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Milestones :: Perspectives :: Research 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
New report by PAHO and PATH details strategies to improve vaccine programs 
through effective data use 
Washington, D.C. / Seattle, WA, April 2, 2019 —A new report from the Pan American Health 
Organization (PAHO) and PATH, Immunization Data: Evidence for Action (IDEA), has launched 
to provide the immunization community with clear, proven strategies for improving the quality 
and use of immunization data.  
 
Strategies to improve data use 
While advances in information technology have led to continuous increases in the amount of 
health data available, data remain an underutilized resource in the design and implementation 
of immunization programs throughout the world. The IDEA review identifies five proven 
strategies to improve data use and outlines how funders, policymakers, and program 
implementers can incorporate these best practices to improve the efficacy of state, regional, 
and national immunization programs:  
[1] Strategies that address barriers to immunization should be interconnected and mutually 
reinforcing. 
[2] The more data are used, the more likely data quality will improve. 
[3] Data should be an integral part of health decision-making. 
[4] Digital information systems should be utilized to provide high-quality data to decision-
makers in real time. 
[5] The use of digital systems should be phased to ensure that the proper infrastructure is in 
place to manage them. 
 
“The Region of the Americas has some of the highest levels of vaccination coverage in the 
world, but despite this, many hard-to-reach populations are still left behind,” said Dr. Martha 
Velandia, regional immunization advisor at PAHO. “Ensuring that practitioners have access to 
rigorous immunization data is vital for the design and implementation of evidence-based 
programs that we know will work. The IDEA review is a huge step towards compiling this 
evidence and highlighting the areas where more data are needed,” she added.  
 
IDEA review 
The IDEA review, funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, draws on findings from nearly 
550 documents—including published literature, working papers, project evaluations, and 
reports—distilled and prioritized by global immunization experts. The resulting report provides a 
concise guide for global and public health practitioners, explaining what works to improve data 
quality and use, why it works, and how the immunization community can take evidence-based 
action to improve immunization outcomes around the world.  
 
“PATH and PAHO conducted the IDEA review to systematically gather available evidence and 
identify where interventions are working to improve immunization data use and where we have 
gaps in information,” said Laurie Werner, global director of the BID Initiative with PATH. “The 
five strategies described by the review are intended to serve as a resource for all of us working 

https://www.path.org/media-center/new-report-paho-and-path-details-strategies-improve-vaccine-programs-through-effective-data-use/
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https://findyourfinding.org/idea-report/
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5bca5580b9144949d76ecba1/t/5c08c6116d2a73ebeeb54891/1544078871497/PATH_TopFindingsHandout_General.pdf


in the immunization community and help to advance and refine the efforts that are really 
working.”… 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
Nature   
Volume 568 Issue 7750, 4 April 2019 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
Editorial | 02 April 2019  
Court ruling highlights the threat of vaccine misinformation  
Distorted facts that undermine uptake of the human papillomavirus vaccine could leave a 
generation at risk. 
 
Anti-vaccination campaigns and misinformation are a pernicious threat to public health. 
Outbreaks of measles — a serious disease that vaccination should have nearly eliminated — are 
rising around the world, for example. In this climate, it’s heartening to see any effort to combat 
misinformation about vaccine safety. Over the past few months, tech giants such as Facebook, 
YouTube, Pinterest and Instagram have announced that they are taking at least small steps to 
reduce the spread of such content on their platforms.  
 
But some scientists who publicly call out ‘anti-vaxxers’ are still under pressure. One of them is 
Japanese physician and writer Riko Muranaka, who now lives in Germany and lectures part-time 
at the Kyoto University School of Medicine in Japan. Muranaka has written extensively about the 
safety of a vaccine against the human papillomavirus (HPV), a major cause of cervical and other 
cancers — despite experiencing attacks on her integrity, and even threats of violence. Her 
persistence won her the 2017 John Maddox Prize for Standing up for Science, awarded by the 
UK charity Sense About Science and Nature. 
 
On 26 March, a court in Tokyo ruled that Muranaka had defamed a medical scientist 
who claimed that the HPV vaccine could cause brain damage. Although the case 
against Muranaka was confined to a single charge of libel and did not address the 
underlying science, the repercussions of the ruling are cause for concern. 
 
The World Health Organization recommends that teenaged girls be vaccinated against HPV 
(some countries extend this to boys). The Japanese government endorsed this recommendation 
in April 2013, but only two months later — after unconfirmed media reports of adverse 
reactions — it suspended all active promotion of the vaccine. It investigated the reports and, in 
2014, announced them to be unsubstantiated. Still, it did not lift the suspension, with 
devastating effects: although overall vaccination rates are not publicly available in Japan, a 
study in Sapporo showed that uptake fell from around 70% before the suspension to 0.6% 
after (S. J. B. Hanley et al. Lancet 385, 2571; 2015). The affair has also contributed to declines 
in HPV vaccination elsewhere in the world. 
 
Muranaka’s case centred on work by neurologist Shuichi Ikeda, who at the time was dean of 
medicine at Shinshu University in Matsumoto, Japan. In March 2016, Ikeda declared in a 

http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-01031-x
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(15)61152-7


televised research presentation that the HPV vaccine had caused brain damage in mouse 
experiments. In June, Muranaka criticized the work in the Japanese-language business 
magazine Wedge, calling his presentation a fabrication.  
 
The university subsequently investigated Ikeda’s research and concluded that Ikeda did not 
commit scientific misconduct, but did overstate the conclusions of tentative results. Given this, 
the ministry wrote on its website that Ikeda’s research had “proved nothing” about whether the 
side effects were caused by the HPV vaccine, and that Ikeda bears responsibility for misleading 
the public with an inappropriate presentation. But Ikeda, who left the university after the 
accusations and is now a physician in a general hospital, sued Muranaka for defamation. She 
lost, and she and Wedge were ordered to pay a fine of ¥3.3 million (US$29,700). Wedge was 
told to delete mention of data fabrication from the article, and to publish an apology. Muranaka 
says that she will appeal.  
 
Still, the wider damage is done. Misinformation about the vaccine has left thousands of people 
at unnecessarily high risk of cancer. Despite mounting evidence of the vaccine’s safety, the 
ministry is still debating whether to fully endorse it again. It should, as most countries do. And 
it should not let the ruling be wrongly used as fodder for anti-vaxxers.  
 
If there is a silver lining for those who support Muranaka, it is this: the investigation that led 
Ikeda’s university and the health ministry to censure him for misrepresenting his research was 
triggered by Muranaka’s remarks, and the issue has since won global attention. She may have 
lost a battle, but the bigger war against vaccine misinformation goes on.  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
JAMA  
April 2, 2019, Vol 321, No. 13, Pages 1229-1320  
http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx 
Viewpoint 
Current and Future Challenges for Children Across the World  
Zulfiqar A. Bhutta, MBBS, FRCPCH, PhD; Robert E. Black, MD, MPH  
free access  
JAMA. 2019;321(13):1251-1252. doi:10.1001/jama.2019.1840  
there have been substantial gains in global health in the past decade. Access to energy, 
communications, and clean water has increased and extreme poverty has continued to decline 
(from >40% in 1990 to <10% in 2018).1 Child mortality has declined substantially, with 
approximately 10 million children younger than 5 years dying in 2000 compared with 5.4 million 
in 2017.2 Gains in the health of children worldwide accelerated in part because of the global 
compacts made in the Millennium Development Goals. The goals were developed by the United 
Nations system and signed by 189 countries in September 2000 to reduce maternal and child 
mortality by 75% and 66%, respectively, from an estimated 0.5 million maternal deaths and 
12.4 million child deaths annually in 1990. These global gains were possible because of 
alignment among development agencies, academia, national governments, and community-

http://jama.jamanetwork.com/issue.aspx
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2728949
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2728949#jvp190029r1
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2728949#jvp190029r2


based organizations for introducing globally evidence-based and effective interventions, such as 
vaccines, effective care of sick infants, and other interventions. 
 
Notwithstanding these gains, many challenges remain. The daily toll of nearly 15 000 deaths of 
children before their fifth birthday, with many of these deaths preventable, is unacceptably 
high, and progress in reducing newborn deaths and stillbirths is especially inadequate. In 
addition, the 0.9 million annual deaths among older children (5-9 years) and young adolescents 
(10-14 years) have received relatively little attention.2 Although ample preventive and 
curative interventions addressing newborn, child, and adolescent health exist, there 
is no strategy to integrate planning and health care for children in health systems 
and their linkage to sectors outside of health, such as education, social safety nets, 
housing, and environmental health. Inequalities persist and are often associated 
with poverty, conflict, migration, ethnicity, and urbanization. These challenges are 
insufficiently highlighted in current global strategies or in action plans for child 
health and development. 
 
In addition, global child health efforts still mainly focus on survival. The importance of early 
child development and the effects of poor nutrition on children for long-term outcomes were 
absent in the Millennium Development Goals. The 17 Sustainable Development Goals adopted 
by 193 countries in September 20153 are ambitious, advocate for more holistic definitions of 
health, and include aspirational targets addressing social determinants of health across diverse 
sectors. The increased recognition that cognitive abilities, health, and productivity in 
adults are the consequence of exposures and opportunities in childhood has led to 
calls for investments in improving maternal and child nutrition, nurturing care of 
children, and involvement of other sectors, such as education, leading to enhanced 
human capital, defined as the stock of knowledge, skills, attitudes, health, and other 
personal characteristics that enable individuals to realize their potential as 
productive and responsible members of society.4 
 
Early exposures of children to violence, stress, and displacement could have serious long-term 
consequences. These include children and families living in the midst of conflict, in 
neighborhoods of high crime, as well as refugees and migrants. Such considerations for 
improving the health of women and children using the basic principles of human rights5 should 
not be restricted to low- and middle-income countries. The recent episodes of forced separation 
of children from migrant families seeking asylum at the US-Mexican border and preventable 
child deaths highlight the importance of these concepts even in the best-developed 
democracies. 
 
