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Milestones :: Perspectives :: Research 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
COVID-19 :: Global Strategy/Commitments 
 
Global leaders unite to ensure everyone everywhere can access new vaccines, tests 
and treatments for COVID-19 
Unprecedented gathering of heads of government, institutions and industry cements 
commitment to accelerate development and delivery for all populations 
24 April 2020   News release 
GENEVA - Heads of state and global health leaders today made an unprecedented commitment 
to work together to accelerate the development and production of new vaccines, tests and 
treatments for COVID-19 and assure equitable access worldwide. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has already affected more than 2.4 million people, killing over 
160,000. It is taking a huge toll on families, societies, health systems and economies around 
the world, and for as long as this virus threatens any country, the entire world is at risk.   
 
There is an urgent need, therefore, while following existing measures to keep people physically 
distanced and to test and track all contacts of people who test positive, for innovative COVID-
19 vaccines, diagnostics and treatments. 
 
“We will only halt COVID-19 through solidarity,” said Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO 
Director-General. “Countries, health partners, manufacturers, and the private sector must act 
together and ensure that the fruits of science and research can benefit everybody.” 
 
Work has already started. Since January, WHO has been working with researchers from 
hundreds of institutions to develop and test vaccines, standardize assays and standardize 
regulatory approaches on innovative trial designs and define criteria to prioritize vaccine 
candidates.  The Organization has prequalified diagnostics that are being used all over the 
world, and more are in the pipeline. And it is coordinating a global trial to assess the safety and 
efficacy of four therapeutics against COVID-19.  
 
The challenge is to speed up and harmonize processes to ensure that once products are 
deemed safe and effective, they can be brought to the billions of people in the world who need 
them. Past experience, in the early days of HIV treatment, for example, and in the deployment 
of vaccines against the H1N1 outbreak in 2009, shows that even when tools are available, they 
have not been equally available to all.  
 
So today leaders came together at a virtual event, co-hosted by the World Health Organization, 
the President of France, the President of the European Commission, and the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation. The event was joined by the UN Secretary General, the AU Commission 
Chairperson, the G20 President, heads of state of France, South Africa, Germany, Vietnam, 
Costa Rica, Italy, Rwanda, Norway, Spain, Malaysia and the UK (represented by the First 
Secretary of State). 
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Health leaders from the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI), GAVI-the 
Vaccine Alliance, the Global Fund, UNITAID, the Wellcome Trust, the International Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Movement (IFRC), the International Federation of Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturers (IFPMA), the Developing Countries Vaccine Manufacturers’ Network (DCVMN), 
and the International Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association (IGBA) committed to come 
together, guided by a common vision of a planet protected from human suffering and the 
devastating social and economic consequences of COVID-19, to launch this groundbreaking 
collaboration. They are joined by two Special Envoys:  Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, Gavi Board Chair 
and Sir Andrew Witty, former CEO of GlaxoSmithKline.  
 
They pledged to work towards equitable global access based on an unprecedented 
level of partnership. They agreed to create a strong unified voice, to build on past 
experience and to be accountable to the world, to communities and to one another. 
 
“Our shared commitment is to ensure all people have access to all the tools to prevent, detect, 
treat and defeat COVID-19,” said Dr Tedros. “No country and no organization can do this alone. 
The Access to COVID-19 Tools Accelerator brings together the combined power of several 
organizations to work with speed and scale.” 
 
Health leaders called on the global community and political leaders to support this landmark 
collaboration and for donors to provide the necessary resources to accelerate achievement of its 
objectives, capitalizing on the opportunity provided by a forthcoming pledging initiative that 
starts on 4 May 2020. This initiative, spearheaded by the European Union, aims to mobilize the 
significant resources needed to accelerate the work towards protecting the world from COVID-
19. 
 
::::::  
 
Commitment and call to action: Global collaboration to accelerate new COVID-19 
health technologies 
A Global Collaboration to Accelerate the Development, Production and Equitable Access to New 
COVID-19 diagnostics, therapeutics and vaccines 
24 April 2020  
Statement 
Our Vision and Mission  
Grounded in a vision of a planet protected from human suffering and the devastating social and 
economic consequences of COVID-19, we, an initial group of global health actors (BMGF, CEPI, 
Gavi, Global Fund, UNITAID, Wellcome Trust, WHO) and private sector partners and other 
stakeholders, are launching a landmark, global and time-limited collaboration to accelerate the 
development, production and equitable global access to new COVID-19 essential health 
technologies.  
 
We know that as long as anyone is at risk from this virus, the entire world is at risk – every 
single person on the planet needs to be protected from this disease. 
 
We agree that alongside evidence-based public health measures, innovative COVID-19 
diagnostics, therapeutics and vaccines are needed – in record time and at record scale and 
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access – to save millions of lives and countless trillions of dollars, and to return the world to a 
sense of ‘normalcy’. 
 
We recognize the significant amount of critical work, investment and initiatives already ongoing 
around the world to expedite the development and deployment of innovative COVID-19 related 
products and interventions.  
 
We appreciate that while development and deployment of innovative products is essential, it 
will not be enough. We must simultaneously and urgently accelerate the strengthening of 
sustainable health systems and capacities to enable delivery of the new COVID-19 tools to 
those who need them and to mitigate the knock-on impact on other diseases.  
 
We remember lessons from the past, which have shown that even when effective tools are 
available to the world, too often some are protected, while others are not. This inequity is 
unacceptable – all tools to address COVID-19 must be available to all. In the fight against 
COVID-19, no one should be left behind.  
 
We understand we cannot do this alone, and that we need to work together in unprecedented 
and inclusive partnership with all stakeholders – political leaders, public and private sector 
partners, civil society, academia, and all other stakeholders across society – jointly leveraging 
our comparative strengths and respective voices to drive towards collective solutions, an 
accelerated path, and access for all. We are stronger, faster and more effective working 
together. 
 
Our Mission is not only accelerated development and availability of new COVID-19 tools – it is 
to accelerate equitable global access to safe, quality, effective, and affordable COVID-19 
diagnostics, therapeutics and vaccines, and thus to ensure that in the fight against COVID-19, 
no one is left behind.  
 
Our Commitment  
[1] We commit to the shared aim of equitable global access to innovative tools for COVID-19 
for all.  
[2] We commit to an unprecedented level of partnership – proactively engaging stakeholders, 
aligning and coordinating efforts, building on existing collaborations, collectively devising 
solutions, and grounding our partnership in transparency, and science.  
[3] We commit to create a strong unified voice to maximize impact, recognizing this is not 
about singular decision-making authority, but rather collective problem-solving, 
interconnectedness and inclusivity, where all stakeholders can connect and benefit from the 
expertise, knowledge and activities of this shared action-oriented platform. 
[4] We commit to build on past experiences towards achieving this objective, including ensuring 
that every activity we undertake is executed through the lens of equitable global access, and 
that the voices of the communities most affected are heard. 
[5] We commit to be accountable to the world, to communities, and to one another. We are 
coming together in the spirit of solidarity, and in the service of humanity, to achieve our mission 
and vision.  
 
Our Call  



We ask the global community and political leaders to support this landmark collaboration, and 
for donors to provide the necessary resources to accelerate achievement of the objectives of 
this global collaboration, capitalizing on the opportunity provided by the rolling pledging 
campaign that will start on 4 May 2020. 
 
::::::  
 
Why the world needs $8 billion now to get us to COVID-Zero 
Opinion | 24 April 2020  
Jeremy Farrar, Director Wellcome  
Only when we have tools to detect, treat and prevent coronavirus disease everywhere, will we 
be able to stop the pandemic. Developing these tools requires new global partnerships and 
cooperation. 
 
Science is the only true exit strategy for the COVID-19 crisis. My belief is that this is now an 
endemic human infection – one that will remain a challenge to the human race from now on. 
Physical distancing and lockdown measures can slow the virus and lower the peak. But there 
has to be a longer-term strategy as well. Only when we have tools to detect, treat and prevent 
it everywhere, will we be able to stop the pandemic now and in the future. 
Researchers around the world continue to make extraordinary efforts to understand the disease 
and the virus that causes it, as well as bringing forward potential science-based solutions as 
quickly as possible. We don’t know exactly where the tests, treatments and vaccines that 
eventually contribute to ending this crisis will come from – wherever that is, we must commit 
from the start to make them available to everyone who needs them, independent of their ability 
to pay. 
 
There’s no guarantee that the first vaccines in clinical trials will be the ones we need. In fact, 
we will need a number of different vaccines. That’s why we can’t afford to wait for the best 
solution to emerge and then put everything we have behind it. 
Instead, to get coronavirus vaccines, treatments and tests for the world, we need to be lining 
up as many shots on goal as we can to increase the chance of hitting the target as many times 
as we need in order to win. 
 
For example, there are various ways to go about creating a vaccine. Some are tried and trusted 
platforms but they can be expensive and typically take about a decade to produce a safe and 
effective vaccine. Can we speed up and scale up these approaches? Or will it take new 
platforms that are unproven but, if faster, cheaper, safe and effective, could be game-
changers? 
 
We don’t know, of course. So all these potential approaches must get the full support they 
need. That will include testing in many different countries to determine whether they work for 
everyone, and making sure the capability is there to produce such a vaccine reliably, quickly 
and at a scale of billions of doses within a year. 
 
Hitting the target does not mean a vaccine in a vial that’s been given to a few people or is 
available only to those who can afford it. That won’t work biologically, it won’t work in terms of 
public health, it won’t end the pandemic. In this case, success demands that the tools science 
delivers must be available to everyone – that means that the world must have the capacity to 
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make enough kits or doses for everyone who needs them, many billions, and we must be 
absolutely committed to this from the start. 
 
Funding multiple teams working on different approaches to develop and deliver these tools, and 
then funding manufacture and distribution to the entire world, means the costs are going to be 
huge. It will take billions and billions of dollars. Right now, though, even the initial seed funding 
to get this work up and running is not in place. 
 
Wellcome calculates that the world is at least $8 billion short of what’s needed today. That’s not 
the final cost – far from it – but what’s required to fund the immediate research, the 
development of tests, treatments and vaccines, and also to ensure the world has the capacity to 
manufacture and deliver these tools quickly enough and at the scale required to end this 
pandemic and protect all of us from future COVID-19 crises. 
 
We urgently need this money to start rolling in fast, at scale, without any thought of a financial 
return. That kind of funding can only come from governments, global business and 
philanthropies. 
 
A summit organised by the European Commission on 4 May is exactly what we need to bring 
these groups together and get the world ready to end the pandemic. Every aspect of our 
response must be globally coordinated and united, using existing bodies like the World Health 
Organization and establishing new ones if required, such as the COVID-19 Therapeutics 
Accelerator (opens in a new tab). 
 
It’s going to be different to anything humanity has ever achieved before. If we do it – and I’m 
optimistic that we will – the world can come out the other side of this crisis in better shape than 
we went into it. With new global partnerships and cooperation, enhanced public health, and 
equitable access to innovation front and centre, we can even be stronger. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
COVID-19 & Immunization  
 
Vaccines work at all ages, everywhere - WHO 
23 April 2020  
Zsuzsanna Jakab, Deputy Director-General, WHO  
There’s no question that immunization is one of the greatest success stories in global health, 
saving millions of lives every year from vaccine-preventable diseases. Every year more than 116 
million, or 86% of all infants born are vaccinated – a number than has been holding firm for a 
decade. 
 
More than 20 life-threatening diseases can now be prevented by immunization, and new 
vaccines for major killers like diarrhoea, cervical cancer, cholera and meningitis are quickly 
being introduced in countries that did not use them previously. While, vaccination has routinely 
prioritized children in the past, today it is increasingly protecting health among people of all 
ages.  
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Commitment to research and development has led to developing new vaccines to protect 
against malaria, typhoid and Ebola, and many more vaccines are under development for 
emerging diseases, like COVID-19.  
 
All of this is good news. But it also shows the challenges we’re facing as we try to ensure no 
one misses out on life-saving vaccines. 
 
Children still missing out on vaccines 
Globally, there are still more than 13 million children who never receive any 
vaccination. These un-vaccinated children, and millions more under-vaccinated children, are 
found in all countries but the large majority of them live in a small number of countries which 
are affected by conflict, poverty and fragility.  
 
It’s difficult to reach these children in normal times and intensive work continues to figure out 
the most effective ways to find them and assure they are receiving immunization and other 
essential health services. But now COVID-19 is making it even harder.  
 
Immunization services are being scaled back and, in many cases, shut down. Even when the 
services are still operating parents and caregivers are forgoing taking their children to routine 
health visits including for immunization out of concern for risk of COVID-19. When vaccination 
coverage goes down, inevitably more outbreaks will occur, including of life-threatening diseases 
like measles and polio.  
 
Our challenge now is to ensure we don’t slide backwards on vaccination coverage in the midst 
of the pandemic, but instead move beyond 86% coverage and reach everyone, everywhere. 
This will not only protect the health of children and their communities but will protect the health 
services from a second wave of diseases for which we have vaccines to prevent. 
 
A new vison of immunization 
At last year’s Global Vaccine Summit, WHO, the European Commission, governments and 
partners recognized that to sustain vaccination’s hard-won gains, we need to ensure our health 
systems are more equitable in their delivery of services.  
 
