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Milestones :: Perspectives :: Research 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
DRC – Ebola/Measles/Cholera 
 
Editor’s Note: 
With the confirmed cases of Ebola in Uganda, a number of parallel announcements from 
governments, agencies and NGOs working in the crisis areas emerged this week as captured 
below.  We lead with the IHR Emergency Committee statement: 
 
Statement on the meeting of the International Health Regulations (2005) 
Emergency Committee for Ebola virus disease in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo 
14 June 2019  [Editor’s text bolding] 
The meeting of the Emergency Committee convened by the WHO Director-General under the 
International Health Regulations (IHR) (2005) regarding Ebola virus disease in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC) took place on Friday, 14 June 2019, from 12:00 to 17:00 Geneva 
time (CEST).  
 
Context and Discussion  
The Committee expressed its deep concern about the ongoing outbreak, which, despite some 
positive epidemiological trends, especially in the epicentres of Butembo and Katwa, shows that 
the extension and/or reinfection of disease in other areas like Mabalako, presents, once again, 
challenges around community acceptance and security. In addition, the response continues to 
be hampered by a lack of adequate funding and strained human resources.  
 
The cluster of cases in Uganda is not unexpected; the rapid response and initial 
containment is a testament to the importance of preparedness in neighbouring 
countries. The Committee commends the communication and collaboration between 
DRC and Uganda.  
 
At the same time, the exportation of cases into Uganda is a reminder that, as long as this 
outbreak continues in DRC, there is a risk of spread to neighbouring countries, although the risk 
of spread to countries outside the region remains low.  
 
The Committee wishes to commend the heroic work of all responders, who continue to work 
under extremely challenging and stressful conditions.  
 
The Committee extensively debated the impact of a PHEIC declaration on the response, 
possible unintended consequences, and how these might be managed. Differing views were 
expressed, as the Committee acknowledged that recent cases in Uganda constitute international 
spread of disease. 
 
Conclusions and Advice  
It was the view of the Committee that the outbreak is a health emergency in DRC 
and the region but does not meet all the three criteria for a PHEIC under the IHR. 

https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/14-06-2019-statement-on-the-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-for-ebola-virus-disease-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/14-06-2019-statement-on-the-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-for-ebola-virus-disease-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/14-06-2019-statement-on-the-meeting-of-the-international-health-regulations-(2005)-emergency-committee-for-ebola-virus-disease-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo


While the outbreak is an extraordinary event, with risk of international spread, the 
ongoing response would not be enhanced by formal Temporary Recommendations 
under the IHR (2005).  
 
The Committee provided the following public health advice, which it strongly urges countries 
and responding partners to heed: 
   :: At-risk countries should improve their preparedness for detecting and managing exported 
cases, as Uganda has done.  
   :: Cross-border screening in DRC should continue and its quality improved and sustained.  
   :: Continue to map population movements and sociological patterns that can predict risk of 
disease spread.  
   :: All priority countries should put in place approvals for investigational medicines and 
vaccines as an immediate priority for preparedness.  
   :: Optimal vaccine strategies that have maximum impact on curtailing the outbreak, as 
recommended by WHO’s Strategic Advisory Group of Experts (SAGE), should be implemented 
rapidly.  
   :: The Committee is deeply disappointed that WHO and the affected countries 
have not received the funding and resources needed for this outbreak. The 
international community must step up funding and support strengthening of 
preparedness and response in DRC and neighbouring countries.  
   :: Continue to strengthen community awareness, engagement, and participation. There has 
been a great deal of progress in community engagement activities. However, in border 
communities, where mobility is especially likely, community engagement needs to be more 
sharply targeted to identify the populations most at risk.  
   :: The implementation by the UN and partners of more coordinated measures to reduce 
security threats, mitigate security risks, and create an enabling environment for public health 
operations is welcomed and encouraged by the Committee as an essential platform for 
accelerating disease-control efforts.  
   :: The Committee strongly emphasizes its previous advice against the application of any 
international travel or trade restrictions.  
   :: The Committee does not consider entry screening at airports or other ports of entry to be 
necessary.  
 
The Committee advised the WHO Director-General to continue to monitor the situation closely 
and reconvene the Emergency Committee as needed…. 
 
…Representatives of the National Communicable Disease Control Commission in Uganda 
reviewed recent cases, contacts, and contact tracing. They updated the Committee on their 
response actions, including notification to WHO and political involvement, and preparedness 
activities that have been taking place since August 2018. A national coordination task force has 
been activated and a rapid response team deployed. Clinical management is available in an 
Ebola Treatment Unit in Bwera. Screening is taking place at official points of entry. Ring 
vaccination will begin on 15 June.  
 
A representative of the WHO Regional Office for Africa presented the status of 
regional preparedness activities, particularly in Burundi, Rwanda, South Sudan, and 
Uganda. Ongoing challenges were noted, especially at district/subnational levels, as well as 
inadequate crossborder collaboration and a lack of funding to sustain preparedness activities. 



 
A representative of the International Organization for Migration updated the 
Committee on prevention, detection, and control measures at points of entry, for 
cross-border preparedness… 
 
The UN Ebola Emergency Response Coordinator gave an update on the security 
situation and efforts to create a dynamic, nimble enabling environment to support 
outbreak response. There have been frequent disruptions to the response, which has had 
implications for increased numbers of cases. UN-wide support is needed to strengthen the 
public health response and coordinate international assistance. Access and community 
acceptance are increasing, with decreases in cases in some areas. Increases in attacks in some 
areas are being addressed… 
 
…Based on the above advice, the reports made by the affected States Parties, and 
the currently available information, the Director-General accepted the Committee’s 
assessment that the Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo does 
not constitute a Public Health Emergency of International Concern… 
 
:::::: 
 
Disease Outbreak News (DONs)   
Ebola virus disease – Democratic Republic of the Congo  13 June 2019  
   The Ebola virus disease (EVD) outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) 
continues to show a decrease in the number of new cases in hotspots such as Katwa, Beni and 
Kalunguta health zones. However, in other areas such as Mabalako and Butembo, moderate 
rates of transmission continue… 
 
45: Situation report on the Ebola outbreak in North Kivu   12 June 2019 

…Points of Entry (PoE) 
   From 3 to 9 June, 1,873,230 screenings were performed, giving a total over 65 million 
cumulative screenings. This week, a total of 62 alerts were notified, of which 19 were validated 
as suspect cases following investigation; none were returned positive for EVD after laboratory 
testing. This brings the cumulative number of alerts to 1,214, with 467 validated as suspect 
cases, and 11 subsequently confirmed with EVD following laboratory testing. An average of 
92% PoEs and PoCs reported screenings daily this week.  
  On 5 June 2019, four vaccinated contacts lost to follow-up were intercepted at PoC OPRP, 
travelling from Butembo to Goma on their 13th day of follow-up. All four have agreed to return 
to Butembo until the end of their follow-up period... 
 
