, China, South Korea 
and other countries…. 
 
Belarus starts vaccination with Sputnik V  
Press release, 29.12.2020  
Belarus has become the first country after Russia to start vaccinating its population with Sputnik V 
   …First batch of the vaccine arrived in Belarus today.  
   Belarus was the first country to officially register Sputnik V after Russia. The registration certificate 
was granted on December 21, 2020. On October 1, Belarus was also the first foreign country to begin 
clinical trials of Sputnik V. Vaccination of volunteers was conducted as part of double-blind, 
randomized, placebo-controlled clinical trials in eight medical institutions selected as research centers in 
Belarus...  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Chnia: COVID-19 Vaccines – Regulatory Actions/Deployment  
 
Sinopharm News 
China grants conditional market approval for Sinopharm CNBG’s COVID-19 Vaccine 
Post Time:2021-01-02   
The inactivated COVID-19 vaccine developed by Beijing Institute of Biological Products of Sinopharm 
CNBG has been granted conditional registration by the NMPA of China, Chinese equivalent of 
FDA, according to a press conference of the State Council Joint Prevention and Control Mechanism on 
December 31, 2020. 
 
Over 60,000 volunteers of 125 nationalities have participated in the Phase III clinical trial of Sinopharm 
CNBG in countries outside China including UAE and Bahrain. The vaccine’s efficacy rate based on 
interim analysis is higher than the target set at the beginning, and its safety and 
effectiveness performances also exceed the standard level of both WHO for market 
approval and the Chinese regulatory authority for conditional market approval, which 
entitles the vaccine a general public use in China. 
 
Aside from China, Sinopharm CNBG’s COVID-19 vaccine was announced to be officially 
registered in UAE and Bahrain on December 9 and 12 respectively, based on the results of 
Phase III clinical trials indicating 86% efficacy rate, 99 % seroconversion rate of neutralizing antibody 
and 100% effectiveness in preventing moderate and severe cases of COVID-19. 
 
Because the standards of diagnosis of infection cases and review process of Phase III 
clinical trial vary in different countries, the 86% efficacy rate announced by UAE and 
79.34% by China are both real and valid. 
 
A vaccine against COVID-19 should be evaluated comprehensively in various aspects such as safety, 
effectiveness, accessibility and affordability. Safety is undoubtedly the premise, on which the 

https://sputnikvaccine.com/newsroom/pressreleases/belarus-starts-vaccination-with-sputnik-v-/
http://www.sinopharm.com/en/s/1395-4173-38862.html


 
 

performance in effectiveness also matters to a large extent. Others including manufacturing capacity, 
storage and logistics conditions, targeted population should also be considered. 
 
Generally speaking, Sinopharm CNBG’s COVID-19 vaccine has shown comprehensive 
strengths. A large sample of injection and data prove its safety and effectiveness. Besides, the 
vaccine doesn’t require freezing temperatures for storage, making transport and distribution much 
easier for most of the countries in the world. Its capacity is also large enough for massive inoculation. 
 
The Chinese approved COVID-19 vaccine adds to the world’s faith in beating the pandemic. As defined 
by the Chinese government to be a global public good, Sinopharm CNBG COVID-19 vaccine will make 
its own contribution to the global fight against the coronavirus disease in the future.   
 
:::::: 
 
National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/ 
News 
Emergency use of COVID-19 vaccines expands to larger scale 
Updated: 2020-12-31 | Xinhua 
-- The emergency use of vaccine mainly targets groups of people with higher risks of infection. They 
include medical workers, customs officers, primary-level epidemic prevention workers, overseas 
returnees and people working in cross-border cold-chain logistics and isolation centers. 
-- Experts remind people that they should still take protective measures after receiving the vaccination. 
 
BEIJING -- With the recent increase of sporadic COVID-19 cases and progress in the development and 
manufacture of vaccines, China's emergency use of vaccines has expanded to a larger scale. 
 
Inoculation of key groups has already started in Shanghai, Guangdong, Jiangxi, Shandong 
and the city of Wuhan in central China's Hubei province. Many other provinces and 
municipalities have also drafted a schedule for COVID-19 vaccination in the coming months. 
China granted emergency use of COVID-19 vaccines in June. 
 
The emergency use of vaccine mainly targets groups of people with higher risks of infection. They 
include medical workers, customs officers, primary-level epidemic prevention workers, overseas 
returnees and people working in cross-border cold-chain logistics and isolation centers. 
 
The southern Chinese city of Shenzhen began on Monday inoculating people who have urgent plans to 
travel overseas… 
 
…In Guangdong Province, over 180,000 people had been given COVID-19 vaccines as of Dec 22, 
according to the provincial government. No serious side effects have been reported among the vaccine 
receivers, said the information office of the provincial government of Guangdong. 
 
Wuhan, a city previously hit hard by the novel coronavirus, also started the emergency use of COVID-
19 vaccines, with vaccinations available at 48 designated clinics in 15 districts starting from Dec 24… 
 
:::::: 
 

http://en.nhc.gov.cn/
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2020-12/31/c_82614.htm


 
 

National Medical Products Administration  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/news.html 
News 
Chinese COVID-19 vaccines free to all its citizens: official 
2020-12-31 
China will provide COVID-19 vaccines free of charge to all its citizens, said Zeng Yixin, deputy head of 
the National Health Commission, at a press conference on Dec 31. 
 
China grants conditional approval for first COVID vaccine 
2020-12-31 
   China announced it has granted conditional market approval for its first COVID-19 vaccine during a 
news conference on Dec 31. 
   The vaccine, developed by State-owned Sinopharm, was approved by China's top drug regulator on 
Wednesday night, said Chen Shifei, deputy head of the National Medical Products Administration. 
   The vaccine is generally safe and has a 79.34 percent efficacy rate according to clinical results 
released by the company on Wednesday. Strict supervision will continue to be carried out over the 
vaccine after its approval to ensure its safety and quality, Chen said. 
   A total of 14 COVID-19 vaccines developed by China are now under clinical trials, including five under 
phase-3 trials. 
   Before the official approval of the vaccine, the vaccine and several other COVID-19 
vaccines in phase-3 clinical trials have already been put into emergency use in China over 
the past few months. Millions of doses have been used for priority groups such as frontline medical 
workers and people going overseas to work, and the safety and efficacy of the vaccines have been 
proved, said Zeng Yixin, vice-minister in charge of the National Health Commission. 
 
Sinopharm's vaccine shows protection rate of over 79% 
2020-12-30 
   Sinopharm's COVID-19 vaccine can induce neutralizing antibody in 99.52 percent of recipients, and 
has a 79.34 percent efficacy rate, according to midterm clinical results released on Dec 30. 
   The inactivated vaccine candidate created by Sinopharm's Beijing Biological Products Institute is 
generally safe, and a high level of neutralizing antibodies can be detected in 99.52 percent of the 
recipients after two doses, the company said in a statement on Wednesday. 
   The vaccine is also 79.34 percent effective at preventing the symptoms of COVID-19, meaning it has 
met the requirement by the World Health Organization and the National Medical Products 
Administration. Now, the company has officially submitted its request for market approval to the 
administration, it said. 
 