The new Immunization Agenda 2030 (IA2030) which sets the vision and strategy for 2021-
2030, co-created with community organizations, government ministries, partner organizations, 
academia, vaccine makers, and with non-immunization partners, recognizes universal health 
coverage (UHC) as essential to immunization success. To improve coverage, IA2030 outlines 
strategies that are relevant for all countries to break through on stagnation in reaching children 
not vaccinated and fight against vaccine hesitancy.  
 
It also aims to build stronger surveillance systems for vaccine-preventable diseases, particularly 
for identifying, tracking, and monitoring disease outbreaks and sustaining research to ensure 
we are poised to meet the challenges around the corner on outbreaks, antimicrobial resistance, 
infections for which our vaccines are inadequate; and seize opportunities to tackle diseases for 
which there are as yet no vaccines. 
 
And, for the first time the new vision expands the global focus for immunization to all age 
groups, not just children. While this will shift immunization programmes, it will allow us to 



rethink and strengthen people-centred care to ensure vaccines are taken up by older age 
groups. 
 
Reaching more people with immunization requires investment 
As we set new priorities for 2021 and beyond with the vaccine community, we also need to 
ensure we have sound investment in immunization. Every year, almost 80 million infants require 
vaccinations in 68 Gavi-supported countries and this is growing.  
 
Gavi has set an ambitious goal to immunize 300 million more children with 18 vaccines by 2025. 
In order to reach this goal, it will require US$7.4 billion. Gavi’s replenishment is essential 
towards reaching the hardest to reach, and ensuring vaccination services are equitable. WHO 
remains committed to ensuring Gavi’s success. 
 
As we mark World Immunization Week, we must continue to champion the message that 
#VaccinesWork for All, and not let the COVID-19 pandemic compromise hard won immunization 
gains in the past decades. 
 
Today’s crisis further highlights the need for new vaccine breakthroughs, like we’ve saw in 
Ebola, to become the norm. Investments in research and development must be escalated with 
great intensity to fight new and emerging diseases like COVID-19. 
 
Let’s continue to scale-up, not scale-down our immunization services through primary health 
care and universal health coverage so that everyone, everywhere has access to life-saving 
vaccines by 2030. #VaccinesWork for All. 
 
::::::  
 
Over 13 million children did not receive any vaccines at all even before COVID-19 
disrupted global immunization – UNICEF 
NEW YORK, 25 April 2020 – As the world waits desperately for a vaccine, the COVID-19 
pandemic is continuing to surge across the globe. Millions of children are in danger of missing 
life-saving vaccines against measles, diphtheria and polio due to disruptions in immunization 
services. At last count, most countries had suspended mass polio campaigns and 25 countries 
had postponed mass measles campaigns, as per recommended guidance. 
 
Even before the COVID-19 pandemic, measles, polio and other vaccines were out of reach for 
20 million children below the age of one every year. Over 13 million children below the age of 
one globally did not receive any vaccines at all in 2018, many of whom live in countries with 
weak health systems. Given the current disruptions, this could create pathways to disastrous 
outbreaks in 2020 and well beyond. 
 
“The stakes have never been higher. As COVID-19 continues to spread globally, our life-saving 
work to provide children with vaccines is critical,” said Robin Nandy, UNICEF Principal Adviser 
and Chief of Immunization. “With disruptions in immunization services due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the fates of millions of young lives hang in the balance.” 
 
An estimated 182 million children missed out on the first dose of the measles vaccine between 
2010 and 2018, or 20.3 million children a year on average, according to a UNICEF analysis. This 
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is because the global coverage of the first dose of measles stands only at 86 per cent, well 
below the 95 per cent needed to prevent measles outbreaks. 
 
Widening pockets of unvaccinated children led to alarming measles outbreaks in 2019, including 
in high-income countries like the US, UK and France. 
 
Among low-income countries, the gaps in measles coverage before COVID-19 were already 
alarming. Between 2010 and 2018, Ethiopia had the highest number of children under one year 
of age who missed out on the first dose of measles, at nearly 10.9 million. It was followed by 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (6.2 million), Afghanistan (3.8 million), Chad, 
Madagascar and Uganda with about 2.7 million each. 
 
Beyond measles, the immunization gaps were already quite dire, according to new regional 
profiles developed by UNICEF. In Africa, more children have missed out on vaccines over the 
past years due to rising number of births and a stagnation in immunization services. For 
example, in West and Central Africa, coverage has stagnated at 70 per cent for DTP3 – which is 
the lowest among all regions – at 70 per cent for polio, and at 71 per cent for measles. This has 
led to repeated outbreaks of measles and polio in countries such as the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo. Meanwhile, in South Asia, an estimated 3.2 million children did not receive any 
vaccines in 2018. In Eastern and Southern Africa, the number of unvaccinated children has 
remained almost the same for the last decade, at around 2 million. All regions are now also 
battling COVID-19 outbreaks.  
 
UNICEF is sending critical vaccine supplies to immunize children, where possible, in areas with 
outbreaks and to replenish their routine supplies.In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, for 
example, UNICEF is supporting the Government with vaccine supplies and protective equipment 
to continue immunization activities in North Kivu province, where over 3,000 cases of measles 
were reported since January 1. And in Uganda, UNICEF procured 3,842,000 doses of bivalent 
oral polio vaccine (bOPV) to immunize 900,000 children below the age of one year. Children 
receive three doses of the polio vaccine before they celebrate their first birthday. 
 
As the world races to develop and test a new COVID-19 vaccine, UNICEF and partners in the 
Measles & Rubella Initiative and Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance are calling on governments and 
donors to:  
:: Sustain immunization services while keeping health workers and communities safe;    
:: Start planning to ramp up vaccinations for every missed child when the pandemic ends;   
: Fully replenish Gavi, as the alliance supports immunization programmes in the future;   
:: Ensure that when the COVID-19 vaccine is available, it reaches those most in need.   
 
“Children missing out now on vaccines must not go their whole lives without protection from 
disease,” said Dr. Seth Berkley, CEO, Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance “The legacy of COVID-19 must 
not include the global resurgence of other killers like measles and polio.” 
 
:::::: 
 
Statement – Vaccination must be maintained during COVID-19 pandemic to be 
effective 
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Statement by Dr Hans Henri P. Kluge, WHO Regional Director for Europe, on the occasion of 
European Immunization Week  2020 
 
20 April 2020, Copenhagen, Denmark 
We are living through an exceptional time, when every one of us has been called upon to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19. The COVID-19 situation in the European Region remains very 
concerning. 
 
I want to take the opportunity of European Immunization Week to reiterate that we must not, 
especially now, let down our guard on immunizations. Access to vaccines for all has 
transformed our societies, but it is a public good that must be maintained to be effective, even 
in difficult times. Our overstretched health systems cannot bear any outbreaks of vaccine-
preventable diseases. 
 
The health and/or economic consequences of this pandemic are affecting everyone. The most 
vulnerable, who are often left behind by immunization services, should not suffer the added 
burden of vaccine-preventable diseases. 
 
Measles affected over 100 000 young and old in this Region last year. This virus has not gone. 
It will resurge again if we do not do everything in our power to stop it. 
 
As 1 of my 4 flagship areas, prioritizing immunization is central to WHO/Europe’s vision for 
health in the new European Programme of Work. Immunization is crucial to achieving universal 
health care and the Sustainable Development Goals, as well as being a vital component of our 
society that assures health security across the Region. 
 
I therefore take this opportunity to also commend all the ministries of health in this Region for 
heeding our call and doing everything possible to prioritize routine immunization as part of 
essential health services during this pandemic. And I thank our tireless health-care 
professionals, dedicated to leaving no one behind in providing health care and delivering 
vaccination services. 
 
Vaccination is a right and a responsibility, and it is up to all of us to ensure that we are 
protected together. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
COVID-19 R&D 
 
NIAID strategic plan details COVID-19 research priorities 
April 23, 2020 —  
Urgent public health measures are needed to control the spread of the novel coronavirus 
(SARS-CoV-2) and the disease it causes, coronavirus disease 2019, or COVID-19.  Scientific 
research to improve our understanding of the virus and how it causes disease, and to develop 
strategies to mitigate illness and death, is of paramount importance. A new strategic plan from 
the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), part of the National Institutes 

https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/niaid-strategic-plan-details-covid-19-research-priorities


of Health, details the institute’s plan for accelerating research to diagnose, prevent and treat 
COVID-19. 
 
The NIAID Strategic Plan for COVID-19 Research has four key priorities. The first 
involves improving fundamental knowledge of SARS-CoV-2 and COVID-19, including 
studies to characterize the virus and better understand how it causes infection and disease. This 
research includes natural history, transmission and surveillance studies to determine why some 
individuals experience mild symptoms of infection while others become critically ill. The role of 
asymptomatic individuals in viral spread and the potential seasonality of viral circulation also 
need to be explored, according to the report. Additionally, small and large animal models that 
can recapitulate COVID-19 disease seen in humans must be developed. 
 
NIAID’s second research priority is the development of rapid, accurate diagnostics 
and assays to identify and isolate COVID-19 cases and track the spread of the 
virus.  Molecular assays can detect low levels of SARS-CoV-2 and differentiate it from other 
related viruses. Researchers will work to improve the speed and accuracy of these diagnostic 
assays to mitigate the spread of the disease during the current outbreak and any future ones. 
Additionally, new and improved serologic assays to detect antibodies to the virus must be 
developed to enhance surveillance efforts and identify individuals who may have resolved a 
previous COVID-19 infection. 
 
The third research priority is characterizing and testing potential treatments for 
COVID-19. These efforts will include identifying and evaluating drugs already approved for 
other conditions that could be repurposed to treat COVID-19 and testing novel broad-spectrum 
antivirals, such as remdesivir; virus-targeted antibody-based therapies; monoclonal antibodies; 
and host-directed strategies to target an individual’s immune response to the virus. To optimize 
findings during the pandemic, multiple clinical trials will be conducted in parallel among various 
patient populations, including hospitalized people and outpatients. 
 
NIAID’s fourth research priority is to develop safe and effective vaccines to protect 
individuals from infection and prevent future SARS-CoV-2 outbreaks.  NIAID researchers and 
their collaborators are adapting vaccine candidates and approaches previously employed to 
address the related Middle East respiratory syndrome (MERS) and severe acute respiratory 
syndrome (SARS) coronaviruses and applied them to the current pandemic. For example, NIAID 
recently launched a Phase 1 clinical trial using a vaccine platform initially developed to target 
MERS. NIAID will use its broad clinical trial infrastructure to advance experimental vaccines 
through Phase 1 safety and dosing testing and simultaneously plan for advanced clinical testing 
of the most promising candidates. The institute will work with government partners to ensure 
that any safe and effective vaccine will be manufactured in sufficient quantities to allow 
expedient distribution to those at highest risk for infection.  
 
To achieve its four priorities, NIAID will build on its current resources, research programs, 
clinical trials networks and collaborations with other U.S. government agencies and other key 
U.S. and global partners. The new strategic plan aligns with priorities set by the White House 
Coronavirus Task Force and represents a comprehensive and coordinated effort to develop 
effective biomedical tools to combat COVID-19. 
 
Publication: NIAID Strategic Plan for COVID-19 Research 

https://www.niaid.nih.gov/news-events/nih-clinical-trial-remdesivir-treat-covid-19-begins
https://www.niaid.nih.gov/news-events/nih-clinical-trial-investigational-vaccine-covid-19-begins
https://www.niaid.nih.gov/news-events/nih-clinical-trial-investigational-vaccine-covid-19-begins
https://www.niaid.nih.gov/sites/default/files/NIAID-COVID-19-Strategic-Plan-2020.pdf


 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
IFPMA Statement on the launch of a new global collaboration to accelerate the 
development, production and equitable access to new COVID-19 tools 
Geneva, 24 April 2020 
Statement delivered by: Thomas Cueni, Director General, IFPMA 
   The biopharmaceutical industry is acutely aware of the enormous responsibility we have to 
patients and society to engage in unprecedented levels of collaboration to find a solution to 
COVID-19. We stand ready to bring to this partnership our unique knowledge and expertise in 
the discovery and development of medicines and vaccines, as well as our experience building 
manufacturing capacity and distribution networks. Today, scientists in the public and private 
sector hold the keys to our common goal: The swift end of the COVID-19 pandemic. We are 
proud to be part of this landmark global partnership and are fully committed to its goal to 
accelerate development, production and equitable global access to safe, quality, effective, and 
affordable COVID-19 therapeutics and vaccines. In the fight against COVID-19, we must ensure 
that no one is left behind. We will only succeed in this journey together. 
 
Pharma industry body joins as founding partner a new global collaboration to 
accelerate the development, 
Geneva, April 24, 2020: The world’s leading biopharmaceutical companies proclaimed their 
commitment to a landmark global partnership launched today and designed to accelerate the 
development and production of safe, effective and affordable therapeutics and vaccines 
available for all in a way that ensures nobody is left behind in the fight against COVID-19. The 
International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers & Associations (IFPMA), the body 
representing the innovative biopharmaceutical industry in Geneva, will join the global 
collaboration as a Founding Partner to represent industry. 
 
The industry has been working flat-out to marshal its unique expertise to find a durable solution 
to the spread of COVID-19 and stands ready to scale up its work on an even more 
unprecedented scale in line with its previously expressed commitments. By joining the global 
collaboration, the innovative biopharmaceutical industry can work on an equal footing with all 
stakeholders to help speed up the development of safe and effective therapeutics and vaccines, 
share tools and insights to test potential therapies and vaccines, increase manufacturing 
capabilities and share available capacities and share real-time clinical trial data with 
governments and other companies around the world. 
 
