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Milestones :: Perspectives :: Research 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Measles 
 
UNICEF delivers over 260,000 vaccines and medical supplies to fight measles 
outbreaks in Samoa, Fiji and Tonga 
Delivers 115,500 doses of measles vaccines to worst-affected Samoa 
SUVA, 28 November 2019: UNICEF is supporting the Governments of Samoa, Fiji and the 
Kingdom of Tonga to respond to the current measles outbreak in the Pacific region. As of 28 
November, almost 300,000 vaccines and medical supplies have been delivered to reach those 
populations most at-risk in Samoa, Fiji, the Kingdom of Tonga, Vanuatu, Cook Islands, Nauru, 
Niue, Tokelau and Tuvalu.   
 
UNICEF is responding to the outbreak together with the World Health Organisation (WHO) and 
other partners. UNICEF’s response is being conducted with the support of the Australian 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) and New Zealand’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade (MFAT). 
 
SAMOA 
The Government of Samoa officially declared a state of emergency on 15 November 2019. 
UNICEF has delivered a total of 115,500 doses of measles vaccines to Samoa since 1 October, 
including the required diluent, syringes and safety boxes, as well as sufficient supplies of 
Vitamin A. 
 
The national Measles Vaccination Campaign began on 20 November 2019 with mobile outreach 
vaccination sites and teams, and special vaccine booths. Since the launch of the campaign, the 
Ministry of Health has successfully vaccinated more than 33,500 individuals in both Upolu and 
Savai’i. 
 
UNICEF has delivered six 42 sqm tents, which will be used as vaccination sites or isolation 
wards for patients with measles. Six specially designed refrigerators and three emergency 
trolleys will also be provided to the Ministry of Health, to ensure the cold chain is maintained 
and vaccines are effective when given at vaccination sites. 
 
FIJI 
Fiji declared a measles outbreak on 7 November 2019. Since 1 October, UNICEF has delivered a 
total of 135,000 doses of measles vaccines with required diluent, syringes and safety boxes. An 
additional 200,000 vaccines are en route to Fiji. 
 
KINGDOM OF TONGA  
A measles outbreak was also declared in the Kingdom of Tonga on 24 October 2019. Since 1 
October, UNICEF has delivered a total of 12,000 measles vaccines including required diluent, 
syringes and safety boxes, to Tonga. Two refrigerators, for the vaccine cold chain, will also be 
provided along with an additional 6,000 doses of vaccines. 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-delivers-over-260000-vaccines-and-medical-supplies-fight-measles-outbreaks
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-delivers-over-260000-vaccines-and-medical-supplies-fight-measles-outbreaks
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-delivers-over-260000-vaccines-and-medical-supplies-fight-measles-outbreaks
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-delivers-over-260000-vaccines-and-medical-supplies-fight-measles-outbreaks


 
 
UNICEF and WHO have jointly prepared a communication toolkit and resources to be used for 
measles prevention, which has been shared with all Pacific Island governments, including 
Samoa, Fiji and the Kingdom of Tonga. The toolkit is a regional resource, which countries can 
use and adapt to their country’s needs. It includes a range of communication products targeting 
three main audiences: travellers, general public and health workers. 
 
:::::: 
 
4,500 children under the age of five died from measles in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo so far this year 
Statement by UNICEF Representative in the DRC Edouard Beigbeder 
KINSHASA, 27 November 2019 - “Since the beginning of the year, more than 5,000 people have 
died due to measles, over 90 per cent of them children under the age of five. 
 
“While the Ebola outbreak, which has claimed more than 2,000 lives in the Eastern DRC, has 
commanded sustained international attention, measles, which has claimed more than twice as 
many lives, continues to be underreported. 
 
“Violence and insecurity, lack of access to healthcare and shortages of vaccines and medical kits 
in the worst-affected areas have meant that thousands of children have missed out on 
vaccinations, with potentially deadly consequences. Cultural beliefs and traditional healthcare 
practices also often get in the way of vaccinating children against measles and treating those 
with symptoms. 
 
“Despite the many challenges, we have the tools and the knowledge to prevent measles with a 
safe, effective and affordable vaccine. The key is to reach every single child, no matter where 
they are. 
 
“UNICEF and partners are conducting measles vaccination campaigns in the worst-affected 
areas and supplying clinics with medicine to treat symptoms. So far, we have distributed 1,317 
medical measles kits - containing antibiotics, rehydration salts, Vitamin A and other medicines - 
to affected health zones to treat children with complications. 
 
“Yet these measures can only ever be a short-term solution, as significant investment in 
strengthening DRC’s national vaccination programme and wider health care systems is crucial to 
guarantee the health and wellbeing of the country’s children.” 
 
::::::  
 
Measles – Global situation 
Disease outbreak news = WHO 
27 November 2019  
Many countries around the world are experiencing measles outbreaks. As of 5 November 2019, 
there have been 440,263 confirmed cases reported to WHO through official monthly reporting 
by 187 Member States in 2019.  
 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/4500-children-under-age-five-died-measles-democratic-republic-congo-so-far-year
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The following is a brief update on the global measles situation based on information shared by 
Member States with WHO. Note that this is an evolving situation and data is constantly 
updated. Data below are based on the latest information available to WHO.  
 
African Region 
Large measles outbreaks are being reported in several countries in the region. Outbreaks are 
ongoing in Madagascar and Nigeria ; although the rate of new cases is decreasing, cases are 
still being reported weekly. As of 17 November 2019, a total of 250,270 suspected cases with 
5,110 associated deaths have been reported by the Democratic Republic of the Congo, an 
increase in more than 8,000 cases compared to the previous week. All provinces are affected, 
and a national outbreak response vaccination campaign is ongoing in phases and should be 
completed by the end of the year. As of 13 November, Guinea had 4,690 suspected measles 
cases, 1,091 of which were confirmed. Outbreak vaccination response activities are underway. 
As of 17 November 2019, Chad had reported 25,596 suspected cases in 94% of their districts; 
outbreak response vaccination is planned.  
 
Eastern Mediterranean Region 
From 1 January through 17 November 2019, Lebanon reported 1,060 confirmed cases of 
measles1 (For more information, please see Disease Outbreak News (DON) published on 
measles in Lebanon on 22 October 2019). As of 8 November 2019, current outbreaks of 
concern include Yemen with 5,847 confirmed cases, Sudan with 3,659 confirmed cases, Somalia 
with 2,795 cases, Pakistan with 1,978 confirmed cases, Tunisia with 1,367 cases, and Iraq with 
1,222 cases of measles.  
 
European Region 
Many countries in Europe experienced large outbreaks in 2019. From 1 January through 5 
November 2019, Ukraine has reported 56,802 cases, followed by Kazakhstan with 10,126 cases, 
Georgia with 3,904 cases, Russian Federation with 3,521 cases, Turkey with 2,666 cases, and 
Kyrgyzstan with 2,228 cases of measles. Some of these outbreaks (e.g. Georgia, Russian 
Federation, Turkey) have resolved.  
 
Region of the Americas 
From 1 January through 9 November 2019, Brazil reported 11,887 confirmed cases of measles, 
with the majority of cases in Sao Paulo. A vaccination response is underway.  
 
During the same time, Venezuela reported 520 measles cases with no new case being reported 
in the last 14 weeks. Colombia has reported 215 cases which were likely acquired in Venezuela. 
In the United States, two large sustained outbreaks in New York State have also been declared 
over; however, small outbreaks are still occurring in other states within the United States. 2 
 
South-East Asia Region 
From 1 January through 18 November, Bangladesh has reported 4,181 confirmed cases of 
measles. Much of the current, growing outbreak is centered in Rohingya refugee camps in Cox’s 
Bazaar; vaccination efforts continue. Myanmar has had 5,286 cases though their outbreak 
appears to be resolving after two rounds of outbreak response immunization. A nationwide 
vaccination campaign for children aged 9-65 months is ongoing. There is a need to also 
vaccinate previously unreached adults to stop the current ongoing transmission.  
 

https://www.who.int/csr/don/22-october-2019-measles-lebanon/en/
https://www.who.int/csr/don/22-october-2019-measles-lebanon/en/


During the same time, Thailand reported 4,852 cases, and a vaccination campaign targeting 
children between 1-12 years of age is ongoing; however, there is a need to conduct vaccination 
campaigns for susceptible populations born between 1984 to 2000 as well as migrant 
populations in industrial areas, people participating in travel and tours company and such other 
establishments.  
 
Western Pacific Region 
Outbreaks in the Philippines and Viet Nam earlier in 2019 drove the increase in cases in the 
Region, but new cases are decreasing in these countries. As of 20 November 2019, current 
outbreaks include New Zealand with 2,084 confirmed cases, of which 80% are in the Auckland 
region 3 ; Cambodia has 490 cases with cases occurring in all provinces.  
 
From 1 January through 23 November 2019, multiple countries in the Pacific Islands are 
experiencing outbreaks including Tonga (310 cases), Fiji (10 cases)4 , and American Samoa (2 
cases). As of 26 November, the Samoa Ministry of Health confirmed a total of 2,437 cases and 
32 associated deaths, with 243 new cases reported within the last 24 hours 5 . These islands 
are conducting outbreak response activities and mitigation measures, including vaccination 
campaigns.  
 