The prioritization of noncommunicable diseases, including cardiovascular disease, cancer, 
chronic respiratory disease, and diabetes, in the Sustainable Development Goals is welcome but 
also presents challenges. The prevention of many noncommunicable diseases needs to begin in 
childhood with healthful diets and exercise and avoidance of risks, such as smoking. Current 
programs for child health and nutrition are poorly linked to noncommunicable disease 
prevention but offer an opportunity to address these emerging public health priorities in 
childhood with benefits for current and future generations. These approaches are integral to 
optimizing child health and not additional or optional strategies for action. 
 

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2728949#jvp190029r2
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2728949#jvp190029r3
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2728949#jvp190029r4
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2728949#jvp190029r5


The current global focus on universal health coverage and primary health care by the World 
Health Organization should be a cornerstone for accelerating child health and development, yet 
there are strong signals that attention may be shifting. Concentrating on such issues may lead 
to a disproportionate allocation of public resources to tertiary health facilities serving urban 
adult populations, especially in countries with limited national allocations for health and 
diminishing donor assistance. It is notable that the most recent World Health Organization 
executive board resolution on universal health coverage adopted for discussion at the World 
Health Assembly in May 2019 does not mention children or child health—even once.6 Neither 
do the long-awaited restructuring and new initiatives of the World Health Organization mention 
mothers and children or child health explicitly.7 One challenge is ensuring a focus on child 
health without distraction by the large number of strategies involving health issues such as 
programs to treat noncommunicable diseases affecting older populations. 
 
What is needed to improve child global health in the future?  
 
First, to promote global child health and accelerate progress to eliminate 
preventable child deaths by 2030 and improve child development, it is imperative to 
continue to focus on quality and coverage of primary care and preventive programs8 
and on reaching marginalized and at-risk populations, especially those living in 
insecure environments or conflict zones. This will require additional resources and 
different approaches to delivery of services, including engagement of communities, especially 
women, and working with a range of lay health workers in community settings. 
 
Second, the move beyond survival to enhance or improve early child development is 
welcome. Such efforts require developing strategies for implementing nurturing care of children, 
including health, nutrition, and social protection, and ensuring that interventions linking early 
child health with the care of school-aged children and adolescents are prioritized.9 Community 
and outreach programs designed to reach marginalized populations must be prioritized and 
interventions beyond health services expanded, such as living conditions, environmental 
exposures, food security, and education. 
 
Third, a revolution in information systems is needed to improve the monitoring, 
evaluation and population effects of health services. For example, registration of births 
and deaths, with information on the medical and social causes of death, along with illness 
surveillance, would enable targeting resources and responses to health threats. Granular 
information is critical to identify and reach the most vulnerable populations; child mortality is 
increasingly concentrated in certain hot spots that require focused attention.10 Better data and 
feedback are critical to optimize coverage and quality of services in both the public and private 
health sectors and to determine the most cost-effective integrated interventions from birth 
through adolescence. 
 
The next global challenge is to develop a unifying plan for reducing the gap in child 
health and development between resource-limited and resource-rich countries as 
well as gaps within countries. Addressing the social determinants of health in all settings, 
tackling the needs of children living in adverse conditions, and getting governments to 
recognize that optimizing child health is a fundamental human right are central to the mission 
and future of the Sustainable Development Goals. 
[Citations available at title link above] 
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:::::: 
:::::: 
 
1 in 4 health care facilities lacks basic water services – UNICEF, WHO 
WHO-UNICEF Press release 
GENEVA/NEW YORK 03 April 2019 
One in four health care facilities around the world lacks basic water services, impacting over 2 
billion people, according to a new report by the World Health Organization (WHO) and UNICEF 
Joint Monitoring Programme for Water Supply, Sanitation and Hygiene (JMP). 
 
The WHO/UNICEF JMP report, WASH in Health Care Facilities, is the first comprehensive global 
assessment of water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) in health care facilities. It also finds that 1 
in 5 health care facilities has no sanitation service*, impacting 1.5 billion people. The report 
further reveals that many health centres lack basic facilities for hand hygiene and safe 
segregation and disposal of health care waste. 
 
These services are crucial to preventing infections, reducing the spread of antimicrobial 
resistance and providing quality care, particularly for safe childbirth. 
 
“Water, sanitation and hygiene services in health facilities are the most basic requirements of 
infection prevention and control, and of quality care. They are fundamental to respecting the 
dignity and human rights of every person who seeks health care and of health workers 
themselves,” said António Guterres, United Nations Secretary-General.  “I call on people 
everywhere to support action for WASH in all health care facilities.  This is essential to achieve 
the Sustainable Development Goals.” 
 
The WHO/UNICEF JMP report found that just half – 55 per cent – of health care facilities in 
Least Developed Countries (LDCs) had basic water services. It is estimated that 1 in 5 births 
globally takes place in LDCs, and that, each year, 17 million women in these countries give birth 
in health centres with inadequate water, sanitation and hygiene. 
 
“When a baby is born in a health facility without adequate water, sanitation and hygiene, the 
risk of infection and death for both the mother and the baby is high,” said UNICEF Executive 
Director Henrietta Fore. “Every birth should be supported by a safe pair of hands, washed with 
soap and water, using sterile equipment, in a clean environment.” 
 
In an accompanying report, Water, sanitation, and hygiene in health care facilities: Practical 
steps to achieve universal access for quality care, WHO and UNICEF researchers note that more 
than 1 million deaths each year are associated with unclean births. Infections account for 26% 
of neonatal deaths and 11% of maternal mortality… 
 
Both reports can be downloaded from www.washdata.org. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
DRC – Ebola 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/1-4-health-care-facilities-lacks-basic-water-services-unicef-who
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35: Situation report on the Ebola outbreak in North Kivu   
2 April 2019 
[Excerpts] 
Situation update 
This past week saw a notable increase in the number of Ebola virus disease (EVD) cases, with 
72 newly confirmed cases and one new probable case reported in the last seven days; the 
largest proportion of which were from Katwa and Vuhovi health zones… 
 

…Despite these setbacks, it should be noted that the recent shift in strategy of increasing 
community outreach from earlier weeks, is gradually yielding tangible results on the 
ground. In Katwa, the Ebola Treatment Centre was reopened after frank and open dialogue 
with the community. Previously reluctant communities are now permitting access to 
healthcare providers once again, with residents actively participating in the renewed 
response efforts at times. Incidents in the community are now also rigorously followed up 
to minimize any potential misunderstanding, which may inadvertently contribute to 
community reluctance, refusal, or resistance to response efforts. In the outbreak hotspots 
of Katwa, Butembo and Vuhovi, persistent efforts aimed at encouraging community 
dialogues saw the establishment of Ebola community committees across 16 health areas. 
Although these community engagement interventions take time to win over the trust and 
cooperation of the local population, they are an integral tool in aiding the acceptance of 
WHO response efforts to curtail the spread of EVD in these challenging social/geographic 
settings. Successes observed this past week are positive indicators that these measures 
should be maintained whilst continually adapting to the evolving context. 
 
Implementation of ring vaccination protocol 
There are 19 vaccination teams made up of 226 Congolese vaccinators with basic GCP training, 
50 Congolese formally trained in GCP and 43 GCP trained and experienced Guinean/African 
researchers.  
 
As of 31 March, 93 686 contacts and contacts of contacts have been vaccinated.  
 
The 2016 SAGE guidelines recommend that all HCWS and FLWS at risk of Ebola in the affected 
areas and in the areas where the outbreak is likely to spread are offered rVSV ZEBOV GP 
vaccine. 
 
Since the start of the outbreak, healthcare workers and front-line workers at risk of Ebola are 
also being offered preventive vaccination. Almost 27 000 have been vaccinated in the health 
areas affected by the outbreak. In addition, over 15 000 HCWs and FLWs have been vaccinated 
in neighbouring areas where the risk of spread is significant (i.e Goma, South Sudan, Uganda, 
and soon Rwanda and Burundi)… 
 
Risk communication, social mobilization and community engagement 
Community dialogues taking place in hotspots of Butembo, Katwa and Vuhovi health zones 
have led to the establishment of Ebola community committees in four health areas in Katwa, six 
health areas in Butembo, and six health areas in Vuhovi.  
 

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/311641/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20190331-eng.pdf


House to house visits and discussions in public forums, including in market places, schools and 
churches to raise awareness on the evolving Ebola outbreak and clarify related community 
concerns are ongoing in Beni, Bunia, Butembo, Katwa, Mabalako, Oicha, Lubero, and Goma.  
 
A strategic meeting with key operational partners, including NGOs was held in Goma on 25-26 
March with a clear objective for stronger collaboration and alignment of work at the health area 
level to strengthening risk communication and community engagement, informed by social 
science evidence. These include addressing community needs beyond the immediate Ebola 
response interventions.  
 
Community related incidents are systematically being followed up to ensure that any 
misunderstanding leading to reluctance, refusal or resistance of the Ebola response is followed 
up and resolved as quickly as possible… 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
Polio this week as of 3 April 2019 
:: The Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on immunization (SAGE) met on 2-4 April 2019 in 
Geneva, Switzerland. Among other immunization topics, SAGE was provided an update on the 
latest global epidemiology on polio eradication efforts and an overview of the GPEI Endgame 
Strategy 2019-2023. In addition, SAGE endorsed the guidelines for surveillance of vaccine-
derived polioviruses in persons with primary immunodeficiency diseases. 
:: The Pakistan Regional Polio Laboratory is nearing completion with funding from Japan 
International Cooperation Agency. Read more here. 
:: Read about the smart interactive visualization being used for disease surveillance and routine 
immunization assessments for polio eradication efforts in South Sudan. 
 
Summary of new viruses this week:  
:: Afghanistan— one wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) case;  
:: Pakistan –six WPV1-positive environmental samples;  
:: Nigeria— two circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2)-positive environmental 
isolates. 
 