This collaboration is aligned with the innovative biopharmaceutical companies’ strong sense of 
responsibility to act together as well as in partnership with all stakeholders but also their 
determination to play the greatest possible role in the global response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The biopharmaceutical industry holds the keysto finding lasting and equitable 
solutions through new therapeutics and vaccines. Industry welcomes today’s acknowledgment 
of the critical role of the private sector in this fight.. 
 
:::::: 
 
IFPMA Backgrounder - COVID-19 

https://www.ifpma.org/resource-centre/ifpma-statement-on-the-launch-of-a-new-global-collaboration-to-accelerate-the-development-production-and-equitable-access-to-new-covid-19-tools/
https://www.ifpma.org/resource-centre/ifpma-statement-on-the-launch-of-a-new-global-collaboration-to-accelerate-the-development-production-and-equitable-access-to-new-covid-19-tools/
https://www.who.int/who-documents-detail/access-to-covid-19-tools-(act)-accelerator
https://www.ifpma.org/resource-centre/pharma-industry-body-joins-as-founding-partner-a-new-global-collaboration-to-accelerate-the-development-production-and-equitable-access-to-new-covid-19-tools/
https://www.ifpma.org/resource-centre/pharma-industry-body-joins-as-founding-partner-a-new-global-collaboration-to-accelerate-the-development-production-and-equitable-access-to-new-covid-19-tools/
https://www.who.int/who-documents-detail/access-to-covid-19-tools-(act)-accelerator
https://www.ifpma.org/
https://www.ifpma.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/IFPMA_Commitment_COVID-19.pdf
https://www.ifpma.org/resource-centre/ifpma-backgrounder-covid-19/


24 April 2020  
[Editor’s Note:  
IFPMA has re-organized its recurring “Backgrounder” providing an inventory of company 
initiatives involving development of vaccines, treatments and diagnostics under the categories 
below. Each category inventories company by company activity and we provide detail on 
vaccine-related activity. We recognize that some of the text may sound promotional.] 
… 
REPURPOSE EXISTING & TEST OF NEW TREATMENTS  
As of 14 April 2020, the WHO’s landscape analysis of potential treatments for COVID-19 
contains 133 therapeutics. Further, the WHO Solidarity Trial has brought together over 100 
countries working together to find effective therapeutics for COVID-19 as fast as possible. 
IFPMA members have also been reviewing their drug portfolios, which involves scientists 
searching for potentially useful assets that could help with the development of new or 
repurposed treatments to fight against the novel coronavirus. 
 
SHARE REAL-TIME CLINICAL TRIAL DATA WITH GOVERNMENTS & OTHER 
COMPANIES  
The rapid virus sequencing by the scientific community enabled researchers to characterize and 
begin to understand the new threat posed by COVID-19. “Open Access” data-sharing channels 
are the backbone to securing a response capacity and have proven their worth with influenza 
networks. The rapid pace with which researchers have been able to understand this novel strain 
of virus and get medicines into human clinical trials is a testament to the lessons learned from 
past public health emergencies. The Global Initiative on Sharing All Influenza Data or GISAID 
Initiative, an open access platform partly funded by the private sector, played a critical role in 
sharing the first genome sequences of the novel coronavirus and centralizing their collection. 
This has proven vital in speeding up the sharing of information among scientists as well as 
public health authorities. But there is still a lot to learn about the virus, both in terms of how it 
spreads as well as what existing treatments may be effective in helping patients who contract 
the disease.  
 
SPEED UP R&D OF SAFE & EFFECTIVE VACCINES  
As of 23 April 2020, the WHO reports there are currently 6 candidate vaccines in clinical 
evaluation and 77 candidate vaccines in preclinical evaluation. Several biopharmaceutical 
companies are researching vaccine candidates for the prevention of COVID-19 and collaborating 
in the sharing of existing technologies that can be leveraged to allow a rapid upscale of 
production once a vaccine candidate is identified. IFPMA members are also sharing technologies 
that act as an adjuvant which can boost the effectiveness of a potential vaccine.  
Experts are hoping it will take as little as 12 to 18 months before there is a vaccine available. 
This is a best-case estimate that assumes one or two of the first few vaccines that enter 
development and complete three phases of clinical trials will be successful. Typically, only 
approximately one in ten experimental vaccines make it all the way through to regulatory 
approval. Therefore, the more companies taking different approaches to find a vaccine, the 
greater the chance of success.  
CSL/ Seqirus provides scientific and technical expertise together with its established MF59® 
adjuvant technology to the University of Queensland in Australia to fast-track R&D of their 
CEPI-funded COVID-19 vaccine candidate, which uses novel molecular-clamp technology 
GSK is partnering with Chinese biotech company Clover Biopharmaceuticals, providing it with 
its proprietary adjuvants which enhance the effectiveness of vaccines.  



GSK is also collaborating with CEPI to help the global effort to develop a vaccine for the novel 
coronavirus. GSK is making its adjuvant technology available to support rapid development of 
candidate vaccines and is working with The University of Queensland, Australia.  
GSK is collaborating with Innovax and Xiamen University, developing and testing a recombinant 
protein-based coronavirus vaccine candidate.  
By mid-March, GSK further expanded collaborations to five partner companies and research 
groups across the world, including in the USA and China.  
GSK entered into a collaboration with Sanofi to develop an adjuvanted vaccine for COVID-19, 
using innovative technologies from both companies. The vaccine would be ready to begin 
testing in humans in the second half of 2020. 
Johnson & Johnson expanded its collaboration with the Biomedical Advanced Research and 
Development Authority (BARDA) and established a new collaboration with Beth Israel 
Deaconess Medical Center (BIDMC).  
Johnson & Johnson and partners announced the selection of a lead COVID-19 vaccine 
candidate from constructs it has been working on since January 2020. It is planning to rapidly 
scale up its manufacturing capacity with the goal of providing global supply of more than one 
billion doses. 
Pfizer and BioNTech have entered into a partnership to jointly develop BioNTech’s mRNA-
based vaccine candidate BNT162 to prevent COVID-19 infection. The two companies plan to 
jointly conduct clinical trials initially in the United States and Europe across multiple sites by the 
end of April 2020. On April 22, the German regulatory authority, the Paul-Ehrlich-Institut, has 
approved the Phase 1/2 clinical trial for BioNTech’s BNT162 vaccine program to prevent COVID-
19 infection 
Sanofi announced a collaboration with the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development 
Authority (BARDA) to advance a novel COVID-19 vaccine candidate. Work is underway to 
leverage previous development efforts of a SARS vaccine candidate using Sanofi’s recombinant 
DNA technology.  
Sanofi, and Translate Bio, a clinical-stage messenger RNA (mRNA) therapeutics company, 
will collaborate to develop a novel mRNA vaccine for COVID-19. This collaboration leverages an 
existing agreement from 2018 between the two companies to develop mRNA vaccines for 
infectious diseases.  
Sanofi joined forces with GSK, sharing innovative technologies from both companies. For 
more details see GSK. 
Shionogi’s subsidiary UMN Pharma Inc. is pursuing the discovery and development of a 
recombinant protein vaccine in a project supported by the Japan Agency for Medical Research 
and Development (AMED). 
UCB is collaborating with The University of Oxford on a vaccine development. 
 
DEVELOP DIAGNOSTIC TESTING & SECURE CONTINOUS SUPPLY  
Rolling out diagnostics to detect whether patients are genuinely infected with the new 
coronavirus is a key step in preventing or slowing its spread. However, the rapid spread of 
COVID-19 has drastically increased the demand for testing kits around the world and 
governments are trying to ramp up their testing capacities. The biopharmaceutical industry is 
therefore pushing the boundaries, uniting and collaborating to increase and secure the 
production and development of diagnostics for COVID-19.  
 
SECURE ESSENTIAL SUPPLIES FOR MEDICINES & VACCINES  



IFPMA and its member companies are monitoring the impact the SARS-CoV2 outbreak and 
measures put in place by governments to prevent the spread of the virus (e.g. restrictions on 
travel, movement, border closures or measures on supply chain). Member companies are 
committed to ensure the continued supply of essential supplies for medicines and vaccines, for 
patients that suffer from chronic illnesses or other health conditions. Member companies are not 
aware of any near-term impacts on the availability of medicines and vaccines. They are 
continuously monitoring and proactively handling the situation as it develops and do currently 
not expect any long-term impact on the availability of medicines and vaccines, unless any 
disruption caused by the pandemic is sustained over the next several months.  
Biopharmaceutical companies are working to prevent and mitigate any shortages through close 
coordination with national regulatory authorities and other global stakeholders, including the 
World Health Organization.  
AbbVie is not anticipating disruption to the medicine supply for HIV patients as a result of the 
investigation of the effectiveness of HIV medicines against COVID-19. 
Almirall will continue production of all its essential products and has increased production of 
specific medicines, such as paracetamol. 
Bayer is continuing the production of medicines and health care products at their plant in 
Garbagnate, Italy for both the Italian and global market. 
Biogen take the vital role they play in ensuring an uninterrupted supply of their medicines to 
patients very seriously. It does not anticipate any interruptions but cannot exclude the 
possibility that COVID-19 might have an impact on manufacturing capabilities in the future. 
Boehringer Ingelheim ensures further discovery, development, production and supply of 
highly innovative medicines that are needed by patients around the globe. 
Clinical and commercial supply chain teams at Bristol Myers Squib have proactively made 
sure raw materials and products reach their markets and clinical sites. It has not seen any 
disruption in its clinical or commercial supply chain due to the pandemic. 
Chiesi Group will continue the production of all medicines without interruption at sites in Italy 
and abroad at the same high-quality standards. Currently, it is able to deliver medicines under 
normal production and distribution channels from all production plants in Italy, Brazil and 
France. 
Seqirus has enacted its business continuity plans across the globe to minimise disruption to the 
manufacture and on-time supply of its influenza vaccines. 
Daiichi-Sankyo announced it has not any shortage of its medicines. Its Supply Chain team is 
monitoring the evolving situation very carefully to maintain supply and delivery of these 
medicines. 
Eisai maintains necessary stocks for the stable supply of medicines in addition to the stable 
production of medicines. 
Eli Lilly launched the Lilly Insulin Value Program in the US allowing anyone with commercial 
insurance and those without insurance to fill their monthly prescription of Lilly insulin for $35. 
Grünenthal is not experiencing any significant supply shortages. If their team detects any 
severe supply shortages that might potentially disrupt the supply of their products, affected 
partners will be informed as soon as possible. 
Ipsen is closely working with national and international supplies to monitor the provision of 
goods and services, with the goal of continuing operations as seamlessly as possible. It does 
not anticipate any supply shortages. 
LEO Pharma has activated business continuity plans to uninterruptedly supply patients with 
the medicines they need. LEO Pharma is taking additional measures to avoid any shortages of 
medicines or raw materials and to mitigate any interruptions. 



Lundbeck has been extremely busy with taking precautions to provide treatments to the 
millions of people relying on them. Its supply chain remains intact and it has not experienced 
any supply disruptions. 
Merck will continue to ensure access to Merck medicines at no cost for eligible patients (who 
have lost their jobs and health insurance coverage due to the pandemic) through its Merck 
Patient Assistance Program. Merck will also be making changes to other U.S. access and 
assistance programs due to the COVID-19 pandemic, including a temporary $0 co-pay for 
certain products for eligible privately insured patients who are enrolled in the Merck Access 
Program.  
Merck and The Jenner Institute announced they have laid the foundation for large-scale 
production of The Jenner Institute’s COVID-19 vaccine candidate, ChAdOx1 nCoV-19. Their joint 
team reduced process development time to two months from a year. 
Novartis will continue to deliver their medicines to patients around the world and does not 
anticipate supply chain disruptions at this time.  
Sandoz, the Novartis generics and biosimilars division, is maintaining prices on a basket of 
essential medicines that may help in the treatment of COVID-19.  
Novartis encourages industry, governments and international institutions to work together to 
ensure adequate global access of medications to treat COVID-19 patients. 
Novo Nordisk is ensuring the supply of their lifesaving medicines to people with serious 
chronic diseases across the globe. Novo Nordisk is applying its experience with Chinese 
lockdown measures around the globe to assure continuity of their supply chain 
Roche is doing everything possible to ensure an adequate supply of their medicines. It calls 
upon governments to work with the industry to keep global manufacturing and supplies running 
by ensuring the free flow of vital goods across national borders, consider pragmatic temporary 
adjustments to regulations on packaging, reviews, customs etc. and to work together across 
governments internationally. 
Sanofi to provide hydroxychloroquine (Plaquenil®) wherever possible and will secure 
appropriate supply levels of current approved indications. 
Servier puts its best efforts forward to ensure the continuity of its production in order for its 
medicines to remain available to patients who rely on them. It therefore brings its expertise to 
the multi-stakeholder partnership “Health Innovation Coalition – Health Crisis” in France. 
Teva is prepared for various scenarios and has inventory and redundancy plans in place to 
address potential shortfalls, if necessary. The supply chain for their key products, brand, 
generics and APIs remains largely uninterrupted with adequate inventory of products. 
 
