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   WHO announced that 15 countries across Africa launched a synchronized 
mass polio immunization campaign to reach 72 million children. WHO said that 
“some 290,000 vaccinators have been mobilized to go door-to-door to deliver two drops 
of oral polio vaccine (OPV) to every child under five in areas considered at ‘highest risk’ 
of polio transmission.”  This is part of a series of synchronized immunization activities 
which began in 2009 and continued in March and April, 2010, following the spread of 
polio from Nigeria to 24 countries across west and central Africa and in the Horn of 
Africa. 
   "We are on the cusp of an exciting possibility here," said Dr Gianfranco Rotigliano, 
UNICEF’s Regional Director for West and Central Africa. "Political leaders across Africa 
answered the challenge posed by this dreadful disease and the results are before us. It 
shows what can be done when there is leadership and dynamic partnership with donor 
support around such an important health issue. We need to continue efforts to vaccinate 
and to put the needs of children in Africa first." The 15-country synchronized activities 
will cost approximately US$42.6 million, and are funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), USAID, Rotary 
International, UNICEF and the Governments of Germany and Japan.
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2010/polio_20101026/en/index.html
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   WHO released a revised WHO-UNICEF Joint Statement on Vaccine 
Donations WHO/IVB/10.09 which “updates previous WHO statements on vaccine 
donations (WHO/VSQ/97.05; WHO/V&B/00.25) and clarifies situations which were not 
covered by the previous policy statement, such as donations for research projects and 
donations in the case of emergency, epidemic or pandemic situations.”
[Full text]
“…Exceptional Situations 
There may be exceptional situations when it is not possible to meet the minimum 
requirements outlined above. These commonly include:
- Donations to research projects: 
The use of vaccine donated for research purposes must be guided by the International 
Ethical Guidelines for Biomedical Research Involving Human Subjects issued by the 
Council for International Organizations of Medical Sciences (CIOMS) in collaboration with 
the World Health Organization ( http:\\www.cioms.ch\frame_guidelines_nov_2002.htm), 
the Declaration of Helsinki, and supplemented by other internationally and nationally 
accepted statements of ethical guidance adopted by the recipient country. 
  Such projects must also comply with other national regulations and requirements 
related to medical research involving human subjects. New vaccines or devices that 
have not received regulatory approval in the country should not be used on human 
subjects without the appropriate approval being obtained from the National Drug 
Regulatory Agency for their use under the conditions of the study. Under these 
circumstances, it is especially important to ensure the suitability of the product, its 
presentation, and its schedule, as it may not be yet licensed in the recipient country nor 
WHO prequalified.
- Vaccines donated for emergency, epidemic or pandemic situations when it may not be 
possible to apply all the minimum specifications above: 
In some instances the vaccine specifications and presentation may vary from what is in 
routine use, the remaining shelf life may be limited, and sustainability is not an issue. In 
such cases the most important considerations are that the vaccine is suitable to the 
country’s needs from the public health perspective and that the responsible officials in 
the recipient country are in full agreement with shipping the vaccine, and are able to 
respond to quality and storage aspects of the donation. In addition, as with any other 
donation, the vaccine is subject to prescribed licensing and/or other control procedures 
set up by the recipient government. In such cases it is also useful for recipient countries 
to have an immunization plan…”
http://www.who.int/immunization/documents/WHO_IVB_10.09/en/

    The GAVI Alliance announced that Luxembourg made a multi-year pledge 
of € 4.1 million (US$5.7 million) to support GAVI programs between 2011 and 2015 
http://www.gavialliance.org/media_centre/press_releases/luxembourg.php

   The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria announced that 
Luxembourg’s will commit EUR 7.5 million to the Global Fund for the period 
2011-2013, “making it one of the top per capita donors.” Luxembourg has been a 
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donor to the Global Fund since its inception in 2002. The Grand Duchy’s contributions to 
the Global Fund “have been increasing since then and by the end of 2013 they will have 
reached EUR 26 million.”
http://www.theglobalfund.org/en/pressreleases/?pr=pr_101027

     The APHA Governing Council will be considering approval of a position 
statement on “Annual Influenza Vaccination of Health Workers" at its annual 
meeting next week in Denver. The proposed position statement “provides an up-to-date 
influenza-specific context for APHA’s longstanding policy recommending vaccination 
requirements for healthcare and laboratory workers and students for all vaccine-
preventable diseases. APHA said public debate open to all conference attendees will take 
place Sunday afternoon (7 November 2010); the Governing Council will vote on the 
position statement on Tuesday (8 November 2010). The draft position statement is 
available at:   http://www.apha.org/NR/rdonlyres/FAD4A159-875C-4186-8B46-
5B300DA1E37A/0/D1Resubmission.pdf.  Please see Event Watch below for information 
on the APHA meeting.