::::::  
 
Around 9.3 million children to be vaccinated in first round of polio campaign in 2019 
[WHO EMRO website] 
Kabul, 1 April, 2019 – The first round of polio national immunization days began on 1 April 2019 
in Afghanistan. The 5-day campaign will target over 9.3 million children under-5 years of age in 
all of Afghanistan’s provinces, except Bamiyan, Daikundi and Ghor provinces due to bad 
weather.  
 

http://polioeradication.org/polio-today/polio-now/this-week/
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/pakistan-regional-polio-laboratory-nearing-completion-thanks-to-japan-international-cooperation-agency/
http://polioeradication.org/news-post/ending-polio-against-all-odds/
http://www.emro.who.int/afg/afghanistan-news/around-93-million-children-to-be-vaccinated-in-first-round-of-nids-in-2019.html


During the campaign about 8.4 million children aged between 6 months to 5 years will also be 
given vitamin A capsules.  Vitamin A helps to build a child’s immunity and reduces the risk of 
diarrhoea, respiratory infections and measles. 
 
The most recent case of polio was reported from the Shahid-e-Hassas district of Uruzgan 
province, which permanently paralysed a 26-month-old male child. This is third case in 
Afghanistan in 2019; 2 other cases were reported from Kandahar province. 
 
Dr Feroz emphasized the importance of the campaign and called on all people to work together 
to eradicate polio. “This is the first national campaign this year and we couldn’t stress this 
enough, but please open your doors when the vaccinators come knocking, bring out your 
children, protect them against this incurable disease.” 
 
Dr Peeperkorn highlighted the effort to eradicate polio globally, calling on all partners to “keep 
the eyes on the prize, as humanity is on the verge of one of the greatest public health 
achievement in history – eradicating polio. Afghanistan can end polio for the world, so let us 
work together, keep our neutrality, work with all layers of society and achieve our goal 
together.” 
 
Polio is incurable and can paralyse children for life. The only way to prevent polio is to 
vaccinate all children with 2 drops of polio vaccine, every time it is offered, until 
they are 5 years of age. Children are protected more with every additional dose of 
oral polio vaccine. Repeated vaccines help to build strong immunity of the child and 
the whole community. 
 
In addition to highlighting the importance of eradicating polio, all parties reaffirmed their 
commitment to strengthen routine immunization, stressing that expanding access to 
immunization is vital for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, poverty reduction and 
universal health coverage. 
 
The polio vaccine is safe and effective and has no side-effects. It has been strongly 
endorsed by prominent local and international Islamic scholars. It is critical to vaccinate all 
children under 5 across the country to stop the virus, including all sick children and newborns, 
whose immunity is weak against this disease. 
 
[Editor’s Note: We recognize serious inaccuracies about OPV in this WHO EMRO 
announcement]. 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Editor’s Note: 
WHO has posted a refreshed emergencies page which presents an updated listing of Grade 
3,2,1 emergencies as below. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 6 Apr 2019] 
Cyclone Idai 
:: Cholera vaccination campaign begins in Mozambique 3 April 2019 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/cyclone-idai/en/
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/03-04-2019-cholera-vaccination-campaign-begins-in-mozambique


 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: Youth speaking to youth about dodging bullets and Ebola in Democratic Republic of the 
Congo  April 2019  
:: 35: Situation report on the Ebola outbreak in North Kivu  2 April 2019 
:: DONs - Ebola virus disease – Democratic Republic of the Congo   4 April 2019 
 
Syrian Arab Republic  
::  Al-Hol Camp, Al-Hasakeh Governorate health situation report  1 April 2019  
 
Bangladesh - Rohingya crisis - No new digest announcements identified   
Myanmar  - No new digest announcements identified 
Nigeria - No new digest announcements identified   
Somalia - No new digest announcements identified 
South Sudan - No new digest announcements identified 
Yemen  - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 6 Apr 2019] 
Iraq  
:: Vaccination campaign against measles, mumps and rubella concludes in Iraq 1 April 2019 
 
occupied Palestinian territory   
:: •  Mobile clinic brings mammography services to remote communities in the West Bank 

April 2019 
 
Libya  
:: Workshop reviews community health workers' training modules for adaption for Libya 
3 April 2019 
 
Zimbabwe  
:: Zimbabwe Launches Mental Health Strategy   1 April 2019 
 
Brazil (in Portugese) - No new digest announcements identified 
Cameroon  - No new digest announcements identified  
Central African Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new digest announcements identified 
Hurricane Irma and Maria in the Caribbean - No new digest announcements identified 
MERS-CoV - No new digest announcements identified 
Niger - No new digest announcements identified 
Sao Tome and Principe Necrotizing Cellulitis (2017) - No new digest announcements identified 
Sudan - No new digest announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 6 Apr 2019] 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
https://afro.who.int/news/youth-speaking-youth-about-dodging-bullets-and-ebola-democratic-republic-congo
https://afro.who.int/news/youth-speaking-youth-about-dodging-bullets-and-ebola-democratic-republic-congo
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/311641/SITREP_EVD_DRC_20190331-eng.pdf
https://www.who.int/csr/don/04-april-2019-ebola-drc/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://applications.emro.who.int/docs/SYR/COPub_SYR_crisis_3_2019_EN.pdf
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/bgd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ssd/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irq/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-news/vaccination-campaign-against-meeasles-mumps-and-rubella-concludes-in-8-governorates-in-iraq.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/pse/palestine-news/mobile-clinic-brings-mammography-services-to-remote-communities-in-the-west-bank.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/lby/libya-news/training-modules-workshop-adaption-for-libya.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
https://afro.who.int/news/zimbabwe-launches-mental-health-strategy
https://www.paho.org/bra/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
http://www.paho.org/disasters/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3613:hurricane-irma-and-maria-in-the-caribbean-2&Itemid=904&lang=en
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://afro.who.int/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/


Afghanistan  
:: Around 9.3 million children to be vaccinated in first round of polio campaign in 2019 
1 April 2019 
 
Chad  - No new digest announcements identified 
Indonesia - Sulawesi earthquake 2018  - No new digest announcements identified 
Kenya   - No new digest announcements identified 
Lao People's Democratic Republic  - No new digest announcements identified 
Mali  - No new digest announcements identified 
Namibia - viral hepatitis  - No new digest announcements identified 
Peru  - No new digest announcements identified 
Philippines - Tyhpoon Mangkhut  - No new digest announcements identified 
Tanzania  - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO AFRO - Outbreaks and Emergencies Bulletin  
Week 13: 25 - 31 March 2019 
The WHO Health Emergencies Programme is currently monitoring 65 events in the region. This 
week’s edition covers key new and ongoing events, including: 
:: Response to the tropical cyclone in southern Africa 
:: Ebola virus disease outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
:: Meningitis outbreak in Togo 
:: Lassa fever outbreak in Liberia. 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This 
is the global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-
scale humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic    
:: Humanitarian Update Syrian Arab Republic - Issue 02 | 4 April 2019 
FIGURES 
People in need of humanitarian assistance 13M 
People in acute need of humanitarian assistance 5.2M 
Internally displaced people (as of August) 6.2M 
Returnees (January – December 2018) 1.4 M 
People in need in UN-declared hardto-reach areas 1.1M 
 
Yemen - No new digest announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 
When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/afg/afghanistan-news/around-93-million-children-to-be-vaccinated-in-first-round-of-nids-in-2019.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/emergencies/sulawesi-earthquake/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lao/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.paho.org/per/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/phl/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
http://newsletters.afro.who.int/outbreaks-weekly-bulletin/190zkhxcd8e3uumq8e588a?email=true&a=11&p=54790353
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/humanitarian-update-syrian-arab-republic-issue-02-4-april-2019
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies


Ethiopia   
:: Ethiopia Humanitarian Bulletin Issue #6 | 18 - 31 March 2019 
 
Somalia   
:: Somalia Humanitarian Bulletin, 1 March – 3 April 2019 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 6 Apr 2019]  
4 April 2019   News release 
Uneven access to health services drives life expectancy gaps: WHO 
 
3 April 2019   News release 
Cholera vaccination campaign begins in Mozambique 
 
3 April 2019   News release 
1 in 4 health care facilities lacks basic water services – UNICEF, WHO 
 
:::::: 
 
Weekly Epidemiological Record, 5 April 2019, vol. 94, 14/15 (pp. 169–188)  
:: Surveillance to track progress towards polio eradication worldwide, 2017–2018 
:: Epidemic meningitis control in countries in the African meningitis belt, 2018 
 
:::::: 
 
GIN March 2019  pdf, 2.89Mb  
2 April 2019 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO     
:: South Africa attends capacity building Workshop to accelerate implementation of the Regional 
Oral Health Strategy 2016-2025  04 April 2019  
:: Moving towards malaria elimination in Namibia  04 April 2019  
:: Youth speaking to youth about dodging bullets and Ebola in Democratic Republic of the 
Congo  03 April 2019  
:: Cholera Vaccination Campaign Begins in Mozambique  03 April 2019  
:: WHO scales up health response to Cyclone Idai in Mozambique  01 April 2019  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 
:: World Health Day: PAHO calls for equitable access to health care (04/03/2019)  
:: New report by PAHO and PATH seeks to improve vaccine programs through effective data 
use (04/02/2019) 
 

https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-humanitarian-bulletin-issue-6-18-31-march-2019
https://www.unocha.org/somalia
https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/somalia-humanitarian-bulletin-1-march-3-april-2019
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/04-04-2019-uneven-access-to-health-services-drives-life-expectancy-gaps-who
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/03-04-2019-cholera-vaccination-campaign-begins-in-mozambique
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/03-04-2019-1-in-4-health-care-facilities-lacks-basic-water-services-unicef-who
https://www.who.int/wer/2019/wer9414_15/en/
https://www.who.int/immunization/GIN_March_2019.pdf
http://www.afro.who.int/
https://www.afro.who.int/news/south-africa-attends-capacity-building-workshop-accelerate-implementation-regional-oral-health
https://www.afro.who.int/news/south-africa-attends-capacity-building-workshop-accelerate-implementation-regional-oral-health
https://www.afro.who.int/news/moving-towards-malaria-elimination-namibia
https://www.afro.who.int/news/youth-speaking-youth-about-dodging-bullets-and-ebola-democratic-republic-congo
https://www.afro.who.int/news/youth-speaking-youth-about-dodging-bullets-and-ebola-democratic-republic-congo
https://www.afro.who.int/news/cholera-vaccination-campaign-begins-mozambique
https://www.afro.who.int/news/who-scales-health-response-cyclone-idai-mozambique
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466&Itemid=40108&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15061&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15050&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en
https://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15050&catid=740&Itemid=1926&lang=en


WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
- No new digest announcements identified 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
:: Primary health care helps extend sexual and reproductive health services in North Macedonia 
05-04-2019  
:: Out-of-pocket payments for health, particularly for medicines, are unaffordable for many in 
Europe 05-04-2019 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: Vaccination campaign against measles, mumps and rubella concludes in Iraq  1 April 2019 
:: Afghanistan to vaccinate 9.3 million children against polio  1 April 2019 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
:: Immunization gaps threaten gains on measles   29 March 2019   News release 
   Measles outbreaks in the World Health Organization (WHO) Western Pacific Region are 
putting babies, children and young people at risk and threatening progress towards wiping out 
the disease…  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
CDC/ACIP [to 6 Apr 2019] 
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html 
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html 
 
MMWR News Synopsis for Friday, April 5, 2019 
Tracking Progress Toward Polio Eradication — Worldwide, 2017–2018 
Poliovirus outbreaks are primarily detected by surveillance for acute flaccid paralysis (AFP) 
among children under 15 years old and testing stool specimens for wild poliovirus (WPV) and 
vaccine-derived polioviruses (VDPVs). A new CDC report finds that the majority of the high-
priority countries evaluated for polio surveillance have met their national AFP surveillance 
targets, but there was substantial subnational variation in surveillance performance. The report 
presents 2017-2018 poliovirus surveillance data, with focus on 31 countries in endemic and 
polio-free World Health Organization regions identified as surveillance-high-priority countries 
due to “high risk of poliovirus transmission and limited capacity to adequately address those 
risks.” These surveillance systems need continued strengthening through monitoring, 
supervision, and improvements in specimen collection and transport to provide sufficient 
evidence for interruption of poliovirus circulation. 
 
:::::: 
 
Africa CDC   [to 6 Apr 2019] 
https://au.int/en/africacdc 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 

http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/events/events/2019/04/world-health-day-2019/news/news/2019/04/primary-health-care-helps-extend-sexual-and-reproductive-health-services-in-north-macedonia2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/events/events/2019/04/world-health-day-2019/news/news/2019/04/out-of-pocket-payments-for-health,-particularly-for-medicines,-are-unaffordable-for-many-in-europe2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/events/events/2019/04/world-health-day-2019/news/news/2019/04/out-of-pocket-payments-for-health,-particularly-for-medicines,-are-unaffordable-for-many-in-europe2
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-news/vaccination-campaign-against-meeasles-mumps-and-rubella-concludes-in-8-governorates-in-iraq.html
http://www.emro.who.int/afg/afghanistan-news/around-93-million-children-to-be-vaccinated-in-first-round-of-nids-in-2019.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
https://www.who.int/westernpacific/news/detail/29-03-2019-immunization-gaps-threaten-gains-on-measles
http://www.cdc.gov/media/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/mmwrnews/2019/0405.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/68/wr/mm6813a4.htm?s_cid=mm6813a4_w
https://au.int/en/africacdc


China CDC   
http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/ 
New website launched...no “news” or “announcements” page identified. Link to National Health 
Commission of the People's Republic of China not responding at inquiry [6 Apr 2019] 
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
Announcements 
 
Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 6 Apr 2019] 
https://www.alleninstitute.org/news-press/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 6 Apr 2019] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute    [to 6 Apr 2019] 
https://www.gatesmri.org/ 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Medical Research Institute is a non-profit biotech organization. Our 
mission is to develop products to fight malaria, tuberculosis, and diarrheal diseases—three 
major causes of mortality, poverty, and inequality in developing countries. The world has 
unprecedented scientific tools at its disposal; now is the time to use them to save the lives of 
the world's poorest people  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARB-X   [to 6 Apr 2019] 
https://carb-x.org/ 
CARB-X is a non-profit public-private partnership dedicated to accelerating antibacterial 
research to tackle the global rising threat of drug-resistant bacteria. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CEPI – Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations  [to 6 Apr 2019] 
http://cepi.net/  
29 Mar 2019 
The woman who helped to stop an Ebola epidemic in Nigeria 
By Niniola Soleye 
   In 2014-2016, West Africa experienced the largest Ebola outbreak to date. Thanks to the 
heroic work of Dr Ameyo Stella Adadevoh and others, Nigeria steered clear of what could have 
been a very deadly outbreak of the disease. Tragically Dr Adadevoh lost her life to Ebola, but 
her legacy lives on today through the Dr Ameyo Stella Adadevoh Health Trust...  
 
29 Mar 2019 - Comment 

http://www.chinacdc.cn/en/
http://en.nhfpc.gov.cn/
http://en.nhfpc.gov.cn/
https://www.alleninstitute.org/news-press/
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases
https://www.gatesmri.org/
https://carb-x.org/
http://cepi.net/
https://cepi.net/news_cepi/the-woman-who-helped-save-nigeria-from-ebola/


You can’t beat epidemics without equitable access to vaccines 
By Richard Hatchett, CEPI CEO 
   We’re developing vaccines against emerging infectious diseases. Getting them to the people 
who need them, when they need them, regardless of ability to pay, is not just important for 
access, it’s the only way to beat epidemic… CEPI is 100% committed to equitable access. This 
commitment drives every aspect of our work and is key to our success as a global health 
organisation… 
 
 
Clinton Health Access Initiative, Inc. (CHAI)  [to 6 Apr 2019] 
https://clintonhealthaccess.org/about/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EDCTP    [to 6 Apr 2019] 
http://www.edctp.org/ 
The European & Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP) aims to accelerate the 
development of new or improved drugs, vaccines, microbicides and diagnostics against 
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria as well as other poverty-related and neglected infectious 
diseases in sub-Saharan Africa, with a focus on phase II and III clinical trials 
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Emory Vaccine Center    [to 6 Apr 2019] 
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Medicines Agency  [to 6 Apr 2019] 
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/ 
News and press releases 
News: EU recommendations for 2019/2020 seasonal flu vaccine composition  
01/04/2019  
 
 
European Vaccine Initiative  [to 6 Apr 2019] 
http://www.euvaccine.eu/news-events  
Latest news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
FDA [to 6 Apr 2019] 
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/default.htm 
April 03, 2019 –  
Statement by FDA Commissioner Scott Gottlieb, M.D., and Biologics Center Director 
Peter Marks, M.D., Ph.D. on FDA’s continued efforts to stop stem cell clinics and 
manufacturers from marketing unapproved products that put patients at risk, while 

https://cepi.net/news_cepi/you-cant-beat-epidemics-without-equitable-access-to-vaccines/
https://cepi.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/CEPI-Approach-to-Equitable-Access-13-12-FINAL_0.pdf
https://clintonhealthaccess.org/about/
https://clintonhealthaccess.org/case-study-transforming-the-vaccine-cold-chain-equipment-market
https://clintonhealthaccess.org/case-study-transforming-the-vaccine-cold-chain-equipment-market
http://www.edctp.org/
http://www.vaccines.emory.edu/
http://www.ema.europa.eu/ema/
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/eu-recommendations-20192020-seasonal-flu-vaccine-composition
http://www.euvaccine.eu/news-events
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/default.htm
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm635165.htm
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm635165.htm
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm635165.htm


progressing the agency’s commitment to help advance legitimate stem cell product 
development under existing agency regulations 
 
 
Fondation Merieux  [to 6 Apr 2019] 
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gavi [to 6 Apr 2019] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
Latest News 
03 April 2019 
Cholera vaccination campaign begins in Mozambique 
Following Cyclone Idai devastation, nearly 900,000 people will receive the vaccine from the 
Gavi-funded stockpile. 
   Geneva, 3 April 2019 – An oral cholera vaccination campaign to protect survivors of Cyclone 
Idai begins today in Beira, Mozambique. Funded by Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, the campaign 
will be carried out by the Mozambique Ministry of Health, with support from the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and other partners, including UNICEF, the International Federation of the 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) and Save the 
Children. 
   There has already been one reported cholera death and almost 1,500 reported cases 
following the cyclone, which caused severe flooding in Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Malawi and 
Madagascar after making landfall in March. Nine cholera treatment centres, with 500-bed 
capacity, are already admitting patients.  
   “Cyclone Idai’s trail of devastation has left the city of Beira’s water and sanitation 
infrastructure in ruins, providing the perfect conditions for cholera to spread,” said Gavi CEO, Dr 
Seth Berkley. “This cyclone has already caused enough devastation and misery across south 
east Africa; we have to hope these vaccines will help stop a potentially major outbreak and 
prevent yet more suffering.” 
 