China's Wuhan begins emergency-use COVID-19 vaccination 
2020-12-29 
   WUHAN -- The city of Wuhan in central China has started the emergency use of COVID-19 vaccine 
candidates on certain key groups of people, the municipal government said on Dec 28. 
   The vaccination, available at 48 designated clinics in 15 districts, began on Dec 24, targeting some 
key groups of people aged between 18 and 59, said He Zhenyu, deputy director of the center for 
disease control and prevention in Wuhan, capital of Hubei province. 
   Those receiving the vaccine need to take two shots with an interval of four weeks, said He at a press 
briefing… 
 
:::::: 

http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/news.html
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/2020-12/31/c_579193.htm
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:::::: 
 
Gavi [to 2 Jan 2021] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News releases  
Gavi welcomes final approval of U.S. support for global immunisation in Year-End Omnibus 
and COVID Supplemental Package 
Geneva, 28 December 2020  
:: The United States has approved US$ 4 billion for Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance to ensure lower-income 
economies have equitable access to safe and effective COVID-19 vaccines on the same urgent timeline 
as wealthier countries. These funds will help end this acute phase of the pandemic. 
:: The United States also approved its Fiscal Year 2021 contribution of US$ 290 million for Gavi’s 
routine immunisation programmes. This funding is part of the multi-year pledge made to Gavi at the 
Global Vaccine Summit in June and will help provide life-saving vaccines to nearly half the world’s 
children. 
:: Seth Berkley, CEO of Gavi: “This support from the American people will help Gavi procure and deliver 
COVID-19 vaccine doses for lower-income economies through the Gavi COVAX AMC. It will also shorten 
this crisis, save lives and help restart the global economy. In today’s interconnected world, no one is 
safe until everyone is safe.” 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
EMERGENCIES 
 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Weekly Epidemiological and Operational updates  
Last update: 2 January 2021, 8:34 am GMT-5 
Confirmed cases ::    82 356 727    [week ago: 78 604 532]   [two weeks ago: 74 299 042]     
Confirmed deaths ::    1 815 433    [week ago:   1 744 235]   [two weeks ago:  1 669 982]     
Countries, areas or territories with cases :: 222 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Director-General's opening remarks at the media briefing on COVID-19 
28 December 2020  
 
Weekly epidemiological update - 29 December 2020  
Overview  
Globally in the past week, over 4 million new COVID-19 cases and 72 000 new deaths were reported. 
This brings the cumulative numbers to over 79 million reported cases and over 1.7 million deaths 
globally since the start of the pandemic. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

https://www.gavi.org/
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/gavi-welcomes-final-approval-us-support-global-immunisation-covid-supplemental-package
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/gavi-welcomes-final-approval-us-support-global-immunisation-covid-supplemental-package
https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---28-december-2020
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update---22-december-2020


 
 

Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Polio this week as of 30 December 2020 
 
Summary of new WPV and cVDPV viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):  
:: Afghanistan: one WPV1 positive environmental sample and 26 cVDPV2 cases 
:: Pakistan: five WPV1 positive environmental samples 
:: Nigeria: one cVDPV2 case and two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Guinea: seven cVDPV2 cases 
:: Liberia: two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
:: Sierra Leone: three cVDPV2 cases 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Editor’s Note: 
With this edition, we add information about the last apparent update evident on the WHO emergency 
webpage, recognizing significant interims regardless of the level of the emergency listed. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 
15 October 2020] 
Mozambique floods  - No new digest announcements identified   [Last apparent update: 3 November 
2020] 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 29 Jun 2020] 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 17 July 2020] 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 4 February 2020] 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 24 October 
2020] 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 30 June 2020] 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
Myanmar   
:: 24 December 2020   News release  
Bangladesh gradually resumes essential health services delivery disrupted due to the COVID-19 
pandemic 
 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 5 July 2020] 
Angola - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 03 December 2020] 
Burkina Faso - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 17 décembre 2020] 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 04 July 2019] 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 22 August 2019] 

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
https://www.who.int/bangladesh/news/detail/24-12-2020-bangladesh-gradually-resumes-essential-health-services-delivery-disrupted-due-to-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.who.int/bangladesh/news/detail/24-12-2020-bangladesh-gradually-resumes-essential-health-services-delivery-disrupted-due-to-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/


 
 

Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 12 June 
2018] 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 22 August 2019] 
Iran floods 2019  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 12 March 2020] 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 16 December 2020] 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 7 October 2019] 
Malawi Floods - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 09 October 2019] 
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 16-12-2020] 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 8 July 2019] 
Mozambique  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 03 November 2020] 
Niger - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 24 December 2020] 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 4 
September 2019] 
HIV in Pakistan  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 27 August 2019] 
Sao Tome and Principe Necrotizing Cellulitis (2017)  - No new digest announcements  
Sudan  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 24 June 2020] 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 1 May 2019] 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 10 May 2019] 
   
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 30 June 2018] 
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 25 novembre 2020] 
Kenya - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 11 December 2020] 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 3 May 2017] 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 20 July 
2018] 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified  [Last apparent update: 21 October 2020] 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
COVID-19    
:: Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19): Weekly Epidemiological Update (29 December 2020) 
 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pandemic-epidemic-diseases/news/who-and-partners-mobilize-hiv-drugs-for-infected-children-in-pakistan.html
http://afro.who.int/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/covid19
https://reliefweb.int/node/3700951


 
 

East Africa Locust Infestation   
:: Desert Locust situation update - 30 December 2020 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 2 Jan 2021]  
31 December 2020   News release 
WHO issues its first emergency use validation for a COVID-19 vaccine and emphasizes 
need for equitable global access 
[See Milestones above for detail] 
 
30 December 2020   Statement 
COVID-19: One year later – WHO Director-General’s new year message 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: WHO urges greater surveillance as new COVID-19 variants emerge  
30 December 2020    Brazzaville – With the recent emergence in the African region of new COVID-19 
variants which seem to have higher transmissibility, the World Health Organization (WHO) calls on 
countries to boost genomic surveillance and analysis through the African genome sequencing 
laboratory network to detect any new mutations and strengthen the efforts to curb the pandemic… 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Can people afford to pay for health care? New report considers status of universal health coverage in 
the Republic of Moldova 28-12-2020 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO::  
:: Meeting exceptional challenges together   28 December 2020  [Dr Ahmed Al-Mandhari, WHO 
Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean] 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
CDC/ACIP [to 2 Jan 2021] 
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html 

