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Milestones :: Perspectives :: Research 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
100 millionth person receives lifesaving meningitis vaccine 
Affordable, safe, effective vaccine protecting young people from devastating disease 
3 December 2019  [date as published] 
News releases  GENEVA  
A revolutionary meningitis vaccine will reach the 100 millionth person this week in a region of 
Africa that has been plagued by deadly epidemics for more than a century. The milestone will 
take place in northern Nigeria, part of Africa’s ‘meningitis belt’, where the country is conducting 
its second seasonal immunization campaign against the disease. 
 
The historic achievement comes two years after the MenAfriVac® vaccine was first launched in 
Burkina Faso. Since then, nine other countries have held vaccination campaigns to protect 
people from ages 1 to 29 against meningitis A. 
 
Nigeria will vaccinate 16 million people over the next two weeks and Cameroon and Chad are 
also conducting immunization campaigns this week targeting 5.5 million and 2.3 million people 
respectively. By the end of this year, the vaccine will have reached more than 112 million 
people, providing widespread and long-awaited protection… 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
USAID Announces $300 Million Commitment in the Fight Against Tuberculosis  
July 24, 2019 
The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) is pleased to announce a five-year, 
$300 million award, the TB Implementation Framework Agreement (TIFA), to improve the 
prevention, detection, and treatment of tuberculosis (TB). The lead partner in the cooperative 
agreement for the TIFA effort is John Snow, Inc., Research and Training Institute. 
 
A key component of the TB Accelerator initiative USAID Administrator Mark Green announced at 
the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) High-Level Meeting (HLM) on TB in September of 
2018, the TIFA will work to increase local ownership, financing, and accountability by creating 
partnerships with host-government entities in 24 USAID TB priority countries to empower them 
to implement locally generated, context-specific solutions. 
 
The TIFA will contribute to the Journey to Self-Reliance by strengthening the ability of 
governments and civil society to reach the TB targets set by the UNGA HLM on TB. Financial 
support to government entities will depend on quantifiable milestones and targets designed to 
incentivize and strengthen the accountability of national TB programs, while simultaneously 
increasing domestic investment in the fight to eliminate the disease. 
 
To accelerate the pathway toward the day when foreign assistance for TB is no longer 
necessary, the TIFA has three primary objectives: 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/03-12-2019-100-millionth-person-receives-lifesaving-meningitis-vaccine
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/jul-24-2019-usaid-announces-300-million-commitment-fight-against-tuberculosis


   :: Making catalytic financial and technical investments in national TB programs and local 
government entities to implement effective National TB Strategic Plans, including by embedding 
TB experts in these institutions; 
   :: Empowering local government entities to become more self-reliant; and 
   :: Leveraging and advocating for additional domestic resources for TB from both the public 
and private sectors. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Statement on governance and oversight of human genome editing 
26 July 2019   Geneva 
WHO Statement   
The WHO expert advisory committee on governance and oversight of human genome editing 
convened on 18-19 March 2019.  At this meeting the Committee in an interim recommendation 
to the WHO Director-general stated that “it would be irresponsible at this time for anyone to 
proceed with clinical applications of human germline genome editing.” 
 
WHO supports this interim recommendation and advises regulatory or ethics authorities to 
refrain from issuing approvals concerning requests for clinical applications for work that involves 
human germline genome editing. 
 
“Human germline genome editing poses unique and unprecedented ethical and technical 
challenges,” said WHO Director-General Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus. “I have accepted the 
interim recommendations of WHO’s Expert Advisory Committee that regulatory authorities in all 
countries should not allow any further work in this area until its implications have been properly 
considered.” 
 
WHO’s Expert Advisory Committee continues its consideration of this matter, and will, at its 
forthcoming meeting in Geneva on 26-28 August 2019. evaluate, inter alia, effective 
governance instruments to deter and prevent irresponsible and unacceptable uses of genome 
edited embryos to initiate human pregnancies. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Changes to NIH Requirements Regarding Proposed Human Fetal Tissue Research  
Notice Number: NOT-OD-19-128 
Release Date: July 26, 2019 
Issued by NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH (NIH) 
Purpose 
The purpose of this notice is to inform the extramural research community of upcoming HHS 
requirements and review considerations regarding research that is supported by the NIH and 
involves the proposed use of human fetal tissue obtained from elective abortions (HFT) in 
extramural applications for grants, cooperative agreements and R&D contracts. These 
requirements are in addition to the existing requirements as detailed in the NIH Grants Policy 
Statement (4.1.14). In addition, NIH reminds the community of expectations to obtain informed 
consent from the donor for any NIH-funded research using HFT (NOT-OD-16-033). 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/26-07-2019-statement-on-governance-and-oversight-of-human-genome-editing
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-19-128.html
https://public.era.nih.gov/foa/docTemplates/4176/exportDocument/html/NOT-OD-19-128.era?tracking=false
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2019/06/05/statement-from-the-department-of-health-and-human-services.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2019/06/05/statement-from-the-department-of-health-and-human-services.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/not-od-16-033.html


Background 
Currently, when an application/proposal for research involving HFT is submitted to NIH, the 
Authorized Organizational Representative’s (AOR) signature certifies that researchers using 
these tissues are in compliance with sections 498A and 498B of the Public Health Service (PHS) 
Act and the NIH Grants Policy Statement. 
 