Public health response 
WHO and partners coordinate their support to Member States for the following activities: 
:: Enhancing preparedness for measles outbreak response 
:: Strengthening public trust in vaccines 
:: Strengthening surveillance, risk assessment and outbreak investigations 
:: Improving clinical management of measles cases 
:: Implementing outbreak response immunization activities 
:: Evaluating outbreak response activities  
 
WHO has established a measles outbreaks Incident Management Support system to coordinate 
its support to affected countries. 
 
WHO risk assessment 
Measles is a highly contagious viral disease which affects susceptible individuals of all ages and 
remains one of the leading causes of death among young children globally, despite the 
availability of safe and effective measles-containing vaccines. It is transmitted via droplets from 
the nose, mouth, or throat of infected persons. Initial symptoms, which usually appear 10–12 
days after infection, include high fever, usually accompanied by one or several of the following: 
runny nose, conjunctivitis, cough and tiny white spots on the inside of the mouth. Several days 
later, a rash develops, starting on the face and upper neck and gradually spreads downwards. A 
patient is infectious four days before the start of the rash to four days after the appearance of 
the rash. Most people recover within 2–3 weeks.  
 
Even with implementation of routine immunization, measles continues to circulate globally due 
to suboptimal vaccination coverage and population immunity gaps. Any community with less 
than 95% population immunity is at risk for an outbreak. If an outbreak response is not timely 
and comprehensive, the virus will find its way into more pockets of vulnerable individuals and 
potentially spread within and beyond the affected countries.  
 



The impact on public health will persist until the ongoing outbreaks are controlled, routine 
immunization coverage is continuously high (≥ 95%) and immunity gaps in the population are 
closed. As long as measles continues to circulate anywhere in the world, no country can be 
assured to avoid importation. However, countries can protect their populations through high 
vaccine coverage achieved primarily through routine immunization programmes, and where 
necessary through supplemental immunization activities designed to assure that susceptible 
individuals are vaccinated. 
 
WHO advice 
Immunization is the most effective preventive measure against measles. Two doses of measles-
containing-vaccine are recommended to ensure immunity. 
 
While there is no specific antiviral treatment for measles,prompt provision of vitamin A is 
recommended by WHO for all children infected with measles. It is critical to quickly recognize 
and treat complications of measles in order to reduce mortality and severity of disease.  
 
WHO urges all Member States to do the following: 
:: Maintain high measles vaccination coverage (≥ 95%) with two doses of measles-containing-
vaccine, in every district; 
:: Offer vaccination to individuals who do not have proof of vaccination or immunity against 
measles, and who are at risk of infection and transmission of the virus, such as healthcare 
workers, people working in tourism and transportation, and international travelers; 
:: Strengthen epidemiological surveillance for cases of ‘fever with rash’ for timely detection of all 
suspected cases of measles in public and private healthcare facilities; 
:: Ensure that collected blood samples from suspect measles cases appropriately tested by 
laboratories within five days; 
:: All countries need to provide a rapid response to imported measles cases to prevent the 
establishment or re-establishment of endemic transmission; 
:: Recognize complications early and provide comprehensive treatment to reduce the severity of 
disease and avoid unnecessary deaths. 
:: Administer vitamin A supplementation to all children diagnosed with measles to reduce the 
complications and mortality (two doses of 50, 000 IU for a child less than 6 month of age, 
1,00,000 IU for children between 6 and12 months of age or 2,00,000 IU for children 12-59 
months, immediately upon diagnosis and on the following day. 
:: Ensure health care workers are vaccinated in order to avoid infections acquired in a health 
care setting. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Policy/Regulation 
 
Regulating Medicines in a Globalized World: The Need for Increased Reliance Among 
Regulators  
National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine; doi.org/10.17226/25594. 
Alastair Wood and Patricia Cuff, Editors  
November 2019 :: 160 pages 

https://www.nap.edu/catalog/25594/regulating-medicines-in-a-globalized-world-the-need-for-increased?utm_source=NASEM+News+and+Publications&utm_campaign=ac659363e8-NAP_mail_new_2019_11_25&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_96101de015-ac659363e8-102230837&goal=0_96101de015-ac659363e8-102230837&mc_cid=ac659363e8&mc_eid=1e1269f43d
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/25594/regulating-medicines-in-a-globalized-world-the-need-for-increased?utm_source=NASEM+News+and+Publications&utm_campaign=ac659363e8-NAP_mail_new_2019_11_25&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_96101de015-ac659363e8-102230837&goal=0_96101de015-ac659363e8-102230837&mc_cid=ac659363e8&mc_eid=1e1269f43d


Open Access - PDF: 
https://www.nap.edu/login.php?record_id=25594&page=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nap.edu%2F
download%2F25594 
Description 
   Globalization is rapidly changing lives and industries around the world. Drug development, 
authorization, and regulatory supervision have become international endeavors, with most 
medicines becoming global commodities. Drug companies utilize global supply chains that often 
include facilities in countries with inconsistent regulations from those of the United States, 
perform pivotal trials in multiple countries to support registration submissions in various 
jurisdictions, and subsequently market their medicines throughout most of the world. These 
companies operate across borders and require individual national regulators to ensure that 
drugs authorized for use in their countries are safe and effective, and appropriate for their 
health care system and their population. This process involves significant resources and often 
duplicative work. It is important to consider how this process can be improved in order to better 
allocate resources, time, and efforts to improve public health. 
   Regulating Medicines in a Globalized World: The Need for Increased Reliance Among 
Regulators considers the role of mutual recognition and other reliance activities among 
regulators in contributing to enhancing public health. This report identifies opportunities for 
leveraging reliance activities more broadly in order to potentially impact public health globally. 
Key topics in this report include the job of medicines regulators in today’s world, what policy 
makers need to know about today’s regulatory environment, stakeholder views of recognition 
and reliance, as well as removing impediments and facilitating action for greater recognition 
and reliance among regulatory authorities. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Emergencies 
 
Ebola – DRC+ 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Ebola Outbreak in DRC 69: 26 November 2019 
Situation Update 
In the week of 18 to 24 November 2019, seven new confirmed EVD cases were reported from 
four health zones in two affected provinces in Democratic Republic of the Congo. The majority 
of the confirmed cases in this week came from Mabalako Health Zone (57%; n=4).  
 
Violence and civil unrest in the week have led to the suspension of Ebola response activities in 
some areas of Beni, Butembo, and Oicha health zones. On 26 November 2019, some response 
personnel were temporarily relocated from Beni, though most remain in place to continue 
responding. The immediate focus will be on maintaining the safety and welfare of response 
personnel while preserving essential response activities in these places.  
 
The disruptions to the response and lack of access to Ebola-affected communities is threatening 
to reverse recent progress. As seen previously during this outbreak, such disruptions limit 
contact tracing, surveillance, and vaccination efforts, and they often result in increased 
transmission… 

https://www.nap.edu/login.php?record_id=25594&page=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nap.edu%2Fdownload%2F25594
https://www.nap.edu/login.php?record_id=25594&page=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nap.edu%2Fdownload%2F25594
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/329980/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20191126-eng.pdf


 
:::::: 
 
Dead and injured following attacks on Ebola responders in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo 
Attacks in eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo 
28 November 2019   News release 
   Two attacks in eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) have killed 4 workers 
responding to the Ebola outbreak and injured 5 others. 
   The attacks occurred overnight on a shared living camp in Biakato Mines and an Ebola 
response coordination office in Mangina. 
   We are heartbroken that people have died in the line of duty as they worked to save others,” 
said Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, World Health Organization Director-General. “The world 
has lost brave professionals.” 
   The dead include a member of a vaccination team, two drivers and a police officer. No WHO 
staff are among those killed, one staff member was injured.  
   “My heart goes out to the family and friends of the first responders killed in these attacks,” 
said Dr Matshidiso Moeti, WHO Regional Director for Africa. “We are doing everything possible 
to bring the injured and front-line workers in the impacted areas to safety. These constant 
attacks must stop. We will continue to work with the DRC Government, partners and MONUSCO 
to ensure the security of our staff and other health workers.”… 
 