https://www.unocha.org/east-africa-locust-infestation
https://reliefweb.int/node/3701360
https://www.who.int/news/item/31-12-2020-who-issues-its-first-emergency-use-validation-for-a-covid-19-vaccine-and-emphasizes-need-for-equitable-global-access
https://www.who.int/news/item/31-12-2020-who-issues-its-first-emergency-use-validation-for-a-covid-19-vaccine-and-emphasizes-need-for-equitable-global-access
https://www.who.int/news/item/31-12-2020-who-issues-its-first-emergency-use-validation-for-a-covid-19-vaccine-and-emphasizes-need-for-equitable-global-access
https://www.who.int/news/item/31-12-2020-who-issues-its-first-emergency-use-validation-for-a-covid-19-vaccine-and-emphasizes-need-for-equitable-global-access
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-12-2020-covid-19-anniversary-and-looking-forward-to-2021
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-12-2020-covid-19-anniversary-and-looking-forward-to-2021
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-12-2020-covid-19-anniversary-and-looking-forward-to-2021
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-12-2020-covid-19-anniversary-and-looking-forward-to-2021
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/who-urges-greater-surveillance-new-covid-19-variants-emerge
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/Health-systems/health-systems-financing/news/news/2020/12/can-people-afford-to-pay-for-health-care-new-report-considers-status-of-universal-health-coverage-in-the-republic-of-moldova2
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/Health-systems/health-systems-financing/news/news/2020/12/can-people-afford-to-pay-for-health-care-new-report-considers-status-of-universal-health-coverage-in-the-republic-of-moldova2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/meeting-exceptional-challenges-together.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html


 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html 
Latest News Releases, Announcements 
Transcript: CDC Update on COVID-19  
Wednesday, December 30, 2020 
   … THANK YOU EVERYONE WHO HAS JOINS US TO DISCUSS TWO, NEW VARIANTS OF THE VIRUS 
THAT CAUSES COVID-19 AS WELL AS COVID-19 VACCINES.  WE ARE JOINED BY DR. HENRY WALKE, 
THE INCIDENT MANAGER FOR CDC’S COVID-19 RESPONSE AND DR.  NANCY MESSONNIER, 
DIRECTOR CDC’S NATIONAL CENTER FOR IMMUNIZATION AND RESPIRATORY DISEASES,  AND THE 
SENIOR FEDERAL OFFICIAL LEADING THE AGENCY’S VACCINE EFFORTS.  
 
CDC 2020 in Review  
Tuesday, December 29, 2020 
   In 2020 CDC worked around the clock – and around the globe – to protect Americans from health 
threats. While the COVID-19 pandemic has dominated the news, a number of other public health and 
scientific advancements are worth highlighting. 
   “This has been a year of challenges, but also of innovation, modernization, and advancement in 
public health,” said Dr. Robert R. Redfield, CDC Director. “I am hopeful for the future and the months 
to come as CDC continues to secure the safety of the American people and this Nation.”… 
 

:::::: 
 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
Selected Resources 
:: Information about the Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine  
Friday, January 01, 2021  
 
::  Information about the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine  
Friday, January 01, 2021  
 
:: Impact of COVID-19 Pandemic on Global Poliovirus Surveillance  
Thursday, December 31, 2020 
 
:: The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices' Updated Interim Recommendation 
for Allocation of COVID-19 Vaccine - United States, December 2020  
Thursday, December 31, 2020 
 
:: The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices' Interim Recommendation for Use of 
Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine - United States, December 2020  
Thursday, December 31, 2020 
 
:: When Vaccine is Limited, Who Gets Vaccinated First?  
 
Thursday, December 31, 2020 
:: How CDC Is Making COVID-19 Vaccine Recommendations  
Wednesday, December 30, 2020 
 
:: The Importance of COVID-19 Vaccination for Healthcare Personnel  
Monday, December 28, 2020  

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/t1230-cdc-update-covid-19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/p1229-cdc-2020-review.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/Moderna.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/Pfizer-BioNTech.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm695152a4.htm?s_cid=mm695152a4_x
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm695152e2.htm?s_cid=mm695152e2_x
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm695152e2.htm?s_cid=mm695152e2_x
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm695152e1.htm?s_cid=mm695152e1_x
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm695152e1.htm?s_cid=mm695152e1_x
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations-process.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/hcp.html


 
 

 
:: Importance of COVID-19 Vaccination for Residents of Long-term Care Facilities  
Monday, December 28, 2020 
 
:::::: 
 
Africa CDC   [to 2 Jan 2021] 
http://www.africacdc.org/ 
News 
 No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
China CDC   
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/ 
News 
Jan 2: Daily briefing on novel coronavirus cases in China 
On Jan 1, 31 provincial-level regions and the Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps on the 
Chinese mainland reported 22 new cases of confirmed infections. 
 
Emergency use of COVID-19 vaccines expands to larger scale 
Updated: 2020-12-31 | Xinhua 
 
 
National Medical Products Administration  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/news.html 
News 
Chinese mainland reports 9 new locally transmitted COVID-19 cases 
2020-12-31 
The Chinese mainland on Wednesday reported 25 newly confirmed COVID-19 cases, including nine 
locally transmitted cases and 16 arriving from outside the mainland, the National Health Commission 
said on Dec 31. 
 
Chinese COVID-19 vaccines free to all its citizens: official 
2020-12-31 
China will provide COVID-19 vaccines free of charge to all its citizens, said Zeng Yixin, deputy head of 
the National Health Commission, at a press conference on Dec 31. 
 
China grants conditional approval for first COVID vaccine 
2020-12-31 
China announced it has granted conditional market approval for its first COVID-19 vaccine during a 
news conference on Dec 31. 
 
Sinopharm's vaccine shows protection rate of over 79% 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/LTCF-residents.html
http://www.africacdc.org/
https://africacdc.org/news-item/landmark-alliance-launches-in-africa-to-fight-covid-19-misinformation/
https://africacdc.org/news-item/landmark-alliance-launches-in-africa-to-fight-covid-19-misinformation/
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2021-01/02/c_82632.htm
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2020-12/31/c_82614.htm
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/news.html
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/2020-12/31/c_579196.htm
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/2020-12/31/c_579193.htm
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/2020-12/31/c_579192.htm
http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/2020-12/30/c_578717.htm


 
 

2020-12-30 
Sinopharm's COVID-19 vaccine can induce neutralizing antibody in 99.52 percent of recipients, and has 
a 79.34 percent efficacy rate, according to midterm clinical results released on Dec 30. 
 