…Implementation of ring vaccination protocol 
   As of 8 June 2019, 131,471 people at risk have consented to and received the rVSV-ZEBOV-
GP Ebola vaccine. Of those, 33,046 are contacts and 87,886 contacts-of-contacts. The total 
number of vaccines includes 31,016 HCWs/FLWs and 34,522 children 1-17 years of age.  
   Four new rings (2 in Katwa, 1 in Mandima and 1 in Mabalako) have opened around six 
confirmed cases from 5 June 2019 and three new rings (2 in Katwa and 1 in Butembo) were 
opened around eight confirmed cases on 7 June 2019.  
 

https://www.who.int/csr/don/13-june-2019-ebola-drc/en/
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/325242/SITREP_EVD_DRC_UGA_20190612-eng.pdf?ua=1


   Despite the challenges in the field and considering the cases reported between 30 April 2019 
and 20 May 2019, only 31/337 (9.2%) of the cases do not have a ring defined and their 
contacts and contacts-of-contacts vaccinated. For 113/337 (33.5%) of the cases the ring 
vaccination was completed and for 193/337 (57.2%) ring vaccination was ongoing at the time 
of writing this report. This important progress is the result of the use of innovative delivery 
strategies (i.e. pop-up vaccination and targeted geographic vaccination) and strong community 
negotiations and engagement… 
 

:::::: 
 
Update On African Union Actions in Response to Recent Ebola Outbreaks 
Africa CDC   13 June 2019 
   Following the recent outbreak of Ebola cases reported in Uganda, The African Union (AU) is 
collaborating with the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Uganda to mobilise support to 
ensure adequate response and implementation of prevention and control measures, including 
deployment of senior experts from the AU’s Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention 
(Africa CDC). 
   Africa CDC teams are also currently deployed to the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and 
have been involved in implementing key interventions in partnership with the Government and 
other partners. 
   SUMMARY OF AFRICA CDC ACTIVITIES IN THE DRC… 
 
:::::: 
 
CDC Activates Emergency Operations Center for Ebola Outbreak in Eastern DRC  
Wednesday, June 12, 2019 
   Today the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is announcing activation of 
its Emergency Operations Center (EOC) on Thursday, June 13, 2019, to support the inter-
agency response to the current Ebola outbreak in eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC). The DRC outbreak is the second largest outbreak of Ebola ever recorded and the largest 
outbreak in DRC’s history. The confirmation this week of three travel-associated cases in 
Uganda further emphasizes the ongoing threat of this outbreak. As part of the Administration’s 
whole-of-government effort, CDC subject matter experts are working with the USAID Disaster 
Assistance Response Team (DART) on the ground in the DRC and the American Embassy in 
Kinshasa to support the Congolese and international response. The CDC’s EOC staff will further 
enhance this effort. 
   CDC’s activation of the EOC at Level 3, the lowest level of activation, allows the agency to 
provide increased operational support for the response to meet the outbreak’s evolving 
challenges. CDC subject matter experts will continue to lead the CDC response with enhanced 
support from other CDC and EOC staff. 
   “We are activating the Emergency Operations Center at CDC headquarters to provide 
enhanced operational support to our expanded Ebola response team deployed in DRC,” said 
CDC Director Robert R. Redfield, M.D. “Through CDC’s command center we are consolidating 
our public health expertise and logistics planning for a longer term, sustained effort to bring this 
complex epidemic to an end.”… 
 
:::::: 
 

https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20190613/update-african-union-actions-response-recent-ebola-outbreaks
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2019/p0612-ebola-operations-center.html
https://www.cdc.gov/cpr/eoc/index.htm


Press release 
UNICEF launches swift response as first Ebola cases and deaths confirmed in 
Uganda 
5-year-old boy and his grandmother die from Ebola virus in western Uganda 
KAMPALA/NAIROBI/NEW YORK, 13 June 2019 – UNICEF has launched an emergency Ebola 
response plan in Uganda following the confirmation of the first three cases of Ebola Virus 
Disease in the country over the past two days.  
 
Among the cases was a 5-year-old boy who, following a visit with his family to the neighbouring 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), returned to Uganda on 9 June and died on Tuesday 
night after having been transferred to the Bwera Ebola Treatment Unit in Kasese.   
The boy’s grandmother also died from the virus in Kasese district on Wednesday, where almost 
400,000 children live. 
 
UNICEF’s shift to its response phase in Uganda follows months of preparedness and prevention 
efforts as Ebola cases increased in neighbouring Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).  
“As our thoughts are with this young boy’s family, this is a tragic reminder that even one case 
of Ebola is one too many,” said UNICEF Representative in Uganda, Dr. Doreen Mulenga. “We 
must do everything possible to stop this outbreak in its tracks and prevent other needless 
deaths.  UNICEF is intensifying its efforts to do so and minimize this outbreak’s potentially 
devastating impact on children and communities at-large in Uganda.”… 
 
:::::: 
 
DRC Ebola outbreaks – MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières   
Crisis update - June 2019  -   
 
Democratic Republic of Congo  
Restoring trust among communities fearful of Ebola   
Project Update 13 Jun 2019  
 
Democratic Republic of Congo  
Massive mobilisation urgently needed to curb fast-spreading measles… -   
Press Release 11 Jun 2019  
:: New measles outbreak in DRC is anticipated to be the worst the country has seen since 2012 
:: MSF urges national and international organisations to immediately coordinate to help curb the 
spread, including vaccination 
:: Vaccines and supplies to help with the outbreak response must be urgently secured 
 
:::::: 
 
Africa, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Uganda 
Red Cross on alert as Uganda confirms first Ebola case 
   Kampala/Nairobi/Geneva, 12 June – Red Cross teams are on high alert following the 
confirmation of the first Ebola case in Uganda. According to the Ministry of Health, a five-year-
old boy from Uganda returned from the Democratic Republic of the Congo (D … 
12 June 2019 
 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-launches-swift-response-first-ebola-cases-and-deaths-confirmed-uganda
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-launches-swift-response-first-ebola-cases-and-deaths-confirmed-uganda
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-launches-swift-response-first-ebola-cases-and-deaths-confirmed-uganda
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/unicef-launches-swift-response-first-ebola-cases-and-deaths-confirmed-uganda
https://www.msf.org/drc-2018-ebola-outbreak-crisis-update
https://www.msf.org/restoring-trust-among-communities-fearful-ebola-drc
https://www.msf.org/massive-mobilisation-urgently-needed-curb-fast-spreading-measles-outbreak-drc
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/red-cross-alert-uganda-confirms-first-ebola-case/


::::::  
:::::: 
 
IBM, KPMG, Merck and Walmart to collaborate as part of FDA's program to evaluate 
the use of blockchain to protect pharmaceutical product integrity 
The FDA pilot program explores innovative and emerging approaches for the tracing and 
verification of prescription products 
ARMONK, N.Y., NEW YORK, KENILWORTH, N.J., and BENTONVILLE, Ark., June 13, 2019 
/PRNewswire/ -- IBM (NYSE: IBM), KPMG, Merck (NYSE: MRK), and Walmart (NYSE: 
WMT) today announced that the companies have been selected by the United States Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) to be included in a program in support of the U.S. Drug Supply Chain 
Security Act (DSCSA) that addresses requirements to identify, track and trace prescription 
medicines and vaccines distributed within the United States. 
 
The program is intended to assist drug supply chain stakeholders, including FDA, in developing 
the electronic, interoperable system that will identify and trace certain prescription drugs as 
they are distributed within the United States.  
 
"Our supply chain strategy, planning and logistics are built around the customers and patients 
we serve," said Craig Kennedy, Senior Vice President, Supply Chain, at Merck, which is known 
as MSD outside the U.S. and Canada. "Reliable and verifiable supply helps improve confidence 
among all the stakeholders—especially patients—while also strengthening the foundation of our 
business."   
 