:::::: 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
Online November 27, 2019 
DOI: 10.1056/NEJMoa1910993 
Original Article 
A Randomized, Controlled Trial of Ebola Virus Disease Therapeutics 
Sabue Mulangu, M.D., Lori E. Dodd, Ph.D., Richard T. Davey, Jr., M.D., Olivier Tshiani Mbaya, 
M.D., Michael Proschan, Ph.D., Daniel Mukadi, M.D., Mariano Lusakibanza Manzo, Ph.D., Didier 
Nzolo, M.D., Antoine Tshomba Oloma, M.D., Augustin Ibanda, B.S., Rosine Ali, M.S., Sinaré 
Coulibaly, M.D., Adam C. Levine, M.D., Rebecca Grais, Ph.D., Janet Diaz, M.D., H. Clifford Lane, 
M.D., Jean-Jacques Muyembe-Tamfum, M.D., and the PALM Writing Group for the PALM 
Consortium Study Team* 
Abstract 
Background 
Although several experimental therapeutics for Ebola virus disease (EVD) have been developed, 
the safety and efficacy of the most promising therapies need to be assessed in the context of a 
randomized, controlled trial. 
Methods 
We conducted a trial of four investigational therapies for EVD in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, where an outbreak began in August 2018. Patients of any age who had a positive result 
for Ebola virus RNA on reverse-transcriptase–polymerase-chain-reaction assay were enrolled. All 
patients received standard care and were randomly assigned in a 1:1:1:1 ratio to intravenous 
administration of the triple monoclonal antibody ZMapp (the control group), the antiviral agent 
remdesivir, the single monoclonal antibody MAb114, or the triple monoclonal antibody REGN-
EB3. The REGN-EB3 group was added in a later version of the protocol, so data from these 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/28-11-2019-dead-and-injured-following-attacks-on-ebola-responders-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/28-11-2019-dead-and-injured-following-attacks-on-ebola-responders-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa1910993?query=main_nav_lg
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa1910993?query=main_nav_lg#header_fn1


patients were compared with those of patients in the ZMapp group who were enrolled at or 
after the time the REGN-EB3 group was added (the ZMapp subgroup). The primary end point 
was death at 28 days. 
Results 
A total of 681 patients were enrolled from November 20, 2018, to August 9, 2019, at which 
time the data and safety monitoring board recommended that patients be assigned only to the 
MAb114 and REGN-EB3 groups for the remainder of the trial; the recommendation was based 
on the results of an interim analysis that showed superiority of these groups to ZMapp and 
remdesivir with respect to mortality. At 28 days, death had occurred in 61 of 174 patients 
(35.1%) in the MAb114 group, as compared with 84 of 169 (49.7%) in the ZMapp group 
(P=0.007), and in 52 of 155 (33.5%) in the REGN-EB3 group, as compared with 79 of 154 
(51.3%) in the ZMapp subgroup (P=0.002). A shorter duration of symptoms before admission 
and lower baseline values for viral load and for serum creatinine and aminotransferase levels 
each correlated with improved survival. Four serious adverse events were judged to be 
potentially related to the trial drugs. 
Conclusions 
Both MAb114 and REGN-EB3 were superior to ZMapp in reducing mortality from EVD. 
Scientifically and ethically sound clinical research can be conducted during disease outbreaks 
and can help inform the outbreak response. (Funded by the National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases and others; PALM ClinicalTrials.gov number, NCT03719586. opens in new 
tab.) 
 
:::::: 
 
Investigational Drugs Reduce Risk of Death from Ebola Virus Disease – NIH 
Study Leaders Publish Results from NIH-DRC-WHO Clinical Trial of Four Experimental Therapies.  
November 27, 2019  
The investigational therapeutics mAb114 and REGN-EB3 offer patients a greater chance of 
surviving Ebola virus disease (EVD) compared to the investigational treatment ZMapp, according 
to published results from a clinical trial conducted in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC). The new report also shows that early diagnosis and treatment are associated with an 
increased likelihood of survival from EVD. 

The results appear online this week in the New England Journal of Medicine. An announcement 
made on August 12, 2019, noted that the study leaders halted the trial early, on August 9, 
2019, as recommended by an independent data and safety monitoring board based on its 
review of preliminary data from 499 study patients. The preliminary analysis found that both 
mAb114 and REGN-EB3 performed better than ZMapp. The fourth drug, remdesivir, performed 
similarly to ZMapp. Today’s publication provides a comprehensive analysis of the full dataset 
from nearly 200 additional patients enrolled in the clinical study. 

The clinical trial known as PALM, short for “Pamoja Tulinde Maisha,” a Kiswahili phrase that 
translates to “together save lives,” was organized by an international research consortium 
coordinated by the World Health Organization (WHO). It is led and funded by the DRC’s 
National Institute for Biomedical Research (INRB) and Ministry of Health, and the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), part of the U.S. National Institutes of 
Health. Professor Jean-Jacques Muyembe-Tamfum, M.D., Ph.D., director-general of the INRB 

http://clinicaltrials.gov/show/NCT03719586
http://clinicaltrials.gov/show/NCT03719586
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/investigational-drugs-reduce-risk-death-ebola-virus-disease
https://www.niaid.nih.gov/news-events/independent-monitoring-board-recommends-early-termination-ebola-therapeutics-trial-drc
https://www.niaid.nih.gov/news-events/independent-monitoring-board-recommends-early-termination-ebola-therapeutics-trial-drc
http://www.inrb.cd/


and head of the DRC’s Ebola response, and Richard T. Davey, Jr., M.D., deputy director of 
NIAID’s Division of Clinical Research, are co-principal investigators for the study. 

“Response teams have faced unprecedented challenges in ongoing efforts to save lives and 
control the outbreak of Ebola in a highly insecure region of the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo,” said NIAID Director Anthony S. Fauci, M.D. “Although effective treatments alone will 
not end this outbreak, the PALM study findings identify the first efficacious treatments for Ebola 
virus disease and therefore mark a significant step forward in improving care for Ebola patients. 
We thank the study team for their extraordinary efforts to conduct this landmark trial.” 

The study enrolled 681 people with Ebola virus disease between November 2018 and August 
2019 at four Ebola treatment centers (ETCs) in the cities of Beni, Butembo, Katwa and Mangina. 
Staff from The Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA), International Medical Corps 
(IMC), Médecins Sans Frontières/Doctors Without Borders (MSF) and the DRC Ministry of Health 
implemented the trial at the ETCs with support from Congolese staff, the World Health 
Organization, the Frederick National Laboratory for Cancer Research and The Mitchell Group. 

The study was designed to compare mortality among patients who received one of three 
investigational Ebola drugs with that from a control group of patients who received the 
investigational monoclonal antibody cocktail ZMapp, developed by Mapp Biopharmaceutical, Inc. 
The other therapies were mAb114, a single monoclonal antibody product developed for clinical 
use by NIAID’s Vaccine Research Center and the INRB and licensed to Ridgeback 
Biotherapeutics and Mapp Biopharmaceutical; REGN-EB3, a monoclonal antibody cocktail 
developed by Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Inc.; and remdesivir, an antiviral drug developed by 
Gilead Sciences, Inc. The Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA), 
part of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, also has provided support for the 
development of REGN-EB3, ZMapp and mAb114. 

The four therapies are administered as intravenous infusions. REGN-EB3 and mAb114 are 
administered as single infusions and ZMapp and remdesivir are administered as infusions over 
multiple days. Study participants also received optimized supportive care, including oral and/or 
intravenous fluids, electrolyte replacement, monitoring of oxygen levels and blood pressure 
(with supportive measures as needed), blood transfusions, pain management, and antibiotics 
and antimalarials as indicated…. 

All four study drugs were generally well tolerated. There were a total of four serious adverse 
events that were judged to be potentially related to the experimental drugs. Three of these 
were in two of the patients who received ZMapp. One was in a patient who received remdesivir. 

The authors note that despite encouraging findings regarding mAb114 and REGN-EB3, 
approximately one-third of patients who received these therapeutics died, highlighting the 
potential to improve upon these results, whether through further optimization of supportive 
care, combination therapy using agents with complementary mechanisms of action or other 
strategies. 

“Despite unprecedented challenges — including an unstable electrical power grid and 
evacuations of staff and patients from treatment centers due to violent attacks — the PALM trial 
demonstrates that scientifically rigorous and ethically sound clinical research can be conducted 



during disease outbreaks,” said H. Clifford Lane, M.D., NIAID deputy director for Clinical 
Research and Special Projects. “We thank the patients and the medical staff in the field and at 
the treatment sites for their participation and exceptional commitment to the trial.”… 

:::::: 
:::::: 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Polio this week as of 20 November 2019   
:: A four-day regional emergency preparedness workshop is currently underway in Lomé, Togo, 
for senior public health officials to strengthen the capabilities within West African countries to 
respond to polio outbreaks. Read more about the workshop. 
:: “It was good to know that a country like India could eradicate polio. It gives us hope that 
Pakistan can do it too, and we will soon be polio free.” These are the words of Aziz Memon, a 
Rotarian who has dedicated his life to fight polio in Pakistan. Read about his journey. 
 
Summary of new viruses this week (AFP cases and ES positives):  
:: Pakistan— five WPV1 cases, two cVDPV2 cases and one cVDPV2 positive environmental 
sample;  
:: Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR Congo)- five cVDPV2 cases;  
:: Benin – four cVDPV2 cases;  
:: Ghana— four cVDPV2 cases and two cVDPV2 positive environmental samples;  
:: Philippines – three cVDPV2 cases and five cVDPV2 positive environmental samples;  
:: Togo – two cVDPV2 cases. 
 
:::::: 
 
More than 3.1 million Iraqi children to be vaccinated against polio  
Baghdad, 26 November 2019 – Health authorities in Iraq, in partnership with the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and UNICEF, have launched a campaign to reach more than 3.1 million 
children under-5 years of age with lifesaving polio vaccine. 
 
The 5-day campaign aims to target children in 65 districts in the governorates of Baghdad, 
Babylon, Diwaniya, Diyala, Muthanna, Thi-Qar, Missan and Basra. 
 