02 Apr…il 2019 
Japan to host major event to boost vaccination in world's poorest countries 
Opportunity to save lives through immunisation to be unveiled at the Tokyo International 
Conference on African Development (TICAD) 7 
   Geneva, 2 April 2019 - Japan will host a launch meeting for Gavi’s third replenishment at 
August’s TICAD 7 in Yokohama that will set out how Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, on the eve of its 
20th anniversary, will continue its work vaccinating millions of children in the world’s poorest 
countries. 
   “Japan has been a strong supporter of our mission for many years and we’re delighted they 
have offered to host this milestone event,” said Dr Seth Berkley, CEO of Gavi. “The core aim of 
TICAD – to help build a healthy and prosperous Africa – couldn’t be closer to Gavi’s mission. 
Vaccines are a crucial platform for primary health care, which is itself a cornerstone of universal 
health coverage. They also prevent the diseases that stop children going to school and finding 
work later in life. Vaccines not only build healthy societies, they build healthy economies.” 
   The Japanese government has supported Gavi since 2011, providing about US$ 130 million in 
the years since for Gavi’s programmes around the world… 

https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm635165.htm
https://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm635165.htm
http://www.fondation-merieux.org/
https://www.gavi.org/
https://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/2019/cholera-vaccination-campaign-begins-in-mozambique/
https://www.gavi.org/library/news/press-releases/2019/japan-to-host-major-event-to-boost-vaccination-in-world-s-poorest-countries/


 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 6 Apr 2019] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 6 Apr 2019] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hilleman Laboratories   [to 6 Apr 2019] 
http://www.hillemanlabs.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Human Vaccines Project   [to 6 Apr 2019] 
http://www.humanvaccinesproject.org/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IAVI  [to 6 Apr 2019] 
https://www.iavi.org/newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFFIm 
http://www.iffim.org/library/news/press-releases/ 
1 April 2019 
Moody's  Investors Service has today assigned a Aa1 senior unsecured rating (outlook stable) to 
the trust certificate issued by IFFIm Sukuk Company III Limited ("the Issuer"), a special purpose 
vehicle established in the Cayman Islands by the International Finance Facility for Immunisation 
(IFFIm). 

 
 
IFRC   [to 6 Apr 2019] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
Iran, Middle East and North Africa 
“Iran is under water” – IFRC announces support as flood crisis worsens 
   Beirut/Geneva, 3 April 2019 – As the flooding emergency in Iran worsens, the world’s largest 
humanitarian network has released just under 500,000 Swiss francs to bolster local Red 
Crescent relief efforts. The funds released from IFRC’s Disaster Relief … 
3 April 2019 
 

https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/
http://www.hillemanlabs.org/
http://www.humanvaccinesproject.org/media/press-releases/
https://www.iavi.org/newsroom
http://www.iffim.org/library/news/press-releases/
http://click.gavi-vaccinealliance.org/?qs=238421ea8a4a9c9998051f4eaef05c662afe470644569a6a127b09ce7af38de3d49df0fbb65ac8e658187ebbe470983d
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/iran-water-ifrc-announces-support-flood-crisis-worsens/


Africa, Mozambique 
Mozambique: Aid reaches community cut off since cyclone 
   Beira/Geneva, 3 April 2019 – More than 2,300 people isolated since Cycone Idai struck 
Mozambique received a major delivery of Red Cross emergency supplies late yesterday. The 
community of Buzi, which lies to the south of the city of Beira, had been alm … 
3 April 2019 
 
Europe, Middle East and North Africa 
Red Cross Red Crescent Mediterranean National Societies to tackle cross-cutting 
migration issues 
   More than 150 Red Cross Red Crescent delegates from 23 countries bordering the 
Mediterranean Sea are meeting in Sarajevo this week to discuss approaches to aiding 
vulnerable migrants and the communities receiving them. 
2 April 2019 
 
 
IVAC  [to 6 Apr 2019] 
https://www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/ivac/index.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IVI   [to 6 Apr 2019] 
http://www.ivi.int/ 
IVI News & Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
JEE Alliance  [to 6 Apr 2019] 
https://www.jeealliance.org/ 
Selected News and Events 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 6 Apr 2019]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Selected News; Project Updates, Reports [as presented on website] 
Rwanda  
Rwandan genocide 25 years on: MSF caught in spiral of extreme violence from 
Rwanda to Zaire  
Voices from the Field 5 Apr 2019  
 
Cyclone Idai & Southern Africa flooding  
MSF emergency response to Cyclone Idai and flooding  
Crisis Update 5 Apr 2019  
 
Palestine  
Gaza’s numbing routine of injury and death  
Voices from the Field 4 Apr 2019  

https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/mozambique-aid-reaches-community-cut-off-since-cyclone/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/red-cross-red-crescent-mediterranean-national-societies-tackle-cross-cutting-migration-issues/
https://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/press-release/red-cross-red-crescent-mediterranean-national-societies-tackle-cross-cutting-migration-issues/
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http://www.ivi.int/
https://www.jeealliance.org/
http://www.msf.org/
https://www.msf.org/rwandan-genocide-25-years
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https://www.msf.org/palestine-gazas-numbing-routine-injury-and-death


 
Niger  
Violence, humanitarian needs and fear mount in Diffa  
Project Update 4 Apr 2019  
 
Nigeria  
Over 30,000 people in acute need in northern Borno state  
Press Release 4 Apr 2019  
 
Yemen  
Medical admissions in Aden suspended after patient kidnapped and killed  
Press Release 4 Apr 2019  
 
DRC 2018 Ebola outbreaks  
Crisis update - April 2019  
Crisis Update 3 Apr 2019  
 
Iraq  
Triaging patients in one of Baghdad's busiest emergency departments  
Voices from the Field 2 Apr 2019  
 
Libya  
Migrants in Libya: “We were able to make their time in that horrible place slightly 
better.”  
Voices from the Field 2 Apr 2019  
 
 
NIH  [to 6 Apr 2019] 
http://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases 
April 4, 2019  
Scientists explore new roles for RNA  
— Cells use RNA to communicate; researchers may be able to translate this information into 
clinical applications.  
 
FDA-approved drug effectively treats rare chronic immune disorder 
April 3, 2019 — Small NIH clinical trial conducted in partnership with AstraZeneca 
[hypereosinophilic syndromes (HES)].  
 
Opioid epidemic is increasing rates of some infectious diseases  
April 3, 2019 —  
Health, substance use professionals must work together to thwart public health crisis.  
   The United States faces a converging public health crisis as the nation’s opioid epidemic fuels 
growing rates of certain infectious diseases, including HIV/AIDS, hepatitis, heart infections, and 
skin and soft tissue infections. Infectious disease and substance use disorder professionals must 
work together to stem the mounting public health threat, according to a new commentary in 
the Journal of Infectious Diseases… 
 
NIH begins first-in-human trial of a universal influenza vaccine candidate 
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April 3, 2019 —  
Investigational vaccine [H1ssF_3928] designed to provide broad, durable protection from flu.  
   …The clinical trial is being conducted at the NIH Clinical Center in Bethesda, Maryland. It is 
being led by Grace Chen, M.D., of NIAID’s Vaccine Research Center (VRC) Clinical Trials 
Program. The trial will gradually enroll at least 53 healthy adults aged 18 to 70 years. The first 
five participants will be aged 18 to 40 years and will receive a single 20-microgram (mcg) 
intramuscular injection of the experimental vaccine. The remaining 48 participants will receive 
two 60-mcg vaccinations spaced 16 weeks apart. They will be stratified by age into four groups 
of 12 people each: 18 to 40 years, 41 to 49 years, 50 to 59 years, and 60 to 70 years. 
Investigators hope to understand how participants’ immune responses to the experimental 
vaccine may vary based on age and the likelihood of their previous exposure to different 
influenza variants… 
 
Acute flaccid myelitis requires galvanized research response 
April 2, 2019 — NIH experts review puzzling muscle paralysis condition in children.  
 
New $22 Million Project Targets Deadly Viruses  
   BRONX, N.Y., April 4, 2019 /PRNewswire/ -- The National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases (NIAID) has awarded an international consortium led by Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine, part of Montefiore, a five-year, $22 million grant to develop antibody-based therapies 
against four highly lethal viruses for which there are no approved vaccines or treatments. 
   The viruses are the tick-borne Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever virus (CCHFV) and three 
hantaviruses, which are spread by rodents: Andes virus (ANDV), Sin Nombre virus (SNV), and 
Puumula virus (PUUV). The NIAID has designated all but PUUV as Category A agents—
emerging infectious diseases or pathogens that pose the highest risk to national security and 
public health.   
   The project, called the Prometheus Center for Excellence in Translational Research 
(Prometheus), focuses on viruses that spread from animals to people. It builds on a 2017 
study involving ebolaviruses, believed to spread to people from fruit bats or primates. In 
addition to Einstein, the participating institutions leading the project are the U.S. Army Medical 
Research Institute of Infectious Diseases (USAMRIID), Mapp Biopharmaceutical, Inc., The 
University of Texas at Austin, and Adimab, LLC, a biotech company… 
 
 
PATH  [to 6 Apr 2019]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/  
April 2, 2019 by PATH  
New report by PAHO and PATH details strategies to improve vaccine programs 
through effective data use 
[See Milestones above for detail] 
 
 
Sabin Vaccine Institute  [to 6 Apr 2019] 
http://www.sabin.org/updates/pressreleases 
Tuesday, April 2, 2019 
Dr. Carol Baker Receives 2019 Albert B. Sabin Gold Medal 
   Washington, D.C. – The Sabin Vaccine Institute (Sabin) today announced it will present its 
annual Albert B. Sabin Gold Medal to Dr. Carol J. Baker, whose groundbreaking research in 

https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/acute-flaccid-myelitis-requires-galvanized-research-response
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/new-22-million-project-targets-deadly-viruses-300824756.html
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2424309-1&h=2786766954&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.einstein.yu.edu%2F&a=Albert+Einstein+College+of+Medicine
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2424309-1&h=2786766954&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.einstein.yu.edu%2F&a=Albert+Einstein+College+of+Medicine
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2424309-1&h=2976404229&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.montefiore.org%2F&a=Montefiore
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2424309-1&h=527320468&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.einstein.yu.edu%2Fnews%2Freleases%2F1241%2Fresearchers-discover-first-human-antibodies-that-work-against-all-ebolaviruses%2F&a=study
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2424309-1&h=2409440833&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.usamriid.army.mil%2F&a=U.S.+Army+Medical+Research+Institute+of+Infectious+Diseases
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2424309-1&h=2409440833&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.usamriid.army.mil%2F&a=U.S.+Army+Medical+Research+Institute+of+Infectious+Diseases
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=2424309-1&h=3500025615&u=http%3A%2F%2Fmappbio.com%2F&a=Mapp+Biopharmaceutical%2C+Inc.
https://www.path.org/media-center/
https://www.path.org/media-center/new-report-paho-and-path-details-strategies-improve-vaccine-programs-through-effective-data-use/
https://www.path.org/media-center/new-report-paho-and-path-details-strategies-improve-vaccine-programs-through-effective-data-use/
http://www.sabin.org/updates/pressreleases
https://www.sabin.org/updates/pressreleases/dr-carol-baker-receives-2019-albert-b-sabin-gold-medal


group B Streptococcus (GBS) is accelerating progress toward a much-needed vaccine to prevent 
a bacterial infection that can cause lifelong illness or death in newborns.  
 