Each company brings unique expertise to the project, which will create a shared permissioned 
blockchain network that allows real-time monitoring of products. The proposed network is 
intended to help reduce the time needed to track and trace inventory; allow timely retrieval of 
reliable distribution information; increase accuracy of data shared among network members; 
and help determine the integrity of products in the distribution chain, including whether 
products are kept at the correct temperature.  
 
"With successful Blockchain pilots in pork, mangoes and leafy greens that provide enhanced 
traceability, we are looking forward to the same success and transparency in the 
biopharmaceutical supply chain," said Karim Bennis, Walmart's Vice President of Strategic 
Planning and Implementation, Health and Wellness. "We believe we have to go further than 
offering great products that help our customers live better at everyday low prices. Our 
customers also need to know they can trust us to help ensure products are safe. This pilot and 
U.S. Drug Supply Chain Security Act requirements will help us do just that."  
 
Blockchain is designed to establish a permanent record and may be integrated with existing 
supply chain and traceability systems… 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/ibm-kpmg-merck-and-walmart-to-collaborate-as-part-of-fdas-program-to-evaluate-the-use-of-blockchain-to-protect-pharmaceutical-product-integrity-300866751.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/ibm-kpmg-merck-and-walmart-to-collaborate-as-part-of-fdas-program-to-evaluate-the-use-of-blockchain-to-protect-pharmaceutical-product-integrity-300866751.html
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2495203-1&h=2668156075&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ibm.com%2Finvestor&a=IBM
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/ibm-kpmg-merck-and-walmart-to-collaborate-as-part-of-fdas-program-to-evaluate-the-use-of-blockchain-to-protect-pharmaceutical-product-integrity-300866751.html#financial-modal
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/ibm-kpmg-merck-and-walmart-to-collaborate-as-part-of-fdas-program-to-evaluate-the-use-of-blockchain-to-protect-pharmaceutical-product-integrity-300866751.html#financial-modal


Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
 
Regular Weekly Update not published. 
  
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Editor’s Note: 
WHO has posted a refreshed emergencies page which presents an updated listing of Grade 
3,2,1 emergencies as below. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 15 Jun 2019] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: 45: Situation report on the Ebola outbreak in North Kivu   12 June 2019 

:: Disease Outbreak News (DONs)  Ebola virus disease – Democratic Republic of the Congo  13 June 
2019  
[See Ebola DRC above for detail] 
 
Bangladesh - Rohingya crisis - No new digest announcements identified 
Mozambique floods  - No new digest announcements identified 
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified 
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan  - No new digest announcements identified 
Syrian Arab Republic - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen  - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 15 Jun 2019] 
Central African Republic  
:: The Central African Republic prepares for Ebola response  
12 June 2018 – Bangui “The Central African Republic has made a good start in preparing for a 
possible Ebola outbreak,” said Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General of the World 
Health Organization (WHO), at the end of a short visit to the country. “But we must remain 
vigilant, and consolidate the work started.”… 
 
Afghanistan  - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified 
Cyclone Idai - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
Iran floods 2019 - No new digest announcements identified 
Iraq - No new digest announcements identified 
Libya - No new digest announcements identified 
Malawi floods - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV - No new digest announcements identified 
Niger - No new digest announcements identified 
occupied Palestinian territory  - No new digest announcements identified 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/325242/SITREP_EVD_DRC_UGA_20190612-eng.pdf?ua=1
https://www.who.int/csr/don/13-june-2019-ebola-drc/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/bgd/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/mozambique
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/central-african-republic-prepares-ebola-response?country=906&name=Central%20African%20Republic
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/cyclone-idai/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irn/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/countries/irq/index.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/malawi
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/


Sudan - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 15 Jun 2019] 
Afghanistan - No new digest announcements identified 
Angola - No new digest announcements identified 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 
Djibouti - No new digest announcements identified 
Indonesia - Sulawesi earthquake 2018  - No new digest announcements identified 
Kenya   - No new digest announcements identified 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This 
is the global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-
scale humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   
:: Syria: Situation Report 5: Recent Developments in Northwestern Syria (as of 14 June 2019) 
HIGHLIGHTS 
   :: Violence in northwest Syria continued over the last ten days throughout Eid al Fitr, which 
marks the end of Ramadan. 
Airstrikes and shelling in southern Idleb, northern Hama and western Aleppo governorates is 
putting civilians at risk and impeding the delivery of assistance. 
   :: Humanitarian response is ongoing with hundreds of thousands of people receiving critical 
assistance essential for their survival. Violence in areas directly affected by conflict is driving 
displacement into densely-populated areas, putting a strain on service delivery for partners. 
   :: A further escalation of violence, triggering waves of displacement and complicating 
humanitarian access and provision of humanitarian assistance risks overwhelming an already 
stretched response. 
 
Yemen  
:: Yemen: Flash floods Flash Update No. 1 As of 11 June 2019 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
CYCLONE IDAI and Kenneth  

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
https://afro.who.int/countries/angola
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/fr/countries/dji/
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/emergencies/sulawesi-earthquake/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-situation-report-5-recent-developments-northwestern-syria-14-june
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-flash-floods-flash-update-no-1-11-june-2019
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclone-idai
https://www.unocha.org/southern-and-eastern-africa-rosea/cyclones-idai-and-kenneth


:: Mozambique: “Three months on, the world’s attention has moved on. We cannot let this 
happen”  14 Jun 2019 

 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 15 Jun 2019]  
13 June 2019   News release 
New study finds no link between HIV infection and contraceptive methods 
 
11 June 2019   News release 
Collaboration between France and WHO to realize the vision of the WHO Academy 
   Today Emmanuel Macron, President of the French Republic and Dr Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General met at WHO Headquarters in Geneva signed a Declaration 
of Intent to establish the WHO Academy that will revolutionize lifelong learning in health. The 
Academy aims to reach millions of people with innovative learning via a state-of-the-art digital 
learning experience platform at a campus in Lyon and embedded in the six WHO regions. The 
WHO Academy Lyon hub will feature high-tech learning environments, a world-class health 
emergencies simulation centre and collaboration spaces for learning co-design, research and 
innovation… 
 
:::::: 
 
Weekly Epidemiological Record, 14 June 2019, vol. 94, 24 (pp. 281–288)  
:: Progress towards measles elimination in Pakistan, 2000–2018 
  
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO      
:: Promising results from malaria-prevention medication among children in Borno State, Nigeria  
14 June 2019  
:: New WHO scorecard shows poor progress of the viral hepatitis response in the African region 
14 June 2019  
:: Cross border disease outbreak simulation exercise reinforces preparedness in East Africa 
12 June 2019  
:: Confirmation of case of ebola virus disease in Uganda  11 June 2019  
:: Local leaders help turn the tide on Ebola  10 June 2019  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: PAHO calls for blood donation systems to be strengthened to ensure 100% voluntary 
donations (06/12/2019) 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
No new digest content identified. 
 