“Over the years, WHO, the Ministry of Health and UNICEF have worked hard to improve 
immunization coverage in the country. Therefore, it is important that we keep building on our 
work by making sure that children are vaccinated against childhood preventable diseases like 
polio and we keep Iraq polio free,” said Dr Adham Ismail, WHO Representative for Iraq. “During 
this second phase of the campaign, we want to reach all the children under 5 regardless of their 
previous vaccination status with oral polio vaccine leaving no one out no matter where they 
are,” added Dr Adham… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/who-unicef-help-boost-west-africas-capacity-respond-polio-outbreaks
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/rotarians-never-leave-the-job-incomplete/
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-news/more-than-31-million-iraqi-children-to-be-vaccinated-against-polio.html


Editor’s Note: 
WHO has posted a refreshed emergencies page which presents an updated listing of Grade 
3,2,1 emergencies as below. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 30 Nov 2019] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: Dead and injured following attacks on Ebola responders in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo  28 November 2019    
:: Ebola Outbreak in DRC 69: 26 November 2019 
 
Mozambique floods   - No new digest announcements identified 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan   - No new digest announcements identified 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 30 Nov 2019] 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Angola  - No new digest announcements identified 
Burkina Faso [in French]  - No new digest announcements identified 
Burundi  - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
HIV in Pakistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Iran floods 2019 - No new digest announcements identified 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified 
Malawi floods - No new digest announcements identified 
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified 
Niger - No new digest announcements identified 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified 
Sudan - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 30 Nov 2019] 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified 
Kenya   - No new digest announcements identified 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/28-11-2019-dead-and-injured-following-attacks-on-ebola-responders-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/28-11-2019-dead-and-injured-following-attacks-on-ebola-responders-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/329980/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20191126-eng.pdf
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/countries/burkina-faso
https://www.afro.who.int/countries/burundi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pak/pakistan-news/pakistan-hiv-outbreak-in-sindh-province.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/


Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This 
is the global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-
scale humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
Editor’s Note: 
Ebola in the DRC has bene added as a OCHA “Corporate Emergency” this week: 
CYCLONE IDAI and Kenneth - No new digest announcements identified 
EBOLA OUTBREAK IN THE DRC - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 30 Nov 2019]  
28 November 2019  
News release 
WHO launches Online Training on Climate and Health in the UN climate negotiations 
 
28 November 2019  
News release 
Dead and injured following attacks on Ebola responders in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo 
 
28 November 2019  
News release 
5 Key Actions for COP25 to Bolster Global Health 
 
28 November 2019  
News release 
Pollution Pods at COP25 show climate change and air pollution are two sides of the 
same coin 
 
27 November 2019  
News release 
Innovative WHO HIV testing recommendations aim to expand treatment coverage 

http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclone-idai
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclones-idai-and-kenneth
https://www.unocha.org/drc
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/28-11-2019-who-launches-online-training-on-climate-and-health-in-the-un-climate-negotiations
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/28-11-2019-dead-and-injured-following-attacks-on-ebola-responders-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/28-11-2019-dead-and-injured-following-attacks-on-ebola-responders-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/28-11-2019-5-key-actions-for-cop25-to-bolster-global-health
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/28-11-2019-pollution-pods-at-cop25-show-climate-change-and-air-pollution-are-two-sides-of-the-same-coin
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/28-11-2019-pollution-pods-at-cop25-show-climate-change-and-air-pollution-are-two-sides-of-the-same-coin
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/27-11-2019-innovative-who-hiv-testing-recommendations-aim-to-expand-treatment-coverage


The World Health Organization (WHO) has issued new recommendations to help countries 
reach the 8.1 million people living with HIV who are yet to be diagnosed, and who are therefore 
unable to obtain lifesaving treatment. 
 
“The face of the HIV epidemic has changed dramatically over the past decade,” said Dr Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus. “More people are receiving treatment than ever before, but too many 
are still not getting the help they need because they have not been diagnosed. WHO’s new HIV 
testing guidelines aim to dramatically change this.” 
 
HIV testing is key to ensuring people are diagnosed early and start treatment. Good testing 
services also ensure that people who test HIV negative are linked to appropriate, effective 
prevention services. This will help reduce the 1.7 million new HIV infections occurring every 
year. 
 
The WHO guidelines are released ahead of World AIDS Day (1 December), and the 
International Conference on AIDS and Sexually Transmitted Infections in Africa (ICASA2019) 
which takes place in Kigali, Rwanda on 2-7 December. Today, two thirds of all people with HIV 
live in the African Region. 
 
The new “WHO consolidated guidelines on HIV testing services” recommend a range of 
innovative approaches to respond to contemporary needs… 
 
:::::: 
 
Weekly Epidemiological Record, 29 November 2019, vol. 94, 48 (pp. 561–580)  
:: Cholera, 2018 
:: Global update on Middle East respiratory syndrome, 2019 
:: Fact sheet on echinococcosis (updated May 2019) 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: WHO, UNICEF help boost West Africa’s capacity to respond to polio outbreaks  27 November 
2019  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: Campaign encourages health workers and youth to have open conversations about HIV 
(11/27/2019) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
:: Statement: Intensify action to eliminate violence against women  25 November 2019  
 
WHO European Region EURO  
::  WHO working with health authorities in European Region after outbreak of Lassa fever in 
Sierra Leone 29-11-2019  
:: Gaps in access undermine universal health coverage across the EU 29-11-2019  

https://www.who.int/wer/2019/wer9448/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/who-unicef-help-boost-west-africas-capacity-respond-polio-outbreaks
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15619&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/25-11-2019-intensify-action-to-eliminate-violence-against-women
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/emergencies/pages/news/news/2019/11/who-working-with-health-authorities-in-european-region-after-outbreak-of-lassa-fever-in-sierra-leone2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/emergencies/pages/news/news/2019/11/who-working-with-health-authorities-in-european-region-after-outbreak-of-lassa-fever-in-sierra-leone2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/about-us/partners/news/news/2019/11/gaps-in-access-undermine-universal-health-coverage-across-the-eu2


:: Half of all women with HIV are diagnosed late in Europe 28-11-2019  
:: Medical facilities coping well in Albania following earthquake 27-11-2019 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Polio vaccination campaign targets more than 3.1 million Iraqi children  26 November 2019 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
CDC/ACIP [to 30 Nov 2019] 
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html 
 
MMWR News Synopsis for Friday, November 29, 2019 
Status of HIV Case-Based Surveillance Implementation — 39 U.S. PEPFAR-
Supported Countries, May–July 2019 
   A new CDC study is one of the first global assessments of the pace and scale of human 
immunodeficiency virus (HIV) case-based surveillance (CBS) in 39 countries supported by the 
U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR). Twenty of the countries reported 
implementing CBS, and 15 others reported current planning for implementation. Closing gaps in 
policies and improving technical infrastructure are necessary steps towards implementing a 
comprehensive CBS system able to inform responses to end the HIV epidemic. HIV case-based 
surveillance is the systematic and continuous reporting of individual HIV cases to monitor HIV-
positive patients throughout their clinical care and to facilitate rapid public health action. To 
date, few assessments have reported on the status of CBS implementation in countries on a 
global scale. Among 39 -PEPFAR-supported countries around the globe surveyed from May to 
July 2019, about half (20) reported implementing case-based surveillance. Among the 
remaining countries, 15 were planning for implementation. Despite this effort, gaps exist 
including patient-level unique identifiers to link data across systems, supportive national policy 
environments, and data security standards. The assessment identified critical barriers that must 
be addressed to implement CBS effectively and to better inform responses to end the HIV 
epidemic. 
 
:::::: 
 
Africa CDC   [to 30 Nov 2019] 
http://www.africacdc.org/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
China CDC   
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 

http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2019/half-of-all-women-with-hiv-are-diagnosed-late-in-europe
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/emergencies/pages/news/news/2019/11/medical-facilities-coping-well-in-albania-following-earthquake2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-news/more-than-31-million-iraqi-children-to-be-vaccinated-against-polio.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/mmwrnews/2019/1129.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/mmwrnews/2019/1129.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/68/wr/mm6847a2.htm?s_cid=mm6847a2_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/68/wr/mm6847a2.htm?s_cid=mm6847a2_w
http://www.africacdc.org/
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/


 
National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China 
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Announcements 
 
Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 30 Nov 2019] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 30 Nov 2019] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute    [to 30 Nov 2019] 
https://www.gatesmri.org/ 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute is a non-profit biotech organization. Our 
mission is to develop products to fight malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrheal diseases—three 
major causes of mortality, poverty, and inequality in developing countries. The world has 
unprecedented scientific tools at its disposal; now is the time to use them to save the lives of 
the world's poorest people  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARB-X   [to 30 Nov 2019] 
https://carb-x.org/ 
CARB-X is a non-profit public-private partnership dedicated to accelerating antibacterial 
research to tackle the global rising threat of drug-resistant bacteria. 
11.25.2019  |  
CARB-X funds VenatoRx Pharmaceuticals to support the development of a new class 
of oral antibiotics to treat multi-drug-resistant gonorrhea 
   CARB-X is awarding VenatoRx Pharmaceuticals, Inc. (Malvern, Pennsylvania, USA) up to US 
$4.1 million in non-dilutive funding, with the possibility of up to an additional US $8.9 million if 
certain project milestones are met, to develop a new class of oral antibiotics to treat multi-drug-
resistant (MDR) gonorrhea. 
 