NIH is implementing requirements regarding the documentation of the use of HFT in research, 
as NIH does with other research materials and models, to ensure that it is utilized for research 
only when scientifically justifiable, and in the least amount possible to achieve the scientific 
outcomes. NIH will require applicants and contract offerors to provide detailed information 
addressing the use of HFT in applications/proposals and reports. These requirements are 
designed to enable NIH to assess whether extramural research applicants/contract offerors and 
recipients/awardees/contractors are adequately assuring compliance with all applicable laws 
and HHS/NIH policies concerning the acquisition and use of HFT obtained from elective 
abortion. 
 
More at: https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-19-128.html 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
  
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
Polio this week as of 24 July 2019   
Summary of new viruses this week:  
:: Pakistan — three WPV1-positive environmental samples;  
:: Nigeria —two circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2)-positive environmental 
samples;  
:: Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) — four cVDPV2 cases.  
 
:::::: 
::::::  

 
DRC – Ebola 
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Disease Outbreak News (DONs}  
Ebola virus disease – Democratic Republic of the Congo  
25 July 2019  
   The Ebola virus disease (EVD) outbreak in North Kivu and Ituri provinces in Democratic 
Republic of the Congo is ongoing amidst a complex crisis, and we continue to observe sustained 
local transmission and a high number of cases. Most notably, Beni Health Zone accounted for 
over half of all new cases reported in the last three weeks, as well as a number of cases and 
contacts that travelled to other health zones. This is the second wave of the outbreak in Beni 
Health Zone, and it is larger in case numbers and longer in duration than the first. New 
healthcare worker and nosocomial infections continue to be reported in Beni and other affected 

https://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/regulations-and-policy/guidance/public-law-103-43/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/regulations-and-policy/guidance/public-law-103-43/index.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-19-128.html
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
https://www.who.int/csr/don/25-july-2019-ebola-drc/en/


health zones, despite substantial infection prevention and control by multiple agencies during 
the last wave of the outbreak; a total of 141 (5% of total cases) have been reported to date. 
   The intensive follow-up of contacts of the confirmed case who arrived in Goma on 14 July 
(see the 18 July Disease Outbreak News) will continue until the end of the 21-day period. In 
response to this case, 19 health workers were deployed from other posts to Goma to provide 
support. Rumours of his contacts travelling to Bukavu, South Kivu, were investigated and ruled 
out by response teams. No new cases have been reported in Goma to date. There are currently 
no confirmed cases of EVD outside of the Democratic Republic of the Congo… 

 
:::::: 
 
World Bank Mobilizes US$300 Million to Finance the Ebola Response in Democratic 
Republic of Congo 
   WASHINGTON, July 24, 2019—The World Bank Group today announced that it is mobilizing 
up to US$300 million to scale up support for the global response to the Ebola epidemic in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). The announcement follows the declaration by the World 
Health Organization (WHO) that the current outbreak constitutes a Public Health Emergency of 
International Concern. 
   The US$300 million in grants and credits will be largely financed through the World Bank’s 
International Development Association (IDA) and its Crisis Response Window, which is designed 
to help countries respond to severe crises and return to their long-term development paths. The 
financing package will cover the Ebola-affected health zones in DRC and enable the 
government, WHO, UNICEF, WFP, IOM and other responders to step up the frontline health 
response, deliver cash-for-work programs to support the local economy, strengthen resilience in 
the affected communities, and contain the spread of this deadly virus… 
 
:::::: 
 
The United States Announces More Than $38 Million in Additional Assistance to 
Contain the Ebola Outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo  
July 24, 2019 
The United States, through the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) is providing 
more than $38 million in additional assistance to help end the ongoing Ebola outbreak in the 
Eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), including $15 million in new funding to the World 
Health Organization. This brings the total USAID funding for the response to Ebola to more than 
$136 million since the beginning of the outbreak in August 2018. 
 
:::::: 
 
Summary of new polio viruses this week:  
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
   Four cases of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) have been reported this 
week in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR Congo): two from Kalonda-Ouest and one 
from  Nyanga, Kasai province, with onset of paralysis on 3, 7, and 5 June 2019; one from 
Tshumbe, Sankuru province, with onset of paralysis on 14 June 2019.  There are 15 reported 
cases of cVDPV2 in 2019. The total number of cVDPV2 cases reported in 2018 is 20.  DRC is 
currently affected by eight separate cVDPV2 outbreaks; one each originated in Haut 
Katanga, Mongala, Sankuru, two in Haut Lomami and three in Kasai provinces. 

https://www.who.int/csr/don/18-july-2019-ebola-drc/en/
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/07/24/world-bank-mobilizes-us300-million-to-finance-the-ebola-response-in-democratic-republic-of-congo
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2019/07/24/world-bank-mobilizes-us300-million-to-finance-the-ebola-response-in-democratic-republic-of-congo
http://ida.worldbank.org/
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/jul-24-2019-united-states-announces-more-38-million-additional-assistance
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/jul-24-2019-united-states-announces-more-38-million-additional-assistance
http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/#weekly-country-updates-as-of-17-july-2019-3
https://www.who.int/csr/don/25-july-2019-ebola-drc/en/