China's Wuhan begins emergency-use COVID-19 vaccination 
2020-12-29 
The city of Wuhan in central China has started the emergency use of COVID-19 vaccine candidates on 
certain key groups of people, the municipal government said on Dec 28. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Announcements 
 
Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 2 Jan 2021] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
BARDA – U.S. Department of HHS   [to 2 Jan 2021] 
https://www.phe.gov/about/barda/Pages/default.aspx 
BARDA News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
Press Releases and Statements  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute    [to 2 Jan 2021] 
https://www.gatesmri.org/ 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute is a non-profit biotech organization. Our mission is 
to develop products to fight malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrheal diseases—three major causes of 
mortality, poverty, and inequality in developing countries. The world has unprecedented scientific tools 
at its disposal; now is the time to use them to save the lives of the world's poorest people  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARB-X   [to 2 Jan 2021] 
https://carb-x.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Center for Vaccine Ethics and Policy   [to 2 Jan 2021] 

http://english.nmpa.gov.cn/2020-12/29/c_578307.htm
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/
https://www.phe.gov/about/barda/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
https://www.gatesmri.org/
https://carb-x.org/


 
 

https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/ 
News/Analysis/Statements 
An Informed Choice/Consent/Right-to-Refuse Imperative :: Statement on Immunization 
Involving COVID-19 Vaccines Under Emergency Use Authorization/Listing [EUA/L]     
   1 January 2021  The GE2P2 Global Foundation’s Center for Vaccine Ethics and Policy has developed a 
statement that argues that immunization involving COVID-19 vaccines available under emergency use 
mechanisms or expanded access/compassionate use triggers an imperative to assure that individuals 
receive the information required to support free exercise of meaningful informed choice/consent, with a 
right to refuse such vaccination for any reason or no reason. The full statement is available here: 
http://www.ge2p2.org/the-informed-choice/consent/right-to-refuse-imperative 
 
 
CEPI – Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
http://cepi.net/  
Latest News 
CEPI-supported COVID-19 vaccine, developed by University of Oxford/ AstraZeneca, 
receives authorisation in the UK 
30 Dec 2020 
Statement from Dr. Richard Hatchett, CEO of CEPI, welcoming the announcement from the UK’s 
independent regulatory authority, MHRA: 
   “We were delighted to hear today’s (30 December) announcement that the UK’s Medicines and 
Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) has granted emergency authorisation for the 
University of Oxford/AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine. 
   “MHRA’s determination that the University of Oxford/AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine is safe and 
effective paves the way, we hope, for similar determinations by other stringent regulatory authorities 
and for WHO Prequalification in the days and weeks ahead. 
   “The Oxford/AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine is extremely attractive in that it is inexpensive, scalable, 
and can be stored at 2-8 degrees Celsius. These attributes will enable its use worldwide, including in 
low-income and middle-income countries, alongside other safe and effective COVID-19 vaccines, and 
the large supplies that will become available in 2021 mean that this vaccine could be a gamechanger in 
terms of our efforts to end the acute phase of the pandemic. 
   “Today’s authorization of a vaccine based on viral vector technology, as opposed to the mRNA 
approach employed by the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines, solidifies our belief that we will soon have a 
diverse array of vaccines with which to fight this devastating pandemic. 
 
CEPI partners with Biological E Limited to advance development and manufacture of 
COVID-19 vaccine candidate 
29 December 2020, Oslo, Norway and Hyderabad, India— 
   CEPI, the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations and Biological E Limited, India (Bio E), a 
Hyderabad-based vaccines and pharmaceutical company, today announced a collaboration to advance 
the development and manufacture of Bio E’s COVID-19 subunit vaccine candidate. CEPI will initially 
contribute up to $5m toward the cost of scaling up the process for manufacturing the vaccine, and will 
explore providing additional funding to Bio E with the goal of potentially enabling the production of 100 
million doses in 2021. The candidate has also received seed funding from Department of 
Biotechnology, Govt of India… 
 
 
EDCTP    [to 2 Jan 2021] 

https://centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.net/
http://www.ge2p2.org/the-informed-choice/consent/right-to-refuse-imperative
http://www.ge2p2.org/the-informed-choice/consent/right-to-refuse-imperative
http://www.ge2p2.org/the-informed-choice/consent/right-to-refuse-imperative
http://cepi.net/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/cepi-supported-covid-19-vaccine-developed-by-university-of-oxford-astrazeneca-receives-authorisation-in-the-uk/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/cepi-supported-covid-19-vaccine-developed-by-university-of-oxford-astrazeneca-receives-authorisation-in-the-uk/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/cepi-partners-with-biological-e-limited-to-advance-development-and-manufacture-of-covid-19-vaccine-candidate/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/cepi-partners-with-biological-e-limited-to-advance-development-and-manufacture-of-covid-19-vaccine-candidate/


 
 

http://www.edctp.org/ 
The European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) aims to accelerate the 
development of new or improved drugs, vaccines, microbicides and diagnostics against HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria as well as other poverty-related and neglected infectious diseases in sub-
Saharan Africa, with a focus on phase II and III clinical trials 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Emory Vaccine Center    [to 2 Jan 2021] 
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/ 
Vaccine Center News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Medicines Agency  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/ 
News & Press Releases      
Update on rolling review of AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 vaccine 
News 30/12/2020 
    EMA’s assessment of the COVID-19 vaccine being developed by AstraZeneca and Oxford University 
has been progressing over the past weeks. The Agency is currently assessing data on the vaccine as 
part of a rolling review. 
   So far, some evidence has been assessed on safety and efficacy coming from a pooled analysis of 
interim clinical data from four ongoing clinical trials in the UK, Brazil and South Africa. The latest clinical 
package was received on 21 December and is currently being assessed. CHMP has already assessed 
data from laboratory studies (non-clinical data) and is currently assessing data on the vaccine’s quality 
(on its ingredients and the way it is manufactured). 
    Additional scientific information on issues related to quality, safety and efficacy of the vaccine is 
deemed necessary to support the rigour required for a conditional marketing authorisation and this has 
been requested from the company. 
    Further information from the ongoing clinical trials is also expected from January. Interim data from 
a large trial ongoing in the USA are expected in Q1 2021. 
   EMA is aware that the UK MHRA has granted a temporary authorisation of supply of the vaccine in 
the emergency use setting, which is distinct from a marketing authorisation. EMA, its European experts 
and the European Commission are working towards conditional marketing authorisation of COVID-19 
vaccines, with all the safeguards, controls and obligations that this imposes. It guarantees that the 
vaccine meets rigorous EU standards for safety, efficacy and quality… 
 
 
European Vaccine Initiative  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
http://www.euvaccine.eu/  
Latest News 
Website not responding at inquiry 
 
 
FDA [to 2 Jan 2021] 
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/default.htm 

Press Announcements /Selected Details 
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December 30, 2020 - Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: December 30, 2020 
 
December 28, 2020 - Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: December 28, 2020 
 
 
FDA - COVID-19 Vaccines   [to 2 Jan 2021] 
www.fda.gov/covid19vaccines 
News and Updates; Upcoming Events 
12/28/2020 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update 
   The FDA posts an updated letter of authorization, health care provider fact sheet and frequently 
asked questions regarding the number of Pfizer-BioNTech doses in a vial, updated the Device Shortage 
List, and provides a testing update. 
 
12/28/2020 
Video Discussion: COVID-19 VaccinesExternal Link Disclaimer 
In this 30-minute video discussion, FDA Commissioner Dr. Stephen Hahn and Center for Biologics 
Evaluation and Research (CBER) Director Dr. Peter Marks talk with WebMD about what we know, what 
we don't know, and what we might learn in the future about COVID-19 vaccines. 