  
UNAIDS [to 6 Apr 2019]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
2 April 2019 
Helping the forgotten generation  [Burkina Faso,] 
 
2 April 2019 
Learning lessons on evaluation  [UNAIDS’ first consultation on evaluation] 
 
1 April 2019 
Key populations are being left behind  
   In 2017, approximately 47% of new HIV infections globally were among key populations and 
their sexual partners. 
   Members of key populations are at a significantly higher risk of contracting HIV. The available 
data suggest that the risk of HIV acquisition among gay men and other men who have sex with 
men was 28 times higher in 2017 than it was among heterosexual men. Similarly, the risk of 
acquiring HIV for people who inject drugs was 22 times higher than for people who do not 
inject drugs, 13 times higher for female sex workers than adult women aged 15–49 years and 
13 times higher for transgender women than adults aged 15–49 years. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 6 Apr 2019] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
News note 
Venezuela crisis: UNICEF ramps up support for children and families amidst 
electricity blackouts 
05/04/2019  
 
Press release 
Venezuela migrant crisis: 1.1 million children across the region will need assistance 
in 2019, up from nearly half a million today – UNICEF 
   UN children’s agency calls on host and transit countries to protect uprooted children from 
discrimination and ensure access to essential services 
05/04/2019  
 
Press release 
Opening Remarks by Henrietta Fore, UNICEF Executive Director, At opening of 
Sanitation and Water for All Sector Ministers’ Meeting San José, Costa Rica April 4, 
2019 
04/04/2019  
 
Press release 
Islamic Development Bank and UNICEF to establish a Global Muslim Philanthropy 
Fund for Children 
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03/04/2019  
 
Statement 
Only quality education and an end to violence can offer hope and better 
opportunities for children in Honduras 
Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Henrietta Fore following visit to Honduras 
03/04/2019  
 
Press release 
1 in 4 health care facilities lacks basic water services – UNICEF, WHO 
02/04/2019  
[See Milestones above for detail] 
 
Press release 
Cyclone Idai: 900,000 cholera vaccine doses arrive in Beira, Mozambique 
 02/04/2019  
   Nearly 900,000 doses of the cholera vaccine, procured by UNICEF and the World Health 
Organization (WHO), arrived in Beira, Mozambique, on Tuesday afternoon and the vaccination 
campaign will begin imminently. The vaccines are funded by Gavi, The Vaccine Alliance. 
  Mozambique's Ministry of Health has confirmed 1,052 cases of cholera in the aftermath of 
Cyclone Idai. The vast majority of these (959 cases) are in Beira where one death has also 
been confirmed, followed by Nhamatanda (87 cases). The disease is spreading rapidly… 
 
  
Vaccine Confidence Project  [to 6 Apr 2019] 
http://www.vaccineconfidence.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Vaccine Education Center – Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia  [to 6 Apr 2019] 
http://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Wellcome Trust  [to 6 Apr 2019] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Wistar Institute   [to 6 Apr 2019] 
https://www.wistar.org/news/press-releases 
Press Release   Apr. 5, 2019  
Synthetic DNA-encoded Antibodies Against Zika Virus Shown to be Effective in 
Preclinical Studies  
   The DNA-encoded monoclonal antibody platform provides rapid and sustained protection 
against Zika virus infection.  
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World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 6 Apr 2019] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2019/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
BIO    [to 6 Apr 2019] 
https://www.bio.org/insights/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
DCVMN – Developing Country Vaccine Manufacturers Network  [to 6 Apr 2019] 
http://www.dcvmn.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
IFPMA   [to 6 Apr 2019] 
http://www.ifpma.org/resources/news-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
PhRMA    [to 6 Apr 2019]  
http://www.phrma.org/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
   *  *  *  * 

 
Journal Watch 
   Vaccines and Global Health: The Week in Review continues its weekly scanning of key peer-
reviewed journals to identify and cite articles, commentary and editorials, books reviews and 
other content supporting our focus on vaccine ethics and policy. Journal Watch is not intended 
to be exhaustive, but indicative of themes and issues the Center is actively tracking. We 
selectively provide full text of some editorial and comment articles that are specifically relevant 
to our work. Successful access to some of the links provided may require subscription or other 
access arrangement unique to the publisher.  
     If you would like to suggest other journal titles to include in this service, please contact 
David Curry at: david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
April 2019 Volume 47, Issue 4, p351-478  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
April 2019 Volume 56, Issue 4, p477-630  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
[Reviewed earlier] 
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American Journal of Public Health 
April 2019  109(4) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 100, Issue 4, 2019  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/100/4 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Annals of Internal Medicine 
2 April 2019 Vol: 170, Issue 7  
http://annals.org/aim/issue 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 6 Apr 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
March 2019 - Volume 4 - 2 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 6 Apr 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 6 Apr 2019) 
Research article 
Epidemiology and burden of influenza in healthy children aged 6 to 35 months: 
analysis of data from the placebo arm of a phase III efficacy trial  
Despite World Health Organization recommendations, in many countries young children are not 
targeted for influenza vaccination. To help inform influenza vaccination policy, we examined the 
occurrence and burde...  
Authors: Clotilde El Guerche-Séblain, Annick Moureau, Camille Schiffler, Martin Dupuy, 
Stephanie Pepin, Sandrine I. Samson, Philippe Vanhems and François Schellevis 
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Citation: BMC Infectious Diseases 2019 19:308  
Published on: 4 April 2019 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 6 Apr 2019)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 6 Apr 2019)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 6 Apr 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 6 Apr 2019) 
Debate 
Defining & assessing the quality, usability, and utilization of immunization data  
High quality data are needed for decision-making at all levels of the public health system, from 
guiding public health activities at the local level, to informing national policy development, to 
monitoring the...  
Authors: Peter Bloland and Adam MacNeil 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2019 19:380  
Published on: 4 April 2019 
 
Research article 
Religious and community leaders’ acceptance of rotavirus vaccine introduction in 
Yogyakarta, Indonesia: a qualitative study  
In Indonesia, oral rotavirus vaccines are available but not funded on the National Immunization 
Program (NIP). New immunization program introduction requires an assessment of community 
acceptance. For religiou...  
Authors: Retna Siwi Padmawati, Anita Heywood, Mei Neni Sitaresmi, Jarir Atthobari, C. Raina 
MacIntyre, Yati Soenarto and Holly Seale 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2019 19:368  
Published on: 3 April 2019 
 
Research article 
Revitalization of integrated disease surveillance and response in Sierra Leone post 
Ebola virus disease outbreak  
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The Ministry of Health and Sanitation (MOHS) in Sierra Leone partially rolled out the 
implementation of Integrated Disease Surveillance and Response (IDSR) in 2003. After the 
Ebola virus disease outbreak in 20...  
Authors: Charles Njuguna, Amara Jambai, Alexander Chimbaru, Anders Nordstrom, Roland 
Conteh, Anderson Latt, Shikanga O-tipo, Robert Musoke, Jane Githuku, Zablon Yoti, Ali Yahaya, 
Ambrose Talisuna, Soatiana Rajatonirina and Ibrahima Socé Fall 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2019 19:364  
Published on: 2 April 2019 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 6 Apr 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
April 2019 - Volume 9 - 4 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 97, Number 4, April 2019, 245-308 
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/97/4/en/ 
PERSPECTIVES 
Immunization programmes and notifications of vital events 
— Gustavo Corrêa, Philippe Verstraete, Riswana Soundardjee, Manjari Shankar, Colin Paterson, 
Lee Hampton, Debra Jackson, Maria Muniz, Remy Mwamba, Kristen Wenz, Martin W Bratschi, 
Carla AbouZahr & Hope Johnson 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.18.210807  
   In many low- and middle-income countries, civil registration and vital statistics systems rely 
on passive reporting, with families expected to attend local registry offices to register vital 
events, such as births and deaths. However, these families may face physical, cultural, legal, 
socioeconomic or other barriers that impede their access to registration and reduce the 
performance of civil registration and vital statistics systems... 
 