 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Editor’s Note: 
WHO has posted a refreshed emergencies page which presents an updated listing of Grade 
3,2,1 emergencies as below. 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 27 Jul 2019] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
[See DRC Ebola+ above for detail]  
 
Cyclone Idai - No new digest announcements identified 
Mozambique floods  - No new digest announcements identified 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan  - No new digest announcements identified 
Syrian Arab Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 27 Jul 2019] 
Iraq  
:: WHO Regional Director in Iraq to reinforce WHO support as country enters transition to 
development phase  15 July 2019 
 
Myanmar  
:: Bi‐weekly Situation Report 14 - 18 July 2019 pdf, 737kb 
 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Central African Republic - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
HIV in Pakistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Iran floods 2019 - No new digest announcements identified 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified 
Malawi floods - No new digest announcements identified 
Measles in Europe - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV  - No new digest announcements identified 
Niger - No new digest announcements identified 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified  
Sao Tome and Principe Necrotizing Cellulitis (2017) 
Sudan - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/cyclone-idai/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-news/who-regional-director-in-iraq-to-reinforce-who-support-as-country-enters-transition-to-development-phase.html
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-news/who-regional-director-in-iraq-to-reinforce-who-support-as-country-enters-transition-to-development-phase.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://www.searo.who.int/entity/bangladesh/sitrep14cxbban2019.pdf?ua=1
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pak/pakistan-news/pakistan-hiv-outbreak-in-sindh-province.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://afro.who.int/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/


WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 27 Jul 2019] 
Chad   
:: Partner meeting for the eradication of poliomyelitis in the Lake Chad Basin under the 
coordination and leadership of the WHO African region [in French]  30 June 2018  
 
Angola - No new digest announcements identified 
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified 
Indonesia - Sulawesi earthquake 2018  - No new digest announcements identified 
Kenya   - No new digest announcements identified 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
  
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This 
is the global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-
scale humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Humanitarian Update Syrian Arab Republic - Issue 04 | 25 July 2019 
Upsurge in violence endangers 3 million people in northwest 
   The United Nations remains gravely concerned by the dramatic escalation of violence in 
northwest Syria which has resulted in over 400 civilians confirmed dead and hundreds of 
thousands of women, children and men displaced since the upsurge in violence began almost 
three months ago… 
 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
Editor’s Note: 
Ebola in the DRC has bene added as a OCHA “Corporate Emergency” this week: 
CYCLONE IDAI and Kenneth - No new digest announcements identified 
EBOLA OUTBREAK IN THE DRC - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 27 Jul 2019]  
26 July 2019   News release 
WHO urges countries to invest in eliminating hepatitis 

https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/news/reunion-des-partenaires-pour-leradication-de-la-poliomyelite-dans-le-bassin-du-lac-tchad-sous?country=25&name=Chad
https://www.afro.who.int/fr/news/reunion-des-partenaires-pour-leradication-de-la-poliomyelite-dans-le-bassin-du-lac-tchad-sous?country=25&name=Chad
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/emergencies/sulawesi-earthquake/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/humanitarian-update-syrian-arab-republic-issue-04-25-july-2019
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclone-idai
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclones-idai-and-kenneth
https://www.unocha.org/drc
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/26-07-2019-who-urges-countries-to-invest-in-eliminating-hepatitis


   Ahead of World Hepatitis Day (28 July), WHO calls on countries to take advantage of recent 
reductions in the costs of diagnosing and treating viral hepatitis and scale up investments in 
disease elimination.  
   A new study by WHO, published today in Lancet Global Health, has found that investing 
US$6bn per year in eliminating hepatitis in 67 low- and middle-income countries  would avert 
4.5 million premature deaths by 2030, and more than 26 million deaths beyond that target 
date. 
   A total of US$58.7 billion is needed to eliminate viral hepatitis as a public health threat in 
these 67 countries by 2030. This means reducing new hepatitis infections by 90% and deaths 
by 65%... 
 
24 July 2019   News release 
WHO applauds Rwanda’s Ebola preparedness efforts 
 
 
22 July 2019   News release 
WHO recommends dolutegravir as preferred HIV treatment option in all populations 
Based on new evidence assessing benefits and risks, the WHO recommends the use of the HIV 
drug dolutegravir (DTG) as the preferred first-line and second-line treatment for all populations, 
including pregnant women and those of childbearing potential.   
 
Initial studies had highlighted a possible link between DTG and neural tube defects (birth 
defects of the brain and spinal cord that cause conditions such as spina bifida) in infants born to 
women using the drug at the time of conception. This potential safety concern was reported in 
May 2018 from a study in Botswana that found 4 cases of neural tube defects out of 426 
women who became pregnant while taking DTG. Based on these preliminary findings, many 
countries advised pregnant women and women of childbearing potential to take efavirenz (EFV) 
instead.  
 
New data from two large clinical trials comparing the efficacy and safety of DTG and EFV in 
Africa have now expanded the evidence base. The risks of neural tube defects are significantly 
lower than what the initial studies may have suggested. 
 
The guidelines group also considered mathematical models of the benefits and harms 
associated with the two drugs; the values and preferences of people living with HIV, as well as 
factors related to implementation of HIV programmes in different countries, and cost.  
 