WHO European Region EURO  

https://www.unocha.org/story/mozambique-%E2%80%9Cthree-months-world%E2%80%99s-attention-has-moved-we-cannot-let-happen%E2%80%9D
https://www.unocha.org/story/mozambique-%E2%80%9Cthree-months-world%E2%80%99s-attention-has-moved-we-cannot-let-happen%E2%80%9D
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/13-06-2019-new-study-finds-no-link-between-hiv-infection-and-contraceptive-methods
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/11-06-2019-collaboration-between-france-and-who-to-realize-the-vision-of-the-who-academy
https://www.who.int/wer/2019/wer9424/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/promising-results-malaria-prevention-medication-among-children-borno-state-nigeria
https://www.afro.who.int/news/new-who-scorecard-shows-poor-progress-viral-hepatitis-response-african-region
https://www.afro.who.int/news/cross-border-disease-outbreak-simulation-exercise-reinforces-preparedness-east-africa
https://www.afro.who.int/news/confirmation-case-ebola-virus-disease-uganda-0
https://www.afro.who.int/news/local-leaders-help-turn-tide-ebola
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466:2008-media-center-press-releases&Itemid=40108&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15248&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15248&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/


:: Ljubljana Statement on Health Equity agreed – High-level Conference on Health Equity closes 
14-06-2019  
:: Are you a leader for road safety? The Region marks United Nations Global Road Safety Week 
12-06-2019  
:: High-level Conference on Health Equity opens – achieve, accelerate and influence 12-06-2019  
:: New report shows persistent environment and health inequalities in Europe 12-06-2019  
:: Five conditions must be met to achieve health equity, says WHO 11-06-2019  
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: HIV outbreak in Sindh, Pakistan  13 June 2019 
:: WHO delivers 10 ambulances to support medical services in hard-to-reach areas in Iraq 
12 June 2019 
:: WHO support reaches flood victims in Ghat, southern Libya   10 June 2019 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: Dengue increase likely during rainy season: WHO warns  11 June 2019   News release 
   Several Asian countries are experiencing unusually high numbers of dengue cases for this 
time of year. With the rainy season approaching, the World Health Organization (WHO) is 
calling for action to minimize illness and deaths from dengue… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
CDC/ACIP [to 15 Jun 2019] 
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html 
Wednesday, June 12, 2019 
CDC Activates Emergency Operations Center for Ebola Outbreak in Eastern DRC  
[See Ebola – DRC above for detail] 
 
Tuesday, June 11, 2019 
First case of Ebola virus disease diagnosed in Uganda  
 
 
MMWR News Synopsis for Friday, June 14, 2019 
Notes from the Field: Administration of Expired Injectable Influenza Vaccines Reported to the 
Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System — United States, July 2018–March 2019 
 
:::::: 
 
Africa CDC   [to 15 Jun 2019] 
https://au.int/en/africacdc 
13 June 2019 
Update On African Union Actions in Response to Recent Ebola Outbreaks 
[See Ebola – DRC above for detail] 
 
:::::: 
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http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/disease-prevention/violence-and-injuries/news/news/2019/6/are-you-a-leader-for-road-safety-the-region-marks-united-nations-global-road-safety-week2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/events/events/2019/06/healthy,-prosperous-lives-for-all-in-the-european-region-high-level-conference-on-health-equity/news/news/2019/06/high-level-conference-on-achieving,-accelerating-and-influencing-progress-on-health-equity-opens2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/events/events/2019/06/healthy,-prosperous-lives-for-all-in-the-european-region-high-level-conference-on-health-equity/news/news/2019/06/new-report-shows-persistent-environment-and-health-inequalities-in-europe2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/sections/press-releases/2019/five-conditions-must-be-met-to-achieve-health-equity,-says-who
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/pak/pakistan-news/pakistan-hiv-outbreak-in-sindh-province.html
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-news/who-delivers-10-ambulances-to-support-medical-services-in-hard-to-reach-areas.html
http://www.emro.who.int/lby/libya-news/who-support-reaches-flood-victims-in-ghat-southern-libya.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/news/detail/11-06-2019-dengue-increase-likely-during-rainy-season-who-warns
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html
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https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2019/p0612-ebola-operations-center.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2019/p0611-first-ebola-case.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/mmwrnews/2019/0614.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/68/wr/mm6823a3.htm?s_cid=mm6823a3_w
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https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20190613/update-african-union-actions-response-recent-ebola-outbreaks


China CDC   
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
National Health Commission of the People's Republic of China 
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Announcements 
 
Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 15 Jun 2019] 
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 15 Jun 2019] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
JUNE 13, 2019  
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Public Statement on the ECHO Trial Results  
   SOUTH AFRICA, June 13, 2019 – Today, the Evidence for Contraceptive Options and HIV 
Outcomes (ECHO) trial* released study results comparing the relative risk of HIV acquisition 
among women using one of the following three contraceptive methods: the injectable 
contraceptive DMPA-IM; the Jadelle LNG-implant; and a copper intrauterine device, or IUD.  
   “We’re encouraged the ECHO trial found no substantial difference in HIV acquisition among 
the methods tested because millions of women around the world rely on modern contraception 
to make informed decisions about their health and futures,” said Chris Elias, President of Global 
Development at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. “Nonetheless, it’s concerning to see 
persistently high HIV incidence among women seeking contraception in eastern and southern 
Africa. This study underscores the urgent need to improve integrated care that includes high-
quality counseling and a range of contraceptive and HIV prevention options.”… 
 
 
Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute    [to 15 Jun 2019] 
https://www.gatesmri.org/ 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute is a non-profit biotech organization. Our 
mission is to develop products to fight malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrheal diseases—three 
major causes of mortality, poverty, and inequality in developing countries. The world has 
unprecedented scientific tools at its disposal; now is the time to use them to save the lives of 
the world's poorest people  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARB-X   [to 15 Jun 2019] 
https://carb-x.org/ 

http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/
http://en.nhc.gov.cn/
https://alleninstitute.org/what-we-do/frontiers-group/news-press/
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases/2019/06/Bill-and-Melinda-Gates-Foundation-Public-Statement-on-the-ECHO-Trial-Results
https://www.gatesmri.org/
https://carb-x.org/


CARB-X is a non-profit public-private partnership dedicated to accelerating antibacterial 
research to tackle the global rising threat of drug-resistant bacteria. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CEPI – Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations  [to 15 Jun 2019] 
http://cepi.net/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Health Access Initiative, Inc. (CHAI)  [to 15 Jun 2019] 
https://clintonhealthaccess.org/about/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EDCTP    [to 15 Jun 2019] 
http://www.edctp.org/ 
The European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) aims to accelerate the 
development of new or improved drugs, vaccines, microbicides and diagnostics against 
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria as well as other poverty-related and neglected infectious 
diseases in sub-Saharan Africa, with a focus on phase II and III clinical trials 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Emory Vaccine Center    [to 15 Jun 2019] 
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Medicines Agency  [to 15 Jun 2019] 
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/ 
News and press releases  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Vaccine Initiative  [to 15 Jun 2019] 
http://www.euvaccine.eu/news-events  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
FDA [to 15 Jun 2019] 
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/default.htm 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Fondation Merieux  [to 15 Jun 2019] 
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 

http://cepi.net/
https://clintonhealthaccess.org/about/
http://www.edctp.org/
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http://www.fondation-merieux.org/


 
 
Gavi [to 15 Jun 2019] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
11 June 2019 
New management training for immunisation leaders kicks-off at the University of 
Yaounde 
National teams from six Gavi-supported countries will attend the first forum of the nine-month 
programme 
   Yaounde, 10 June 2019 - Yale’s Global Health Leadership Initiative (GHLI), the University of 
Yaoundé I (UYI), PATH, and Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance have joined forces to strengthen 
leadership and management of national immunisation programmes in French-speaking Gavi-
supported countries. The Expanded Program on Immunisation Leadership and Management 
Programme (EPI LAMP) is an innovative management training course to improve the managerial 
capacity of governments to support Gavi’s mission to ensure every child is protected with life-
saving vaccines.  
   The program reflects a commitment by all partners to ensure that French-speaking healthcare 
professionals have access to world-class leadership and management education.  The program 
builds on a successful EPILAMP for English-speaking delegations hosted last year at the 
University of Global Health Equity (UGHE) in Rwanda. From 2016-2020, Gavi, the Vaccine 
Alliance aims to immunise 300 million children worldwide, saving 5-6 million lives. Achieving this 
goal requires effective planning, implementation and monitoring of immunisation programmes. 
This year, the program will include 26 participants from six countries: Cameroon, Burkina Faso, 
Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Congo Republic, and Guinea… 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 15 Jun 2019] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 15 Jun 2019] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News 
Global Fund Applauds South Africa’s New Human Rights Plan for HIV and TB  
13 June 2019 
 