  The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation announced the next stage of Grand 
Challenges Explorations, with “nine outstanding Grand Challenges 
Explorations grantees have received new funding of up to $1 million each to 
support continued research on their innovative work.”  The Foundation said 
these projects “have shown success during their initial grant period and align with the 
foundation’s strategic global health priorities, including vaccines, family health, and 
infectious disease. The grantees come from diverse disciplines and are at various stages 
in their careers, but share a common goal—to make breakthrough advances that lead to 
new solutions to improve health worldwide.” 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/press-releases/Pages/gce-next-stage-winners-
announced-101027.aspx

   The Weekly Epidemiological Record (WER) for 29 October 2010, vol. 85, 44 
(pp 437–444) includes: Outbreak news: Cholera, Haiti; Cholera, Pakistan; Crimean-
Congo haemorrhagic fever (CCHF) and dengue fever, Pakistan; Global vaccination 
update, 2009 http://www.who.int/entity/wer/2010/wer8544.pdf

The MMWR for October 29, 2010 / Vol. 59 / No. 42 includes: 
- Global Routine Vaccination Coverage, 2009
- Rapid Diagnostic Tests for Malaria --- Haiti, 2010
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/PDF/wk/mm5942.pdf
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Events/Conference Watch
[Editor’s Note]
Vaccines: The Week in Review is now monitoring key events and conferences and will 
include summaries of key announcements and other content. Event Watch is not 
intended to be exhaustive, but indicative of themes and issues the Center is 
actively tracking. If you would like to suggest events and conferences for coverage, 
please write to David Curry at david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org

   Conference: Fifth Annual Meeting of the International Association of 
National Public Institutes (IANPHI) 
WHEN:  Sunday, October 31 – Wednesday, November 3, 2010
WHERE: Emory Conference Center Hotel, Atlanta, GA
“Top public health leaders from almost 50 countries will gather at the fifth annual 
meeting of the International Association of National Public Health Institutes (IANPHI). 
The meeting is jointly hosted in the United States for the first time by the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention and IANPHI, which is based in the Emory University 
Global Health Institute. Sessions will include Disaster Preparedness and Response, Risk 
Factor Surveillance, Injuries, Immunization Policy, and Laboratory Systems. Several of 
the attendees and speakers represent countries currently in the midst of public health 
emergencies, including Haiti, Bangladesh, and Nigeria.
http://www.ianphi.org

    Annual Conference: The American Public Health Association (APHA) will 
convene more than 13,000 health experts for its 138th Annual Meeting & Exposition 
from 6-10 November 2010 in Denver, Colorado. This year’s conference theme – Social 
Justice: A Public Health Imperative – “explores the link between social justice and public 
health and stresses the importance of expanding the dialogue to include social 
determinants of health equity in policy considerations.”
More information at: APHA website

   Conference: Mobile Technologies Use for Public Health and Medical 
Information; 8-10 November 2010: Walter E. Washington Convention Center, 
Washington, DC. “Approximately 5 billion mobile telephones are in use in the world, and 
use has become common even in remote villages of developing countries. Public health 
and medical researchers have become interested in the use of mobile telephones and 
other mobile technologies to improve access to medical care and pharmaceuticals, 
facilitate responses to public health emergencies, and conduct public health surveillance. 
The 2010 mHealth Summit, to be held November 8--10, will focus on how mobile 
technologies can be used to improve the health of persons in underserved communities 
worldwide….”
Registration details and additional information are available at: 
http://www.mhealthsummit.org/
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   Meeting: Strategic Advisory Group of Experts (SAGE) Meeting, 9-11 November 
2010, Geneva, Switzerland (Sponsor/Host: WHO)

Journal Watch
[Editor’s Note]
Vaccines: The Week in Review continues its weekly scanning of key journals to identify 
and cite articles, commentary and editorials, books reviews and other content 
supporting our focus on vaccine ethics and policy. Journal Watch is not intended to 
be exhaustive, but indicative of themes and issues the Center is actively 
tracking. We selectively provide full text of some editorial and comment articles that 
are specifically relevant to our work. Successful access to some of the links provided 
may require subscription or other access arrangement unique to the publisher. Our 
initial scan list includes the journals below. If you would like to suggest other titles, 
please write to David Curry at david.r.curry@centerforvaccineethicsandpolicy.org

Clinical Infectious Diseases
15 November 2010  Volume 51, Number 10 
http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/toc/cid/current
[Reviewed last week]

Emerging Infectious Diseases
Volume 16, Number 11–November 2010
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/EID/index.htm
[Reviewed last week]

Human Vaccines
Volume 6, Issue 10  October 2010
http://www.landesbioscience.com/journals/vaccines/toc/volume/6/issue/10/
[Reviewed earlier]

JAMA   
Vol. 304 No. 16, pp. 1749-1856, October 27, 2010
http://jama.ama-assn.org/current.dtl 
[No relevant content]