DTG is a drug that is more effective, easier to take and has fewer side effects than alternative 
drugs that are currently used. DTG also has a high genetic barrier to developing drug 
resistance, which is important given the rising trend of resistance to EFV and nevirapine-based 
regimens. In 2019, 12 out of 18 countries surveyed by WHO reported pre-treatment drug 
resistance levels exceeding the recommended threshold of 10%.  
 
All of above findings informed the decision to update the 2019 guidelines… 
 
:::::: 
 
Calls for consultants / proposals 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/24-07-2019-who-applauds-rwanda-s-ebola-preparedness-efforts
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/22-07-2019-who-recommends-dolutegravir-as-preferred-hiv-treatment-option-in-all-populations


22 July 2019 
Consultant on Total Systems Effectiveness (TSE) tool development 
pdf, 264kb 
Deadline for applications: 11 August 2019  
 
:::::: 
 
Weekly Epidemiological Record, 26 July 2019, vol. 94, 30/31 (pp. 329–344)  
:: Progress towards poliomyelitis eradication in Nigeria, January 2018 – May 2019  
:: Performance of acute flaccid paralysis (AFP) surveillance and incidence of poliomyelitis, 2019 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: WHO’s Data Tool improves Ebola Surveillance, Contact Tracing and Decision Making in 
Uganda  26 July 2019  
:: Countries strategize their plan on Integrated Community Case Management (iCCM) to end 
preventable child death  26 July 2019  
:: Ethiopia, Somaliland and Puntland jointly plan for the synchronized HoA cross-border polio 
response  25 July 2019  
:: SIDS Pooled Procurement Initiative to Improve Access To Quality Medicines   
22 July 2019  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: WHO urges countries to invest in eliminating hepatitis (07/26/2019)  
:: IAS 2019: PAHO Director calls for new approach to HIV response in order to end the 
epidemic by 2030 (07/22/2019) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Statement on Iraq by Dr Ahmed Al-Mandhari, WHO Regional Director for the Eastern 
Mediterranean 
 
   Cairo, Egypt, 24 July 2019 – I recently concluded a 4-day visit to Iraq where I saw firsthand a 
health system transitioning from emergency response to reconstruction, rehabilitation and 
resilience, while at the same time addressing the health needs of millions of vulnerable Iraqis 
and refugees. The country’s new national health priorities, including health financing, 
environmental health and sanitation, and universal health... 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: Risk of Ebola in the Western Pacific remains low  18 July 2019   News releases 

https://www.who.int/immunization/IVR_TSE_developer_vacancy_notice_july_2019.pdf?ua=1
https://www.who.int/immunization/IVR_TSE_developer_vacancy_notice_july_2019.pdf?ua=1
https://www.who.int/wer/2019/wer9430_31/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/whos-data-tool-improves-ebola-surveillance-contact-tracing-and-decision-making-uganda
https://www.afro.who.int/news/whos-data-tool-improves-ebola-surveillance-contact-tracing-and-decision-making-uganda
https://www.afro.who.int/news/countries-strategize-their-plan-integrated-community-case-management-iccm-end-preventable
https://www.afro.who.int/news/countries-strategize-their-plan-integrated-community-case-management-iccm-end-preventable
https://www.afro.who.int/news/ethiopia-somaliland-and-puntland-jointly-plan-synchronized-hoa-cross-border-polio-response
https://www.afro.who.int/news/ethiopia-somaliland-and-puntland-jointly-plan-synchronized-hoa-cross-border-polio-response
https://www.afro.who.int/news/sids-pooled-procurement-initiative-improve-access-quality-medicines
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15337&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15325&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15325&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/statement-on-iraq-by-dr-ahmed-al-mandhari.html
http://www.emro.who.int/media/news/statement-on-iraq-by-dr-ahmed-al-mandhari.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/news/detail/18-07-2019-risk-of-ebola-in-the-western-pacific-remains-low


 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
CDC/ACIP [to 27 Jul 2019] 
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html 
 
MMWR News Synopsis for Friday, July 26, 2019 
Progress Toward Poliomyelitis Eradication — Nigeria, January 2018–May 2019 
   Initiatives to provide polio vaccine to children in insurgent-held areas of northeastern Nigeria 
have been mostly successful; however, an estimated 60,000 children in inaccessible areas 
remain unvaccinated. A new report describes the progress toward polio eradication in Nigeria 
during January 2018-May 2019. In addition to vigorous vaccination efforts, surveillance in 
insurgent-held areas has progressively improved. Nigeria’s last reported case of wild poliovirus 
occurred in September of 2016. With review of further improvements in immunization and 
surveillance in northeastern Nigeria and neighboring countries, the African Regional Certification 
Commission may be able to conclude in 2020 that WPV transmission has been interrupted in 
the WHO Region of Africa. However, since 2018, two outbreaks of circulating vaccine-derived 
poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) have affected 14 Nigerian states, Niger Republic, and Cameroon. To 
achieve interruption of all cVDPV2 transmission in Nigeria and other countries, the quality of 
subsequent polio mass campaigns must increase and include insurgent-held areas. 
 