INCREASE & SHARE MANUFACTURING CAPACITY FOR MEDICINES & VACCINES  
Biopharmaceutical companies are part of a wider research community which is collaborating to 
fast-track the development of therapeutics and new vaccines. Collaborating in this way could 
speed up development of resources to tackle this outbreak. It creates networks of centres of 
excellence that can deliver a real impact and a preparedness infrastructure which can be 
mobilized for future outbreaks. While there are still many unknowns about the virus, companies 
are entering in partnerships to scale-up production capacity.  
Eli Lilly and AbCellera collaborate on AbCellera’s rapid pandemic response platform, 
developed under the DARPA Pandemic Prevention Platform Program, and Lilly’s global 
capabilities for rapid development, manufacturing and distribution of therapeutic antibodies.  
Under GSK and Sanofi vaccine development collaboration, both companies commit to 
create and supply sufficient quantities of vaccines that will help stop this virus. Both companies 



bring significant manufacturing capacity, and, if successful, we will be able to make hundreds of 
millions of doses annually by the end of next year.  
Gilead has accelerated manufacturing of remdesivir at risk, in anticipation of potential future 
supply needs.  
Johnson & Johnson announced plans to scale up its global manufacturing capacity with a 
goal of providing 1 billion doses of a safe and effective vaccine globally for emergency 
pandemic use on a not-for-profit basis. 
Pfizer and BioNTech are jointly developing a COVID-19 vaccine, to be produced initially in the 
US and Europe. Manufacturing capacity will be scaled-up to support global supply. Pfizer will 
contribute its leading global vaccine clinical R&D, regulatory, manufacturing and distribution 
infrastructure and capabilities.  
Pfizer is committed to use any excess manufacturing capacity and to potentially shift 
production to support others in rapidly getting life-saving breakthroughs into the hands of 
patients as quickly as possible. 
Sanofi increased production capacity of hydroxychloroquine (Plaquenil®) by 50% and is on 
track to further increase production over the coming months.  
Under Sanofi and GSK vaccine development collaboration, both companies commit to create 
and supply sufficient quantities of vaccines that will help stop this virus. See GSK for more 
details.  
Teva is assessing additional production of hydroxychloroquine sulfate tablets with materials 
that are being sent to Teva from its ingredient supplier.  
Teva’s global manufacturing network has been working tirelessly on securing and scaling 
production of both API and finished doses for potential treatments that my prove essential in 
treating COVID-19 everywhere Teva does business. UCB is assuring a reliable supply of 
medicines in every market it has a commercial presence in. It has not experienced shortages for 
any of our products due to this epidemic.  
 
SUPPORT GLOBAL HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS  
IFPMA member companies are committed to support health care system capacities and protect 
health care workers, particularly in the most hard-hit countries and vulnerable countries which 
are ill prepared to cope with an accelerating outbreak of COVID-19. When the novel coronavirus 
first emerged in Wuhan, China, IFPMA and its member companies started working with their 
teams on the ground, and with the Chinese authorities to ensure people can get access to 
necessary health care services. Given the spread of the virus to other regions across the world, 
IFPMA member companies have stepped up these efforts and are donating personal protective 
equipment and financial resources to ease the burden on health care systems. Company 
employees are also volunteering in community efforts to relieve the burden on healthcare 
systems.  
 
FACTS & FIGURES  
:: Number of IFPMA member companies involved in R&D for COVID-19 therapeutics, vaccines 
and diagnostics: at least 20 of IFPMA member companies are involved in COVID-19 focused 
R&D efforts  
:: Number of clinical trials initiated/ supported by IFPMA member companies: 25 clinical trials 
evaluating the effectiveness of therapeutics for COVID-19  
:: Average number of people enrolled in clinical trials by IFPMA members: On average with 350 
participants (except the large-scale Gilead trials + Teva trial which all have above 1000 
participants)  



:: Value of monetary donations from IFPMA member companies: stands at least at $614 million 
to date  
:: Value of non-monetary donations, such as medicines, personal protective equipment: stands 
at least at $38 million to date  
:: Units of non-monetary donations, such as medicines, personal protective equipment: 25 
million units of medicines, face masks, gloves, disinfectants, and the like 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
PhRMA: New report shows nearly 260 vaccines in development, including dozens for 
COVID-19 
Andrew Powaleny | April 23, 2020 
   …Today, biopharmaceutical companies are working with stakeholders across the research and 
development (R&D) ecosystem to develop new ways of preventing and treating illnesses with 
innovative vaccines. According to a new report, there are currently 258 vaccines in development 
for the treatment or prevention of disease. 
 
Among the vaccines in development are: 
:: 108 vaccines for cancer, including a therapeutic vaccine for non-small cell lung cancer, 
which uses messenger RNA to mobilize the patient’s own immune system to fight the tumor(s) 
:: 125 vaccines for infectious diseases, including a vaccine designed to prevent HIV 
infection by teaching a patient’s immune system to recognize and effectively fight the virus 
:: 14 vaccines for allergies, including vaccines that target peanut allergies 
:: 2 vaccines for Alzheimer’s disease, including one therapeutic vaccine that targets 
amyloid beta protein, which is linked to the development of the neurological disorder 
    
Additionally, numerous different types of potential vaccines are in development that target 
COVID-19. Researchers are working around the clock amidst the global pandemic to develop 
safe, effective and affordable vaccines that will prevent both individual infection and the 
continued spread of the virus. As of April 15, 2020:   
:: There are more than 70 vaccines for COVID-19 in the global research pipeline. 
:: And six vaccines for COVID-19 have entered human clinical trials with many 
planning to begin human trials this year… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
EMERGENCIES 
 
Coronavirus [COVID-19] 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Editor’s Note: 
   We certainly recognize the velocity of global developments in the COVID-19 pandemic. While 
we have concentrated the most current key reports just below, COVID-19 announcements, 
analysis and commentary will be found throughout this issue, in all sections.  

https://catalyst.phrma.org/new-report-shows-nearly-260-vaccines-in-development-including-dozens-for-covid-19
https://catalyst.phrma.org/new-report-shows-nearly-260-vaccines-in-development-including-dozens-for-covid-19
https://phrma.org/-/media/Project/PhRMA/PhRMA-Org/PhRMA-Org/PDF/medicines-in-development-for-vaccines-2020.pdf


   Beyond the considerable continuing coverage in the global general media, the WHO’s 
authoritative guidance is available here: 
:: Daily WHO situation reports here: https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-
coronavirus-2019/situation-reports 
:: WHO Coronavirus disease (COVID-2019) daily press briefings here: 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/media-resources/press-
briefings 
 
Situation report - 96  [WHO] 
Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)  
25  April 2020 
[Excerpts] 
SITUATION IN NUMBERS  
Globally  
2 719 897 confirmed (93 716)  
187 705 deaths (5767)  
 
European Region  
1 314 666 confirmed (30 450)  
119 463 deaths (2940)  
 
Region of the Americas  
1 047 508 confirmed (52 138)  
53 103 deaths (2520)  
 
Eastern Mediterranean Region  
154 971 confirmed (5676)  
6750 deaths (142)  
 
Western Pacific Region  
141 470 confirmed (1688)  
5906 deaths (37)  
 
South-East Asia Region  
41 073 confirmed (2501)  
1658 deaths (104)  
 
African Region  
19 497 confirmed (1263)  
812 deaths (24) 
 
WHO RISK ASSESSMENT  
Global Level – Very High 
 
HIGHLIGHTS  
:: WHO, together with heads of state, global health leaders, private sector partners and other 
stakeholders launched the Access To COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator, a global collaboration 
to accelerate the development, production and equitable access to new COVID-19 diagnostics, 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/media-resources/press-briefings
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/media-resources/press-briefings
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200425-sitrep-96-covid-19.pdf?sfvrsn=a33836bb_2


therapeutics and vaccines. More information including the WHO Director General’s opening 
remarks, full list of participants, and the group’s statement, are available.  
 
:: Although some governments have suggested that the detection of antibodies to SARS-CoV-2, 
the virus that causes COVID-19, could serve as the basis for an “immunity passport” or “risk-
free certificate”, there is currently no evidence that people who have recovered from COVID-19 
and have antibodies are protected from a second infection. More information is available here.  
 
:: WHO has seen a dramatic increase in the number of cyber-attacks directed at its staff, and 
email scams targeting the public. WHO asks the public to remain vigilant against fraudulent 
emails and recommends using reliable sources to obtain factual information about COVID-19 
and other health issues. More information is available here.  
 
::::::  
 
"Immunity passports" in the context of COVID-19 
WHO Scientific Briefs 
24 April 2020  
WHO has published guidance on adjusting public health and social measures for the next phase 
of the COVID-19 response.1 Some governments have suggested that the detection of 
antibodies to the SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, could serve as the 
basis for an “immunity passport” or “risk-free certificate” that would enable 
individuals to travel or to return to work assuming that they are protected against 
re-infection. There is currently no evidence that people who have recovered from 
COVID-19 and have antibodies are protected from a second infection. 
 
The measurement of antibodies specific to COVID-19  
The development of immunity to a pathogen through natural infection is a multi-step process 
that typically takes place over 1-2 weeks. The body responds to a viral infection immediately 
with a non-specific innate response in which macrophages, neutrophils, and dendritic cells slow 
the progress of virus and may even prevent it from causing symptoms. This non-specific 
response is followed by an adaptive response where the body makes antibodies that specifically 
bind to the virus. These antibodies are proteins called immunoglobulins. The body also makes 
T-cells that recognize and eliminate other cells infected with the virus. This is called cellular 
immunity. This combined adaptive response may clear the virus from the body, and if the 
response is strong enough, may prevent progression to severe illness or re-infection by the 
same virus. This process is often measured by the presence of antibodies in blood.  
 
WHO continues to review the evidence on antibody responses to SARS-CoV-2 infection.2-17 
Most of these studies show that people who have recovered from infection have antibodies to 
the virus. However, some of these people have very low levels of neutralizing antibodies in their 
blood,4 suggesting that cellular immunity may also be critical for recovery. As of 24 April 
2020, no study has evaluated whether the presence of antibodies to SARS-CoV-2 
confers immunity to subsequent infection by this virus in humans.  
 
Laboratory tests that detect antibodies to SARS-CoV-2 in people, including rapid 
immunodiagnostic tests, need further validation to determine their accuracy and reliability. 
Inaccurate immunodiagnostic tests may falsely categorize people in two ways. The first is that 

https://www.who.int/news-room/commentaries/detail/immunity-passports-in-the-context-of-covid-19


they may falsely label people who have been infected as negative, and the second is that 
people who have not been infected are falsely labelled as positive. Both errors have serious 
consequences and will affect control efforts. These tests also need to accurately distinguish 
between past infections from SARS-CoV-2 and those caused by the known set of six human 
coronaviruses. Four of these viruses cause the common cold and circulate widely. The 
remaining two are the viruses that cause Middle East Respiratory Syndrome and Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome. People infected by any one of these viruses may produce antibodies that 
cross-react with antibodies produced in response to infection with SARS-CoV-2.  
 
Many countries are now testing for SARS-CoV-2 antibodies at the population level or in specific 
groups, such as health workers, close contacts of known cases, or within households.21 WHO 
supports these studies, as they are critical for understanding the extent of – and risk factors 
associated with – infection.  These studies will provide data on the percentage of people with 
detectable COVID-19 antibodies, but most are not designed to determine whether those people 
are immune to secondary infections.  
 
Other considerations 
At this point in the pandemic, there is not enough evidence about the effectiveness 
of antibody-mediated immunity to guarantee the accuracy of an “immunity 
passport” or “risk-free certificate.” People who assume that they are immune to a second 
infection because they have received a positive test result may ignore public health advice. The 
use of such certificates may therefore increase the risks of continued transmission. As new 
evidence becomes available, WHO will update this scientific brief. 
Citations/References at title link above 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
Ebola – DRC+ 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Ebola Outbreak in DRC 89: 21 April 2020 
[Excerpts] 
Situation Update WHO Health Emergencies Programme Page 2  
   From 13 to 19 April 2020, four new confirmed cases of Ebola virus disease (EVD) were 
reported in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, all from Beni Health Zone in North Kivu 
Province. Three out of four cases were registered as contacts, though none were regularly 
followed by the response team because of insecurity and ongoing challenges with community 
reticence.  
   In total, six cases have been reported since 10 April, four of whom have passed away. 
Currently there is one confirmed case receiving care at an Ebola treatment centre and one who 
remains in the community; response teams are engaging with the community in order to 
address this.  
   Prior to the emergence of this cluster in Beni, the last person confirmed to have EVD tested 
negative twice and was discharged from a treatment centre on 3 March 2020… 

   …An urgent injection of US$ 20 million is required to ensure that response teams have the 
capacity to maintain the appropriate level of operations through to the beginning of May 2020. 