 

 
Fondation Merieux  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/ 
News, Events 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
Gavi [to 2 Jan 2021] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
News releases  
Gavi welcomes final approval of U.S. support for global immunisation in Year-End Omnibus 
and COVID Supplemental Package 
Geneva, 28 December 2020  
See Milestones above for detail 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 2 Jan 2021] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 212 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that  
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News  
No new digest content identified. 
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Global Research Collaboration for Infectious Disease Preparedness [GloPID-R] [to 2 Jan 
2021] 
https://www.glopid-r.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hilleman Laboratories   [to 2 Jan 2021] 
http://www.hillemanlabs.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Human Vaccines Project   [to 2 Jan 2021] 
http://www.humanvaccinesproject.org/media/press-releases/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IAVI  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
https://www.iavi.org/newsroom 
PRESS RELEASES/FEATURES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Coalition of Medicines Regulatory Authorities [ICMRA] 
http://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/news 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Research  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association [IGBA] 
https://www.igbamedicines.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFFIm 
http://www.iffim.org/ 
Press Releases/Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFRC   [to 2 Jan 2021] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
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Institut Pasteur   [to 2 Jan 2021] 
https://www.pasteur.fr/en/press-area 
Press documents  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Media highlights [Selected] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IVAC  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html 
Updates; Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IVI   [to 2 Jan 2021] 
http://www.ivi.int/ 
Selected IVI News, Announcements, Events 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
JEE Alliance  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
https://www.jeealliance.org/ 
Selected News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security   [to 2 Jan 2021] 
https://www.centerforhealthsecurity.org/news/center-news/ 
Center News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 2 Jan 2021]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
National Vaccine Program Office - U.S. HHS  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
https://www.hhs.gov/vaccines/about/index.html 
Upcoming Meetings/Latest Updates 
No new digest content identified. 
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NIH  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
http://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases 
News Releases   
Peer-reviewed report on Moderna COVID-19 vaccine publishes 
December 30, 2020 — Data from Phase 3 clinical trial confirm vaccine is effective.  
   LR Baden, et al. Efficacy and Safety of the mRNA-1273 SARS-CoV-2 Vaccine. The New England 
Journal of Medicine. DOI: 10.1056/NEJMoa2035389. 
 
NIH study uncovers blood vessel damage and inflammation in COVID-19 patients’ brains 
but no infection 
December 30, 2020 — Results from a study of 19 deceased patients suggests brain damage is a 
byproduct of a patient’s illness.  
   In an in-depth study of how COVID-19 affects a patient’s brain, National Institutes of Health 
researchers consistently spotted hallmarks of damage caused by thinning and leaky brain blood vessels 
in tissue samples from patients who died shortly after contracting the disease. In addition, they saw no 
signs of SARS-CoV-2 in the tissue samples, suggesting the damage was not caused by a direct viral 
attack on the brain. The results were published as a correspondence in the New England Journal of 
Medicine… 
 
Phase 3 trial of Novavax investigational COVID-19 vaccine opens  
December 28, 2020 — NIH- and BARDA-funded trial will enroll up to 30,000 volunteers.  
People 18 years of age and older who are interested in participating in this trial can visit 
coronaviruspreventionnetwork.org(link is external), ClinicalTrials.gov and search identifier 
NCT04611802, or Novavax.com/PREVENT-19(link is external) for details. Please do not contact the 
NIAID media phone number or email to enroll in this trial. 
 
 
PATH  [to 2 Jan 2021]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Press Release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sabin Vaccine Institute  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
http://www.sabin.org/updates/pressreleases 
Statements and Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 2 Jan 2021]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
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https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Press releases, Statements 
Press release 
12/31/2020  
New Year’s Babies: Over 370,000 children will be born worldwide on New Year’s Day - 
UNICEF  
With the calendar flipping to 2021, UNICEF dedicates its 75th year to reimagining a better world for 
children.  
 
Press release 
12/30/2020  
An estimated 10.4 million children in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, northeast 
Nigeria, the Central Sahel, South Sudan and Yemen will suffer from acute malnutrition in 
2021  
UNICEF warns numbers could rise further without urgent action  
 
 
Unitaid  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
https://unitaid.org/ 
Featured News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccination Acceptance Research Network (VARN)  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
https://vaccineacceptance.org/news.html#header1-2r 
Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Confidence Project  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/ 
News, Research and Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Education Center – Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 2 Jan 2021] 
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https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WFPHA: World Federation of Public Health Associations  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
https://www.wfpha.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 2 Jan 2021] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
ARM [Alliance for Regenerative Medicine]  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
https://alliancerm.org/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BIO    [to 2 Jan 2021] 
https://www.bio.org/press-releases 
Press Releases 
Injunction Placed on Punitive and Political Maneuver by Administration  
December 29, 2020  
   A judge in the United States District Court for the Northern District of California yesterday issued a 
preliminary injunction blocking the Administration’s “Most Favored Nation” reimbursement policy for 
certain drugs administered by Medicare Part B…  
 
 
DCVMN – Developing Country Vaccine Manufacturers Network  [to 2 Jan 2021] 
http://www.dcvmn.org/ 
News; Upcoming events 
First Sabin Inactivated Poliovirus Vaccine (sIPV) Achieved WHO Prequalification  
Geneva, 21st December 2020 
 

 
 
 

https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases
https://www.wfpha.org/
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/
https://alliancerm.org/
https://www.bio.org/press-releases
https://www.bio.org/press-release/injunction-placed-punitive-and-political-maneuver-administration
http://www.dcvmn.org/
https://www.dcvmn.org/First-Sabin-Inactivated-Poliovirus-Vaccine-sIPV-Achieved-WHO-Prequalification


 
 

ICBA – International Council of Biotechnology Associations   [to 2 Jan 2021] 
https://internationalbiotech.org/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFPMA   [to 2 Jan 2021] 
http://www.ifpma.org/resources/news-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Publications 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PhRMA    [to 2 Jan 2021]  
http://www.phrma.org/  
Selected Press Releases, Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
   *  *  *  * 

 
Journal Watch 
   Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review continues its weekly scanning of key peer-reviewed 
journals to identify and cite articles, commentary and editorials, books reviews and other content 
supporting our focu-s on vaccine ethics and policy. Journal Watch is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative of themes and issues the Center is actively tracking. We selectively provide full text of some 
editorial and comment articles that are specifically relevant to our work. Successful access to some of 
the links provided may require subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher.  
     If you would like to suggest other journal titles to include in this service, please contact David Curry 
at: david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org 
 