 
CEPI – Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations  [to 30 Nov 2019] 
http://cepi.net/  
Latest news 
CEPI welcomes HRH Princess Astrid of Belgium to its HQ in Oslo 

http://en.nhc.gov.cn/
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
https://www.gatesmri.org/
https://carb-x.org/
https://carb-x.org/carb-x-news/carb-x-funds-venatorx-pharmaceuticals-to-support-the-development-of-a-new-class-of-oral-antibiotics-to-treat-multi-drug-resistant-gonorrhea/
https://carb-x.org/carb-x-news/carb-x-funds-venatorx-pharmaceuticals-to-support-the-development-of-a-new-class-of-oral-antibiotics-to-treat-multi-drug-resistant-gonorrhea/
http://cepi.net/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/cepi-welcomes-hrh-princess-astrid-of-belgium-to-its-hq-in-oslo/


    During the meeting, HRH Princess Astrid of Belgium and our Belgian partners were provided 
with an update on the development of CEPI’s vaccine portfolio.  
News 
26 Nov 2019 
 
Ensuring the world has access to CEPI’s vaccines 
How CEPI weaves the principle of equitable access into every aspect of vaccine development  
Blog 
25 Nov 2019 
 
 
Clinton Health Access Initiative, Inc. (CHAI)  [to 30 Nov 2019] 
https://clintonhealthaccess.org/about/ 
News & Press Releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EDCTP    [to 30 Nov 2019] 
http://www.edctp.org/ 
The European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) aims to accelerate the 
development of new or improved drugs, vaccines, microbicides and diagnostics against 
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria as well as other poverty-related and neglected infectious 
diseases in sub-Saharan Africa, with a focus on phase II and III clinical trials 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Emory Vaccine Center    [to 30 Nov 2019] 
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Medicines Agency  [to 30 Nov 2019] 
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/ 
News & Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Vaccine Initiative  [to 30 Nov 2019] 
http://www.euvaccine.eu/news-events  
28 November 2019 
EVI Appoints New Executive Director  
   The Board of Directors of the European Vaccine Initiative (EVI) is pleased to announce the 
appointment of Ole Olesen, PhD, as the organisation’s new Executive Director as of 1st of 
January 2020. Hilde Depraetere, PhD, who is acting Executive Director will become Director of 
Operations. 
   “I would like to warmly welcome Ole to his new position at EVI”, said Dr Clemens Kocken, 
Chairman of the Board. “His extensive knowledge of global health issues coupled with years of 

https://cepi.net/news_cepi/ensuring-the-world-has-access-to-cepis-vaccines/
https://clintonhealthaccess.org/about/
http://www.edctp.org/
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/meeting-highlights-pharmacovigilance-risk-assessment-committee-prac-28-31-october-2019
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/meeting-highlights-pharmacovigilance-risk-assessment-committee-prac-28-31-october-2019
http://www.euvaccine.eu/news-events
http://www.euvaccine.eu/news-events/news/evi-appoints-new-executive-director


experience in product development, networking and international research collaborations make 
him well positioned to consolidate and expand our activities in an ever-changing landscape”… 

 
 
FDA [to 30 Nov 2019] 
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/default.htm 
Announcements  

November 29, 2019 
FDA issues guidance for industry on adaptive designs for clinical trials of drugs and 
biologics – Drug Information Update  
   Today, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued a final guidance for industry entitled, 
“Adaptive Designs for Clinical Trials of Drugs and Biologics.” Adaptive design clinical trials allow 
for prospectively planned modifications to one or more aspects of the design based on 
accumulating data from subjects in the trial. The guidance provides information to sponsors 
submitting investigational new drug applications (INDs), new drug applications (NDAs), 
biologics licensing applications (BLAs), or supplemental applications on the appropriate use of 
adaptive designs for clinical trials to provide evidence of the effectiveness and safety of a drug 
or biologic. The guidance also advises sponsors on the types of information to submit to 
facilitate FDA evaluation of clinical trials with adaptive designs, including Bayesian adaptive and 
complex trials that rely on computer simulations for their design. 
 
The Adaptive Design guidance is a revision of the 2018 draft guidance entitled “Adaptive Design 
Clinical Trials for Drugs and Biologics.” The final guidance contains revisions to the Bayesian 
subsection of the guidance, provides clarifications on the prespecification principle for adaptive 
design, and cross-references advice from the newly published draft guidance on Interacting 
with the FDA on Complex Innovative Trial Designs. 
 
 
Fondation Merieux  [to 30 Nov 2019] 
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/ 
News, Events 
December 3 - 4, 2019 - Geneva (Switzerland) 
Mérieux Foundation co-organized event  
6th GTFCC Working Group on Oral Cholera Vaccine 
 
20 - 22 Jan 2020  
Mérieux Foundation co-organized event  
Dengue pre-vaccination screening strategies workshop 
Les Pensières Center for Global Health, Veyrier-du-Lac (France) 
 
 
Gavi [to 30 Nov 2019] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 30 Nov 2019] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 

https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/default.htm
http://s2027422842.t.en25.com/e/es?s=2027422842&e=280728&elqTrackId=376c7bc788024cd5a73d955f2e3dcbdc&elq=54b6de673c7e484088fd4eec8970b073&elqaid=10465&elqat=1
http://s2027422842.t.en25.com/e/es?s=2027422842&e=280728&elqTrackId=376c7bc788024cd5a73d955f2e3dcbdc&elq=54b6de673c7e484088fd4eec8970b073&elqaid=10465&elqat=1
http://s2027422842.t.en25.com/e/er?utm_campaign=FDA%20issues%20guidance%20for%20industry%20on%20adaptive%20designs%20for%20clinical%20trials%20of%20drugs%20and%20biologics&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&s=2027422842&lid=10842&elqTrackId=E4DF6351D236662E766021E92F7AF2B6&elq=54b6de673c7e484088fd4eec8970b073&elqaid=10465&elqat=1
http://s2027422842.t.en25.com/e/er?utm_campaign=FDA%20issues%20guidance%20for%20industry%20on%20adaptive%20designs%20for%20clinical%20trials%20of%20drugs%20and%20biologics&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&s=2027422842&lid=10841&elqTrackId=44BB66C489FD676CC47CA70C1FC742E1&elq=54b6de673c7e484088fd4eec8970b073&elqaid=10465&elqat=1
http://s2027422842.t.en25.com/e/er?utm_campaign=FDA%20issues%20guidance%20for%20industry%20on%20adaptive%20designs%20for%20clinical%20trials%20of%20drugs%20and%20biologics&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&s=2027422842&lid=10841&elqTrackId=44BB66C489FD676CC47CA70C1FC742E1&elq=54b6de673c7e484088fd4eec8970b073&elqaid=10465&elqat=1
http://s2027422842.t.en25.com/e/er?utm_campaign=FDA%20issues%20guidance%20for%20industry%20on%20adaptive%20designs%20for%20clinical%20trials%20of%20drugs%20and%20biologics&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&s=2027422842&lid=10841&elqTrackId=44BB66C489FD676CC47CA70C1FC742E1&elq=54b6de673c7e484088fd4eec8970b073&elqaid=10465&elqat=1
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/
https://www.fondation-merieux.org/en/events/6th-gtfcc-working-group-on-oral-cholera-vaccine/
https://www.fondation-merieux.org/en/events/dengue-pre-vaccination-screening-strategies-workshop/
https://www.gavi.org/
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press


GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 30 Nov 2019] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News & Stories 
Feature Story  
Communities Uniting Against HIV  
29 November 2019  
 
Voices  
On World AIDS Day: Step Up the Fight Against HIV  
29 November 2019  
 
News  
Global Fund Praises PEPFAR’s Leadership and Results  
26 November 2019  
 
Updates  
Data Service: Grant Detailed Budgets  
26 November 2019  
 
 
Hilleman Laboratories   [to 30 Nov 2019] 
http://www.hillemanlabs.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Human Vaccines Project   [to 30 Nov 2019] 
http://www.humanvaccinesproject.org/media/press-releases/ 
Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IAVI  [to 30 Nov 2019] 
https://www.iavi.org/newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Coalition of Medicines Regulatory Authorities [ICMRA] 
http://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/news 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Research  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association [IGBA] 
https://www.igbamedicines.org/ 

https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/
https://globalfund.exposure.co/communities-uniting-against-hiv
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No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFFIm 
http://www.iffim.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFRC   [to 30 Nov 2019] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
Global 
Media Advisory: World’s largest humanitarian network gathers in Geneva to shape 
its response to global challenges 
   Geneva, 29 November 2019 – The leaders of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement will gather next week at the Centre International de Conferences (CICG) in Geneva, 
Switzerland, for a series of meetings that will shape the future of the w … 
 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
Tragic attacks on responders and increased violence threaten to reverse positive 
gains in Ebola response, warns Red Cross 
   Goma/Kinshasa/Nairobi/Geneva, 28 November 2019 – Several violent attacks in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DR Congo) have killed, wounded and displaced many. Those 
killed included four Ebola responders. The President of DR Congo Red Cross, Grégoire … 
 