 
Child Care, Health and Development  
Volume 45, Issue 2  Pages: 147-311  March 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/13652214/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Clinical Therapeutics 
March 2019 Volume 41, Issue 3, p369-604  
http://www.clinicaltherapeutics.com/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Clinical Trials 
Volume 16 Issue 2, April 2019  
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/ctja/16/2 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Conflict and Health 
http://www.conflictandhealth.com/  
[Accessed 6 Apr 2019] 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Contemporary Clinical Trials 
Volume 78  Pages 1-146 (March 2019) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/contemporary-clinical-trials/vol/78/suppl/C 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases 
April 2019 - Volume 32 - Issue 2  
https://journals.lww.com/co-infectiousdiseases/pages/currenttoc.aspx 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Developing World Bioethics 
Volume 19, Issue 1  Pages: 1-60  March 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14718847/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Development in Practice  
Volume 29, Issue 3, 2019 
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdip20/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Disasters 
Volume 43, Issue 2  Pages: 219-455  April 2019 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677717/current 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
EMBO Reports 
Volume 19, Number 12  01 December 2018 
http://embor.embopress.org/content/19/12?current-issue=y 
[Reviewed earlier] 
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Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Volume 25, Number 4—April 2019  
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/ 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Epidemics 
Pages 1-134 (March 2019) 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/epidemics/vol/26/suppl/C 
Review article  Open access 
Fogarty International Center collaborative networks in infectious disease modeling: 
Lessons learnt in research and capacity building 
Martha I. Nelson, James O. Lloyd-Smith, Lone Simonsen, Andrew Rambaut, ... Cécile Viboud 
Pages 116-127 
 
Research article   Open access 
The impact of influenza vaccination on infection, hospitalisation and mortality in the 
Netherlands between 2003 and 2015 
J.A. Backer, J. Wallinga, A. Meijer, G.A. Donker, ... M. van Boven 
Pages 77-85 
 
Research article  Open access 
Vaccinating children against influenza increases variability in epidemic size 
J.A. Backer, M. van Boven, W. van der Hoek, J. Wallinga 
Pages 95-103 
 
 
Epidemiology and Infection 
Volume 147 - 2019  
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/epidemiology-and-infection/latest-issue 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Ethics & Human Research 
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https://doi.org/10.1093/eurpub/cky123 
Extract  
Both in the promotion and in the analysis of public health, the social context is a key issue to 
consider. Over the last years, social media have revolutionized our social contexts by adding 
new forms of networking. The network characteristic is a powerful factor contributing to the 
rapid expansion of social media: beneficial or malignant impacts of networks tend to increase 
dramatically with the number of network users. For commercial network markets, this dynamic 
power is known to reinforce the strong players in the market and thus, to lead to highly 
concentrated markets, e.g. in mobile communication. In the political arena, politicians, parties 
and voters are carefully observing social... 
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Debate  Open Access  
A Comprehensive Framework to Optimize Short-Term Experiences in Global Health 
(STEGH) 
Shivani Shah, Henry C. Lin and Lawrence C. Loh  
Globalization and Health201915:27 
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12992-019-0469-7 
Abstract 
Increasing demand for Short-term Experiences in Global Health (STEGH), particularly among 
medical trainees, has seen a growth in programming that brings participants from high-income 
countries to low and middle-income settings in order to engage in service, teaching or research 
activities. Historically the domain of faith-based organizations conducting “missions”, STEGH are 
now offered by diverse groups including academic institutions, non-profit organizations, and the 
private sector, either as dedicated for-profits or through corporate social responsibility arms… 
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https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/health-economics-policy-and-law/latest-issue 
SPECIAL ISSUE: Frontiers of Health Policy Research  
   If the enhancement of human freedom is both the main object and the primary means to 
development (Sen, 1999), then good individual and population health are both ends and means 
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to development and freedom in all countries, regardless of their current ranking on the Human 
Development Index or other indexes on wealth, prosperity and well-being... 
   This special issue on the ‘frontiers in health policy research’ focuses attention on three distinct 
areas of inquiry. One set of papers analyses efforts to improve the quality of care and increase 
the value of care that health systems purchase. A second set of articles focuses on issues of 
health behaviour and social determinants of health. Finally, the third set of articles presents 
differing views on how to predict the adequacy of supply of medical professionals. The range of 
these articles illustrates, not only the exciting breadth of health policy research, but the degree 
to which scholars within this field are addressing issues of high importance to policy makers 
around the world. We think it is fair to claim that all of the articles address issues that are on 
the ‘frontier’ of health policy in the sense that they attempt to provide answers to questions 
that policy makers around the world are currently grappling with… 
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Communication and community engagement in humanitarian response 
This edition of Humanitarian Exchange, co-edited with Charles-Antoine Hofmann from the UN 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), focuses on communication and community engagement. Despite 
promising progress, coherent and coordinated information is still not provided systematically to 
affected communities, and humanitarian responses take insufficient account of the views and 
feedback of affected people. In 2017, UNICEF, the International Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) and other partners came together under the auspices of the Communicating with 
Disaster Affected Communities (CDAC) Network to establish the Communication and Community 
Engagement (CCE) initiative, which aims to organise a collective service for communications 
and community engagement. The articles in this edition take stock of efforts to implement this 
initiative. 
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Drawing on lessons from 23 Peer 2 Peer Support missions, Alice Chatelet and Meg Sattler look 
at what’s needed to integrate CCE into the humanitarian architecture. Viviane Lucia Fluck and 
Dustin Barter discuss the institutional and practical barriers to implementing community 
feedback mechanisms. Bronwyn Russel analyses the performance of the Nepal inter-agency 
common feedback project; Justus Olielo and Charles-Antoine Hofmann outline the challenges of 
establishing common services in Yemen; and Gil Francis Arevalo reports on community 
engagement in preparedness and response in the Philippines. Ian McClelland and Frances Hill 
discuss emerging findings from a strategic partnership in the Philippines between the 
Humanitarian Innovation Fund and the Asian Disaster Reduction and Response Network. 
 
Charlotte Lancaster describes how call centres in Afghanistan and Iraq are enhancing two-way 
communication with crisis-affected people. Mia Marzotto from Translators without Borders 
reflects on the importance of language and translation in communication and community 
engagement, and Ombretta Baggio and colleagues report on efforts to bring community 
perspectives into decision-making during an Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. Ayo Degett highlights emerging findings from a Danish Refugee Council project on 
participation in humanitarian settings, and Jeff Carmel and Nick van Praag report on the Listen 
Learn Act (LLA) project. Geneviève Cyvoct and Alexandra T. Warner write on an innovative 
common platform to track the views of affected people in Chad. The edition ends with an article 
by Stewart Davies on collective accountability in the response to the Central Sulawesi 
earthquake. 
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Regarding response by Dans et. al. to our article, “Vaccine confidence plummets in 
the Philippines following dengue vaccine scare: why it matters to pandemic 
preparedness.” 
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Opinion 
Precision public health—the Emperor’s new clothes  
David Taylor-Robinson; Frank Kee  
International Journal of Epidemiology, Volume 48, Issue 1, February 2019, Pages 1–6, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/ije/dyy184 
Extract  
Recently the Centre for Disease Control suggested that ‘precision public health’ presents 
significant opportunities to improve the health of the population,1 but what does this concept 
add and does it live up to the hype? The promise is that by harnessing the power of Big Data, 
particularly genomic data, we may indeed see early gains in public health as a result of ‘more-
accurate methods for measuring disease, pathogens, exposures, behaviors, and susceptibility’ 
to guide targeted prevention strategies.2 However, the term ‘precision public health’ is 
susceptible to misinterpretation. 
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Viewpoint 
Current and Future Challenges for Children Across the World  
Zulfiqar A. Bhutta, MBBS, FRCPCH, PhD; Robert E. Black, MD, MPH  
free access  
JAMA. 2019;321(13):1251-1252. doi:10.1001/jama.2019.1840  
This Viewpoint argues that children have been left behind in UN and other global health efforts, 
calls for a focus on health measures beyond survival to define success, and outlines 
requirements to achieve real improvements in child health, including access to preventive care, 
a focus on education and nutrition, and introduction of information systems to monitor the 
population effects of health services. 
[See Milestones above for full text] 
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Viewpoint 
Challenges in Early Childhood Development  
Kemin Qi, MD  
JAMA Pediatr. 2019;173(4):307-308. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2018.5381  
   This Viewpoint describes the significance of early childhood development (ECD) and the 
global challenges many clinicans face and proposes approaches and objectives for governments 
to reach to scale up ECD. 
 
Original Investigation 
Long-term Association of 13-Valent Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine 
Implementation With Rates of Community-Acquired Pneumonia in Children  
Naïm Ouldali, MD; Corinne Levy, MD; Philippe Minodier, MD; et al.  
JAMA Pediatr. 2019;173(4):362-370. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2018.5273  
   This time-series analysis of community-acquired pneumonia diagnosed in 8 pediatric 
emergency departments in France assesses the rate of infection in children 15 years and 
younger before and after implement of a 13-valent pneumococcal conjugate vaccine. 
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Perspectives 
Human mobility and health in a warming world  
Patricia Nayna Schwerdtle, MPH, RN; Kathryn Bowen, PhD, MSc; Celia McMichael, PhD, MSc; 
Rainer Sauerborn, MD, PhD, MPH, MSc  
Journal of Travel Medicine, Volume 26, Issue 1, 2019, tay160, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/jtm/tay160 
   Climate change will shape patterns of human mobility on a spectrum of voluntary migration to 
forced displacement. This paper discusses the nexus between climate change, migration and 
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health, identifies climate hotspots and explores the health implications for climate-related 
migration. 
 
Massive diphtheria outbreak among Rohingya refugees: lessons learnt  
Md Ridwanur Rahman, MBBS, FCPS; Khaleda Islam, MBBS, MPH  
Journal of Travel Medicine, Volume 26, Issue 1, 2019, tay122, 
https://doi.org/10.1093/jtm/tay122 
   Several lessons can be learnt from the massive diphtheria outbreak faced by Rohingya 
(forcibly displaced Myanmar nationals) refugees who fled violence in Myanmar and settled in 
camps and makeshift settlements in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, 2017–2018. 
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https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current 
Editorial 
China's research renaissance 
The Lancet 
   … An outward-looking China could broaden the influence of its scientific renaissance by 
fostering synergy between health researchers at home and abroad. In this way, the country's 
research impact would be maximised. When researchers across countries embrace a collegial 
approach, advances in care anywhere are more likely to improve outcomes everywhere. 
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Editorial | 02 April 2019  
Court ruling highlights the threat of vaccine misinformation  
Distorted facts that undermine uptake of the human papillomavirus vaccine could leave a 
generation at risk. 
[See Milestones above for full text] 
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Review Article | 01 April 2019  
Broadly neutralizing anti-HIV-1 monoclonal antibodies in the clinic  
Broadly neutralizing antibodies have the potential to clear HIV and prevent further infection, as 
shown in emerging clinical studies. 
Marina Caskey, Florian Klein & Michel C. Nussenzweig 
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New England Journal of Medicine 
April 4, 2019   Vol. 380 No. 14 
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal 
Perspective 
Pharmacologic Research in Pregnant Women — Time to Get It Right  
Ahizechukwu C. Eke, M.D., M.P.H.,  
Kelly E. Dooley, M.D., Ph.D.,  
and Jeanne S. Sheffield, M.D. 
   Facilitating inclusion of pregnant women in clinical research could help answer important 
questions about the effects of medication use during pregnancy and the ways in which 
pregnancy alters pharmacokinetics and drug effects. 
 