:::::: 
 
Africa CDC   [to 27 Jul 2019] 
http://www.africacdc.org/ 
News 
JOINT PRESS RELEASE BETWEEN AFRICA CENTRES FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND 
PREVENTION AND THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION ON THE SITUATION OF 
EBOLA VIRUS DISEASE OUTBREAK IN THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO  
    Addis Ababa, Ethiopia & Brazzaville, Republic of Congo, 19 July 2019 - On 17 July 2019, the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) Director General, Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, declared 
the ongoing Ebola virus disease (EVD) outbreak in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) as 
a Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC)… 
    
:::::: 
 
China CDC   
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China 
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/ 
Selected Updates and Press Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
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:::::: 
 
Announcements 
 
Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 27 Jul 2019] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 27 Jul 2019] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute    [to 27 Jul 2019] 
https://www.gatesmri.org/ 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute is a non-profit biotech organization. Our 
mission is to develop products to fight malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrheal diseases—three 
major causes of mortality, poverty, and inequality in developing countries. The world has 
unprecedented scientific tools at its disposal; now is the time to use them to save the lives of 
the world's poorest people  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARB-X   [to 27 Jul 2019] 
https://carb-x.org/ 
CARB-X is a non-profit public-private partnership dedicated to accelerating antibacterial 
research to tackle the global rising threat of drug-resistant bacteria. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CEPI – Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations  [to 27 Jul 2019] 
http://cepi.net/  
25 Jul 2019 
CEPI awards up to US$23.4 million to Valneva for late-stage development of a 
single-dose Chikungunya vaccine 
 
   Oslo, Norway, and Saint-Herblain, France, July 25, 2019—Valneva SE (“Valneva”), a biotech 
company developing and commercializing vaccines for infectious diseases with major unmet 
needs, and the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) hereby announce a new 
partnering agreement. With support from the European Union’s (EU’s) Horizon 2020 
programme, CEPI will provide Valneva up to US$23.4 million for vaccine manufacturing and 
late-stage clinical development of a single-dose, live-attenuated vaccine (VLA1553) against 
Chikungunya. In line with CEPI’s commitment to equitable access, the funding will underwrite a 
partnership effort to accelerate regulatory approval of Valneva’s single-dose Chikungunya 
vaccine for use in regions where outbreaks occur and support WHO prequalification to facilitate 
broader access in lower and middle income countries. 

https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
https://www.gatesmri.org/
https://carb-x.org/
http://cepi.net/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/cepi-awards-up-to-us23-4-million-to-valneva-for-late-stage-development-of-a-single-dose-chikungunya-vaccine/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/cepi-awards-up-to-us23-4-million-to-valneva-for-late-stage-development-of-a-single-dose-chikungunya-vaccine/


  Valneva will also maintain a stockpile of the vaccine candidate and work to transfer the 
secondary manufacturing of the drug product to partners for lower and middle income 
countries—where outbreaks of Chikungunya have occurred—to improve access to the vaccine 
for at-risk populations… 
 
 
Clinton Health Access Initiative, Inc. (CHAI)  [to 27 Jul 2019] 
https://clintonhealthaccess.org/about/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EDCTP    [to 27 Jul 2019] 
http://www.edctp.org/ 
The European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) aims to accelerate the 
development of new or improved drugs, vaccines, microbicides and diagnostics against 
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria as well as other poverty-related and neglected infectious 
diseases in sub-Saharan Africa, with a focus on phase II and III clinical trials 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Emory Vaccine Center    [to 27 Jul 2019] 
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Medicines Agency  [to 27 Jul 2019] 
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/ 
News and press releases  
 
News: Meeting highlights from the Committee for Medicinal Products for Human Use 
(CHMP)  
22-25 July 2019  
 
 
European Vaccine Initiative  [to 27 Jul 2019] 
http://www.euvaccine.eu/news-events  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
FDA [to 27 Jul 2019] 
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/default.htm 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fondation Merieux  [to 27 Jul 2019] 
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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Gavi [to 27 Jul 2019] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
Latest news 
INFUSE 2019: Harnessing innovation to accelerate urban immunisation coverage 
Three new ‘Pacesetters’ selected to boost access to vaccine and primary health services for 
developing country populations living in complex urban settings 
   Geneva, 26 July 2019 – A chatbot technology powered by artificial intelligence (AI), an 
analytics platform using crowd-sourced data and a new approach to transgender community 
engagement have all been chosen to be 2019’s INFUSE Pacesetters… 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 27 Jul 2019] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 27 Jul 2019] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
Video 
Faces of the Fight  
23 July 2019 
   The fight against HIV, TB and malaria has many faces. They span ages and geographies and 
gender. Their diversity shows us that these diseases don’t affect one “type” of person. We can 
all see ourselves in these champions – in their challenges, their hopes and their strength.  
 
 
Hilleman Laboratories   [to 27 Jul 2019] 
http://www.hillemanlabs.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Human Vaccines Project   [to 27 Jul 2019] 
http://www.humanvaccinesproject.org/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IAVI  [to 27 Jul 2019] 
https://www.iavi.org/newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Coalition of Medicines Regulatory Authorities (ICMRA) 
http://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/news 
Statements and Press Releases 
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https://www.gavi.org/library/news/gavi-features/2019/infuse-2019--harnessing-innovation-to-accelerate-urban-immunisation-coverage/
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/specials/2019-07-23-faces-of-the-fight/
http://www.hillemanlabs.org/
http://www.humanvaccinesproject.org/media/press-releases/
https://www.iavi.org/newsroom
http://www.icmra.info/drupal/en/news


ICMRA statement about confidence in biosimilar products (for healthcare 
professionals) (July 2019)  
 