 
AJOB Empirical Bioethics 
Volume 11, 2020 Issue 4  
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/uabr21/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
AMA Journal of Ethics 
Volume 22, Number 12: E981-1070  
https://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/issue/socially-situated-brain-death 
Socially Situated Brain Death  
In 1980, the Uniform Determination of Death Act (UDDA) defined death as “(1) irreversible cessation of 
circulatory and respiratory functions, or (2) irreversible cessation of all functions of the entire brain, 
including the brain stem ... in accordance with accepted medical standards.” Interpreting the UDDA 
definition and applying neurological criteria for diagnosing brain death sound straightforward. Brain 
death is, however, socially situated, not observer independent, and fraught with uncertainty and 
ambiguity. This issue investigates some of the ethical, cultural, and legal complexities of one of 
medicine’s most critical tasks: being sharp and sure about who is alive and who is dead.  
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Full Issue PDF  
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
January 2021   Volume 49  Issue 1  p1-136 
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
Major Articles 
Systematic review with meta-analysis of the accuracy of diagnostic tests for COVID-19 
Beatriz Böger, Mariana M. Fachi, Raquel O. Vilhena, Alexandre F. Cobre, Fernanda S. Tonin, Roberto 
Pontarolo 
Published online: July 09, 2020 
p21-29 
 
State of the Science Review 
A systematic review of chlorine-based surface disinfection efficacy to inform 
recommendations for low-resource outbreak settings 
Karin Gallandat, Riley C. Kolus, Timothy R. Julian, Daniele S. Lantagne 
Published online: May 19, 2020 
p90-103 
Open Access 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
January 2021  Volume 60  Issue 1  p1-150 
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
Research Letters 
The Impact of Public Health Organization and Political Figure Message Sources on 
Reactions to Coronavirus Prevention Messages 
Marcella H. Boynton, Ross E. O'Hara, Howard Tennen, Joseph G.L. Lee 
Published online: August 27, 2020 
p136-138 
 
Current Issues 
The Impact of Public Health Organization and Political Figure Message Sources on 
Reactions to Coronavirus Prevention Messages 
Marcella H. Boynton, Ross E. O'Hara, Howard Tennen, 
Joseph G.L. Lee 
Published online: August 27, 2020 
p136-138 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
December 2020  110(12) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
STUDENT PERSPECTIVES ON COVID-19 
Human Rights Advocacy and Us, the Next Generation of Public Health Leaders 
Human Rights, Social Science, Public Health Practice 
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Hanna E. Huffstetler, Tamira Daniely, Meredith Dockery, Tsion Ghedamu, Lenore Hango, Ashley Huff, 
Victoria Matus, Hannah Rice, Sonam J. Shah, Sonam K. Shah, Niharika Soni and Caitlin R. Williams 
111(1), pp. 74–76 
 
INTERSECTIONALITY 
Artificial Intelligence, Intersectionality, and the Future of Public Health 
Other Race/Ethnicity, Human Rights, Statistics/Evaluation/Research, Epidemiology, Ethics, 
Race/Ethnicity, Gender, Other Statistics/Evaluation/Research 
Greta R. Bauer and Daniel J. Lizotte 
111(1), pp. 98–100 
 
LAW & ETHICS 
Preventing the Spread of COVID-19 in Immigration Detention Centers Requires the 
Release of Detainees 
William D. Lopez, Nolan Kline, Alana M. W. LeBrón, Nicole L. Novak, Maria-Elena De Trinidad Young, 
Gregg Gonsalves, Ranit Mishori, Basil A. Safi and Ian M. Kysel 
111(1), pp. 110–115 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 103, Issue 6, December 2020  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/103/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
15 December 2020  Volume 173, Issue 12 
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal 
Volume 290   January 2021 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/290/suppl/C 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 2 Jan 2021) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
December 2020 - Volume 5 - 12 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/12 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 2 Jan 2021) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 2 Jan 2021) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 2 Jan 2021)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 2 Jan 2021)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 2 Jan 2021) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
Research 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 2 Jan 2021) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
December 2020 - Volume 10 - 12 
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/10/12 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Bulletin of the World Health Organization   
Volume 98, Number 12, December 2020, 821-908 
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/98/12/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 47, Issue 1  Pages: 1-141  January 2021 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Pharmacology & Therapeutics  
Volume 109, Issue 1   Pages: 1-269  January 2021 
https://ascpt.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/15326535/current 
Precision Dosing 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
December 2020   Volume 42Issue 12  p2239-2340, e259-e274 
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Trials 
Volume 17 Issue 6, December 2020  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 2 Jan 2021] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 99  December 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/99/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The CRISPR Journal 
Volume 3, Issue 6 / December 2020 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/crispr/3/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Current Genetic Medicine Reports 
Volume 8, issue 4, December 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40142/volumes-and-issues/8-4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
December 2020 - Volume 33 - Issue 6  
https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Protocols in Human Genetics 
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The theme of this edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Sherin Alsheikh Ahmed from 
Islamic Relief Worldwide, is disability inclusion in humanitarian action. Persons with disabilities are not 
only disproportionately impacted by conflicts, disasters and other emergencies, but also face barriers to 
accessing humanitarian assistance. At the same time, global commitments and standards and the IASC 
Guidelines on the inclusion of persons with disabilities in humanitarian action all emphasise how 
persons with disabilities are also active agents of change. Disability and age-focused organisations have 
led on testing and demonstrating how inclusion can be done better. Yet despite this progress, 
challenges to effective inclusion remain. 
 
As Kirstin Lange notes in the lead article, chief among these challenges is humanitarian agencies’ lack 
of engagement with organisations of persons with disabilities. Simione Bula, Elizabeth Morgan and 
Teresa Thomson look at disability inclusion in humanitarian response in the Pacific, and Kathy Al Jubeh 
and Alradi Abdalla argue for a ‘participation revolution’, building on learning from the gender 
movement. Tchaurea Fleury and Sulayman AbdulMumuni Ujah outline how the Bridge Article 11 
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lack of good, disaggregated data is highlighted by Sarah Collinson; Frances Hill, Jim Cranshaw and 
Carys Hughes emphasise the need for training resources in local languages and accessible formats; and 
Sophie Van Eetvelt and colleagues report on a review of the evidence on inclusion of people with 
disabilities and older people. 
 