 
IVAC  [to 30 Nov 2019] 
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html 
Updates 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IVI   [to 30 Nov 2019] 
http://www.ivi.int/ 
Selected IVI News & Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
JEE Alliance  [to 30 Nov 2019] 
https://www.jeealliance.org/ 
Selected News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 30 Nov 2019]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Latest [Selected Announcements] 
Niger  

http://www.iffim.org/library/news/press-releases/
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http://www.ivi.int/
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Fifteen years treating malnutrition and malaria around the cl… 
Project Update 25 Nov 2019  
 
DRC Ebola outbreaks  
Crisis update - November 2019  
Crisis Update 25 Nov 2019  
 
 
National Vaccine Program Office - U.S. HHS  [to 30 Nov 2019] 
https://www.hhs.gov/vaccines/about/index.html 
NVAC 2020 Meetings 
February 13-14, 2020 NVAC Meeting  
June 9-10, 2020 NVAC Meeting  
September 23-24, 2020 Meeting (Virtual)  
 
 
NIH  [to 30 Nov 2019] 
http://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases 
Selected News Releases 
Investigational Drugs Reduce Risk of Death from Ebola Virus Disease 
November 27, 2019 — Study Leaders Publish Results from NIH-DRC-WHO Clinical Trial of Four 
Experimental Therapies.  
[See Milestones above for detail] 
 
NIH Statement on World AIDS Day 2019 
November 25, 2019 — NIH is playing a pivotal role in supporting the innovative science 
underpinning the effort to reduce the incidence of HIV domestically by 75% in 5 years, and by 
90% by 2030.  
 
 
PATH  [to 30 Nov 2019]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
Selected Announcements 
Review of one year of PrEP implementation in 11 provinces and rollout of PrEP in 15 
new provinces in Vietnam 
   Ho Chi Minh City, November 27, 2019—Since the one year anniversary of the nationwide 
launch of the pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) program in 11 provinces in Vietnam, the country 
is ready to roll out the program more widely due to global PrEP successes in reaching epidemic 
control for HIV. At the One-year PrEP Implementation Review Forum today, the Vietnam 
Administration for HIV/AIDS Control (VAAC) presented a review of the PrEP program’s progress 
to date and announced its expansion to an additional 15 provinces across Vietnam, as part of 
the country’s commitment to ending HIV by 2030… 
 
 
Sabin Vaccine Institute  [to 30 Nov 2019] 
http://www.sabin.org/updates/pressreleases 
Statements and Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
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http://www.sabin.org/updates/pressreleases


 
 
UNAIDS [to 30 Nov 2019]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
29 November 2019 
United Republic of Tanzania lowers age of consent for HIV testing  
   The United Republic of Tanzania has approved a change to the law that lowers the age of 
consent for HIV testing from 18 years to 15 years. The amendment to legislation also makes 
self-testing for HIV legal, also from the age of 15 years. 
   “These amendments will significantly accelerate our intention to meet the 90–90–90 goals, 
which aim at ending the AIDS epidemic by 2030,” said Ummy Mwalimu, Minister of Health, 
Community Development, Gender, Elderly and Children. The ministry was instrumental in 
tabling the amendments to the legislation… 
 
29 November 2019 
HIV positive refugees support one another in Uganda  
 
26 November 2019 
Speech by UNAIDS Executive Director Winnie Byanyima at the World AIDS Day 2019 
report launch  
 
25 November 2019 
Women are leading the response to HIV in their communities  
 
 
UNICEF  [to 30 Nov 2019] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Reports 
News note 
UNICEF delivers over 260,000 vaccines and medical supplies to fight measles 
outbreaks in Samoa, Fiji and Tonga 
   Delivers 115,500 doses of measles vaccines to worst-affected Samoa 
28/11/2019  
 
Statement 
4,500 children under the age of five died from measles in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo so far this year 
   Statement by UNICEF Representative in the DRC Edouard Beigbeder 
27/11/2019  
 
Press release 
Over 300 children and adolescents die every day from AIDS-related causes 
   Only half of children living with HIV have access to life-saving treatment – UNICEF 
26/11/2019  
 
 
Vaccination Acceptance Research Network (VARN)  [to 30 Nov 2019] 

http://www.unaids.org/en
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2019/november/united-republic-of-tanzania-lowers-age-of-consent-for-hiv-testing
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https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/4500-children-under-age-five-died-measles-democratic-republic-congo-so-far-year
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https://vaccineacceptance.org/news.html#header1-2r 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Confidence Project  [to 30 Nov 2019] 
http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Education Center – Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia  [to 30 Nov 2019] 
http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 30 Nov 2019] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 30 Nov 2019] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 30 Nov 2019] 
https://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2019/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
ARM [Alliance for Regenerative Medicine]  [to 30 Nov 2019] 
https://alliancerm.org/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BIO    [to 30 Nov 2019] 
https://www.bio.org/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DCVMN – Developing Country Vaccine Manufacturers Network  [to 30 Nov 2019] 
http://www.dcvmn.org/ 
News 
Research and Development as the answer to vaccine shortages and low coverage 
[Posted as 25 Nov 2019] 
   Rio de Janeiro, 22nd October 2019 - The Brazilian Minister of Health, Luiz Henrique Mandetta, 
addressed the delegates of the 20th DCVMN Annual General Meeting, affirming that vaccines 
represent a global public good, considering that their benefits are universal across countries, 
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https://www.dcvmn.org/Research-and-Development-as-the-answer-to-vaccine-shortages-and-low-coverage


people and generations. He mentioned the challenges imposed by the reemergence of vaccine 
preventable diseases, due to low vaccination coverage, shortages of vaccines, vaccine 
hesitancy, anti-vaccination lobbying and the spreading of disinformation… 
 
 
IFPMA   [to 30 Nov 2019] 
http://www.ifpma.org/resources/news-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Publications 

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
PhRMA    [to 30 Nov 2019]  
http://www.phrma.org/  
Selected Press Releases, Statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
   *  *  *  * 

 
Journal Watch 
   Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review continues its weekly scanning of key peer-
reviewed journals to identify and cite articles, commentary and editorials, books reviews and 
other content supporting our focu-s on vaccine ethics and policy. Journal Watch is not intended 
to be exhaustive, but indicative of themes and issues the Center is actively tracking. We 
selectively provide full text of some editorial and comment articles that are specifically relevant 
to our work. Successful access to some of the links provided may require subscription or other 
access arrangement unique to the publisher.  
     If you would like to suggest other journal titles to include in this service, please contact 
David Curry at: david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
November 2019 Volume 47, Issue 11, p1283-1404  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
November 2019 Volume 57, Issue 5, p585-732  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
November 2019  109(11)  
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 101, Issue 4, Supplement_2019  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/101/4 
Impact, Innovation, and Inclusion of Civil Society Organizations in Polio Eradication: 
The Core Group Polio Project Story 
Guest Editors: Henry Perry and Jon Andrus 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
19 November 2019 Vol: 171, Issue 10  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 30 Nov 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
November 2019 - Volume 4 - 6 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 30 Nov 2019) 
Exploring strategies to promote influenza vaccination of children with medical 
comorbidities: the perceptions and practices of hospital healthcare workers  
To explore how the influenza vaccine is promoted and delivered to children with medical 
comorbidities in the hospital setting, as well as the facilitators of and barriers to vaccination 
from the healthcare wor...  
Authors: Vanessa Ma, Pamela Palasanthiran and Holly Seale 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2019 19:911  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 29 November 2019 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 30 Nov 2019) 
Research article 
Rotavirus symptomatic infection among unvaccinated and vaccinated children in 
Valencia, Spain  
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Human group A rotavirus is the leading cause of severe acute gastroenteritis in young children 
worldwide. Immunization programs have reduced the disease burden in many countries. 
Vaccination coverage in the Au...  
Authors: Raúl Pérez-Ortín, Cristina Santiso-Bellón, Susana Vila-Vicent, Noelia Carmona-Vicente, 
Jesús Rodríguez-Díaz and Javier Buesa 
Citation: BMC Infectious Diseases 2019 19:998  
Content type: Research article 
Published on: 27 November 2019 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 30 Nov 2019)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 30 Nov 2019)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 30 Nov 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 30 Nov 2019) 
Research article 
Vaccine confidence in China after the Changsheng vaccine incident: a cross-
sectional study  
Authors: Baohua Liu, Ruohui Chen, Miaomiao Zhao, Xin Zhang, Jiahui Wang, Lijun Gao, Jiao Xu, 
Qunhong Wu and Ning Ning 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2019 19:1564  
Published on: 27 November 2019 
Abstract 
Background 
China’s achievements in immunization are being threatened by a vaccine crisis. This paper aims 
to investigate vaccine confidence in China after the Changsheng vaccine incident and attempts 
to identify the factors contributing to it. 
Methods 
An online cross-sectional investigation was conducted from 1 to 25 September 2018. Descriptive 
analysis and logistic regression were performed to examine the associations between socio-
demographic factors, cognition and attitudes towards the Changsheng vaccine incident and 
vaccine confidence. 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content
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Results 
We included 1115 respondents in the final analysis, and found that approximately 70% (783) of 
the respondents did not have vaccine confidence. More than half of the respondents (54.53%) 
were dissatisfied with the government’s response measures to the Changsheng vaccine 
incident. The logistic regression model indicated that vaccine confidence was positively 
associated with the degree of satisfaction with the government’s response measures 
(OR=1.621, 95% CI=1.215–2.163), attitudes towards the risks and benefits of vaccination 
(OR=1.501, 95% CI=1.119–2.013), concerns about vaccine safety (OR=0.480, 95% CI=0.317–
0.726), and vaccine efficacy (OR=0.594, 95% CI=0.394–0.895). 
Conclusions 
A majority of the respondents held negative attitudes towards vaccines after the Changsheng 
vaccine incident. A coordinated effort is required to restore public confidence in vaccines, 
especially in China, where a nationwide mandatory immunization policy is implemented. To end 
dissent towards inoculation, a series of actions is crucial and multiple parties should work 
together to advance efforts and explore the possibility of establishing an open and transparent 
regulatory system. 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 30 Nov 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
November 2019 - Volume 9 - 11 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 97, Number 11, November 2019, 729-788 
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/97/11/en/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 45, Issue 6   Pages: 773-876   November 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
October 2019 Volume 41, Issue 10, p1899-2198  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Clinical Trials 
Volume 16 Issue 5, October 2019  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/16/5 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 30 Nov 2019] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 86   November 2019 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/86/suppl/C 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
The CRISPR Journal 
Volume 2, Issue 5 / October 2019 
https://www.liebertpub.com/toc/crispr/2/5 
Special Issue: The Ethics of Human Genome Editing 
Guest Editors: Sarah Chan and Samuel Sternberg 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Genetic Medicine Reports 
Volume 7, Issue 3, September 2019 
https://link.springer.com/journal/40142/7/3 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
December 2019 - Volume 32 - Issue 6  
https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
Volume 19, Issue 3   Pages: 123-185  September 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 29, Issue 8, 2019 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Disaster Medicine and Public Health Preparedness  
Volume 13 - Issue 4 - August 2019  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-
preparedness/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 