Perspective 
An Epidemic of Suspicion — Ebola and Violence in the DRC 
Vinh-Kim Nguyen, M.D. 
[Excerpts] 
   … As a medical team leader for Médecins sans Frontières (MSF), I work halfway between 
Butembo and Goma, North Kivu’s capital city and a transport hub. 
   …The community outreach workers I supervise have reported that in areas where security 
forces accompany Ebola teams, there is substantial distrust and palpable fear, most notably of 
forced vaccination. In areas where the epidemic response has not involved security forces, the 
opposite is true: people ask to be vaccinated. The lesson is clear: guns and public health don’t 
mix. Epidemics thrive on fear — when they are frightened, patients flee hospitals, sick people 
stay away to begin with, and affected communities distrust groups trying to respond to the 
epidemic. 
   As they see Land Rovers emblazoned with the logos of nongovernmental and international 
organizations cruising by, people in the DRC say, “Ebola is just a business.” They note that no 
one seems to care about daily deaths from malaria and other infectious diseases, the lack of 
clean water, or surgeries that must be performed by candlelight because there’s no power. “You 
will leave when Ebola does,” I have heard, “but we will still be here, slowly dying from the 
diseases that have always killed us.”… 
   …The mistrust of authority in the DRC also reflects a growing global mistrust of experts and 
science. Vaccine refusals are a growing problem worldwide, and they have already resulted in 
measles epidemics in the United States and France and in outbreaks elsewhere. Mistrust of 
public health authorities may thus be the new norm, and smoldering epidemics merely a 
symptom. State-of-the-art medical interventions won’t be enough without serious efforts to 
rebuild trust, informed by social science rather than pious liturgies. Displays of armed force feed 
a vicious cycle of mistrust, infection, and violence. If we continue down that path, those 
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seemingly fantastical dystopian outbreak movies, with their heavily armed global health forces 
and rebelling populations, may not be so far from reality in the near future. 
 
 
Pediatrics  
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https://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/143/4?current-issue=y 
Pediatrics Perspectives 
How to Prepare for Expert Testimony on the Safety of Vaccination  
Stanley A. Plotkin 
Pediatrics Apr 2019, 143 (4) e20183578; DOI: 10.1542/peds.2018-3578  
 
 
Pharmaceutics  
Volume 11, Issue 3 (March 2019)  
https://www.mdpi.com/1999-4923/11/3 
Open Access  Review  
The Digital Pharmacies Era: How 3D Printing Technology Using Fused Deposition 
Modeling Can Become a Reality  
by Maisa R. P. Araújo, Livia L. Sa-Barreto, Tais Gratieri, Guilherme M. Gelfuso and Marcilio 
Cunha-Filho 
Pharmaceutics 2019, 11(3), 128; https://doi.org/10.3390/pharmaceutics11030128 
Received: 24 February 2019 / Revised: 12 March 2019 / Accepted: 14 March 2019 / Published: 
19 March 2019 
Abstract  
The pharmaceutical industry is set to join the fourth industrial revolution with the 3D printing of 
medicines. The application of 3D printers in compounding pharmacies will turn them into digital 
pharmacies, wrapping up the telemedicine care cycle and definitively modifying the 
pharmacotherapeutic treatment of patients. Fused deposition modeling 3D printing technology 
melts extruded drug-loaded filaments into any dosage form; and allows the obtainment of 
flexible dosages with different shapes, multiple active pharmaceutical ingredients and 
modulated drug release kinetics—in other words, offering customized medicine. This work 
aimed to present an update on this technology, discussing its challenges. The co-participation 
of the pharmaceutical industry and compounding pharmacies seems to be the best way to turn 
this technology into reality. The pharmaceutical industry can produce drug-loaded filaments on 
a large scale with the necessary quality and safety guarantees; while digital pharmacies can 
transform the filaments into personalized medicine according to specific prescriptions. For this 
to occur, adaptations in commercial 3D printers will need to meet health requirements for drug 
products preparation, and it will be necessary to make advances in regulatory gaps and 
discussions on patent protection. Thus, despite the conservatism of the sector, 3D drug printing 
has the potential to become the biggest technological leap ever seen in the pharmaceutical 
segment, and according to the most optimistic prognostics, it will soon be within reach. 
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Policy Forum  
A whole-health–economy approach to antimicrobial stewardship: Analysis of current 
models and future direction  
Monsey McLeod, Raheelah Ahmad, Nada Atef Shebl, Christianne Micallef, Fiona Sim, Alison 
Holmes  
Policy Forum | published 29 Mar 2019 PLOS Medicine  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pmed.1002774  
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[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
PLoS One 
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Research Article  
Hepatitis B vaccination status and associated factors among undergraduate 
students of Makerere University College of Health Sciences  
Yvette Wibabara, Cecily Banura, Joan Kalyango, Charles Karamagi, Alex Kityamuwesi, Winfred 
Christine Amia, Ponsiano Ocama  
Research Article | published 05 Apr 2019 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0214732  
 
Factors contributing to racial disparities in influenza vaccinations  
Suma Vupputuri, Kevin B. Rubenstein, Alphonse J. Derus, Bernadette C. Loftus, Michael A. 
Horberg  
Research Article | published 03 Apr 2019 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0213972  
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http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
Special Issue: Qualitative Contributions to Randomized Control Trials 
Guest Editorial 
Evaluating Complex Health Interventions With Randomized Controlled Trials: How 
Do We Improve the Use of Qualitative Methods? 
Jenevieve Mannell, Katy Davis 
First Published March 14, 2019; pp. 623–631 
Preview 
Qualitative methods are underutilized in health intervention evaluation, and overshadowed by 
the importance placed on randomized controlled trials (RCTs). This Commentary describes how 
innovative qualitative methods are being used as part of RCTs, drawing on articles included in a 
special issue of Qualitative Health Research on this topic. The articles’ insights and a review of 
innovative qualitative methods described in trial protocols highlights a lack of attention to 
structural inequalities as a causal mechanism for understanding human behavior. We situate 
this gap within some well-known constraints of RCT methodologies, and a discussion of 
alternative RCT approaches that hold promise for bringing qualitative methods center stage in 
intervention evaluation, including adaptive designs, pragmatic trials, and realist RCTs. To 
address the power hierarchies of health evaluation research, however, we argue that a 
fundamental shift needs to take place away from a focus on RCTs and toward studies of health 
interventions. 
 
Special Issue Articles 
Parental Experiences of Child Participation in a Phase I Pediatric Oncology Clinical 
Trial: “We Don’t Have Time to Waste” 
Stacey Crane, Joan E. Haase, Susan E. Hickman 
First Published April 11, 2018; pp. 632–644 
Abstract 
Children with cancer are only eligible for phase I clinical trials (P1Ts) when no known curative 
therapy remains. However, the primary aims of P1Ts are not focused on directly benefiting 
participants. This raises ethical concerns that can be best evaluated by exploring the 
experiences of participants. An empirical phenomenology study, using an adapted Colaizzi 
method, was conducted of 11 parents’ lived experiences of their child’s participation in a 
pediatric oncology P1T. Study findings were that parents’ experiences reflected what it meant to 
have a child fighting to survive high-risk cancer. Although elements specific to P1T participation 
were identified, more pervasive was parents’ sense of running out of time to find an effective 
treatment and needing to use time they had with their child well. Even though some problems 
were identified, overall parents did not regret their child’s P1T participation and would 
recommend P1Ts to other parents of children with cancer. 
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Topic Piece 
The attitude of scholars has not changed towards plagiarism since the medieval 
period: Definition of plagiarism according to Shams-e-Qays, thirteenth-century 
Persian literary scientist 
Ramin Sadeghi 
First Published May 31, 2016; pp. 1–3 
Abstract 
Almost all researchers are familiar with the concept of plagiarism these days. However, many 
scholars allege that plagiarism and its ethical ramifications are new western concepts that have 
not existed in scientific and literary history. In their opinion, using the ideas of others was 
allowed liberally in past academic and literary communities. I have presented the definition of 
“plagiarism” according to Shams-e-Qays, a great Persian literary scientist of the thirteenth 
century AD, to show that this is not the case and that the attitude towards plagiarism was even 
more strict in ancient times. 
 
Original Article: Empirical 
Status of retraction notices for biomedical publications associated with research 
misconduct 
Daniel Drimer-Batca, Jonathan M Iaccarino, Alan Fine 
First Published January 2, 2019; pp. 1–5 
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[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Revista Panamericana de Salud Pública/Pan American Journal of Public Health 
(RPSP/PAJPH)  
http://www.paho.org/journal/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=101 
Latest Articles  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
Risk Analysis     
Volume 39, Issue 4  Pages: 741-956  April 2019 
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Original Research Article  
Reaping the Benefits and Avoiding the Risks: Unrealistic Optimism in the Health 
Domain 
Yaniv Hanoch, Jonathan Rolison, Alexandra M. Freund 
Pages: 792-804 
First Published: 04 October 2018 
Abstract 
People's perceptions of benefits and risks play a key role in their acceptance or rejection of 
medical interventions, yet these perceptions may be poorly calibrated. This online study with N 
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