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331815/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20200421-eng.pdf


 
…Conclusion 
The new confirmed cases identified 40 days after the last person tested negative and was 
discharged from care are not unexpected. The WHO recommended criteria for declaring the end 
of the EVD outbreak includes a 42-day waiting period because undetected chains of 
transmission or new flare-ups may arise. Findings from the genetic sequencing analysis will be 
critical to inform the investigation of the source of infection of the new cases and to help detect 
any missed cases in the chain of transmission that led to the current cluster in Beni Health 
Zone. It is essential to remain vigilant and maintain appropriate levels of surveillance to rapidly 
detect and respond to relapse, re-introduction or new emergence events, to implement 
effective control measures, as well as continue to engage community leaders to address or 
mitigate community mistrust in affected areas. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Polio this week as of 22 April 2020 
:: The polio eradication programme is making an important contribution to the COVID-19 
response across different regions in the world. In a candid statement, Dr. Ahmed Al-Mandhari, 
Regional Director, WHO EMRO, highlights the programme’s activities in fighting the pandemic in 
the region. Read more… 
 
Summary of new viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):  
:: Afghanistan: one WPV1 case 
:: Pakistan: two WPV1 cases, eight WPV1 positive environmental samples and seven cVDPV2 
cases 
:: Cameroon: two cVDPV2 cases and one cVDPV2 positive environmental sample 
:: Chad: six cVDPV2 cases and two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples 
 
:::::: 
 
Breakthrough in the Global Battle Against Polio: AJ Vaccines Granted WHO 
Prequalification for New Polio Vaccine  
International vaccine manufacturer, AJ Vaccines has received WHO prequalification for 
Picovax®, the first stand-alone dose sparing Inactivated Polio Vaccine (IPV) on 21st April 2020. 
First deliveries to UN agencies such as UNICEF and PAHO are expected by mid-2020  
   April 21,2020   COPENHAGEN, Denmark--(BUSINESS WIRE)--Despite ongoing concerted 
efforts to eradicate polio, it appears to be on the rise again with more cases registered in 2019 
than 2018. Looking ahead, AJ Vaccines’ dose sparing technology provides a significant 
opportunity to expand supply, with the potential to deliver up to 100 million doses over the five-
year period 2020-2024 to help meet the currently unmet global demand for inactivated polio 
vaccines… 
 

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/rd-statement-covid.html?ver=2
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20200421005973/en/Breakthrough-Global-Battle-Polio-AJ-Vaccines-Granted
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20200421005973/en/Breakthrough-Global-Battle-Polio-AJ-Vaccines-Granted
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fajvaccines.com%2F&esheet=52207277&newsitemid=20200421005973&lan=en-US&anchor=AJ+Vaccines&index=1&md5=bc111da7a2f761a9862ee808dcbcf621


:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: Ebola Outbreak in DRC 89: 21 April 2020 
[See Ebola above for detail] 
 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
Burkina Faso [in French]   
:: Riposte contre la pandémie du Covid-19 : La Chine vole au secours du Burkina Faso 
25 avril 2020  
 
Niger  
:: Le Niger signale une nouvelle épidémie de polio  24 avril 2020  
 
Angola   - No new digest announcements identified 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
Iran - No new digest announcements identified 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified 
Malawi - No new digest announcements identified 
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified  
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified 
Sudan - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
Kenya    
:: Malaria vaccine pilot in Africa one year on: new vaccine could boost Kenya’s malaria... 
24 April 2020  
 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331815/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20200421-eng.pdf
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/news/riposte-contre-la-pandemie-du-covid-19-la-chine-vole-au-secours-du-burkina-faso
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/news/le-niger-signale-une-nouvelle-epidemie-de-polio
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
https://www.afro.who.int/news/malaria-vaccine-pilot-africa-one-year-new-vaccine-could-boost-kenyas-malaria-fight


Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This 
is the global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-
scale humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Syrian Arab Republic: COVID-19 Update No. 07 - 25 April 2020 
:: Recent Developments in Northwest Syria Flash Update - As of 24 April 2020 
 
Yemen  
:: Yemen: Flash Floods Flash Update No. 2 (As of 23 April 2020) 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
CYCLONE IDAI and Kenneth  
:: Zimbabwe Situation Report, 21 Apr 2020 
 
HIGHLIGHTS 
   . The first imported COVID-19 case was reported on 21 March 2020 and local transmission 
started on 24 March. As of 20 April, 25 COVID-19 cases were confirmed, including three deaths. 
   . Despite a one-week disruption due to COVID-19 and the lockdown, nearly 3.4 million people 
received food or cash assistance in March. 
   . The number of children treated for acute malnutrition has reduced from 952 in January to 
741 in February and 354 in March. 
   . Since the start of the lockdown, national GBV hotlines have recorded a call increase of over 
90 per cent. The child helpline received an increase of 43 per cent in the daily calls. 
   . About 43,350 people remain displaced in four camps and in host communities. 
 
:: EBOLA OUTBREAK IN THE DRC  - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 25 Apr 2020]  
24 April 2020   News release 
Global leaders unite to ensure everyone everywhere can access new vaccines, tests 
and treatments for COVID-19 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/node/3619869
https://reliefweb.int/node/3619349
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://reliefweb.int/node/3619384
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclone-idai
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclones-idai-and-kenneth
https://reliefweb.int/report/zimbabwe/zimbabwe-situation-report-21-apr-2020
https://www.unocha.org/drc
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/24-04-2020-global-leaders-unite-to-ensure-everyone-everywhere-can-access-new-vaccines-tests-and-treatments-for-covid-19
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/24-04-2020-global-leaders-unite-to-ensure-everyone-everywhere-can-access-new-vaccines-tests-and-treatments-for-covid-19


[See COVID-19 above for detail] 
 
24 April 2020   Statement 
Commitment and call to action: Global collaboration to accelerate new COVID-19 
health technologies 
[See COVID-19 above for detail] 
 
23 April 2020   News release 
WHO reports fivefold increase in cyber attacks, urges vigilance 
 
23 April 2020   News release 
Hard fought gains in immunization coverage at risk without critical health services, 
warns WHO 
 
23 April 2020   Statement 
WHO urges countries to move quickly to save lives from malaria in sub-Saharan 
Africa 
 
20 April 2020   Statement 
ITU-WHO Joint Statement: Unleashing information technology to defeat COVID-19 
 
:::::: 
 
Weekly Epidemiological Record, 24 April 2020, vol. 95, 17 (pp. 161–172)  
Update on vaccine-derived poliovirus outbreaks – worldwide, July 2019–February 2020 
Monthly report on dracunculiasis cases, March 2020 
 
:::::: 
 
Call for nominations for experts to serve on a Strategic Advisory Group of Experts 
(SAGE) on Immunization Working Group on COVID-19 Vaccines and Vaccination 
Terms of reference pdf, 129kb  
Declaration of interests form docm, 64kb 
Deadline for applications: 11 May 2020  
 
Call for nominations for experts to serve on a Strategic Advisory Group of Experts 
(SAGE) Working Group on hepatitis A 
Terms of reference pdf, 1.73Mb  
Declaration of interests form docm, 64kb 
Deadline for applications: 15 May 2020  
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: Niger reports new polio outbreak  24 April 2020  

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/24-04-2020-commitment-and-call-to-action-global-collaboration-to-accelerate-new-covid-19-health-technologies
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/24-04-2020-commitment-and-call-to-action-global-collaboration-to-accelerate-new-covid-19-health-technologies
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-04-2020-who-reports-fivefold-increase-in-cyber-attacks-urges-vigilance
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-04-2020-hard-fought-gains-in-immunization-coverage-at-risk-without-critical-health-services-warns-who
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-04-2020-hard-fought-gains-in-immunization-coverage-at-risk-without-critical-health-services-warns-who
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-04-2020-who-urges-countries-to-move-quickly-to-save-lives-from-malaria-in-sub-saharan-africa
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/23-04-2020-who-urges-countries-to-move-quickly-to-save-lives-from-malaria-in-sub-saharan-africa
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/20-04-2020-itu-who-joint-statement-unleashing-information-technology-to-defeat-covid-19
https://www.who.int/wer/2020/wer9517/en/
https://www.who.int/immunization/policy/sage/ToR_SAGE_WG_Covid_vaccines.pdf?ua=1
https://www.who.int/immunization/policy/sage/DOI_EN_Form_Vaccines.docm
https://www.who.int/immunization/policy/sage/Call_nominations_SAGE_HepA_WG_final.pdf?ua=1
https://www.who.int/immunization/policy/sage/DOI_EN_Form_Vaccines.docm
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/niger-reports-new-polio-outbreak


   Niger has reported a new polio outbreak that has affected two children in Niamey and 
Tillaberi region, the World Health Organization (WHO) said today. 
:: Africa Vaccination Week 2020 kicks off as COVID-19 threatens immunization gains 24 April 
2020  
  This year’s Africa Vaccination Week starts today as the COVID-19 pandemic is causing 
significant disruption to vaccination efforts and to the surveillance of vaccine-preventable 
diseases on the continent.  
:: WHO urges countries not to let COVID-19 eclipse other health issues  23 April 2020  
   Public health systems in Africa are coming under severe strain as the unprecedented COVID-
19 pandemic persists. But as countries battle to bring the outbreak under control, efforts must 
also be maintained on other health emergencies and progress made against diseases such as 
malaria or polio preserved, the World Health Organization (WHO) urged today. 
:   African regulatory agencies, ethics committees to expedite COVID-19 clinical trial r... 
20 April 2020  
   National regulatory authorities and national ethics committees from across Africa have agreed 
to combine their expertise to expedite clinical trial review and approvals for new multinational 
preventive, diagnostic and therapeutic interventions to the COVID-19 pandemic. However, joint 
reviews are based on voluntary cooperation between the national regulatory authorities and 
ethics committees. Each country is solely responsible for granting regulatory approval. 
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
::  21 April 2020   News release 
WHO condoles death of staff in Myanmar, condemns targeting of health workers involved in 
COVID19 response 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: WHO/Europe publishes considerations for gradual easing of COVID-19 measures 24-04-2020  
:: Invest in the overlooked and unsung: build sustainable people-centred long-term care in the 
wake of COVID-19 23-04-2020  
::WHO expert mission to Belarus recommends physical distancing measures as COVID-19 virus 
transmits in the community 21-04-2020  
:: We all look forward to the day when we can be protected from COVID-19 through a vaccine. 
:: Statement by HRH The Crown Princess Mary of Denmark 20-04-2020  
:: Maintaining routine immunization services vital during the COVID-19 pandemic 20-04-2020  
    
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: WHO urges countries to continue lifesaving immunization services during the COVID-19 
pandemic 
 
   24 APRIL 2020 | Cairo –  Any suspension of immunization services or hesitancy to use them 
during the COVID-19 pandemic will result in a resurgence of diseases that have largely been 
controlled thanks to safe and effective vaccines. That is the warning from WHO's Regional 
Office for the Eastern Mediterranean as World Immunization Week (24–30 April 2020) begins.   
:: Statement by WHO's Regional Director Dr Ahmed Al-Mandhari on Ramadan during the 
pandemic 

https://www.afro.who.int/news/africa-vaccination-week-2020-kicks-covid-19-threatens-immunization-gains
https://www.afro.who.int/news/who-urges-countries-not-let-covid-19-eclipse-other-health-issues
https://www.afro.who.int/news/african-regulatory-agencies-ethics-committees-expedite-covid-19-clinical-trial-reviews
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/21-04-2020-who-condoles-death-of-staff-in-myanmar-condemns-targeting-of-health-workers-involved-in-covid19-response
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/21-04-2020-who-condoles-death-of-staff-in-myanmar-condemns-targeting-of-health-workers-involved-in-covid19-response
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-emergencies/coronavirus-covid-19/news/news/2020/4/whoeurope-publishes-considerations-for-gradual-easing-of-covid-19-measures2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/statements/2020/statement-invest-in-the-overlooked-and-unsung-build-sustainable-people-centred-long-term-care-in-the-wake-of-covid-19
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/statements/2020/statement-invest-in-the-overlooked-and-unsung-build-sustainable-people-centred-long-term-care-in-the-wake-of-covid-19
http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/belarus/news/news/2020/4/who-expert-mission-to-belarus-recommends-physical-distancing-measures-as-covid-19-virus-transmits-in-the-community2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/belarus/news/news/2020/4/who-expert-mission-to-belarus-recommends-physical-distancing-measures-as-covid-19-virus-transmits-in-the-community2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/patron/speeches-and-statements/eiw-2020-statement-we-all-look-forward-to-the-day-when-we-can-be-protected-from-covid-19-through-a-vaccine
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/patron/speeches-and-statements/eiw-2020-statement-we-all-look-forward-to-the-day-when-we-can-be-protected-from-covid-19-through-a-vaccine
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/statements/2020/whounicef-joint-statement-maintaining-routine-immunization-services-vital-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/who-urges-countries-to-continue-lifesaving-immunization-services-during-the-covid-19-pandemic.html
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/who-urges-countries-to-continue-lifesaving-immunization-services-during-the-covid-19-pandemic.html
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/statement-by-whos-regional-director-dr-ahmed-al-mandhari-on-ramadan-during-the-pandemic.html
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/statement-by-whos-regional-director-dr-ahmed-al-mandhari-on-ramadan-during-the-pandemic.html


22 April 2020 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: Virtual press conference on COVID-19 outbreak in the Western Pacific Region: 21 April 2020 
Remarks by Dr Takeshi Kasai, WHO Regional Director for the Western Pacific 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
CDC/ACIP [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html 
Latest News Releases 
HHS Announces CARES Act Funding Distribution to States and Localities in Support 
of COVID-19 Response Thursday, April 23, 2020  
 
Confirmation of COVID-19 in Two Pet Cats in New York Wednesday, April 22, 2020 
 

:::::: 
 
Africa CDC   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.africacdc.org/ 
Press Releases 
African Union and Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention launch 
Partnership to Accelerate COVID-19 Testing: Trace, Test and Track  
21 April 2020  
 
Press Releases 
Wellcome and DFID support Africa COVID-19 continental response with € 2.26 
million  
21 April 2020  
 
:::::: 
 