Voices 
Our Global Health Security is Only as Strong as our Weakest Link  
12 June 2019 
 
 
Hilleman Laboratories   [to 15 Jun 2019] 
http://www.hillemanlabs.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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Human Vaccines Project   [to 15 Jun 2019] 
http://www.humanvaccinesproject.org/media/press-releases/ 
Press Release 
2019 Michelson Prize Winners Push the Next Frontiers of Human Immunology 
   June 13, 2019 – The Michelson Medical Research Foundation and the Human Vaccines Project 
are awarding the 2019 Michelson Prizes to three young scientists, who will each receive 
$150,000 for their novel approaches toward deciphering how the human immune system fights 
disease… 
 
 
IAVI  [to 15 Jun 2019] 
https://www.iavi.org/newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFFIm 
http://www.iffim.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFRC   [to 15 Jun 2019] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
Africa, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Uganda 
Red Cross on alert as Uganda confirms first Ebola case 
   Kampala/Nairobi/Geneva, 12 June – Red Cross teams are on high alert following the 
confirmation of the first Ebola case in Uganda. According to the Ministry of Health, a five-year-
old boy from Uganda returned from the Democratic Republic of the Congo (D … 
12 June 2019 
 
 
IVAC  [to 15 Jun 2019] 
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IVI   [to 15 Jun 2019] 
http://www.ivi.int/ 
IVI News & Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
JEE Alliance  [to 15 Jun 2019] 
https://www.jeealliance.org/ 
Selected News and Events 
AHSC will focus on research and development for health security at the Global 
Health Security Conference 2019 in Sydney  
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13.6.2019 
    The first Global Health Security Conference on 18 – 20 June 2019 in Sydney aims to bring 
together practitioners, researchers, educators, representatives and decision-makers across the 
fields of...  
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 15 Jun 2019]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Selected News; Project Updates, Reports  
DRC Ebola outbreaks  
Crisis update - June 2019  
Crisis Update 13 Jun 2019  
 
Democratic Republic of Congo  
Restoring trust among communities fearful of Ebola  
Project Update 13 Jun 2019  
 
HIV/AIDS  
HIV project in South Africa reaches 90-90-90 target one year ahead o… 
Press Release 12 Jun 2019  
 
Mediterranean migration  
European policies continue to claim lives on the Mediterranean Sea  
Press Release 12 Jun 2019  
 
Democratic Republic of Congo  
Massive mobilisation urgently needed to curb fast-spreading measles… 
Press Release 11 Jun 2019  
 
 
NIH  [to 15 Jun 2019] 
http://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases 
June 10, 2019  
NIH welcomes 50 young scientists to year-long medical research scholar program 
— Participants receive mentored training and conduct research in areas that match their 
personal interests and goals.  
 
 
PATH  [to 15 Jun 2019]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Sabin Vaccine Institute  [to 15 Jun 2019] 
http://www.sabin.org/updates/pressreleases 
No new digest content identified. 
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UNAIDS [to 15 Jun 2019]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
14 June 2019 
Positive health, education and gender equality outcomes for Myanmar youth  
 
13 June 2019 
Stepping up for China’s AIDS response  
 
11 June 2019 
Leadership as a process of influence  
 
Responding to the HIV outbreak in Larkana  
 
Women who inject drugs more likely to be living with HIV  
 
 
UNICEF  [to 15 Jun 2019] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Statements, Press Releases, Reports 
Press release  
Record number of people facing critical lack of food in South Sudan 
61 per cent of the population are projected to face crisis levels of food insecurity or worse 
14/06/2019  
 
Press release 
One woman and six newborns die every two hours from complications during 
pregnancy or childbirth in Yemen - UNICEF 
14/06/2019  
 
Press release 
UNICEF launches swift response as first Ebola cases and deaths confirmed in 
Uganda 
5-year-old boy and his grandmother die from Ebola virus in western Uganda 
13/06/2019  
 
Press release 
Sweden, Norway, Iceland, Estonia and Portugal rank highest for family-friendly 
policies in OECD and EU countries 
Switzerland, Greece, Cyprus, United Kingdom and Ireland among lowest ranking countries 
12/06/2019  
 
Statement 
Children killed, injured, detained and abused amid escalating violence and unrest in 
Sudan 
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore 
11/06/2019  
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Vaccine Confidence Project  [to 15 Jun 2019] 
http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/ 
Confidence Commentary:  
How to combat health misinformation online: A research roundup 
Posted on 15 Jun, 2019 
   Highlights of an article published by the Harvard Kennedy School of Government Center for 
Media and Policy  Full article here  By Chloe Reichel June 13, 2019 
 
 
Vaccine Education Center – Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia  [to 15 Jun 2019] 
http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 15 Jun 2019] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 15 Jun 2019] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 15 Jun 2019] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2019/ 
14/06/19 
Read all the press releases of the 87th OIE General Session 
 
Read all the SG News of the 87th OIE General Session 
 
Closing of the 87th General Session of the World Organisation for Animal Health 
(OIE) 
May 31, 2019 | Press Release 
26 – 31 May 2019 
   At the closing of the 87th OIE General Session, countries commit to responding to the 
sanitary challenges of today and tomorrow, protecting animals and the livelihoods of families 
who depend on them, by the adoption of several resolutions. From the new OIE international 
Standards adopted, to the impact of external factors in the Veterinary Services, the state of play 
of the global animal health situation with a particular focus on the devastating African swine 
fever, official disease status recognised, and an update on the fight against antimicrobial 
resistance, here is an overview… 
 
:::::: 
 
BIO    [to 15 Jun 2019] 
https://www.bio.org/insights/press-release 
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No new digest content identified. 
 
DCVMN – Developing Country Vaccine Manufacturers Network  [to 15 Jun 2019] 
http://www.dcvmn.org/ 
20 June 2019 
Webinar: GAVI / WHO on Vaccine Innovation Priorities II 
 
IFPMA   [to 15 Jun 2019] 
http://www.ifpma.org/resources/news-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
PhRMA    [to 15 Jun 2019]  
http://www.phrma.org/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
   *  *  *  * 

 
Journal Watch 
   Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review continues its weekly scanning of key peer-
reviewed journals to identify and cite articles, commentary and editorials, books reviews and 
other content supporting our focus on vaccine ethics and policy. Journal Watch is not intended 
to be exhaustive, but indicative of themes and issues the Center is actively tracking. We 
selectively provide full text of some editorial and comment articles that are specifically relevant 
to our work. Successful access to some of the links provided may require subscription or other 
access arrangement unique to the publisher.  
     If you would like to suggest other journal titles to include in this service, please contact 
David Curry at: david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
June 2019 Volume 47, Issue 6, p601-734  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/currentMajor Articles 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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participation. Much evidence and debate on this topic has focused on high-income settings, 
while the greatest health burdens and research gaps occur in low-middle income countries, 
highlighting the need to take account of voices from more diverse contexts. 
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by HPN May 2019  
The theme of this edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Women Deliver, is making 
humanitarian action work for women and girls. Despite gains, including commitments made at 
the World Humanitarian Summit, there is still much to be done to address the gendered impacts 
of humanitarian crises and improve gender-sensitive humanitarian action. 
 