 
 
Disasters 
Volume 44, Issue 1  Pages: 1-232  January 2020 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677717/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
EMBO Reports 
Volume 20  Issue 11 5 November 2019 
https://www.embopress.org/toc/14693178/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 25, Number 11—November 2019 
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Volume 29   December 2019 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/epidemics/vol/29/suppl/C 
Research article  Open access 
A systematic review of MERS-CoV seroprevalence and RNA prevalence in dromedary 
camels: Implications for animal vaccination 
Amy Dighe, Thibaut Jombart, Maria D. Van Kerkhove, Neil Ferguson 
Article 100350 
 
Research article  Open access 
Accurate forecasts of the effectiveness of interventions against Ebola may require 
models that account for variations in symptoms during infection 
W.S. Hart, L.F.R. Hochfilzer, N.J. Cunniffe, H. Lee, ... R.N. Thompson 
Article 100371 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 147 - 2019  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-issue
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/latest-issue
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677717/current
https://www.embopress.org/toc/14693178/current
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/epidemics/vol/29/suppl/C
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1755436519300416
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1755436519300416
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1755436519300210
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1755436519300210
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue


 
Ethics & Human Research 
Volume 41, Issue 6   November–December 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/25782363/current 
Trial Design, Stakeholder Perspectives, Pregnancy and Research 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
The European Journal of Public Health 
Volume 29, Issue Supplement_4, November 2019 
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/issue/29/Supplement_4 
Supplement 12th European Public Health Conference Building bridges for solidarity 
and public health Marseille, France 20th–23rd November 2019  
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Gates Open Research 
https://gatesopenresearch.org/browse/articles 
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(HPSR+A) in low and middle-income countries (LMICs) as this enhances the processes of 
decision-making at all levels… 
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Humanitarian Exchange Magazine 
Number 75,  May 2019  
https://odihpn.org/magazine/making-humanitarian-action-work-for-women-and-girls/ 
Special Feature: Making humanitarian action work for women and girls 
by HPN May 2019  
The theme of this edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Women Deliver, is making 
humanitarian action work for women and girls. Despite gains, including commitments made at 
the World Humanitarian Summit, there is still much to be done to address the gendered impacts 
of humanitarian crises and improve gender-sensitive humanitarian action. 
 
In the lead article, Jacqueline Paul advocates for feminist humanitarian action based on 
evidence that improvements in women’s socio-economic status can reduce excess mortality 
among women after shocks. Jean Kemitare, Juliet Were and Jennate Eoomkham look at the role 
of local women’s rights organisations in preventing and responding to violence against women 
and girls, and Marcy Hersh and Diana Abou Abbas highlight opportunities for more concrete 
action on sexual and reproductive health in emergencies. 
 
Citing experience from Vanuatu, Jane Newnham explains how women will choose to use 
contraceptives even during a humanitarian response, when services and counselling are 
delivered in an appropriate and responsive way. Drawing on experience in Bangladesh, Tamara 
Fetters and colleagues challenge the belief that abortion is a non-essential service, or too 
complicated for humanitarian actors to provide. Darcy Ataman, Shannon Johnson, Justin Cikuru 
and Jaime Cundy reflect on an innovative programme using music therapy to help survivors of 
trauma. 
 
Emilie Rees Smith, Emma Symonds and Lauryn Oates highlight lessons from the STAGE 
education programme in Afghanistan, and Degan Ali and Deqa Saleh outline how African 
Development Solutions is helping women and girls take on leadership and decision-making roles 
in Somalia. Fiona Samuels and Taveeshi Gupta explore patterns of suicide among young people 
in Vietnam, with a particular focus on girls, and Subhashni Raj, Brigitte Laboukly and Shantony 
Moli illustrate the importance of a gendered approach to community-based disaster risk 
reduction in the South-West Pacific. Nicola Jones, Workneh Yadete and Kate Pincock draw on 
research in Ethiopia to explore the gender- and age-specific vulnerabilities of adolescents. The 
edition ends with an article by Julie Rialet-Cislaghi on how humanitarian responses can better 
address child marriage. 
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November 26, 2019 
US Narrowly Preserves Measles Elimination Status 
Bridget Kuehn, MSJ  
JAMA. 2019;322(20):1949. doi:10.1001/jama.2019.18901  
   The official end of New York State’s measles outbreak allowed the United States to narrowly 
retain its measles elimination status, according to the US Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS). Four other countries have already lost their measles elimination status in the 
past year, including the United Kingdom and Brazil… 
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Editorial 
Research integrity: time for global action 
The Lancet 
   China has become a formidable global leader in scientific—including medical—research, with 
the world's largest publication output, a rapid surge in the number of highly cited researchers, 
and an increasingly unparalleled quality of scientific publications. However, there is often a 
shadow hanging over any country's progress, especially a nation that has advanced with 
spectacular velocity. China is no exception. And the current concern, escalated to the highest 
levels of the Chinese Government, is research integrity…. 
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Africa should set its own health-research agenda  
   Local experts — not rich donors — must design and control studies, says Francisca Mutapi. 
 
Comment | 26 November 2019  
Five ways China must cultivate research integrity  
   A swift increase in scientific productivity has outstripped the country’s ability to promote 
rigour and curb academic misconduct; it is time to seize solutions. 
Li Tang 
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The objective was using the Essential Medicines List for children by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) to create a pediatric biopharmaceutics classification system (pBCS) of the 
oral drugs included in the Essential Medicines List by the World Health Organization and to 
compare our results with the BCS for adults (aBCS). Several methods to estimate the oral drug 
dose in different pediatric groups were used to calculate dose number (Do) and solubility 
(high/low). The estimation of the gastrointestinal water volume was adapted to each pediatric 
group. Provisional permeability classification was done by comparison of each drug lipophilicity 
versus metoprolol as the model drug of high permeability. As a result, 24.5% of the included 
drugs moved from the favorable to unfavorable class (i.e., from high to low solubility). 
Observed changes point out potential differences in product performance in pediatrics 
compared to adults, due to changes in the limiting factors for absorption. BCS Class Changes 1 
to 2 or 3 to 4 are indicative of drugs that could be more sensitive to the choice of appropriate 
excipient in the development process. Validating a pBCS for each age group would provide a 
valuable tool to apply in specific pediatric formulation design by reducing time and costs and 
avoiding unnecessary pediatric experiments restricted due to ethical reasons. Additionally, pBCS 
could minimize the associated risks to the use of adult medicines or pharmaceutical compound 
formulations. 
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Factors associated with full immunization of children 12–23 months of age in 
Ethiopia: A multilevel analysis using 2016 Ethiopia Demographic and Health Survey  
Yohannes Kinfe, Hagazi Gebre, Abate Bekele  
Research Article | published 27 Nov 2019 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0225639  
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Enterovirus 71 vaccine acceptance among parents of children < 5 years old and 
their knowledge of hand, foot and mouth disease, Chongqing, China, 2017  
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Prehospital & Disaster Medicine 
Volume 34 - Issue 6 - December 2019  
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Special Report 
Global Consensus Frameworks, Standards, Guidelines, and Tools: Their Implications 
in International Development Policy and Practice  
Suresh Pokharel, Caroline Spencer, Dudley McArdle, Francis Archer 
Published online by Cambridge University Press: 10 October 2019, pp. 644-652  
 