China CDC   
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China 
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/ 
News 
April 25: Daily briefing on novel coronavirus cases in China 
2020-04-24 
   On April 23, 31 provincial-level regions on the Chinese mainland as well as the Xinjiang 
Production and Construction Corps reported 6 new cases of confirmed infections (2 imported 
cases and 4 indigenous cases, 3 in Heilongjiang province and 1 in Guangdong province), 2 new 
cases of suspected infections (both are imported cases in Shanghai municipality), and no 
deaths. 50 patients were released from hospital after being cured. 607 people who had had 

http://www.wpro.who.int/
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/news/speeches/detail/virtual-press-conference-on-covid-19-outbreak-in-the-western-pacific-region-21-april-2020
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/p0423-CARES-act.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/p0423-CARES-act.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/s0422-covid-19-cats-NYC.html
http://www.africacdc.org/
https://africacdc.org/news/african-union-and-africa-centres-for-disease-control-and-prevention-launch-partnership-to-accelerate-covid-19-testing-trace-test-and-track/
https://africacdc.org/news/african-union-and-africa-centres-for-disease-control-and-prevention-launch-partnership-to-accelerate-covid-19-testing-trace-test-and-track/
https://africacdc.org/news/wellcome-and-dfid-support-africa-covid-19-continental-response-with-e-2-26-million/
https://africacdc.org/news/wellcome-and-dfid-support-africa-covid-19-continental-response-with-e-2-26-million/
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2020-04/24/c_79559.htm


close contact with infected patients were freed from medical observation. Serious cases 
decreased by 6… 
 
Unity and cooperation are the international community's most potent weapon to 
overcome the pandemic 
2020-04-22 
 
China to donate another 30 mln USD supporting WHO's fight against COVID-19 
2020-04-24 
   BEIJING -- China decided to donate another 30 million U.S. dollars to the World Health 
Organization (WHO) in support of global efforts to fight COVID-19 and the construction of 
public health systems in developing countries, a Foreign Ministry spokesperson said here on 
April 23. 
   Spokesperson Geng Shuang told a news briefing that the WHO, led by Director-General 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, had actively fulfilled its duties with objective, science-based and 
fair position and played an important role in assisting countries in responding to the outbreak 
and boosting international cooperation on COVID-19. 
   Geng said to support the WHO is to defend the principles of multilateralism and safeguard the 
status and authority of the United Nations at a crucial time of the battle against the pandemic, 
adding that the virus is the common enemy of humankind, and the international community can 
only defeat it through unity and cooperation. 
   In March, China donated 20 million dollars to the WHO to support the global fight against 
COVID-19… 
 
China makes achievements in vaccination work 
2020-04-22 
   BEIJING — China has maintained a vaccination rate of above 90 percent for vaccines under 
the national immunization program, according to a health official on April 21. 
   Currently, there are 15 vaccines provided for children for free in China, and the country has 
also been expanding the variety of vaccines under its immunization program, said Wang Bin, an 
official with the National Health Commission, at a press conference in Beijing. 
   Noting that people now have a deeper understanding of vaccines' function, Wang stressed 
that vaccination is the most effective and economical way of preventing infectious diseases… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Announcements 
 
Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
Press Release  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 

http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2020-04/22/c_79510.htm
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2020-04/22/c_79510.htm
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2020-04/24/c_79564.htm
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/2020-04/22/c_79476.htm
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases


 
 
Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute    [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.gatesmri.org/ 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute is a non-profit biotech organization. Our 
mission is to develop products to fight malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrheal diseases—three 
major causes of mortality, poverty, and inequality in developing countries. The world has 
unprecedented scientific tools at its disposal; now is the time to use them to save the lives of 
the world's poorest people  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARB-X   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://carb-x.org/ 
CARB-X is a non-profit public-private partnership dedicated to accelerating antibacterial 
research to tackle the global rising threat of drug-resistant bacteria. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CEPI – Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://cepi.net/  
Latest News 
Landmark global collaboration launched to defeat COVID-19 pandemic 
Global leaders unite to launch Access to COVID-19 Tool (ACT) accelerator  
COVID-19 
24 Apr 2020 
 
Oxford University vaccine against COVID-19 starts clinical tests 
Oxford COVID-19 vaccine is the third CEPI-funded programme to enter phase 1 trials  
COVID-19 
23 Apr 2020 
 
Saudi Arabia pledges US$150 million to CEPI COVID-19 response 
Contribution from Saudi Arabia will help CEPI continue its rapid progress towards developing a 
vaccine.  
COVID-19 
21 Apr 2020 
 
 
Clinton Health Access Initiative, Inc. (CHAI)  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://clintonhealthaccess.org/ 
News & Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EDCTP    [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.edctp.org/ 

https://www.gatesmri.org/
https://carb-x.org/
http://cepi.net/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/landmark-global-collaboration-launched-to-defeat-covid-19-pandemic/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/oxford-university-vaccine-against-covid-19-starts-clinical-tests/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/saudi-arabia-pledges-us150-million-to-cepi-covid-19-response/
https://clintonhealthaccess.org/
http://www.edctp.org/


The European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) aims to accelerate the 
development of new or improved drugs, vaccines, microbicides and diagnostics against 
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria as well as other poverty-related and neglected infectious 
diseases in sub-Saharan Africa, with a focus on phase II and III clinical trials 
Latest news 
25 April 2020 
World Malaria Day 2020 
On World Malaria Day 2020, the fight against malaria is facing stalled progress and a disruptive 
pandemic while the road to malaria eradication is still long and complex. This World Malaria Day 
is a call to keep malaria on the… 
 
 
Emory Vaccine Center    [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Medicines Agency  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/ 
News & Press Releases  
News: EU actions to support availability of medicines during COVID-19 pandemic – 
update #3  
Last updated: 24/04/2020  
 
Press release: Reporting suspected side effects of medicines in patients with 
COVID-19  
Last updated: 24/04/2020  
 
News: COVID-19: reminder of risk of serious side effects with chloroquine and 
hydroxychloroquine  
Last updated: 23/04/2020  
  
News: Launch of enhanced monitoring system for availability of medicines used for 
treating COVID-19  
Last updated: 21/04/2020  
   
News: Update to guidance on regulatory expectations in the context of COVID-19 
pandemic  
Last updated: 20/04/2020  
 
 
European Vaccine Initiative  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.euvaccine.eu/news-events  
Latest News 
World Malaria Day 2020 
24 April 2020  
EVI remains firmly committed to supporting malaria vaccine development 
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FDA [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/default.htm 

Press Announcements  

April 24, 2020 - Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: Daily Roundup April 24, 2020 
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration today announced the following actions taken in its 
ongoing response effort to the COVID-19 pandemic: 
:: Today, the FDA issued an immediately in effect guidance, Enforcement Policy for Remote 
Digital Pathology Devices During the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Public Health 
Emergency, to help expand the availability of devices for remote reviewing and reporting of 
scanned digital images of pathology slides during this public health emergency. Increased 
availability of these devices may help to facilitate continuity of patient care by preventing 
disruptions to critical pathology services rendered by clinical laboratories, hospitals, and other 
healthcare facilities, and reduce healthcare personnel contact and risk of exposure to SARS-
CoV-2. 
:: Today, the FDA issued a Drug Safety Communication regarding known side effects 
of hydroxychloroquine and chloroquine, including serious and potentially life-threatening 
heart rhythm problems, that have been reported with their use for the treatment or prevention 
of COVID-19, for which they are not approved by the FDA. These risks, which are in the drug 
labels for their approved uses, may be mitigated when health care professionals closely screen 
and supervise these patients such as in a hospital setting or a clinical trial, as indicated in the 
Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) for these drugs to treat COVID-19. 
:: The FDA and Federal Trade Commission issued a warning letter to a seller of 
fraudulent COVID-19 products, as part of the agency’s effort to protect consumers. The 
seller warned, Prefense LLC, offers unapproved and misbranded hand sanitizer products for sale 
in the U.S. with misleading claims that the products are safe and/or effective for the prevention 
and treatment of COVID-19. There are currently no FDA-approved products to prevent or treat 
COVID-19. Consumers concerned about COVID-19 should consult with their health care 
provider. 
:: Diagnostics update to date:  
  . During the COVID-19 pandemic, the FDA has worked with more than 380 test developers 
who have said they will be submitting emergency use authorizations (EUA) requests to FDA for 
tests that detect the virus. 
   . To date, the FDA has issued 44 individual emergency use authorizations for test kit 
manufacturers and laboratories. In addition, 19 authorized tests have been added to the EUA 
letter of authorization for high complexity molecular-based laboratory developed tests (LDTs). 
   . The FDA has been notified that more than 225 laboratories have begun testing under the 
policies set forth in our COVID-19 Policy for Diagnostic Tests for Coronavirus Disease-2019 
during the Public Health Emergency Guidance. 
   . The FDA also continues to keep its COVID-19 Diagnostics FAQ up to date. 
 
April 24, 2020 - Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update: FDA Reiterates Importance of 
Close Patient Supervision for ‘Off-Label’ Use of Antimalarial Drugs to Mitigate 
Known Risks, Including Heart Rhythm Problems 
 
 
Fondation Merieux  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/ 
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News, Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
Top Stories 
24 April 2020 
Gavi and global health actors collaborate to accelerate COVID-19 technologies for 
all 
:: Goal of new global ACT Accelerator is to make COVID-19 diagnostics, therapeutics and 
vaccines available to everybody that needs them as quickly as possible  
:: Alongside Gavi, the other foundational groups within the collaboration are the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation, the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI), The Global 
Fund, UNITAID, the Wellcome Trust and the World Health Organization (WHO) 
:: Gavi is helping countries to tackle the pandemic and maintain life-saving immunisation 
programmes and is ready to contribute to the global response at all stages from development 
through to production and delivery 
 
  
GHIT Fund   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories 
All the More United in Our Fight Against Malaria  
24 April 2020  
 
Updates  
COVID-19 Response: Monitoring Approach and Information Collection  
22 April 2020  
 
Funding Model  
COVID-19 Response Mechanism Application Materials  
22 April 2020  
 
Sourcing & Management of Health Products  
COVID-19 Response: Health Product Supply Update for Principal Recipients  
22 April 2020  
 
Updates  
Youth Council Members  
22 April 2020  
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Hilleman Laboratories   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.hillemanlabs.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Human Vaccines Project   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.humanvaccinesproject.org/media/press-releases/ 
Press Releases 
Human Vaccines Project Launches Global Initiative to Accelerate the Development 
of COVID-19 Vaccines for Those Most Vulnerable 
Apr 23, 2020 
 
 
IAVI  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.iavi.org/newsroom 
Press Releases 
April 22, 2020  
Japan's Commitment to Contribute to the World Bank for COVID-19 Vaccine 
Research Sets Example and Will Advance Global Health, IAVI Says  
   NEW YORK – APRIL 22, 2020 – The Government of Japan announced to the World 
Bank/International Monetary Fund Development Committee on April 17, in partnership with the 
World Bank, its commitment to contribute $10 million (USD) to IAVI's COVID-19 vaccine 
development program. 
   The announcement follows years of leadership from the Government of Japan, which has 
provided significant investment in HIV/AIDS vaccine research, in partnership with the World 
Bank, through it support of IAVI’s work on the vesicular stomatitis virus (VSV) technology; this 
support has enabled this platform technology to now be applied to a range of pressing global 
health threats, including COVID-19. The World Bank has been a key partner to IAVI since the 
organization was founded nearly 25 years ago. 
   "We are deeply grateful to the Government of Japan and the World Bank for this important 
commitment to advance COVID-19 vaccine research," said Mark Feinberg, M.D., Ph.D., IAVI 
president and CEO… 
 
 
International Coalition of Medicines Regulatory Authorities [ICMRA] 
http://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/news 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Research  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association [IGBA] 
https://www.igbamedicines.org/ 
News 
ACCESS TO COVID-19 TOOLS (ACT) ACCELERATOR” - IGBA is Joining Forces on 
Global Collaboration to Overcome COVID-19  
(24 April 2020)  
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   GBA, the International Generic and Biosimilar medicines Association (IGBA), representing 
global manufacturers of generic and biosimilar medicines, today endorses the commitment and 
call to action by an initial group of global health actors, private sector partners and other 
stakeholders, to launch an unprecedented global and time-limited collaboration to accelerate 
the development, production and equitable global access to new COVID-19 essential health 
technologies. 
 