ICMRA statement about confidence in biosimilar products (for patients and the 
public) (July 2019) 
 
 
IFFIm 
http://www.iffim.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFRC   [to 27 Jul 2019] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
Asia Pacific, Philippines 
Philippines: Urgent action needed to halt deadly dengue outbreak 
   Manila/Kuala Lumpur/Geneva, 26 July 2019 – Urgent action is needed to contain a dengue 
outbreak in the Philippines as cases continue to soar and an unprecedented nationwide 
emergency alert is issued…an alarming dengue outbreak with more than 115,000 cases 
reported since the beginning of the year – 85 per cent more than during the same period in 
2018. To date, dengue has already led to 491 deaths, 30 per cent of them children between the 
ages of 5 and 9. 
26 July 2019 
 
 
IVAC  [to 27 Jul 2019] 
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IVI   [to 27 Jul 2019] 
http://www.ivi.int/ 
IVI News & Announcements 
IVI, KSC hold donation ceremony for Raphas 
   July 25, 2019 – SEOUL, South Korea. IVI and the Korea Support Committee for IVI (KSC) 
jointly held a donation ceremony in honor of Raphas, which has renewed commitment to 
support IVI’s vaccine development and delivery for children in developing countries. The Korean 
biopharmaceutical company, an IVI donor since 2015, will conduct a ‘Giving Vaccine’ campaign 
to use a portion of its sales to increase contributions to IVI through KSC… 
 
 
JEE Alliance  [to 27 Jul 2019] 
https://www.jeealliance.org/ 
Selected News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
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MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 27 Jul 2019]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Selected News; Project Updates, Reports  
Journal article  
Hepatitis E should be considered a neglected tropical disease  
 
Cambodia  
Affordable drugs and new hepatitis C treatment method save lives  
24 Jul 2019  
 
Venezuela  
Addressing mounting health needs in Venezuela  
24 Jul 2019  
 
 
NIH  [to 27 Jul 2019] 
http://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases 
July 23, 2019   
PrEP use high but wanes after three months among young African women  
— Innovative adherence strategies needed to support long-term usage, NIH-funded study 
suggests.  
 
Most women use vaginal ring for HIV prevention in open-label study 
July 23, 2019 — NIH-supported research explored tool to expand HIV prevention choices for 
women.  
 
NIH awards contract for acute flaccid myelitis natural history study 
July 23, 2019 — The rare but serious condition causes muscle weakness and paralysis.  
  
 
PATH  [to 27 Jul 2019]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
July 16, 2019 by PATH  
PATH’s research on differentiated care in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
recognized at the 2019 International AIDS Conference on HIV Science 
July 22, 2019 by PATH  
   Yesterday at the 2019 International AIDS Conference on HIV Science (IAS 2019), PATH was 
announced as a recipient of the International AIDS Society/Merck Sharpe & Dohme Prize for 
Operational and Implementation Research in Differentiated Service Delivery in recognition of      
outstanding research in differentiated service delivery. 
   PATH was awarded the prize for a study looking at the effectiveness of client-centered HIV 
treatment distribution models in retaining people living with HIV on treatment in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC)… 
 
 
Sabin Vaccine Institute  [to 27 Jul 2019] 
http://www.sabin.org/updates/pressreleases 
Thursday, July 25, 2019 Thursday, July 25, 2019 
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Sabin Vaccine Institute and The Aspen Institute Release Report Calling for Bold, 
New, and Coordinated Commitments to Making Universal Influenza Vaccines a 
Reality 
Report by cross-disciplinary team of global experts highlights urgent need for a vaccine that can 
protect the world against influenza; provides bold, actionable recommendations 
   WASHINGTON, D.C. – A new report released today by the Sabin-Aspen Vaccine Science & 
Policy Group, a joint initiative of the Sabin Vaccine Institute and the Aspen Institute, calls for an 
urgent, coordinated effort to amplify and focus resources on the long-sought, but overdue 
achievement of a universal influenza vaccine (UIV). The report, titled “Accelerating the 
Development of a Universal Influenza Vaccine,” is the result of a 9-month effort from a cross-
disciplinary group of 24 internationally recognized experts and innovators with experience in 
government, public health, industry, finance, philanthropy, and advocacy. With 300,000 to 
650,000 people killed annually from influenza and millions of lives threatened by the emergence 
of a pandemic strain, influenza remains one of the world’s most serious infectious disease 
threats… 
  
 
UNAIDS [to 27 Jul 2019]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
25 July 2019 
Botswana puts young people at the centre of its AIDS response  
 
25 July 2019 
Empowering women living with HIV in Djibouti to live dignified lives  
 
 
UNICEF  [to 27 Jul 2019] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Reports 
 