Journal of Infectious Diseases
15 November 2010   Volume 202, Number 10 
http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/toc/jid/current
[Reviewed last week]
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The Lancet   
Oct 30, 2010  Volume 376  Number 9751 Pages 1437 - 1512
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/issue/current
Editorial
GAVI's challenges: funding and leadership
Original Text
The Lancet 
   Since its launch in 2000, the mission of the GAVI Alliance has been to fund vaccination 
programmes in low-income countries with an annual domestic gross product below 
US$1000 per head. The Alliance so far has provided access to immunisation for more 
than 250 million children worldwide, contributed to an estimated 5·4 million saved lives, 
and protected many more against disabilities.
   The Alliance's accomplishment has been the result of a unique public—private 
partnership that has pioneered and supported innovative and performance-based 
financing and programming-based approaches to global health. By bringing together 
developing countries, donor governments, research and technical institutes, civil society 
organisations, vaccine producers, and private philanthropists, the dynamics of the global 
vaccine market have changed through sustainable supply, research, competition, and 
price reduction.
   The current 5-year goal of GAVI is to expand by 2015 its vaccination programmes to 
include combined vaccine against diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, hepatitis B, and 
Haemophilus influenzae type B, together with pneumococcal and rotavirus vaccines. This 
initiative needs $7 billion in funding. So far, only $2.7 billion has been secured. The 
funding shortfall of $4.3 billion must be solved by June, 2011, during GAVI's pledging 
conference if more than 4 million child deaths are to be prevented.
   The Alliance's future will depend on its soon to be appointed new leader, who must be 
an excellent fundraiser. GAVI depends too heavily on one foundation and the changing 
priorities of core donor countries. The new leader must be a strong global advocate to 
endorse vaccination as one of the most cost-effective health and developmental 
interventions, and one that is crucial for achieving the Millennium Development Goals. 
The individual must also be a passionate campaigner in promoting children's 
immunisation as a global public good and a shared responsibility of the world 
community—by being the voice of millions of children threatened by a preventable 
illness. Immunisation is far overdue to become a right rather than a privilege.

The Lancet Infectious Disease
Nov 2010  Volume 10  Number 11  Pages 737 - 812
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/issue/current
Leading Edge
Slow progress towards universal access
The Lancet Infectious Diseases 
Preview
    At the 2006 UN General Assembly high-level meeting on AIDS in New York, world 
leaders set the ambitious goal of providing universal access to HIV prevention, 
treatment, and care by 2010. The main target of this initiative was to provide 80% of 
people in need of antiretroviral therapy with access to appropriate treatment. Progress 
towards achieving this universal access target is documented in the Towards Universal 
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Access report by UNAIDS, UNICEF, and WHO, released on Sept 28, 2010. With statistics 
available until the end of 2009, the report shows that, despite many successes, the goal 
of universal access will not be met.
Articles
Hepatitis B immune memory in children primed with hexavalent vaccines and 
given monovalent booster vaccines: an open-label, randomised, controlled, 
multicentre study
Alessandro Remo Zanetti, Luisa Romanò, Cristina Giambi, Anna Pavan, Vito Carnelli, 
Guglielmino Baitelli, Giancarlo Malchiodi, Edgardo Valerio, Antonella Barale, Maria Anna 
Marchisio, Domenico Montù, Alberto Eugenio Tozzi, Fortunato D'Ancona, for the study 
group 
Preview
5 years after immunisation with hexavalent vaccines, immunological memory seems to 
persist in children with anti-HBs concentrations lower than 10 mIU/mL, suggesting that 
booster doses are not needed. Additional follow-up is needed.

Nature  
Volume 467 Number 7319 pp1005-1146  28 October 2010
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html
[No relevant content]

Nature Medicine
October 2010, Volume 16 No 10
http://www.nature.com/nm/index.html
[No relevant content]

New England Journal of Medicine
October 28, 2010  Vol. 363 No. 18
http://content.nejm.org/current.shtml
[No relevant content]

The Pediatric Infectious Disease Journal
November 2010 - Volume 29 - Issue 11 
http://journals.lww.com/pidj/pages/currenttoc.aspx
[No relevant content]

Pediatrics
October 2010 / VOLUME 126 / ISSUE 4
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/current.shtml
[Reviewed earlier]

PLoS Medicine
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(Accessed 31 October 2010)
http://medicine.plosjournals.org/perlserv/?request=browse&issn=1549-
1676&method=pubdate&search_fulltext=1&order=online_date&row_start=1&limit=10&
document_count=1533&ct=1&SESSID=aac96924d41874935d8e1c2a2501181c#results
[No relevant content]

Science
29 October 2010  Vol 330, Issue 6004, Pages 547-714
http://www.sciencemag.org/current.dtl
[No relevant content]

Science Translational Medicine
27 October 2010 vol 2, issue 55 
http://stm.sciencemag.org/content/current
[No relevant content]

Vaccine
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/0264410X
[Reviewed last week]
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