Rebecca Molyneux and co-authors analyse the findings of a review of a DFID programme in north-east 
Nigeria, while Carolin Funke highlights the importance of strategic partnerships between disability-
focused organisations, drawing on her research in Cox’s Bazar. Sherin Alsheikh Ahmed describes 
Islamic Relief Worldwide’s approach to mainstreaming protection and inclusion, while Pauline Thivillier 
and Valentina Shafina outline IRC’s Client Responsive Programming. The edition ends with reflections 
by Mirela Turcanu and Yves Ngunzi Kahashi on CAFOD’s SADI approach. 
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Open access takes flight 
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scientific publications free for all 
 
Books et al. 
Science's irrational origins 
By Itai Yanai, Martin J. Lercher 
Science01 Jan 2021 : 37 Restricted Access 
Disputes in modern science are settled with empiricism alone, an approach early scholars would have 
questioned 
Summary 
What is the scientific method, and what makes it the most efficient approach for generating insight? In 
The Knowledge Machine, Michael Strevens argues that to answer this question, we must acknowledge 
the role played by the undisciplined and emotional nature of the humans who carry it out. The book 
takes readers on a whirlwind tour through the history of science, rendering Arthur Eddington, Louis 
Pasteur, G. G. Simpson, Lord Kelvin, and many others as "warm-blooded organisms, whose enthu-
siasms, hopes, and fears mold their thinking far below the threshold of awareness." 
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by Cheryl Lin, Pikuei Tu and Leslie M. Beitsch 
Vaccines 2021, 9(1), 16; https://doi.org/10.3390/vaccines9010016 - 30 Dec 2020  
Abstract  
While COVID-19 continues raging worldwide, effective vaccines are highly anticipated. However, 
vaccine hesitancy is widespread. Survey results on uptake intentions vary and continue to change. This 
review compared trends and synthesized findings in vaccination receptivity over time across US and 
international polls, assessing [...] 
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Media/Policy Watch 
   This watch section is intended to alert readers to substantive news, analysis and opinion from the 
general media and selected think tanks and similar organizations on vaccines, immunization, global 
public health and related themes. Media Watch is not intended to be exhaustive, but indicative of 
themes and issues CVEP is actively tracking. This section will grow from an initial base of newspapers, 
magazines and blog sources, and is segregated from Journal Watch above which scans the peer-
reviewed journal ecology.  
   We acknowledge the Western/Northern bias in this initial selection of titles and invite suggestions for 
expanded coverage. We are conservative in our outlook in adding news sources which largely report on 
primary content we are already covering above. Many electronic media sources have tiered, fee-based 
subscription models for access. We will provide full-text where content is published without restriction, 
but most publications require registration and some subscription level. 
 
The Atlantic 
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/ 
Accessed 2 Jan 2021 
Ideas 
Growing Old, Alone 
Isolation has taken a tremendous emotional toll on many older Americans. 
2 Jan 2021 
Annie Lowrey 
Staff writer at The Atlantic 
   As the country plunged into a deep and unusual economic recession last year, it also plunged into a 
deep and unusual social recession: atomizing families and friends, evaporating hours of laughter and 
care and touch. 
   This phenomenon hit nobody as hard as America’s seniors, who are much more likely than their 
younger counterparts to live in care facilities and many of whom have struggled to connect in a socially 
distanced or virtual fashion. The elderly bore the brunt of the pandemic’s fatalities: COVID-19 has killed 
nearly 250,000 people over the age of 65. They also bore the brunt of its isolation. Many older 
Americans spent months discriminated against, frightened, and alone… 
 
BBC 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ 
Accessed 2 Jan 2021 
Covid vaccine in Wales: Doctors' concerns over 12-week vaccine gap 
Health workers are "not certain that they are being adequately protected" with a longer gap between 
receiving two doses of the Covid vaccine, a doctors' leader has said. 
   David Bailey, chairman of the British Medical Association in Wales, said morale had taken a "hit" as a 
result. 
   The Welsh Government said it was following advice on introducing a 12-week gap between doses. 
All four chief medical officers in the UK have backed the move… 
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The Economist 
http://www.economist.com/ 
Accessed 2 Jan 2021 
Sputnik’s orbit 
Argentina rolls out a Russian vaccine 
The decision to use Sputnik V may have more to do with geopolitics than public health 
Jan 2nd 2021 edition 
   On December 29th Argentina’s government unleashed Sputnik V across the country, issuing some 
300,000 doses to all 23 provinces and the city of Buenos Aires. Elsewhere in Latin America, Mexico, 
Chile, and Costa Rica had been vaccinating on a small scale before the holiday with the Pfizer-BioNTech 
vaccine. But Argentina, to quote a presidential adviser, “is leading the charge to inoculate all”. 
   Still, the cavalry has been met with doubts. Alberto Fernández, Argentina’s 61-year-old president, 
broke his promise to be the country’s first recipient, live on television, after Russia’s president, Vladimir 
Putin, who is 68, said he would put off his jab because of his age. Then Mr Fernández’s government 
sidestepped the normal procedures of its medical regulatory agency, ANMAT, in authorising Sputnik V. 
   On the eve of the vaccine’s launch, ANMAT specialists leaked internal memos to the Argentine media, 
expressing concerns about “adverse effects” of Sputnik V on older patients in trials in Russia. Warnings 
of “symptoms like influenza” got front-page headlines, though these are common with many vaccines. 
Unsurprisingly, Sputnik V has become a political football. Alfredo Cornejo, leader of the Radical party, 
alleged corruption, suggesting that officials’ demands for bribes had scuppered deals with other 
producers in Europe and the United States… 
 
Financial Times 
https://www.ft.com/ 
Accessed 2 Jan 2021  
Coronavirus treatment 
UK draws up plans to mix coronavirus vaccines  
In event that first dose becomes unavailable people could be given second shot with different product 
January 2, 2021 
   The UK has drawn up plans that would allow patients to be given different coronavirus vaccines for 
the first and second doses under certain circumstances, a move that highlights a widening rift in public 
health policy between the UK and rest of the West.  
   The government’s Green Book for vaccinations says “every effort” should be made to complete the 
immunisation course with the same vaccine. But it also says: “For individuals who started the schedule 
and who attend for vaccination at a site where the same vaccine is not available, or if the first product 
received is unknown, it is reasonable to offer one dose of the locally available product to complete the 
schedule.”  
   Health officials said this would only happen under very limited circumstances.  
   Mary Ramsay, Head of Immunisations at PHE, said mixing Covid-19 vaccines was not recommended. 
“If your first dose is the Pfizer vaccine you should not be given the AstraZeneca vaccine for your 
second dose and vice versa.  
   “There may be extremely rare occasions where the same vaccine is not available, or where it is not 
known what vaccine the patient received,” Dr Ramsay said. “Every effort should be made to give them 
the same vaccine, but where this is not possible it is better to give a second dose of another vaccine 
than not at all… 
 
Coronavirus pandemic 
European leaders under pressure to speed up mass vaccination 
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Slow pace of immunisation criticised while jab makers warn of supply bottlenecks 
January 1, 2021 
 
Coronavirus treatment 
Experts question UK decision on Covid vaccine dosing regimen 
Health authorities argue that broader, if slightly lower, immunity for more people is needed 
January 1, 2021 
 

Forbes 
http://www.forbes.com/ 
2 Jan 2020 
Large Numbers Of Health Care And Frontline Workers Are Refusing Covid-19 Vaccine 
Topline 
Despite the Covid-19 death count in the United States rapidly accelerating, a startlingly high 
percentage of health care professionals and frontline workers throughout the country—who have been 
prioritized as early receipts of the coronavirus vaccine—are reportedly hesitant or outright refusing to 
take it, despite clear scientific evidence that the vaccines are safe and effective.  
By  Tommy Beer  Forbes Staff 
 