Press release 
Partnerships and innovation help UNICEF deliver results for children in 150 
countries 
   In 2018, UNICEF reached nearly half the world’s children with vaccines; provided 13.3 million 
bed nets and nearly 50,000 tonnes of ready-to-use food 
23/07/2019  
   In 2018, UNICEF helped children by: 
:: Procuring 2.36 billion doses of vaccines to fight a variety of diseases including measles, 
diphtheria, tetanus and HPV, and reach nearly half the world’s children 
:: Providing children access to safe water with 1.26 billion water purification tablets and 
chlorination/flocculation sachets 
:: Protecting children from mosquito-borne diseases using 13.3 million bed nets 
:: Treating children suffering from malnutrition with 47,760 tonnes of ready-to-use therapeutic 
food 
:: Helping children get back in the classroom with 4.5 million schoolbags and 84,000 education 
kits… 
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Vaccination Acceptance Research Network (VARN)  [to 27 Jul 2019] 
https://vaccineacceptance.org/news.html#header1-2r 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Confidence Project  [to 27 Jul 2019] 
http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/ 
Article of the week - Posted on 21 Jul, 2019 
   An excellent, thoughtful article on the urgent need to diffuse polarized debates to more civil, 
open dialogue with room for differences –  HL 
Preserving Civility in Vaccine Policy Discourse: A Way Forward 
Gregory A. Poland, MD; Jon C. Tilburt, MD; Edgar K. Marcuse, MD   
Published in JAMA 16 July 2019    
 
 
Vaccine Education Center – Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia  [to 27 Jul 2019] 
http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 27 Jul 2019] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
Opinion | 25 July 2019  
Initiative brings biologists together to crack the secrets of human development 
Andrew Chisholm and Sheny Chen 
Cellular and Developmental Sciences team Wellcome  
   The Human Developmental Biology Initiative is a £10 million project to provide insights 
into how humans develop – from one cell to billions of different cells that make up our tissues 
and organs. 
 
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 27 Jul 2019] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 27 Jul 2019] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2019/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
BIO    [to 27 Jul 2019] 
https://www.bio.org/insights/press-release 
Jul 23 2019 
Senate Finance Drug Pricing Proposal Misses the Mark 
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    “While we’re pleased that the Senate Finance Committee proposal caps what beneficiaries 
have to pay out of pocket for medicines under Medicare Part D, it adopts a framework that 
punishes some of the most innovative biotech cures and transformative therapies."  
 
DCVMN – Developing Country Vaccine Manufacturers Network  [to 27 Jul 2019] 
http://www.dcvmn.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
IFPMA   [to 27 Jul 2019] 
http://www.ifpma.org/resources/news-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
PhRMA    [to 27 Jul 2019]  
http://www.phrma.org/press-room 
July 25, 2019 
PhRMA Statement Opposing Senate Finance Committee Drug Pricing Legislation 
   “…The Senate Finance Committee legislation is the wrong approach to lowering drug prices. 
It would siphon more than $150 billion from researching and developing new medicines and 
give those savings to the government, insurers and PBMs, instead of using those savings to 
lower costs for seniors at the pharmacy counter…” 
 
 
   *  *  *  * 

 
Journal Watch 
   Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review continues its weekly scanning of key peer-
reviewed journals to identify and cite articles, commentary and editorials, books reviews and 
other content supporting our focu-s on vaccine ethics and policy. Journal Watch is not intended 
to be exhaustive, but indicative of themes and issues the Center is actively tracking. We 
selectively provide full text of some editorial and comment articles that are specifically relevant 
to our work. Successful access to some of the links provided may require subscription or other 
access arrangement unique to the publisher.  
     If you would like to suggest other journal titles to include in this service, please contact 
David Curry at: david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
August 2019 Volume 47, Issue 8, p857-1038  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
Major Articles 
Characteristics associated with hepatitis B vaccination initiation and completion 
among adults traveling to a country of high or intermediate endemicity 
Changwei Tian, Xiaofei Ding, Hua Wang, Wenming Wang, Xiaoming Luo 
p883–888 
Published online: March 15, 2019 
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American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
August 2019 Volume 57, Issue 2, p135-292  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
Research Articles 
Insurance Reimbursements for Routinely Recommended Adult Vaccines in the 
Private Sector 
Yuping Tsai, Fangjun Zhou, Megan C. Lindley 
p180–190 
Published online: June 25, 2019 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
August 2019  109(8) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 101, Issue 1, 2019  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/101/1 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
16 July 2019 Vol: 171, Issue 2  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 27 Jul 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
July 2019 - Volume 4 - 4 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/4 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 27 Jul 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
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http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 27 Jul 2019) 
Research article 
A systematic review of the epidemiology of hepatitis A in Africa  
Hepatitis A, caused by the hepatitis A virus (HAV), is a vaccine preventable disease. In Low and 
Middle-Income Countries (LMICs), poor hygiene and sanitation conditions are the main risk 
factors contributing t...  
Authors: Jenna Patterson, Leila Abdullahi, Gregory D. Hussey, Rudzani Muloiwa and Benjamin 
M. Kagina 
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Mandate vaccination with care  
Governments that are considering compulsory immunizations must avoid stoking anti-vaccine 
sentiment, argue Saad B. Omer, Cornelia Betsch and Julie Leask. 
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Measles 
Peter M. Strebel, M.B., Ch.B., M.P.H., and Walter A. Orenstein, M.D. 
   This Journal feature begins with a case vignette highlighting a common clinical problem. 
Evidence supporting various strategies is then presented, followed by a review of formal 
guidelines, when they exist. The article ends with the authors’ clinical recommendations. 
 