In the lead article, Jacqueline Paul advocates for feminist humanitarian action based on 
evidence that improvements in women’s socio-economic status can reduce excess mortality 
among women after shocks. Jean Kemitare, Juliet Were and Jennate Eoomkham look at the role 
of local women’s rights organisations in preventing and responding to violence against women 
and girls, and Marcy Hersh and Diana Abou Abbas highlight opportunities for more concrete 
action on sexual and reproductive health in emergencies. 
 
Citing experience from Vanuatu, Jane Newnham explains how women will choose to use 
contraceptives even during a humanitarian response, when services and counselling are 
delivered in an appropriate and responsive way. Drawing on experience in Bangladesh, Tamara 
Fetters and colleagues challenge the belief that abortion is a non-essential service, or too 
complicated for humanitarian actors to provide. Darcy Ataman, Shannon Johnson, Justin Cikuru 
and Jaime Cundy reflect on an innovative programme using music therapy to help survivors of 
trauma. 
 
Emilie Rees Smith, Emma Symonds and Lauryn Oates highlight lessons from the STAGE 
education programme in Afghanistan, and Degan Ali and Deqa Saleh outline how African 
Development Solutions is helping women and girls take on leadership and decision-making roles 
in Somalia. Fiona Samuels and Taveeshi Gupta explore patterns of suicide among young people 
in Vietnam, with a particular focus on girls, and Subhashni Raj, Brigitte Laboukly and Shantony 
Moli illustrate the importance of a gendered approach to community-based disaster risk 
reduction in the South-West Pacific. Nicola Jones, Workneh Yadete and Kate Pincock draw on 
research in Ethiopia to explore the gender- and age-specific vulnerabilities of adolescents. The 
edition ends with an article by Julie Rialet-Cislaghi on how humanitarian responses can better 
address child marriage. 
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Scoping Review 
Impact of past and on-going changes on climate and weather on vector-borne 
diseases transmission: a look at the evidence  
The climate variables that directly influence vector-borne diseases’ ecosystems are mainly 
temperature and rainfall. This is not only because the vectors bionomics are strongly dependent 
upon these variables, ...  
Authors: Florence Fouque and John C. Reeder 
Citation: Infectious Diseases of Poverty 2019 8:51  
Published on: 13 June 2019 
 
 
International Health 
Volume 11, Issue 3, May 2019 
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
International Journal of Community Medicine and Public Health 
Vol 6, No 6 (2019)  June 2019 
https://www.ijcmph.com/index.php/ijcmph/issue/view/51 
[New issue; No new digest content identified] 
 
 
International Journal of Epidemiology 
Volume 48, Issue Supplement_1, April 2019 
https://academic.oup.com/ije/issue/48/Supplement_1 
SUPPLEMENT  
Applying an equity lens to time trends in maternal and child health in Brazil: 1982–2015 plus 
Cohort profile up-date: The 1993 Pelotas (Brazil) Birth Cohort follow-up at 22 years  
 
 
International Journal of Human Rights in Healthcare 
Volume 12 Issue 2   2019 
https://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/ijhrh/12/2 
[Reviewed earlier]  
 
 
International Journal of Infectious Diseases  
June 2019 Volume 83, p1-170  
https://www.ijidonline.com/issue/S1201-9712(19)X0008-9 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
JAMA  
June 11, 2019, Vol 321, No. 22, Pages 2143-2252  
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
Recommendation Statement 

https://idpjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40249-019-0565-1
https://idpjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40249-019-0565-1
http://inthealth.oxfordjournals.org/content/current
https://www.ijcmph.com/index.php/ijcmph/issue/view/51
https://academic.oup.com/ije/issue/48/Supplement_1
https://www.emeraldinsight.com/toc/ijhrh/12/2
https://www.ijidonline.com/issue/S1201-9712(19)X0008-9
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx


Preexposure Prophylaxis for the Prevention of HIV InfectionUS Preventive Services 
Task Force Recommendation Statement  
US Preventive Services Task Force  
free access has active quiz has audio  
   This 2019 Recommendation Statement from the US Preventive Services Task Force 
recommends offering preexposure prophylaxis (PrEP) with effective antiretroviral therapy to 
persons at high risk of HIV acquisition (A recommendation). 

Audio Interview: Screening for HIV infection and Use of Preexposure Prophylaxis for 
Prevention of HIV Infection: US Preventive Services Task Force Recommendation 
Statements  
Editorial 
HIV Screening and Preexposure Prophylaxis GuidelinesFollowing the Evidence  
Hyman Scott, MD; Paul A. Volberding, MD  
Audio Interview: HIV Screening and Preexposure Prophylaxis Guidelines  
New USPSTF Guidelines for HIV Screening and Preexposure Prophylaxis (PrEP)Straight 
A’s  
Rochelle P. Walensky, MD, MPH; A. David Paltiel, PhD, MBA  

 
Evidence Report 
Preexposure Prophylaxis for the Prevention of HIV InfectionEvidence Report and 
Systematic Review for the US Preventive Services Task Force  
Roger Chou, MD; Christopher Evans, MD, MPH; Adam Hoverman, DO; et al.  
free access has audio  
JAMA. 2019;321(22):2214-2230. doi:10.1001/jama.2019.2591  
   This systematic review to support the 2019 US Preventive Services Task Force guideline on 
preexposure prophylaxis (PrEP) for the prevention of HIV infection summarizes published 
evidence on the benefits and harms of preexposure antiretroviral therapy in adults without 
preexisting HIV infection. 
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Research 
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Pharmacovigilance systems in resource-limited settings: an evaluative case study of 
Sierra Leone  
Few low and middle-income countries (LMIC) have fully operational pharmacovigilance 
structures, systems and legal framework to collect and collate safety data and evaluate the risks 
and benefits by active and passive approaches. However, in a LMIC such as Sierra Leone, the 
capacity to manage the risks by taking appropriate preventative actions to help inform 
therapeutic decisions, promote rational use of medicines, guide risk management and 
communications is gradually growing but yet to be fully optimized. This study sought to assess 
the current status of pharmacovigilance in Sierra Leone since it became the 87th member of the 
World Health Organisation International Drug Monitoring Programme.  
Authors: Onome T. Abiri and Wiltshire C. N. Johnson 
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Contemporary vaccination policy in the European Union: tensions and dilemmas  
Katharina T. Paul, Kathrin Loer 
Abstract 
This paper seeks to contribute to a more nuanced discourse on vaccination policy. Current 
polarization between either mandatory and entirely voluntary is misleading, as virtually all 
immunization programs feature a combination of instruments that comprise mandatory and 
voluntary elements. We develop this argument by presenting five case studies from the 
European Union (EU). By systematically acknowledging the nuances of political and institutional 
varieties, we build the case for reframing the terms of the debate in the EU and beyond. 
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Gender inequality and restrictive gender norms: framing the challenges to health 
Lori Heise at el, on behalf of the Gender Equality, Norms and Health Steering Committee 
Summary  
Gender is not accurately captured by the traditional male and female dichotomy of sex. Instead, 
it is a complex social system that structures the life experience of all human beings. This paper, 
the first in a Series of five papers, investigates the relationships between gender inequality, 
restrictive gender norms, and health and wellbeing. Building upon past work, we offer a 
consolidated conceptual framework that shows how individuals born biologically male or female 
develop into gendered beings, and how sexism and patriarchy intersect with other forms of 
discrimination, such as racism, classism, and homophobia, to structure pathways to poor health. 
We discuss the ample evidence showing the far-reaching consequences of these pathways, 
including how gender inequality and restrictive gender norms impact health through differential 
exposures, health-related behaviours and access to care, as well as how gender-biased health 
research and health-care systems reinforce and reproduce gender inequalities, with serious 
implications for health… 
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Act now on CRISPR babies  
Another researcher has announced controversial plans to gene edit babies. The scientific 
community must intervene. 
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Principles of and strategies for germline gene therapy  
Don P. Wolf, Paul A. Mitalipov & Shoukhrat M. Mitalipov 
Abstract 
Monogenic disorders occur at a high frequency in human populations and are commonly 
inherited through the germline. Unfortunately, once the mutation has been transmitted to a 
child, only limited treatment options are available in most cases. However, means of correcting 
disease-causing nuclear and mitochondrial DNA mutations in gametes or preimplantation 
embryos have now been developed and are commonly referred to as germline gene therapy 
(GGT). We will discuss these novel strategies and provide a path forward for safe, high-
efficiency GGT that may provide a promising new paradigm for preventing the passage of 
deleterious genes from parent to child. 
 