 
IFFIm 
http://www.iffim.org/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFRC   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
Global 
“COVID-19 a wake-up call to international community. Urgent need for global 
solidarity to prevent poverty and food insecurity around the world,” says IFRC 
President 
   New York/Geneva, 24 April 2020 – Following his briefings to UN permanent missions this 
week, Francesco Rocca, President of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies (IFRC), stressed the importance of communities coming togeth … 
24 April 2020 
 
 
IVAC  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html 
Updates 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IVI   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.ivi.int/ 
Selected IVI News & Announcements 
LINE and International Vaccine Institute Team Up to Promote the Importance of 
Vaccination 
:: LINE to offer an Official Account to IVI to promote the importance of vaccines and 
vaccination, as well as feature educational contents starring IVI Goodwill Ambassador Henry 
Lau 
:: LINE FRIENDS’ BT21 character IVI sticker set to be launched in the first half of the year to 
raise funds for child immunization initiatives 
:: Together, LINE and IVI look to establish closer connections with local communities and 
change people’s lives for the better by communicating on public health topics 
April 23, 2020 
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JEE Alliance  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.jeealliance.org/ 
Selected News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 25 Apr 2020]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
Why protecting and supporting staff in care homes during COVID-… 
Voices from the Field 24 Apr 2020  
 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
Out of view, but not out of mind: MSF's response to COVID-19 in care h… 
Project Update 24 Apr 2020  
 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
Vulnerable communities in the US in urgent need of protection from COVI… 
Project Update 24 Apr 2020  
 
Palestine  
Like a virus, violence spreads in the West Bank amid COVID-19  
Project Update 23 Apr 2020  
 
DRC Ebola outbreaks  
New Ebola cases confirmed in DRC days before expected end of… 
Project Update 23 Apr 2020  
 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
A race against the pandemic – MSF COVID-19 crisis update  
Crisis Update 23 Apr 2020  
 
DRC Ebola outbreaks  
Crisis update - April 2020  
Crisis Update 23 Apr 2020  
 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
MSF launches a COVID-19 emergency response in Timergara,… 
Project Update 22 Apr 2020  
 
Rohingya refugee crisis  
Rohingya refugees left to starve at sea  
Voices from the Field 22 Apr 2020  
 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
MSF provides care to vulnerable people during COVID-19 response in …[Brazil] 
Project Update 22 Apr 2020  
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Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
Concerns mount over COVID-19 response in northeast Syria  
Press Release 22 Apr 2020  
 
Burkina Faso  
COVID-19 will worsen access to healthcare in Burkina Faso  
Project Update 21 Apr 2020  
 
Coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic  
MSF provides support to hospitals and sites in response to COVID-19 …[Sudan] 
Project Update 20 Apr 2020  
 
 
National Vaccine Program Office - U.S. HHS  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.hhs.gov/vaccines/about/index.html 
NVAC 2020 Meetings 
June 9-10, 2020 NVAC Meeting  
September 23-24, 2020 Meeting (Virtual)  
 
 
NIH  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases 
Selected News Releases 
NIAID strategic plan details COVID-19 research priorities 
April 23, 2020 — Urgent public health measures are needed to control the spread of the novel 
coronavirus.  
[See COVID-19 R&D above for detail] 
 
Expert U.S. panel develops NIH treatment guidelines for COVID-19 
April 21, 2020 — “Living document” expected to be updated often as new clinical data accrue.  
   A panel of U.S. physicians, statisticians, and other experts has developed treatment guidelines 
for coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). These guidelines, intended for healthcare providers, 
are based on published and preliminary data and the clinical expertise of the panelists, many of 
whom are frontline clinicians caring for patients during the rapidly evolving pandemic. The 
guidelines are posted online (covid19treatmentguidelines.nih.gov) and will be updated often as 
new data are published in peer-reviewed scientific literature and other authoritative information 
emerges… 
 
 
PATH  [to 25 Apr 2020]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Selected Announcements 
PATH and partners develop and market environmental surveillance tool for polio 
eradication 
April 23, 2020 by PATH  
Partnership ensures global access to an improved filtration system designed to detect poliovirus 
— and potentially COVID-19 
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   Seattle, Washington, USA, April 27, 2020 — This month, PATH, the University of Washington 
(UW), and Scientific Methods Inc. (SMI), a subsidiary of the Institute for Environmental Health 
Laboratories, announced the commercial launch of the bag-mediated filtration system (BMFS) to 
support environmental surveillance of poliovirus (PV). The innovative new system is validated 
for the sensitive capture and detection of PV, and the use of the system for other viruses is 
expected to be equally effective. The tool strengthens environmental surveillance efforts in 
support of the global eradication of polio and potentially in the response to the COVID-19 
pandemic as the filter can capture both viruses at the same time from a sample… 
 
 
Sabin Vaccine Institute  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.sabin.org/updates/pressreleases 
Statements and Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 25 Apr 2020]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
24 April 2020 
COVID-19 responses must uphold and protect the human rights of sex workers  
 
21 April 2020 
Sex workers adapting to COVID-19  
 
20 April 2020 
Wide differences in incidence–prevalence ratio by region  
 
 
UNICEF  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Press release  
COVID-19: UNICEF is scaling up delivery of health and hygiene supplies across Latin 
America and Caribbean 
25/04/2020  
 
Press release 
Over 13 million children did not receive any vaccines at all even before COVID-19 
disrupted global immunization – UNICEF 
   Mass measles immunization campaigns suspended in 25 largely high-burden countries due to 
pandemic 
24/04/2020  
 
Press release 
Thousands of Pacific Island children at risk in the aftermath of Tropical Cyclone 
Harold 
24/04/2020  
 

http://www.sabin.org/updates/pressreleases
http://www.unaids.org/en
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/april/20200424_sex-work
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/april/20200421_indonesia
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/april/20200420_wide-differences-incidence-prevalence-ratio-by-region
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-unicef-scaling-delivery-health-and-hygiene-supplies-across-latin-america
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-unicef-scaling-delivery-health-and-hygiene-supplies-across-latin-america
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-unicef-scaling-delivery-health-and-hygiene-supplies-across-latin-america
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-unicef-scaling-delivery-health-and-hygiene-supplies-across-latin-america
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/over-13-million-children-did-not-receive-any-vaccines-all-even-covid-19-disrupted
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/over-13-million-children-did-not-receive-any-vaccines-all-even-covid-19-disrupted
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/over-13-million-children-did-not-receive-any-vaccines-all-even-covid-19-disrupted
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/over-13-million-children-did-not-receive-any-vaccines-all-even-covid-19-disrupted
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/thousands-pacific-island-children-risk-aftermath-tropical-cyclone-harold
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/thousands-pacific-island-children-risk-aftermath-tropical-cyclone-harold
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/thousands-pacific-island-children-risk-aftermath-tropical-cyclone-harold
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/thousands-pacific-island-children-risk-aftermath-tropical-cyclone-harold


Press release 
World’s most defiantly joyful song rereleased by UNICEF 
   Mama Africa’s smash-hit “Pata Pata” rerecorded by Angelique Kidjo to to spread information 
and hope in a time of Coronavirus 
22/04/2020  
 
Press release 
UNICEF supports the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo in 
continuing immunization in North Kivu during COVID-19 
21/04/2020  
 
Statement 
UN agencies issue urgent call to fund the global emergency supply system to fight 
COVID-19 
21/04/2020  
 
Press release 
Global Report on Food Crises reveals scope of food crises as COVID-19 poses new 
risks to vulnerable countries 
Annual report on acute food insecurity and malnutrition published today 
21/04/2020  
 
Statement 
As COVID-19 pandemic continues, forcibly displaced children need more support 
than ever 
   Joint statement by Henrietta Fore, UNICEF Executive Director, and Filippo Grandi, UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
20/04/2020  
 
Press release 
UNICEF and Microsoft launch global learning platform to help address COVID-19 
education crisis 
   As school closures in more than 190 countries force over 1.57 billion students from their 
classrooms, the Learning Passport aims to keep children learning 
20/04/2020  
 
 
Unitaid  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://unitaid.org/#en 
Featured News 
24 April 2020 
Unitaid responds to global call to action partnership for COVID-19 
 
24 April 2020 
Unitaid reaffirms its commitment to confront malaria in the context of COVID-19 
 
 
Vaccination Acceptance Research Network (VARN)  [to 25 Apr 2020] 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/worlds-most-defiantly-joyful-song-rereleased-unicef
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/worlds-most-defiantly-joyful-song-rereleased-unicef
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-supports-government-democratic-republic-congo-continuing-immunization-north
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-supports-government-democratic-republic-congo-continuing-immunization-north
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-supports-government-democratic-republic-congo-continuing-immunization-north
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-supports-government-democratic-republic-congo-continuing-immunization-north
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/un-agencies-issue-urgent-call-fund-global-emergency-supply-system-fight-covid-19
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/un-agencies-issue-urgent-call-fund-global-emergency-supply-system-fight-covid-19
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/un-agencies-issue-urgent-call-fund-global-emergency-supply-system-fight-covid-19
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/un-agencies-issue-urgent-call-fund-global-emergency-supply-system-fight-covid-19
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/global-report-food-crises-reveals-scope-food-crises-covid-19-poses-new-risks
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/global-report-food-crises-reveals-scope-food-crises-covid-19-poses-new-risks
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/global-report-food-crises-reveals-scope-food-crises-covid-19-poses-new-risks
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/global-report-food-crises-reveals-scope-food-crises-covid-19-poses-new-risks
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-pandemic-continues-forcibly-displaced-children-need-more-support-ever
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-pandemic-continues-forcibly-displaced-children-need-more-support-ever
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-pandemic-continues-forcibly-displaced-children-need-more-support-ever
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-pandemic-continues-forcibly-displaced-children-need-more-support-ever
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-and-microsoft-launch-global-learning-platform-help-address-covid-19-education
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-and-microsoft-launch-global-learning-platform-help-address-covid-19-education
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-and-microsoft-launch-global-learning-platform-help-address-covid-19-education
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-and-microsoft-launch-global-learning-platform-help-address-covid-19-education
https://unitaid.org/#en
https://unitaid.org/news-blog/unitaid-responds-to-global-call-to-action-partnership-for-covid-19/
https://unitaid.org/news-blog/unitaid-reaffirms-its-commitment-to-confront-malaria-in-the-context-of-covid-19/


https://vaccineacceptance.org/news.html#header1-2r 
Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Confidence Project  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/ 
Latest News & Archive 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Education Center – Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center 
April 2020 
Announcements: Updated and new info, essay contest, coronavirus Q&A webpage 
and archived webinar 
 
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
Opinion | 24 April 2020  
Why the world needs $8 billion now to get us to COVID-Zero 
Jeremy Farrar, Director Wellcome  
   Only when we have tools to detect, treat and prevent coronavirus disease everywhere, will 
we be able to stop the pandemic. Developing these tools requires new global partnerships and 
cooperation. 
[See COVID-19 Perspectives above for detail] 
 
Opinion | 24 April 2020  
Developing a vaccine for COVID-19: what can we learn from past outbreaks?  
by Charlie Weller  
 
Explainer | 22 April 2020  
How can we develop a COVID-19 vaccine quickly? 
  A vaccine would be an incredibly powerful tool to slow down the coronavirus pandemic. This is 
how vaccine development needs to change to get to a COVID-19 vaccine. 
 
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WFPHA: World Federation of Public Health Associations  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.wfpha.org/ 
Latest News 
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WFPHA Press Release: Endorse The InterAction Council’s Global Responsibilities and 
an Emergency Framework for Countries and Communities 
Friday, 24 April 2020  
   The World Federation of Public Health Associations (WFPHA) is pleased to endorse the 
InterAction Council of former heads of state and government’s Global Responsibilities and an 
Emergency Framework for Countries and Communities. 
   The InterAction Council’s framework aligns well with the WFPHA’s guiding principles of 
solidarity, social justice, human rights, equity, evidenced-informed policy and practice, and the 
need to address the underlying socio-economic, commercial, human rights-related and political 
determinants of health. The WFPHA’s Global Charter for the Public’s Health aligns well with and 
supports the Framework’s elements. Besides calling for strengthening the primary elements of 
public health (disease and injury prevention, health promotion and health protection) and 
health system operations and measures, the Framework recommends an all-of-society approach 
across all sectors for future pandemic and emergency responses. 
   Please read full document here. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2020/ 
Press Releases 
24/04/20 
Responding to the COVID-19 crisis: the contribution of the veterinary profession 
In the face of the current pandemic, solidarity is key. On the occasion of World Veterinary Day, 
which will be held on April 25th, the OIE pays tribute to the great effort made by the veterinary 
profession to support the human health sector, from research to human sample testing, as well 
as provision of human and material resources.  
  …This pandemic awakens the need for longstanding and sustainable One Health collaboration 
which can take many forms.  
   Beyond collaborative research, the animal health sector, and in particular, Veterinary 
Services, contribute in various ways towards building a common response to the pandemic. In 
many countries, veterinarians have shown their commitment to support the work of human 
health authorities. Veterinary laboratories have used their experience and expertise in high 
throughput testing capacity of infectious diseases to engage in activities such as surveillance 
screening, by testing human samples, thereby supporting the diagnostic capacity of human 
health services. Some veterinary clinics have been donating essential materials such as personal 
protective equipment and ventilators. Veterinary professionals have also been volunteering in 
hospitals and laboratories when human resources were not sufficient. In some countries, 
veterinary epidemiologists have been supporting their counterparts in the public health 
response to track the disease in humans and to support the development of effective public 
health interventions… 
 
:::::: 
 
ARM [Alliance for Regenerative Medicine]  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://alliancerm.org/press-releases/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
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BIO    [to 25 Apr 2020] 
https://www.bio.org/press-releases 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DCVMN – Developing Country Vaccine Manufacturers Network  [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.dcvmn.org/ 
News 
COVID 19 Resources 
 
 
IFPMA   [to 25 Apr 2020] 
http://www.ifpma.org/resources/news-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Publications 
Pharma industry body joins as founding partner a new global collaboration to 
accelerate the development, production and equitable access to new COVID-19 
tools 
Published on: 24 April 2020 
[See COVID-19 R&D above for detail] 
 
IFPMA Backgrounder - COVID-19 
24 April 2020  
[See COVID-19 R&D above for detail] 
 
 
PhRMA    [to 25 Apr 2020]  
http://www.phrma.org/  
Selected Press Releases, Statements 
New report shows nearly 260 vaccines in development, including dozens for COVID-
19 
Andrew Powaleny   |     April 23, 2020 
[See COVID-19 R&D above for detail] 
 