Special Report 
The Ongoing Ebola Epidemic in the Democratic Republic of Congo, 2018–2019 
Oly Ilunga Kalenga, M.D., Ph.D.,  Matshidiso Moeti, M.D., Annie Sparrow, M.B., B.S., M.D., 
M.P.H., Vinh-Kim Nguyen, M.D., Ph.D., Daniel Lucey, M.D., M.P.H., and Tedros A. Ghebreyesus, 
Ph.D. 
Abstract 
The international response to the evolving Ebola epidemic in eastern Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) has had interim successes while facing ongoing difficulties. The outbreak has 
occurred in an area of intractable conflict among multiple armed groups at a time of contentious 
national elections. Despite porous international borders and considerable population movement, 
however, transmission has been confined to North Kivu and Ituri provinces. Factors potentially 
contributing to this containment include conduct of about 55 million screenings, surveillance of 
contacts (12,591 under surveillance currently), testing of 280 samples per day, provision of safe 
and dignified burials for most deaths, vaccination of high-risk people (112,485 vaccinated as of 
May 7, 2019), and medical treatment including four investigational therapies. Major challenges 
remain. Since late February 2019, a sharp rise in cases and increased transmission have been 
observed. These coincide with organized attacks by armed groups targeting response teams, 
deteriorating security, and the population’s increasing distrust of the response effort. The risk of 
local and regional spread remains high given the high proportion of deaths occurring outside 
treatment facilities, relatively low proportions of new patients who were known contacts, 
ongoing nosocomial transmission, and persistent delays in detection and reporting. Stopping 
this epidemic will require the alignment of the principal political and armed groups in eastern 
DRC in support of the response. 
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Government Policy Experiments and Informed Consent  
Douglas MacKay, Averi Chakrabarti  
Public Health Ethics, Volume 12, Issue 2, July 2019, Pages 188–201, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/phe/phy015 
Abstract  
Governments are increasingly making use of field experiments to evaluate policy interventions 
in the spheres of education, public health and welfare. However, the research ethics literature is 
largely focused on the clinical context, leaving investigators, institutional review boards and 
government agencies with few resources to draw on to address the ethical questions they face 
regarding such experiments. In this article, we aim to help address this problem, investigating 
the conditions under which informed consent is required for ethical policy research conducted or 
authorized by government. We argue that investigators need not secure participants' informed 
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consent when conducting government policy experiments if: (i) the government institution 
conducting or authorizing the experiment possesses a right to rule over the spheres of policy 
targeted by the research; and (ii) data collection does not involve the violation of participants' 
autonomy rights. 
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Media/Policy Watch 
  This watch section is intended to alert readers to substantive news, analysis and opinion from 
the general media and selected think tanks and similar organizations on vaccines, immunization, 
global public health and related themes. Media Watch is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative of themes and issues CVEP is actively tracking. This section will grow from an initial 
base of newspapers, magazines and blog sources, and is segregated from Journal Watch above 
which scans the peer-reviewed journal ecology.  
  We acknowledge the Western/Northern bias in this initial selection of titles and invite 
suggestions for expanded coverage. We are conservative in our outlook in adding news sources 
which largely report on primary content we are already covering above. Many electronic media 
sources have tiered, fee-based subscription models for access. We will provide full-text where 
content is published without restriction, but most publications require registration and some 
subscription level. 
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Early Results On Alzheimer's Vaccine Trial In People With Down Syndrome 
Promising, Researchers Say 
“This is the first vaccine targeting Abeta that has been tested in the Down syndrome 
population,” said Prof. Andrea Pfeifer, CEO of AC Immune, adding that she believes studying 
the Down syndrome population is critical for developing successful treatments for everyone with 
Alzheimer’s. 
By Robin Seaton Jefferson Contributor 
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Vaccine Proponents Receive Death Threats. Again. 
Vaccine controversy remains a hotbed of debate and strong opinions. Advocates publicly voicing 
support of widespread vaccination continue to be recipients of not only criticism, but also of 
death threats. 
By  Nina Shapiro  Contributor 
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Congo Draws Up a New Battle Plan Against Ebola Amid Power Struggle 
   Following the resignation of the country’s health minister, the president will take over the 
response and deploy a new vaccine. 
By Donald G. McNeil Jr. and Denise Grady  Jul 26 
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Deployment of Second Ebola Vaccine Would Not Be Quick Fix, Experts Warn 
The resignation of Congo's health minister in the midst of the country's worst Ebola outbreak 
could clear the way for a second experimental vaccine to be deployed. But the new shot would 
likely take months to win the trust of frightened locals and show results, health officials say. 
By Reuters  July 25  
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Ebola Vaccine Hampered by Deep Distrust in Eastern Congo 
Until his last breath, Salomon Nduhi Kambale insisted he had been poisoned by someone and 
that was the reason he was vomiting blood. The 30-year-old man wouldn't give community 
health teams his phone number, and when they found it, he hung up on them. 
By The Associated Press  July 24 
 
Africa 
Congo’s Health Minister Resigns Over Ebola Approach 
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open access publication, subject to the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/). Copyright is retained by CVEP. 
 
CVEP is a program of the GE2P2 Global Foundation – whose purpose and mission is to advance 
ethical and scientific rigor in research and evidence generation for governance, policy and 
practice in health, human rights action, humanitarian response, heritage stewardship, education 
and sustainable development. The Foundation serves governments, international agencies, 
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and an operating affiliation with the Vaccine Education Center of Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia [CHOP]. 
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