Brief Communication | 03 June 2019  
CCR5-∆32 is deleterious in the homozygous state in humans  

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14680009/current
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-01786-3
https://www.nature.com/nbt/volumes/37/issues/5
https://www.nature.com/ng/volumes/51/issues/5
https://www.nature.com/nm/volumes/25/issues/5
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-019-0473-8
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-019-0459-6


   Individuals homozygous for the CCR5-∆32 allele have a 21% increase in mortality rate in the 
UK Biobank cohort. In light of the CRISPR-baby scandal, this work highlights the need for 
understanding the unintended consequences of introducing mutations in humans. 
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Mendelson, Monica Taljaard, Steven J. Hoffman  
| published 11 Jun 2019 PLOS Medicine  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1002819  
   Growing political attention to antimicrobial resistance (AMR) offers a rare opportunity for 
achieving meaningful action. Many governments have developed national AMR action plans, but 
most have not yet implemented policy interventions to reduce antimicrobial overuse. A 
systematic evidence map can support governments in making evidence-informed decisions 
about implementing programs to reduce AMR, by identifying, describing, and assessing the full 
range of evaluated government policy options to reduce antimicrobial use in humans. 
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Abstract 
A small PCR-generated DNA fragment was introduced into a pharmaceutical grade ink as a 
molecular taggant, and the DNA tagged ink was delivered onto the surface of capsules by 
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standard high-speed offset printing. The amount of DNA in the ink on each capsule is roughly 
10−12 fold lower than that allowed as safe by the United States Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) and the WHO with regards to acceptable limits of residual DNA. The printed ink on the 
capsule surface was sampled by swabbing, followed by direct analysis of the DNA-swab 
complex, without subsequent DNA purification. It was shown that DNA recovered from the ink 
by swabbing was suitable for PCR-CE analysis—a widely used method in forensic science and 
was also suitable for qPCR and isothermal DNA amplification, when coupled with portable 
devices similar to those used for environmental sampling and food safety testing. The data set 
a precedent: A small DNA fragment could be introduced as an excipient into a pharmaceutical 
application, and thereafter tracked through the pharmaceutical supply chain via forensic DNA 
authentication. 
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Is there any harm in administering extra-doses of vaccine to a person? Excess doses 
of vaccine reported to the Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS), 2007–
2017 
Pedro L. Moro, Jorge Arana, Paige L. Marquez, Carmen Ng, ... Maria Cano 
Pages 3730-3734 
 
Volume 37, Issue 27   Pages 3505-3624 (12 June 2019) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/vaccine/vol/37/issue/27 
Review article  Open access 
Vaccine procurement in the Middle East and North Africa region: Challenges and 
ways of improving program efficiency and fiscal space 
Miloud Kaddar, Helen Saxenian, Kamel Senouci, Ezzeddine Mohsni, Nahad Sadr-Azodi 
Pages 3520-3528 
 
Research article  Open access 
Scope and magnitude of private sector financing and provision of immunization in 
Benin, Malawi and Georgia 
Ann Levin, Spy Munthali, Venance Vodungbo, Natia Rukhadze, ... Logan Brenzel 
Pages 3568-3575 
 
 
Vaccines — Open Access Journal 
http://www.mdpi.com/journal/vaccines 
(Accessed 15 Jun 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Value in Health  
June 2019 Volume 22, Issue 6, p619-750  
http://www.valueinhealthjournal.com/current 
THEMED SECTION: CURATIVE THERAPIES 
Estimating the Clinical Pipeline of Cell and Gene Therapies and Their Potential 
Economic Impact on the US Healthcare System 
Casey Quinn, Colin Young, Jonathan Thomas, Mark Trusheim, the MIT NEWDIGS FoCUS Writing 
Group 
p621–626  Published online: May 16, 2019 
Highlights 
   :: In total, we project that about 350 000 patients will have been treated with 30 to 60 
products by 2030. About half the launches are expected to be in B-cell (CD-19) lymphomas and 
leukemias.    
   :: This should be considered against the projected prices and total treatment costs of many of 
these new therapies, which are expected to exceed current average acquisition costs of 
treatments. 
   :: The interplay of long-term treatment value and the upfront cell and gene therapy costs on 
the one hand, and access restrictions on the other hand, create a need to develop precision 
financing solutions that can ensure appropriate patient access to needed treatments, increase 
affordability for payers, and sustain private investment in innovation. 
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Are Payers Ready, Willing, and Able to Provide Access to New Durable Gene 
Therapies? 
Jane F. Barlow, Mo Yang, J. Russell Teagarden 
p642–647 
Published online: May 16, 2019 
Highlights 
   :: Understanding the payer perspective and the challenges they face in delivering affordable 
healthcare coverage while ensuring access to medical innovation is critical to the sustainability 
of research and development of new cures. 
   :: Variation exists in payer awareness of and ability to absorb the cost of new durable gene 
therapies. Public payers are constrained by regulatory requirements affording them less 
flexibility than other payer segments to actively manage these new costs. 
   :: Payers are open to new financing mechanisms, favoring performance-based contracts and 
risk pooling strategies to absorb the aggregate impact of new market entrants and extended 
indications for high cost durable therapies over the next 3 to 5 years. 
 
Analytic Considerations in Applying a General Economic Evaluation Reference Case 
to Gene Therapy 
Michael F. Drummond, Peter J. Neumann, Sean D. Sullivan, Frank-Ulrich Fricke, Sean Tunis, 
Omar Dabbous, Mondher Toumi 
p661–668 
Published online: May 16, 2019 
Highlights 
   :: Gene therapy is a novel approach that uses specific genetic material to treat or prevent 
disease. It has been argued that these therapies have special characteristics that pose 
challenges for economic evaluation and may require changes in methods. 
   :: The article provides a detailed analysis of the special characteristics of gene therapy, 
discusses what changes in methods may be necessary, and outlines the particular factors to 
which analysts and decision makers should pay particular attention in the economic evaluation 
of these therapies. 
   :: The guidance given should help decision makers undertake a more informed assessment of 
the costs and benefits of gene therapies. 
 