Coronavirus  |   
Dec 31, 2020 
Trump Administration Has Reached Only 7% Of Its 2020 Covid-19 Vaccination Goals 
Has Operation Warp Speed been Operation Too Slow Speed when it has come to getting people 
vaccinated with Covid-19 vaccines? 
By  Bruce Y. Lee  Senior Contributor 
 
Foreign Affairs 
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/ 
Accessed 2 Jan 2021  
Snapshot   December 31, 2020 
How U.S. Pandemic Restrictions Became a Constitutional Battlefield 
After 100 Years, Public Health Controls Are Under Attack 
John Fabian Witt and Kiki Manzur 
 
Snapshot   December 29, 2020 
Vaccine Nationalism Will Prolong the Pandemic 
A Global Problem Calls for Collective Action 
Thomas J. Bollyky and Chad P. Bown 
 
Foreign Policy 
http://foreignpolicy.com/ 
Accessed 2 Jan 2021 
Analysis 
The World After the Coronavirus 
As the pandemic enters a new phase, we asked 12 leading global thinkers to predict what happens in 
2021 and beyond. 
By John R. Allen, Laurie Garrett, Richard N. Haass, G. John Ikenberry, Kishore Mahbubani, Shivshankar 
Menon, Robin Niblett, Joseph S. Nye Jr., Shannon K. O'Neil, Kori Schake, Anne-Marie Slaughter, 
Stephen M. Walt 

https://www.ft.com/content/40dbbf41-27c3-4e97-9eb3-9814eca2ba79
http://www.forbes.com/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/tommybeer/2021/01/02/large-numbers-of-health-care-and-frontline-workers-are-refusing-covid-19-vaccine/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/tommybeer/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/brucelee/2021/12/31/trump-administration-has-reached-only-7-of-its-2020-covid-19-vaccination-goals/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/brucelee/
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/2020-12-31/how-us-pandemic-restrictions-became-constitutional-battlefield
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/world/2020-12-29/vaccine-nationalism-will-prolong-pandemic
http://foreignpolicy.com/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/01/02/2021-coronavirus-predictions-global-thinkers-after-vaccine/
https://foreignpolicy.com/author/john-r-allen/
https://foreignpolicy.com/author/laurie-garrett/
https://foreignpolicy.com/author/richard-n-haass/
https://foreignpolicy.com/author/g-john-ikenberry/
https://foreignpolicy.com/author/kishore-mahbubani/
https://foreignpolicy.com/author/shivshankar-menon/
https://foreignpolicy.com/author/shivshankar-menon/
https://foreignpolicy.com/author/robin-niblett/
https://foreignpolicy.com/author/joseph-s-nye-jr/
https://foreignpolicy.com/author/shannon-k-oneil/
https://foreignpolicy.com/author/kori-schake/
https://foreignpolicy.com/author/anne-marie-slaughter/
https://foreignpolicy.com/author/stephen-m-walt/


 
 

January 2, 2021, 6:00 AM  
 
The Guardian 
http://www.guardiannews.com/ 
Accessed 2 Jan 2021 
[No new, unique, relevant content] 
 
New Yorker  
http://www.newyorker.com/ 
Accessed 2 Jan 2021 
Brazil death toll passes 195,000 in world's third worst outbreak ... 
1 Jan 2021 
 
India approves Oxford/AstraZeneca Covid vaccine | India | The ... 
1 Jan 2021 
   Country with second-highest number of infections has run vaccine drills to prepare for immunisation 
campaign. 
 
New York Times 
http://www.nytimes.com/ 
Accessed 2 Jan 2021 
World 
Under fire, the Netherlands is speeding up the start of its lagging vaccination campaign. 
   The government said that shots would begin sooner than Jan. 8, and that it would announce the new 
start date on Monday. 
By Thomas Erdbrink 
Jan. 1, 2021 
 
World 
Israel has vaccinated more of its population, by far, than any other country in the world. 
By Isabel Kershner 
Jan. 1, 2021 
 
Dr. Fauci advises against the British approach of delaying a second dose of vaccine. 
Jan. 1, 2021 
By Katherine J. Wu 
   Dr. Anthony S. Fauci, the nation’s top infectious disease expert, told CNN on Friday that the United 
States would not follow Britain’s lead in front-loading first vaccine injections, potentially delaying the 
administration of second doses. 
   Britain announced a plan this week to delay second shots of its two authorized vaccines, developed 
by Pfizer and AstraZeneca, in an attempt to dole out to more people the partial protection conferred by 
a single dose. 
   “I would not be in favor of that,” Dr. Fauci told CNN’s Elizabeth Cohen. “We’re going to keep doing 
what we’re doing.”… 
 
World 
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The U.S. enters 2021 playing catch-up with its vaccine distribution, prompting sharp words 
from Mitt Romney. 
Jan. 1, 2021 
By Rebecca Robbins, Frances Robles and Tim Arango 
 
U.S. 
AstraZeneca and Sinopharm clear regulatory hurdles in a week of vaccine milestones. 
By Katherine J. Wu 
 
Health 
U.S. Officials Say Covid-19 Vaccination Effort Has Lagged 
  “We know that it should be better, and we’re working hard to make it better,” said Moncef Slaoui, a 
leader of the federal effort to accelerate vaccine development and distribution. 
By Rebecca Robbins 
 Dec. 30, 2020 
 
Washington Post 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/ 
Accessed 2 Jan 2021 
How Vaccine Nationalism Could Extend the Pandemic’s Run  
By James Paton | Bloomberg 
Dec 26, 2020  
 
Pope on COVID-19 vaccine: Needy, vulnerable must come first  
Dec 25, 2020  
 
Vaccine opponents outline online campaigns to sow distrust in coronavirus vaccine  
The pandemic has catalyzed anti-vaccine advocates with huge social media followings, new report finds 
Elizabeth Dwoskin · Technology · Dec 23, 2020  
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Upcoming Event 
Online Event: Trusting a Covid-19 Vaccine: Who’s Left Unheard? 
January 8, 2021  
 
 
Council on Foreign Relations  
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Accessed 2 Jan 2021 
December 29, 2020   Coronavirus  
Resurgence of COVID-19 in Africa  
   South Africa is once again the epicenter of the current wave of infections, driven, apparently, by a 
mutant strain of the virus. According to health experts, South Africa now accounts for an estimated 40 
percent of COVID-19 cases in Africa.  
   Blog Post by John Campbell  
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Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review is a service of the Center for Vaccine  Ethics 
and Policy (CVEP)/GE2P2 Global, which is solely responsible for its content, and is an open access 
publication, subject to the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/). Copyright is retained by CVEP. 
 
CVEP is a program of the GE2P2 Global Foundation – whose purpose and mission is to advance ethical 
and scientific rigor in research and evidence generation for governance, policy and practice in health, 
human rights action, humanitarian response, heritage stewardship, education and sustainable 
development. The Foundation serves governments, international agencies, INGOs, civil society 
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