In the present world, International Consensus Frameworks, commonly called global frameworks 
or global agendas, guide international development policies and practices. They guide the 
development of all countries and influence the development initiatives by their respective 
governments. Recent global frameworks, adopted mostly post-2015, include both a group of 
over-arching frameworks (eg, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction [SFDRR]) and 
a group of frameworks addressing specific issues (eg, the Dhaka Declaration on Disability and 
Disaster Risk Management). These global frameworks serve twin purposes: first, to set a global 
development standard, and second, to set policies and approaches to achieve these standards. 
A companion group of professional standards, guidelines, and tools (ie, Sphere’s Humanitarian 
Charter and Minimum Standards) guide the implementation and operationalization of these 
frameworks on the ground. 
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This paper gathers these global frameworks and core professional guidelines in one place, 
presents an analytical review of their essential features, and highlights the commonalities and 
differences between and among these frameworks. The aim of this paper is to facilitate 
understanding of these frameworks and to help in designing development and resilience policy, 
planning, and implementation, at international and national levels, where these frameworks 
complement and contribute to each other. 
 
This Special Report describes an important and evolving aspect of the discipline and provides 
core information necessary to progress the science. Additionally, the report will help 
governments and policy makers to define their priorities and to design policies/strategies/ 
programs to reflect the global commitments. Development practitioners can pre-empt the focus 
of the international community and the assistance coming from donors to the priority sectors, 
as identified in the global agenda. This would then help governments and stakeholders to 
develop and design a realistic plan and program and prepare the instruments and mechanisms 
to deliver the goals. 
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Abstract  
Healthcare workers (HCWs) in paediatric hospitals are an important source of advice on 
vaccinations, but vaccine hesitancy can affect even these professionals. The aim of this study is 
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to assess this phenomenon, measuring it by means of a scoring system. A survey was 
conducted in five departments of an Italian paediatric university hospital of national interest. 
Vaccination against influenza was considered a behavioral indicator of vaccination uptake. Using 
the collected data, the healthcare worker’s vaccination compliance index (HVCI) was computed. 
The results demonstrate statistically significant differences between departments and 
professional profiles. Nearly 80% of the sample was not immunized against seasonal influenza. 
According to the HVCI scores, the most hesitant departments are the intensive care unit, 
emergency room, and oncohematology department, while the most hesitant professional 
profiles are nurses and auxiliary staff. The score of the unvaccinated is significantly lower than 
that of the vaccinated, and the same difference was found between those who self-perceive to 
be skilled versus unskilled. The HVCI score was statistically verified as a predictive parameter to 
assess vaccination against seasonal influenza. By means of strategic training policies, both HVCI 
and perceived skills could be improved, suggesting that hospital management should draw a 
complex intervention program to fight against hesitancy. 
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Abstract  
Despite efforts to improve surveillance and vaccination coverage, measles virus (MeV) continues 
to cause outbreaks also in high-income countries. As the reference laboratory of the Veneto 
Region, Italy, we analyzed changes in population immunity, described measles outbreaks, 
investigated MeV genetic diversity, and evaluated cross-protection of measles vaccination 
against MeV epidemic strains. Like most European areas, the Veneto Region has suboptimal 
measles vaccination coverage and is facing a growing public mistrust of vaccination. A 
progressive decline of measles vaccine uptake was observed during the last decade in the 
Veneto Region, leading to immunity gaps in children and young adults. Measles outbreaks were 
caused by the same MeV genotype B3, D4, and D8 strains that were circulating in other 
European countries. Eleven cases of measles were observed in immunized subjects. These 
cases were not associated with particular MeV genotypes nor with mutations in epitopes 
recognized by neutralizing antibodies. Accordingly, sera from fully vaccinated subjects cross-
neutralized epidemic MeV strains, including the genotypes B3, D4, and D8, with the same high 
efficiency demonstrated against the vaccine strain. In fully vaccinated subjects, high MeV IgG 
antibody titers persisted up to 30 years following vaccination. These results support the use of 
the current measles-containing vaccines and strategies to strengthen vaccination. 
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Media/Policy Watch 
  This watch section is intended to alert readers to substantive news, analysis and opinion from 
the general media and selected think tanks and similar organizations on vaccines, immunization, 
global public health and related themes. Media Watch is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative of themes and issues CVEP is actively tracking. This section will grow from an initial 
base of newspapers, magazines and blog sources, and is segregated from Journal Watch above 
which scans the peer-reviewed journal ecology.  
  We acknowledge the Western/Northern bias in this initial selection of titles and invite 
suggestions for expanded coverage. We are conservative in our outlook in adding news sources 
which largely report on primary content we are already covering above. Many electronic media 
sources have tiered, fee-based subscription models for access. We will provide full-text where 
content is published without restriction, but most publications require registration and some 
subscription level. 
 
 
The Atlantic 
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/ 
Accessed 30 Nov 2019  
[No new, unique, relevant content] 
 
BBC 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ 
Accessed 30 Nov 2019  
[No new, unique, relevant content] 
 

The Economist 
http://www.economist.com/ 
Accessed 30 Nov 2019  
[No new, unique, relevant content] 
 
Financial Times 
http://www.ft.com/home/uk 
Accessed 30 Nov 2019  

http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.economist.com/
http://www.ft.com/home/uk


Innovative finance schemes increase access to medicine 
Bulk purchasing guarantees help overcome manufacturers’ reluctance 
28 November 2019 
 
Forbes 
http://www.forbes.com/ 
Accessed 30 Nov 2019  
[No new, unique, relevant content; new website has no search function] 
 
Foreign Affairs 
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/ 
Accessed 30 Nov 2019  
[No new, unique, relevant content] 
  
Foreign Policy 
http://foreignpolicy.com/ 
Accessed 30 Nov 2019  
[No new, unique, relevant content] 
 
The Guardian 
http://www.guardiannews.com/ 
Accessed 30 Nov 2019 
[No new, unique, relevant content] 
 
New Yorker 
http://www.newyorker.com/ 
Accessed 30 Nov 2019 
[No new, unique, relevant content] 
 
New York Times 
http://www.nytimes.com/ 
Accessed 30 Nov 2019 
[No new, unique, relevant content] 
 
Washington Post 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/ 
Accessed 30 Nov 2019 
Immigration 
CDC recommended that migrants receive flu vaccine, but CBP rejected the idea 
November 25, 2019 at 3:58 p.m. EST 
EL PASO — As influenza spread through migrant detention facilities last winter, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention recommended that U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
vaccinate detained migrants against the virus, a push that CBP rejected, according to a newly 
released letter to Congress. 
 
The CDC recommendation was revealed in a letter from the agency to Rep. Rosa L. DeLauro 
(D-Conn.), chair of the House Appropriations subcommittee that oversees funding for the 
Department of Health and Human Services, which includes the CDC. The agency’s director, 
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Robert Redfield, issued the letter Nov. 7 in response to questions DeLauro posed last month 
after the flu had taken a toll on migrants in U.S. custody during the past year… 
 
DeLauro said CBP’s continuing refusal to provide flu vaccines to detained migrants is 
“unconscionable,” especially given Trump administration policies and migrant influxes that at 
times have caused U.S. facilities to be significantly overcrowded. 
 
“CDC’s recommendations are clear: flu vaccines should be administered to people as soon as 
possible to prevent the spread of this deadly disease,” she said. “Worse still, administration 
policies that kept families locked in cages for extended periods of time greatly increased their 
risk of illness.” 
 
Officials with CBP have never provided immunizations for detained migrants and does not plan 
to do so now, according to Kelly Cahalan, an agency spokeswoman. 
 
“CBP has significantly expanded medical support efforts, and now has more than 250 medical 
personnel engaged along the Southwest border. To try and layer a comprehensive vaccinations 
system on to that would be logistically very challenging for a number of reasons,” she said. 
“The system and process for implementing vaccines — for supply chains, for quality control, for 
documentation, for informed consent, for adverse reactions — is complex, and those programs 
are already in place at other steps in the immigration process as appropriate.”… 
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Gavi, The Vaccine Alliance: Doubling Down on Coverage, Partnerships, and 
Transition Incentives for the Next Phase 
   With the Global Fund and Global Polio Eradication Initiative replenishments successfully 
concluded, donors are turning their attention to the Gavi Alliance whose third replenishment 
process is scheduled to culminate in summer 2020. As the final Gavi Board meeting of 2019 
kicks off next week, it’s time to sharpen goals and double down on strategies to enhance the 
partnership’s public health impact. 
Amanda Glassman and Janeen Madan Keller 
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