 
   *  *  *  * 

 
Journal Watch 
   Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review continues its weekly scanning of key peer-
reviewed journals to identify and cite articles, commentary and editorials, books reviews and 
other content supporting our focu-s on vaccine ethics and policy. Journal Watch is not intended 
to be exhaustive, but indicative of themes and issues the Center is actively tracking. We 
selectively provide full text of some editorial and comment articles that are specifically relevant 
to our work. Successful access to some of the links provided may require subscription or other 
access arrangement unique to the publisher.  
     If you would like to suggest other journal titles to include in this service, please contact 
David Curry at: david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org 
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American Journal of Infection Control 
April 2020 Volume 48, Issue 4, p355-470  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
April 2020 Volume 58, Issue 4, p473-612  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
April 2020  110(4) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 102, Issue 4, April 2020  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/102/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
21 April 2020 Vol: 172, Issue 8  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
Ideas and Opinions |21 April 2020  
Managing Emerging Infectious Diseases: Should Travel Be the Fifth Vital Sign? Free  
Trish M. Perl, MD, MSc; Connie Savor Price, MD  
 
 
Artificial Intelligence – An International Journal 
Volume 282   May 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/artificial-intelligence/vol/282/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 25 Apr 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
April 2020 - Volume 5 - 4 
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https://gh.bmj.com/content/5/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 25 Apr 2020) 
National Immunization Program Information System: implementation context 
assessment  
The National Immunization Program Information System (SIPNI - Sistema de Informação do 
Programa Nacional de Imunização) in Brazil is a technological innovation management tool that 
enhances the performance of man...  
Authors: Brener Santos Silva, Eliete Albano de Azevedo Guimarães, Valéria Conceição de 
Oliveira, Ricardo Bezerra Cavalcante, Marta Macedo Kerr Pinheiro, Tarcísio Laerte Gontijo, 
Samuel Barroso Rodrigues, Ana Paula Ferreira, Humberto Ferreira de Oliveira Quites and Ione 
Carvalho Pinto 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2020 20:333  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 21 April 2020 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 25 Apr 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 25 Apr 2020)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 25 Apr 2020)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 25 Apr 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 25 Apr 2020) 
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Documentation of vaccine wastage in two different geographic contexts under the 
universal immunization program in India  
Government of India is introducing new and relatively costly vaccines under immunization 
program. Monitoring of vaccine wastage is needed to guide the program implementation and 
forecasting. Under pilot introd...  
Authors: Manoja Kumar Das, Mangla Sood, Muralidhar Parashuram Tambe, Thakur Dutt 
Sharma, Malangori Abdul Gani Parande, Jitendra Bhaskar Surwade, Nandakumar Manikrao 
Salunkhe, Shital Somsing Patil, Bhagwan Pawar, Rajesh Guleri, Chitra Kaushal and Monica 
Sindhu 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2020 20:556  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 25 April 2020 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 25 Apr 2020) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
April 2020 - Volume 10 - 4 
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/10/4?current-issue=y 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization   
Volume 98, Number 4, April 2020, 229-296 
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/98/4/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 46, Issue 3  Pages: 249-396  May 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
March 2020 Volume 42, Issue 3, p379-550, e33-e64  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Clinical Trials 
Volume 17 Issue 1, February 2020  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 

https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-020-08637-1
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-020-08637-1
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/10/4?current-issue=y
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/98/4/en/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/17/1


 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 25 Apr 2020] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 90   March 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/90/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The CRISPR Journal 
Volume 3, Issue 2 / April 2020 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/crispr/3/2 
Editorial  Free 
COVID-19 and the CRISPR Community Response 
Kevin Davies and Rodolphe Barrangou 
Pages:66–67 
Published Online:21 April 2020 
 
Interview  Free 
The CRISPR-RNA World: An Interview with Martin Jínek 
Kevin Davies and Martin Jínek 
Pages:68–72 
Published Online:21 April 2020 
 
Perspective 
Ethics and Global Governance of Human Germline Genome Editing: The Problem of 
Techno-Scientific Colonialist Paternalism 
Gabriela Arguedas-Ramírez 
Pages:83–88 
Published Online:21 April 2020 
https://doi.org/10.1089/crispr.2019.0045 
Abstract 
I want to enrich the debate about the ethics and governance of human germline editing (HGE) 
by emphasizing an underappreciated, yet important, set of concerns regarding exclusionary 
practices, norms, and efforts that impede a broader discussion about the subject. The possibility 
for establishing a binding, global, regulatory framework is influenced by economic and 
geopolitical factors as well as historical processes and sociopolitical problems, such as anti-
scientific social movements and the politicization of science. Likewise, it is influenced by 
different understanding, epistemic resources, and goals between the CRISPR/genome editing 
community and the rest of society. In this Perspective, I explain the concept of “techno-
scientific colonialist paternalism” and why it negatively affects our discussion around HGE. I also 
discuss the pitfalls of scientific self-regulation, and finally, I advocate that the implementation of 
HGE should cease to allow time and care for a thoughtful global discussion to emerge. 
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Current Genetic Medicine Reports 
Volume 8, Issue 1, March 2020 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40142/8/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
April 2020 - Volume 33 - Issue 2  
https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
Volume 20, Issue 1  Pages: 1-60  March 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 30, Issue 2, 2020 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 
 
Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 14 - Issue 1 - February 2020  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-
preparedness/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
Volume 44, Issue 2  Pages: 233-432  April 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677717/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
EMBO Reports  
Volume 21  Issue 4  3 April 2020 
https://www.embopress.org/toc/14693178/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 26, Number 4—April 2020 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
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[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 30  March 2020 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/epidemics/vol/30/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 148 - 2020  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & Human Research  
Volume 42, Issue 2   Pages: 1-33   March–April 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/25782363/current 
Incidental Findings :: Data Sharing N‐of‐1 Trials :: Deception 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 30, Issue 1, February 2020 
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/30/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Gates Open Research 
https://gatesopenresearch.org/browse/articles 
[Accessed 25 Apr 2020] 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Genome Medicine 
https://genomemedicine.biomedcentral.com/articles 
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Questions for future evidence-informed policy initiatives: insights from the 
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ABSTRACT 
Clinical research is important in establishing the effects of health-care interventions. Vaccine 
clinical trials are to examine the effectiveness and safety of vaccines for the prevention of 
diseases. Africa has a high burden of infectious diseases such as malaria, tuberculosis, 
HIV/AIDS, and Ebola virus disease. Here we report a database surveillance study of vaccine-
related clinical trials conducted in Africa. An objective is to address and profile vaccine clinical 
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Registry Platform on 22 July 2018 and updated on 05 September 2019. We found that 61% of 
the 377 clinical trials were registered prospectively and 35% registered retrospectively. About 
72% of the trials were single-country studies and within the country, most trials (86%) were 
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disease (6%). Most of the vaccine trials were conducted in adults (42%). The trials ranged from 
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conduct of vaccine clinical trials in Africa seeks to address the disease epidemics faced by the 
continent. There is a need for more investments from governmental bodies toward vaccine 
research in Africa. Further, African country collaborations are needed in efforts to find African 
solutions to the current infectious disease threats faced by the continent. 
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This case series describes reverse transcriptase–polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) test results 
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This Viewpoint discusses Kaiser Permanente in Northern California’s transition from a 
containment strategy for coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)—isolation or quarantine of 
exposed or infected patients—to a mitigation strategy comprising elements such as droplet and 
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This JAMA Insights article reviews care for the most severely ill patients with coronavirus 
disease 2019 (COVID-19), including standards of management of ARDS, preventing SARS-CoV-
2 spread in health care settings, and surge preparation. 
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Abstract 
As the lockdowns are being observed all over the globe and the national level pharmacy 
professionals are performing frontline roles, this editorial highlights the role of pharmacists in 
the COVID − 19 pandemic. Pharmacists globally are providing services amidst pandemic, 
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facilities such as hospitals and GP practices. Pharmacists are also working to providing home 
deliveries, as well as dealing with the increasing number of patients coming through to 
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Pakistan is used as a country case study in this editorial. The editorial also elaborates how 
pharmacists in the UK and Pakistan have teamed up together to compile 10-steps protection 
guidelines for the pharmacy teams in Pakistan in English and Urdu language. This 10-point 
guidance educates community pharmacies for safety and standard operation as the number of 
patients in the country continues to rise. These guidelines are endorsed by the government and 
private bodies. These can be adopted and adapted by any country; keeping in view their laws 
and regulations. 
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   Outbreaks of serotype 2 vaccine-derived poliovirus can be traced to use of the oral poliovirus 
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Abstract 
Precision medicine is beginning to make an impact on the treatment of different diseases, but 
there are still challenges that must be overcome, such as the complexity of interventions, the 
need for marker validation, and the level of evidence necessary to demonstrate effectiveness. 
In this Perspective, we describe how evidence landscapes can help to address these challenges. 
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Assessment of the long-term efficacy of a dengue vaccine against symptomatic, 
virologically-confirmed dengue disease by baseline dengue serostatus 
Gustavo H. Dayan, Edith Langevin, Peter B. Gilbert, Yukun Wu, ... Carlos A. DiazGranados 
Pages 3531-3536 
Abstract 
CYD-TDV is a live, attenuated, tetravalent dengue vaccine licensed in 21 countries. We 
undertook a post-hoc analysis of the long-term efficacy of CYD-TDV during the surveillance 
expansion phase (SEP) of two Phase III studies (CYD14 in the Asia-Pacific region; CYD15 in 
Latin America). The SEP included approximately Year 5 and the entire Year 6 of follow-up after 
the first study injection. Vaccine efficacy against symptomatic virologically-confirmed dengue 
(VCD) was assessed by participant age (any age, ≥9, <9, 2–5, and 6–8 years at the time of the 
first injection) and baseline dengue serostatus using a case-cohort framework. Baseline dengue 
serostatus was estimated by several methods including logistic regression-based multiple 
imputation (MI) to predict PRNT50 with key predictor being Month 13 (M13) anti-non-structural 
protein (NS1) titers; superlearner-based imputation by targeted minimum loss based estimation 
(TMLE); and M13 anti-NS1 titer threshold 9 EU/mL (NS1 M13). There were 436 symptomatic 
VCD cases (CYD14: n = 360; CYD15: n = 76) during the SEP. Vaccine efficacy in seropositive 
participants aged ≥9 years was assessed by MI (47.9% [95% CI 19.4; 66.3]), TMLE (53.0% 
[95% CI 23; 71]), and NS1 M13 (52.4% [95% CI 30.8; 67.3]). Vaccine efficacy estimates were 
lower in seropositive individuals aged <9 years compared with individuals ≥9 years. Among 
seropositive individuals aged 2–5 and 6–8 years, vaccine efficacy across the different 
approaches for assessing serostatus ranged from between −25.7 to 36.9% and 44.4 to 64.7% 
during the SEP, respectively. In the pooled CYD14/15 data of seronegatives, vaccine efficacy 
was null to modest. In conclusion, CYD-TDV was shown to maintain efficacy against 
symptomatic VCD in seropositive participants aged ≥9 years up to six years after the first dose. 
Persistence of efficacy was also observed in seropositive participants aged 6–8 years. 
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THEMED SECTION: VALUE-BASED CONTRACTING 
Is There a Future for Value-Based Contracting? 
Joshua P. Cohen 
p416–417 
Published online: February 28, 2020 
   Value in healthcare is measured in terms of the patient outcomes achieved per dollars spent. 
As such, when payers and policy makers measure the output of healthcare systems, it is not the 
volume of services delivered that matters, but rather the outcomes. In light of this, there has 
been an uptick in interest in value- or outcomes-based contracts. These contracts are supposed 
to reflect pay-for-performance arrangements, which reimburse for the value a technology or 
health service adds when it achieves a certain level of improvement in a patient's condition. 
 
Pharmaceutical Products and Their Value: Lessons Learned and the Path Ahead 
Anna Kaltenboeck 
p421–424 
Published online: March 29, 2020 
Abstract  
Steep increases in prices and spending on prescription drugs in the United States have triggered 
public outrage and questions over their value. Value-based pricing has emerged as a preferred 
alternative to prices determined by what the market will bear. In response, manufacturers and 
health plans have begun to publicize their efforts to engage in outcomes-based contracts and 
long-term financing agreements, which they describe as value-based. Nevertheless, both 
contracting approaches perpetuate existing distortions in the financial incentives of supply chain 
and prescribing intermediaries, and fail to realign the prices of drugs to their value to patients, 
the healthcare system, or society. This commentary describes the challenges of managing drugs 
according to their value, and describes several alternatives that promise greater impact than 
contracting strategies.  
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Media/Policy Watch 
  This watch section is intended to alert readers to substantive news, analysis and opinion from 
the general media and selected think tanks and similar organizations on vaccines, immunization, 
global public health and related themes. Media Watch is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative of themes and issues CVEP is actively tracking. This section will grow from an initial 
base of newspapers, magazines and blog sources, and is segregated from Journal Watch above 
which scans the peer-reviewed journal ecology.  
  We acknowledge the Western/Northern bias in this initial selection of titles and invite 
suggestions for expanded coverage. We are conservative in our outlook in adding news sources 
which largely report on primary content we are already covering above. Many electronic media 
sources have tiered, fee-based subscription models for access. We will provide full-text where 
content is published without restriction, but most publications require registration and some 
subscription level. 
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