SYSTEMATIC LITERATURE REVIEW 
Real-World Evidence in Healthcare Decision Making: Global Trends and Case Studies 
From Latin America 
Nahila Justo, Manuel A. Espinoza, Barbara Ratto, Martha Nicholson, Diego Rosselli, Olga 
Ovcinnikova, Sebastián García Martí, Marcos B. Ferraz, Martín Langsam, Michael F. Drummond 
p739–749 
Published in issue: June 2019 
Highlights 
   :: On collecting case studies from 4 South American countries, this study found that the 
collection and uses of real-world evidence (RWE) in healthcare decision making are inconsistent 
across regions, providers, and insurance schemes. RWE initiatives are somewhat hampered by 
fragmentation, lack of stewardship, and limited resources. 
   :: A literature review and database mapping revealed that in South America RWE is mainly 
used for pharmacovigilance and academic research, less so for HTA decision making or pricing 
negotiations, and not at all to inform early access schemes. 
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Media/Policy Watch 
  This watch section is intended to alert readers to substantive news, analysis and opinion from 
the general media and selected think tanks and similar organizations on vaccines, immunization, 
global public health and related themes. Media Watch is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative of themes and issues CVEP is actively tracking. This section will grow from an initial 
base of newspapers, magazines and blog sources, and is segregated from Journal Watch above 
which scans the peer-reviewed journal ecology.  
  We acknowledge the Western/Northern bias in this initial selection of titles and invite 
suggestions for expanded coverage. We are conservative in our outlook in adding news sources 
which largely report on primary content we are already covering above. Many electronic media 
sources have tiered, fee-based subscription models for access. We will provide full-text where 
content is published without restriction, but most publications require registration and some 
subscription level. 
 
The Atlantic 
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/ 
Accessed 15 Jun 2019  
Jessica Biel and the End of Vaccine Exemptions - The Atlantic 
June 14, 2019 
 
BBC 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ 
Accessed 15 Jun 2019  
14 Jun 2019  
New York bans religious exemptions for vaccines amid measles outbreak 
 
The Economist 
http://www.economist.com/ 

https://www.mdpi.com/1999-4915/11
https://www.mdpi.com/1999-4915/11/4
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/
https://www.google.com/url?client=internal-uds-cse&cx=011155507021793277500:q1wrtf3mvmu&q=https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2019/06/jessica-biel-vaccine-exemptions/591763/&sa=U&ved=2ahUKEwiH3OuS4OziAhUiUt8KHRC4Da8QFjADegQIEBAC&usg=AOvVaw0atJjgvJ81xCBdctx8dYKp
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-48625990
http://www.economist.com/


Accessed 15 Jun 2019  
[No new, unique, relevant content] 
 
Financial Times 
http://www.ft.com/home/uk 
Accessed 15 Jun 2019  
[No new, unique, relevant content] 
 
Forbes 
http://www.forbes.com/ 
Accessed 15 Jun 2019  
Jun 13, 2019 
'My Body, My Choice' Is Not A Vaccine Slogan 
   A new California bill being proposed will require physician-requested medical vaccine 
exemptions to be approved by public health officials. Political and Hollywood celebrities are 
trying to block this. 
By Nina Shapiro Contributor 
  
Jun 10, 2019 
Measles Outbreak Spreads To 2 More States 
Virginia and Idaho confirmed measles cases for the first time.  
 
Foreign Affairs 
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/ 
Accessed 15 Jun 2019  
[No new, unique, relevant content] 
  
Foreign Policy 
http://foreignpolicy.com/ 
Accessed 15 Jun 2019  
[No new, unique, relevant content] 
 
The Guardian 
http://www.guardiannews.com/ 
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[No new, unique, relevant content] 
 
New Yorker 
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Accessed 15 Jun 2019 
[No new, unique, relevant content] 
 
New York Times 
http://www.nytimes.com/ 
Health 
Eager to Limit Exemptions to Vaccination, States Face Staunch Resistance 
Legislators trying to curb the numbers of unvaccinated children have been met with vigorous 
opposition from upset parents. 
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By Roni Caryn Rabin 
June 14 
 
New York 
Measles Outbreak: N.Y. Eliminates Religious Exemptions for Vaccinations 
New York, where measles has spread in ultra-Orthodox Jewish communities, joins California 
and a handful of other states in revoking religious exemptions. 
By Jesse McKinley 
June 13 
 
New York 
Bastion of Anti-Vaccine Fervor: Progressive Waldorf Schools 
Opposition to vaccines on the left is increasingly worrying the authorities. At one progressive 
school, 60 percent of the 300 students were not vaccinated against measles and other diseases. 
By Kimiko de Freytas-Tamura 
June 13 
 
U.S. 
Jessica Biel Weighs In on Vaccine Fight, Drawing Fierce Pushback 
The entry of Ms. Biel, the Hollywood actress, into the conversation broadened the scope of the 
national debate, but also provoked a furious response. 
By Julie Bosman, Patricia Mazzei and Dan Levin 
June 13 
 
Washington Post 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/ 
Jun 14, 2019  
Top D.C. health official urges principals to help boost measles vaccination rate  
Perry Stein and Debbie Truong  
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Think Tanks et al 
 
Brookings 
http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 15 Jun 2019 
[No new relevant content] 
 
Center for Global Development    
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
[No new relevant content] 
 
CSIS 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Accessed 15 Jun 2019 
[No new relevant content] 
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Council on Foreign Relations  
http://www.cfr.org/ 
Accessed 15 Jun 2019 
June 13, 2019  
Democratic Republic of Congo  
The Escalating Ebola Crisis in the DRC  
   An outbreak in the DRC has spread to neighboring Uganda, and conflict and mistrust of 
health workers is impeding international efforts to contain the disease.  
by Claire Felter  
 
June 13, 2019  
Public Health Threats and Pandemics  
The Ebola Virus  
   Endemic to the African tropics, the Ebola virus has killed thousands in recent years, putting 
the World Health Organization and major donor countries in the limelight as they’ve grappled 
with how to …  
Backgrounder by Claire Felter and Danielle Renwick  
 
Kaiser Family Foundation   
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
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[No new relevant content] 
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Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review is a service of the Center for Vaccine  
Ethics and Policy (CVEP)/GE2P2 Global, which is solely responsible for its content, and is an 
open access publication, subject to the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/). Copyright is retained by CVEP. 
 
CVEP is a program of the GE2P2 Global Foundation – whose purpose and mission is to advance 
ethical and scientific rigor in research and evidence generation for governance, policy and 
practice in health, human rights action, humanitarian response, heritage stewardship, education 
and sustainable development. The Foundation serves governments, international agencies, 
INGOs, civil society organizations (CSOs), commercial entities, consortia and alliances. CVEP 
maintains an academic affiliation with the Division of Medical Ethics, NYU School of Medicine, 
and an operating affiliation with the Vaccine Education Center of Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia [CHOP]. 
 

Support for this service is provided by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation; Aeras; PATH, and 
industry resource members Janssen/J&J, Pfizer, Sanofi Pasteur U.S.,Takeda, Moderna 
Therapeutics (list in formation), and the Developing Countries Vaccine Manufacturers Network 
(DCVMN).  
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Support is also provided by a growing list of individuals who use this membership service to 
support their roles in public health, clinical practice, government, NGOs and other international 
institutions, academia and research organizations, and industry. 
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